
Notable Quotes:

To ease another’s heartache is to forget one’s own.
— Abraham Lincoln

Hello District Lions,
     Another month has gone by and the cold weather 
is here.  While it would be nice to just sit in front of 
the fire enjoying a glass of wine, a beer, or a cup of 
hot chocolate we still have people in our communities 
needing our help.  Nobody does that better than our 
Lions. Where There is a Need There is a Lion and the 
Lions of 11-E2 does that better than anyone.  From 
pop up food pantries, to providing eyeglasses and 
hearing aids, building handicap ramps, providing 
transportation for appointments, getting grants and 
providing manpower for the recovery from natural 
disasters in our district.  However in order to be able 

to continue doing all these things we need to really concentrate on recruiting 
new members. It hasn’t been too many years ago we were over 30 clubs and 
over 1000 members.  Today we have 26 clubs and 691 members.  That’s up 2 
since July.  Let’s make February a Lions recruiting month and everyone brings 
a guest to a meeting or Lions event. Hopefully it will bring your club 1 or more 
new members.  With a little effort recruiting becomes contagious.  Remember 
“Together We Can”.
     Just a reminder the District Convention is only a couple of months away.  
April 21st to the 23rd at the Ramada in Grayling.  Let’s all come together in 
Grayling and make it the best District Convention ever.  Friday night mixer will 
be a barber shop theme.  With your help your District Governor will have all his 
hair and beard cut off live at the event if we can raise $10,000 for LCIF. Check 
out the District Website for all the information and registration on 
the convention at lionsdistrict11e2.org.  See you there.

DG Rod 

	DG	Rod	Leathers
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Vice District Governor’s Message
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Dear Zone Chairs and Club Leaders:
I would like to thank each of you as you diligently work to mentor and encourage Lions. 
Mentoring, coaching, and assisting can be a challenge.
Recently, I ran across an article written by Margot Machol Bisnow, entitled, “I talked 
to 70 parents who raised highly successful kids—here’s the No. 1 parenting style they 
used”.
As I read the article, there were a few key points that we as Lion Leaders could take 
away to enhance our interaction with our members.
1. “Respectful Parenting” – Setting some firm guidelines while being 
respectful of children’s choices.
There are a few guidelines which cannot be violated. Lions globally give back 100% of 
the money raised in the community to meet community needs. However, we must be 
respectful of a club’s decision on how to put that money back into the community, while 
allowing all members to have input.
There are other examples, which each of us could articulate. However, the take away is 
that we must give the latitude necessary to allow each member to develop their own 
service personality which reflects their passion, purpose, and values.
2. Children Need Structure – Lions need structure

●     Let Lion make their own choices, as long as expectations are met.
●     Guide them through how things can be done better.
●     Expect them to do things, even when it’s hard.

3. Children Need Support – Lions need support
●     Give Lions the right to their own point of view.
●     Respect their privacy.
●     Don’t make constant corrections in their actions or speech.

4. Parents and Lion Leaders Must be Warm and Welcoming
●     Let all Lions know they can turn to you for help.
●     Spend quality time with them. Be more than a dinner guest.
●     Engage in compassionate activities together. Roll up your sleeves and help them 

serve.
Together, we can help Lions International evolve into a better association that is putting 
smiles on the faces of those we serve, those who have joined to serve, and our service 
partners. However, the change needed to become more relevant in the communities 
where we serve, begins with each of us.
Sincerely,
PID Jerome Thompson, GAT CA 1 Leader
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New York City, USA — March 3, 2023
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Forms Next Pages

district website lionsdistrict11e2.org where you can also registe 

 District Website: lionsdistrict11e2.org  - where you can also register
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February 2023
Groundhog Day — 6 more weeks of Winter?  Or Not?
Valentine’s Day — February 14, 2023
President’s Day — February 20, 2023
Lions of Michigan Forum — February 24-25, 2023 — Double Tree Hotel, Airport Grand 

Rapids 
March 2023
District Cabinet Meeting — March 11, 2023 — 10:00 am — St John Lutheran Church —

Free!
Daylight Savings Begins — March 12, 2023
St. Patricks Day —  March 17, 2023

April 2023
April Fools Day — April 1, 2023
District Cabinet Meeting — April 21, 2023 — 4:00 pm —  Grayling Ramada — Free

Boyne Valley Lions Club:  HARRY ALHBORN  — 01/30/2023

We honor those who have passed; with sympathies & condolences to family & friends 

On the Mend Reported 
East Jordan Lions wish Joe Krumholz a quick recovery from his second motorcycle accident in 4 months.
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Boyne Valley Lions     
JANUARY  2023 

Boyne Valley Lions inducted new Lion Judy Smith, sponsored by 
Lion Julie Hasse.

Pictured: Lion Julie Hasse, New Lion Judy Smith,  King Lion Lisa Luebke

The Boyne Valley Lions gave a tribute, honoring club 
founding member Lion Rex Judkins with a Lifetime 
Achievement Award. 
Congratulations Lion Rex! 

Pictured:  Lion Rex and  King Lion Lisa Luebke

Info from  BV Lions emailed meeting notes

Central Lake Lions 
 JANUARY  2023 

Four new Lions were inducted to Central Lake Lions Club in December & January.

Left: JoAnn Nell, sponsor of Diana Postmus. Back: DG Rod Leathers, sponsor of Greg Shooks; Right: Lynn & 
Bob Samuel joined on December 15, sponsored by Ray Kuiper .
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East Jordan Lions 
 JANUARY  2023 

East Jordan King Lion (Bill Chase) welcomed 3 
new members to their club.  Kim Forester, Paul 
and Linda Michael will make great Lions!  
Lion Paul has already gotten the club involved 
in Toys for Tots.  

(Paul & Linda Michael joined December 5, 
2022, and Kim Forster joined January 1, 2023)

LMF cookbooks
comdac@comdac.com            Jan 30, 2023, 4:42 PM

 The district has a supply of cookbooks remaining from the last district 
convention.  They are a great fundraiser for your club- sale price of $15, 
cost of $10.  Or use them as a gift to your speakers.  Contact DG Rod to 
order cookbooks (he would be happy to deliver them when he visits your 
club), or you may pick them up at the next cabinet meeting.  When we 
run out, you can still order a supply directly from the Lions of Michigan 
Foundation.  Let me know if you have any questions.

 CST Barb
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 CORONAVIRUS  UPDATES FEBRUARY 01, 2023

This is a snapshot of the World, Nation, and State of Michigan statistics on or near   FFEBRUARY 1, 2023.  
Numbers may be different by the time you read this as the COVID-19 Variants continue to mutate and infect 

more, or less.
   (Info from John Hopkins, nytimees.com, WHO, CDC & michigan.gov. & other health websites)

 World Statistics   Cases:  753,479,439    Deaths:  6,812,798

 Average 7-day New Cases:  153,462

  U. S. Statistics    aCases:  102,171,644      Deaths:   1,103,615
 Average 7-day New Cases:  295,140
  Michigan Statistics  Cases:     3,030,505    Deaths:   41,690

 Average 7-day New Cases: 858

UPDATE:  State of COVID-19 In 2023
The Good News — U.S.A. Weekly COVID Cases Dropping:
● United States Jan 12, 2022 5,488,396 — This date had the highest weekly numbers of the Pandemic.
● United States Jan 4, 2023 478,696 — 2023 started with weekly cases approaching half a million.
● United States Jan 25, 2023 295,140 — The weekly new cases rate so far is falling this year.
Not So Good News  —“There are currently more than 46,920 cases reported in the United States per day, 
with test positivity of 12%. When test positivity is above 5%, transmission is considered uncontrolled. There 
are more than 548 deaths per day, a decrease of 1% over the past two weeks, and hospitalizations have 
declined by 25% over the last two weeks.  Since many are using home tests that are not reported through 
public health or are not testing at all, the official case counts underestimate the actual prevalence of 
COVID-19.”(January 26, 2023)

The Bad News — What COVID-19 variant are we on?  A highly contagious version of the Omicron 
variant — known officially as XBB.1.5 or by its subvariant nickname, Kraken — is quickly spreading in the 
U.S.  Currently, the dominant XBB.1.5 variant nationwide causes 49% of cases, followed by BQ.1.1, with 
27% of cases.  The original omicron variant may be gone now, but currently subvariants of omicron are 
circulating, including XBB.1.5, BQ.1.1 and BQ.1.  The new Kraken variant is causing concern among health 
care professionals, showing a rapid rise in hospitalization rates in certain parts of the United States.
What to know about the Kraken variant:  The kraken variant appears to evolve differently from previous 
variants.  The kraken variant is a descendent of the XBB variant, nicknamed gryphon.  Gryphon caused large 
outbreaks in Asia this past fall. It was the first documented example of a SARS-CoV-2 variant that evolved 
from two viruses combining genetic information.  Kraken is a highly mutated version of the virus that appears 
able to better evade immune defenses and invade cells, with some experts calling it the most transmissible 
variant yet. Scientists say it remains rare in much of the world, but  expect it to spread quickly and globally.
What’s unusual about XBB is that it was the product of two different forms of Omicron that both infected 
someone. As they were replicating inside that person, their genes were mixed together, and then we got a 
new hybrid, one very good at evading defenses from vaccines and infections.  Experts say it looks like it’s 
not more severe, which is good. But it’s too early to know enough about what we’re dealing with.  Preliminary 
studies indicate if you’ve been boosted, it probably reduces your chances of getting infected, and it definitely 
is good for keeping you out of the hospital, especially if you’re older.

Vaccinations (1 or more doses) Summary:
 World: 71.8%    United States: 81.0%   —   Michigan:  69.4%

(Statistics may vary monthly as new information and corrections are applied)
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Editor’s Notes — 2023  by Lion David J. Zimmer

The month of February celebrates 3 important days:  Groundhog Day, Presidents Day, and Valentine’s Day.  While 
Presidents Day is a national holiday, Valentine’s Day is not – banks, schools and government offices are open on V 
Day.  However, Valentine's Day, aka St. Valentine's Day, is a popular cultural holiday when lovers express their love 
with greetings and gifts, and has expanded to express affection between relatives and friends. 
Besides the idea of romantic love, the word “love” and the meaning behind it can be used for many different things.  
There are all kinds of love that capture our feelings, make us happy, and enhance our lives.   We can love children 
and other family members, love our friends, our work, vacations, a movie or TV show, a painting, shoes, favorite 
clothes, gardening, fishing, skiing, pickle ball, and so much more.  Humans have evolved to develop the ability to feel 
and need love, and one of the most important connections to love humans have developed is with animals.  The 
human hunger for love has developed a treasure trove of living creatures that we call pets, and bond with.  Pets of 
all types, dogs and cats primarily, but also horses, rabbits, hamsters, pigs, birds, and even lizards and snakes have 
been cherished and cared-for pets by people worldwide.  For many people, life without a pet is not a full life.
Dogs and cats, and perhaps other animals, seem capable of feeling a love response when bonded to their owner, 
something beyond just getting food and water.  Until the 20th century most people believed animals couldn’t think or 
have feelings, that only instinct drove their actions.  Anyone who has ever had a dog or cat relationship knows that 
these animals do have feelings and can rationalize much more than once believed.   
When I was a kid, dogs were mostly chained outside, or held in an outdoor fenced area, but over the years, indoor 
dogs have become the norm.  Dogs we’ve had were always welcome inside.  I have learned a lot from my dogs.  (We 
also like cats, and had some very interesting feline friends – our last one died 2 years ago.  I’m just focusing on dogs.)
Scientists agree dogs emerged from wolves to become the first domesticated animal. Wolf ancestors interacting with 
people, drawn by food garbage and carcasses left by human hunters, became tamer, and people found them useful 
for hunting and guard duty.  Thousands of years in this human environment, wolves gradually evolved into the first 
dogs.  A large DNA study, lining up with the fossil finds, suggests dogs originated in Europe some 19,000 to 32,000 
years ago.  DNA of modern dogs showed similarities to the genetic material from the ancient European specimens 
and modern-day European wolves, researchers reported.  (Info from cbsnews.com, 2013)
My first awareness of dog intelligence was back in the 70’s.  We trained our dog Shadow, a German Shepard and 
Collie mix, to bring his food dish when it was time to feed him.   He caught on; bring dish – get food!  So he brought 
his dish to us several times a day, which shows how our thinking had unintended results.  One day Shadow brought 
his empty water bowl.  That was thinking, realizing he could get the same result - bring the water dish, get water.  
Our recent dog was adopted in 2018 from the Charlevoix County Humane Society in Boyne City.  He was a 5-year old 
Chocolate Lab Retriever named Rudy, who had about 5 years of life with someone, and now his life totally changed 
with us.  We brought him home, and he walked and sniffed around, then laid down and watched us – getting data as 
to what we were like, what he needed to do to fit in.  You could just see it in his eyes.  It took some time for him to 
bond with us and feel at home – and for us to adjust to him.  He was playful, loved to fetch anything, go hiking, run 
around in the woods, loved to be in the water, and travel in the car.  Early on he  growled at other dogs or children 
who came too close, but he learned and dropped that behavior, and wagged his tail to everyone.  Our lives didn’t 
revolve around him, just involved him in everything we did.  A great dog and a happy companion. 
On January 19, 2023, Rudy acted normally, out chasing the ejected snow from the snow blower, eating his supper in 
the evening, and later barking to go outside.  Then he just collapsed and couldn’t get up; I helped him up and out 
the door.  He could walk wobbly, then came back in and laid down. He couldn’t get up, or even move his back legs.  
Concern turned into understanding that this was his end.  We kept him as comfortable as possible on his bed for the 
next 2 days.  He died on Sunday morning, January 22.  We were shell-shocked, he seemed so active and healthy at  
age 10 (almost 11) years.  He went so fast - which was tragic, and yet a blessing at the same time that it wasn’t a 
long drawn out episode.  We’ve had several great dogs, every one of them a different personality in some way, and 
always loved.  Every dog owner knows the pain of losing a dog. For us, this was the hardest – we’re still not totally 
recovered.  This is the cost of the loving bond we choose with a pet, but it is worth it.  And there will be another dog.
We Lions are familiar with the great things Leader Dogs, therapy dogs and other service dogs are capable of - dogs 
trained to smell explosives, and in recent years to smell and find cancer, seizures, COVID-19, and other medical things.  
But just think of the millions of dogs in millions of loving homes, enhancing human lives.  Every Dog is a Service Dog.

BE KIND.     STAY SAFE!
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© Takashi Murai/The New York Times Syndicate/Redux

The more science discovers unknown things 
about our planet, the weirder our world seems 
to be.  In the 1990s a species of jellyfish was 
discovered able to hit a biological “reset 
button” to return to a younger stage of 
development under certain dire conditions.

The so-called "immortal jellyfish," Turritopsis dohrnii, 
is the only animal presently known to have the 
incredible ability to push a biological reset button and 
return to an earlier developmental stage when  injured 
or otherwise threatened.

Turritopsis dohrnii, like all jellyfish, begins life as a larva, called a planula, which develops from a fertilized egg.  
It swims at first, then settles on the sea floor, growing into a cylindrical colony of polyps. These polyps ultimately 
spawn free-swimming genetically identical to a jellyfish—called a medusae—which grow to adulthood in a matter 
of weeks.
A fully grown Turritopsis dohrnii is only about 4.5 mm (0.18 inches) across, smaller than a pinky nail, with a 
bright-red stomach visible in the middle of its transparent bell-shaped body.  Up to 90 white tentacles line the 
edges of the bell.  In the case of damage or threats, even starvation, the jellyfish responds by taking a leap back 
in development by transforming back into a polyp.
These tiny, transparent jellyfish goes through a process that looks remarkably like immortality, becoming a 
born-again polyp colony that eventually buds and releases medusae that are genetically identical to the original 
adult. 
A rare process known as transdifferentiation—the cellular mechanism behind reset——is particularly interesting 
to scientists for potential applications in medicine.  Transdifferentiation takes an adult cell, one specialized for a 
particular tissue, and changes it to become an entirely different type of specialized cell. This efficient way of cell 
recycling is an important area of study in stem cell research that may help scientists replace cells that have been 
damaged by disease.
Many marine species hitch rides around the world in the ballasts of ships. The immortal jellyfish has recently 
been identified  as an “excellent hitchhiker,” well-suited to surviving long trips on cargo ships.
Can the immortal jellyfish live forever?  Potentially forever.  It can be killed by predators, or getting beached on 
land, but otherwise it doesn’t die from old age.  Considering these creatures have been floating through the 
oceans long before the dinosaurs went extinct (66 million years ago) – it's biologically possible for a single 
immortal jellyfish to have been alive for this entire time.

The Immortal Jellyfish  

TRIVIA:  
● There are more than 2,000, different types of jellyfish around the world. However, scientists believe that there could be as many as 

300,000 different species that are yet to be discovered. Of the 2,000-known species, only 70 can be harmful to human beings.

● The Lion’s Mane Jellyfish is probably the largest sized jellyfish species with tentacles extending up to a length of 120 ft..

● Another giant species is the Nomura’s jellyfish, with a bell diameter of 6 ft 7 in.

Info from amnh.org (American Museum of Natural History)



F e b r u a r y  2 0 2 3

DISTRICT 11-E2 NEWSLETTER 22 2022-2023

Didn’t find any mention of YOUR Lions Club in this issue? 

Send your information to:  

● Activities:  Service Projects, Fundraising Events, Club Events – What You DO!

● Club Milestones:  Awards, Club Officers, New Memberships, Passings – What 
Is Happening With Your Members!

● Photos of Service Activities, Fundraising Events, Awards, etc.

* Photos:  Should be 300 pixels for good quality.  Include names of individuals 
in photos, and/or describe what the photo is showing.  Text:  Include dates 
and names (if applicable) for all events submitted.  Text will be edited as 
needed for space, spelling, corrections, etc.
This District is complex, with a variety of things going on throughout.  We can learn much 
from each other, and I'd like to see more communication among Clubs for the growth and 
benefit of all.

Don’t be left out!!


