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     The Mid-Winter Lions Leadership Fo-
rum, a long standing Arkansas tradition, 
scheduled for late January has been can-
celed.  In a combined State Events Plan-
ning Committee and Council of Governors 
meeting last month, the governors ap-
proved the cancelation on recommenda-
tion from the SEPC. 
     A virtual (Zoom) substitute for Mid-

Winter was considered, but was also re-
jected.  A survey of members statewide 
showed participation would be low. 
     Our state convention is still scheduled 
for April 30—May 1.   The SEPC members 
and the governors are remaining optimis-
tic that we will be able to meet on that 
date, but will make the actual decision in 
the next few months. 

 

KROGER SELLS 
PECANS FOR 
JONESBORO’S 
UNIVERSITY 
HEIGHTS CLUB 
    
     The Kroger Marketplace 
store in Jonesboro has 
been allowing the Jones-
boro University Heights 
Lions Club to place and 
stock a display case with 
nuts (mostly pecans) inside 
their store.  The display is 
part of the club’s annual 
Fall fund-raising project, 
and features new crop pe-
cans from Georgia.   
     Funds generated from 
sales of the nuts support 
programs such as sight 
screening in local schools 
and child care centers in 
Little Rock and Memphis 
which assist blind persons 
or people with serious 
sight and hearing issues, 
provide eye exams and 
glasses to needy persons 
in Craighead County, and 
many other projects as 
well.  
     We were actual-
ly very pleasantly sur-
prised that the Kroger 
store here in Jonesboro 
agreed to let us sell our 
pecans inside their store 
as a regular check-out 
item.   This was success, 
especially since some of 
our “usual” selling places 
have been affected by the 
pandemic.   
     Kroger's is a great loca-
tion because everyone still 
needs food.  
 
      Lion Charles Hartwig, report & photo 

 
 
In the photo, JHU Lions Ken 
Stallings, CC Brad Baker, and Bill 
Dickens are unloading the clubs 
Pecan Display today to take it inside 
the Kroger store for stocking.  
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DUE TO …  
 
   It seems we have prefaced every announcement, every proclamation, eve-
ry mandate, every cancellation, every meeting and, well, everything with the 
phrase: “DUE TO COVID-19”  

   Our Lions year began with the cloud of COVID-19 hanging over the entire 
world. Our District Governors were unable to attend the meeting in Singa-
pore because of “DUE TO COVID-19” that convention was cancelled. Our 
international officers and directors remained in their 2019-2020 office for 
another year as elections were not possible “DUE TO COVID-19”.  

   Our district meetings were modified to either be virtual, mixed or post-
poned. We were not even able to have a full in-person Council of Governors meeting “DUE TO COVID-19”.  

   Most of our clubs did not meet from March through June. Our meeting venues were closed or restricted; our 
club members did not feel safe; our fundraisers were postponed, cancelled or dramatically altered and basically 
the entire country was shut down “DUE TO COVID-19”. My 3-yearold granddaughter Jolie remarked many times, 
“’cause of the Corona virus, Bradpa” when we were unable to complete normal, everyday tasks. While nothing 
has been normal for several months now, I want to encourage you and your Lions NOT to get “cancelled DUE TO 
COVID-19”. It is harder now to meet, greet, fellowship and raise funds but we must persevere if our service and 
our association is going to continue. We need to be the community leaders in practicing safe distances and limited 
meetings WITH A PURPOSE! Our group does not just meet to eat or to talk sports and shoot the bull, we meet to 
SERVE our communities…even if it’s a Zoom meeting.  

   Many clubs have stepped outside their comfort zone to provide meals, comfort, assistance, lawnmowing, trash 
pick-ups, backpack programs, tree plantings, park clean-ups and renovations and many other needed services.  

   DUE TO COVID-19, there is a true opportunity for us to explore new and vital fundraisers. New and exciting ser-
vice projects and better, more efficient ways to conduct our meetings.  

    As we move into 2021, keep service at the forefront. It will not be easy, but if it were easy anyone could do it. 
Look for projects that scream, “This looks like a job for the LIONS!” There are many ways to serve, we just need to 
look for them and make them happen despite it being “DUE TO COVID-19”  

   We can’t just think about serving. We can’t just talk about serving. We must DO something to serve. We can’t 
quit now when the world and our communities need us the most.  

   So, as we turn the page on a new year, new governmental leadership and new challenges that make for new op-
portunities, now is the time to pick up the mantle of service and carry it forward for the betterment of all.  

    Thanks for your continued service. I hope each of you have a happy, safe, healthy and prosperous new year. 
God bless you and God bless these United States of America.  

 

Council Chair Brad 

THIRD QUARTER 

COUNCIL MEETING SET 
 
     Although the Mid-Winter Forum for later this month 
has been canceled, Council Chair Brad Baker announced 
that the third quarter council meeting is scheduled for Fri-
day, January 22 at 7:00 PM. 
     Typically, a council meeting is held on the Friday pre-
ceding  the Mid-Winter Forum and the council chair has 
decided to keep that schedule, however, it will be strictly a 
Zoom meeting. 
     More information, a link and agenda will be provided as 
the meeting date approaches. 
     Each district usually conducts their cabinet meeting as 
part of the Forum each year, and while this is up to each 
district, the council chair is encouraging districts to main-
tain that schedule and has suggested cabinet meeting be 
set for Saturday, January 23. 
     Be sure and watch for communications from your dis-
trict leaders with information and links to your cabinet 
meetings. 
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North Little Rock 
Lion Deborah Bolding reporting 

 

Dardanelle 
Lions Savannah Vaughn &  

Margaret Altemus  reporting 
 

District 7-O 
Lion Jeremy Kimble reporting 

     “You have no idea 
what this will mean to 
Brady and his teacher at 
Dardanelle Middle School, 
Joe Childers! “ is what 
Lion Margaret Altemus 
said upon learning that 
student Brady Sims’ Peace 
Poster entry not only won 
the 7-I judging but went 
on to win the state (multi-
district) judging. 
     Brady’s poster has al-
ready been forwarded to 
Lions Club International 
for the next level of judg-
ing.  The international 

winner will be announced in February. 
     District Governor Jeff Davis and Council Chair 
Brad Baker have both indicated there will be awards 
and prizes representing wins at both levels. 

L-R: President Jeff Nufer, Toni Bachman, PP Bill Eaton, DGE Carol Allen, 
PP Jim Dunn, PDG Mike Benefield of the Russellville Lions Club. 

Russellville 
Lion Mike Benefield reporting 

               Several members of the Russellville Lions 
Club are shown at our new River Valley Veterans Me-
morial Park.  The club bought two benches in early 
2018 as part of our LCIF Legacy Project.  
     Due to  construction at the new park and Covid, 
the city was only recently  able to install the benches.  
   PP Steve Zimmer was our lead on the project.  We 
wanted to complete a “Legacy Project” for our LCIF 
commitment.       
     Lion (and former Mayor who is active in our Veter-
ans Coalition) Bill Eaton had suggested that we install 
a bench at the new Veterans Memorial Park.  Lion 
Zimmer located benches on-line, suggested the word-
ing inscribed and got Club and Board approval.  He 
ordered the benches .  
     

     Members of the 
North Little Rock 
Lions Club are 
shown assembling 
baskets of fruit for 
the clubs annual 
Fruit Basket fund-
raiser. 
     Despite the unu-
sual circumstances 
of the year, the sale 
was again consid-
ered a success. 
    

               PDG Pat Snodgrass and District 7-0 this year  
donated Lions Club blankets to the Salvation Army to 
be used in their various programs. 
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Gravette 
Lion Jeff Davis reporting 

 

          Public relations, branding, or maybe you just 
call it getting the word out about the Lions Club, no 
matter what it’s called, is important.  And  It can be 
fun too! 
     The Gravette Lions for some time now have en-
tered floats in both annual community parades, Gra-
vette Day and Christmas.  It’s good branding!  Not 
only do we have fun on parade day, but we enjoy the 
day before as we prepare our float.  
     Winning “Best Use of Theme” this year, insured 
we would get our picture in the paper.  Even more 
branding! 

      
     The Gravette club has set the first quarter of 2021 
for a push to increase our membership.  In January, 
we are all asked to “Just Ask One”.  Applications, club 
brochures, contact information cards and a tip sheet 
were sent to each member, encouraging us each to 
talk to a neighbor, co-worker or friend about becom-
ing a Lion. 
     February will be a letter writing campaign to com-
munity banks, schools and businesses, followed in 
March by asking folks to join us as we paint benches, 
mulch gardens and level bricks in a sitting area at the 
cemetery.   
     We have a  goal for membership and an active 

Fayetteville 
Lion Ruth Cohoon reporting 

 

     On December 9, 2020 mem-
bers of the Fayetteville club took 
turns bell-ringing for the Salva-
tion Army. 
     According to Joey Jackson, 
volunteer coordinator for the 
local Salvation Army, the Lions 
kettle shift raised $317.35.. 
 
     In early December District 
Governor Jeff Davis visited our 
club, awarding Service Chevrons 
totaling 225 years. 
     The district governor also pre-
sented  Lion Karen Yandel with a 
three-diamond Melvin Jones Fel-
lowship pin. 

 
     Recently, a low mileage older (but well kept)  Mercury 
Marquee was donated to the club and sold as a fundraiser.  
It was listed on Craig's List and sold to a Bella Vista Lion.  

Jonesboro 
University Heights 

Lion Charles Hartwig  reporting 
 

   The Jonesboro University Heights Lions Club has spon-
sored the global art contest for 11-13 year olds in local 
schools for 20 years in a row, giving out award certifi-
cates and cash prizes to the winners in each school and 
sending the first place poster on to the District competi-
tion.  The poster contest theme this year was “Peace 
through Service.” 
     The JUH Lions Club  recently announced the winners 
of the International Studies Magnet School (ISMS) en-
tries in the 2020-2021 Lions International Peace Poster 
Contest.   

The 1st place winner – Molly Windmeyer, first from the left in the photo  – 
had her poster advanced to the District 7-0 competition, where it took 
2nd place.  The winning ISMS students holding their posters in the photo  are L
-R:  Molly Windmeyer - 1st place, Meaghan King -3rd place, Delyia Turner -
2nd Place, Aubrianna Hirsch –Honorable Mention.    
  
 

   A team of Jonesboro University Heights Lions went to 
the Ridgefield Christian School and conducted a cere-
mony awarding certificates and prizes for their entries 
in the 2020-2021 Lions International Peace Poster Con-
test.  They told the RCS students and staff members 
about the Lions Club and its mission.   
 

The winning students holding their posters in the photo,  are L-R:  Haiven 
Teel (3rd); Jedidah Efecubokhan (Honorable Mention); Boe Nom-
land (Honorable Mention); Ava Cossey (1st); and art teacher Rosina Flemon, 
holding the poster made by Hailey Tate (2nd)  
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Clarksville 
Lion Tracy Price reporting 

 

     Our club recently helped sponsor a food distribu-
tion event in Clarksville . With the club’s help there 
were 136 families that benefited from this distribu-
tion. There were several other local organizations 
that helped with this event. Our club assisted with a 
monetary contribution.  
     PCC Tracy and Lion Rita Price were involved with 
the actual distribution. “We received a great blessing 
from being able to help serve our community” PCC 
Price added. 

ElectionBuddy ®  
ANOTHER GREAT TOOL! 
 
 
     Many of the virtual technologies are not neces-
sarily new, but are certainly new to most of us, 
thanks to the pandemic.  At this time last year, most 
of us had never heard of Zoom and now we not only 
know what it is, but use it as a verb.   
     In district 7-I, having postponed our annual con-
vention, we needed a way to hold elections.  Like 
most district constitutions, ours calls for secrete bal-
lots and that’s exactly what ElectionBuddy ® provid-
ed. 
     ElectionBuddy allowed us to set up a test election 
to see how easy it was to use and to see how well it 
works.  Although the election administrator can see 
election statistics, the ballots remain secrete.   
     Many options exist for setting up the ballot.  
Questions can be asked along with elections for mul-
tiple candidates or single candidates (approve or 
disapprove).  Their guided set-up steps are great and 
each step is reviewed and checked. 
     You enter an email address for each voter and set 
the date(s) of the election.  The ballots are automati-
cally sent out and counted by ElectionBuddy with 
only the results and a few statistics revealed to the 
administrator. 
     Prices vary, but if you have less than 100 voters 
and enter (copy & paste works) the email addresses 
yourself, the cost is $19.00. 
     True, we are optimistic about 2021 and our abili-
ties to return to normal, but we may decide to con-
tinue many of these great platforms, because they 
work.  You might want to add ElectionBuddy to that 
list. 
      

Friends, 

I wanted to take a moment to wish you and yours a very merry Christ-
mas, happy New Year and fantastic holiday season. I am sorry about 
the length of my note, I catch a lot of grief for my long winded messag-
es but my passion for Mid-South drives me. 
     2020 has been an extremely challenging time for everyone in the 
world. Non-Profits have really struggled to survive and perform their 
mission. The Mid-South Lions have been no different. Our income has 
been way down in 2020 due to the COVID-19 crisis but we have contin-
ued to perform our mission. We just have not been able to live up to 
our motto of “A Miracle A Day”. Thanks to CEO Brad and Lion Betty, we 
continued to assist people in the Mid-South. They have both worked 
hard during these challenging times. Their passion and love for Mid-
South has really kept us moving forward. I want to personally extend 
my thanks, friendship and love to them for their tremendous efforts. 
     Hopefully, in 2021, America will turn the corner on this crisis, but we 
still have plenty of challenges ahead. I come to you to help Mid-South 
remain a provider of Miracles for many more years. With donations in 
2020 being much lower than expected, we are in need of funding for 
2021 and beyond. This holiday season is a great time to give a little 
extra to Mid-South.  
     Personal Lions and Lions Club donations have been a key to our ex-
istence for many years and will be for many more to come. We could 
also use support from Mid-South businesses and private individuals. If 
you love the Mid-South Lions mission as much as I do, please share our 
message with your friends, family, co-workers, place of employment, 
local businesses, etc. 
 
Thank you for your time, 
In His Service, 
Lion Scott Shelhamer 
President of the Mid-South Lions Sight and Hearing Services (2020-
2021) 
scott@shelhamer.com 
901-493-9300 

Mid-South Lions 
930 Madison Ave Suite 101, Memphis, TN 

38103 
Phones  901-543-5466    888-546-6042 

E-mail:  info@midsouthlions.org 

LIBERTY DAY 
Website: LibertyDay.org 

Email: Libertyday@aol.com 

      Andy McKean will be doing a short 10 minute presentation 
to the council meeting on Friday, January 22ndabout Liberty Day, 
which is one of our state projects.   
      Many Lions Clubs across America have participated in this US 
Constitution educational program in the past and many Lions 
Clubs are still doing the program.  He is hoping to revive this 
program in Arkansas.  According to Council Chair Brad Baker 
about 20 Lions Clubs in Arkansas have participated in the past.   

These are our Arkansas state projects, 

They need and depend on our support! 

mailto:scott@shelhamer.com
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In which year was each of  the following 
movies released in  theaters? 

              2003        1968      1990 
             1994         2016       2010 

Answers on page  8 

  

PEACE POSTER 

Thirty Plus Years 

      
     The Lions Club Interna-
tional Peace Poster con-
test, now  more than thirty 
years old, was introduced 
in 1988-89.  The first con-
test winner was Mustapha 
El Tawokji from Lebanon. 
 
     The contest remains a 
staple of Lions Clubs world 
wide. Recent judging in 
each  Arkansas district  pro-
duced winners who re-
ceived certificates and 
cash awards and, of 
course, moved to the next 
level of  judging.   
      
     Brady Sims, a student 
at Dardanelle Middle 
School who was spon-
sored by that city’s club, 
was the state (multi-
district 7) winner.  His 
poster has been forward-
ed to LCI for the next level 
of judging.  His winning 
poster is shown on page 3 
 

    Several Arkansans, including Governor Asa 
Hutchinson, have plaques depicting a previous year’s 
international winning poster, a gift from International 
President Choi during his visit to Little Rock two years 
ago. 

Sincere thanks to all of  our corre-
spondents for another great year 
of  sharing your club’s events. 

                                        Editor Jeff 
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     Every club needs members in order to achieve its service goals.  New members provide 
clubs with fresh ideas, new projects and additional ways to make a difference in our  
community. 
 
 
 Tell your story:     
     Not all of us are natural sales persons, but we are enthusiastic Lions, and sharing our enthusiasm, sharing 
our own stories of service and commitment and expressing our joy in being a Lion will do our selling for us.  
When you talk to someone, make your conversation about the Lions  personal. 
 
Who Are Lions?  
    We’re a network of more than 1.4 million men and women in 48,000 clubs worldwide. We help where help is 
needed. In over 200 countries or geographic areas, in hospitals and senior centers, in regions battered by natu-
ral disasters, Lions are at work – helping, leading, planning and supporting,  but  because we’re local, we 
also serve the unique needs of our communities.  
 

 
 

JUST ASK ONE! 
 
Reach out to your target members  
     When recruiting new members, it is important to ask them what they 
think is important when it comes to volunteering. Can our club fulfill their 
wishes and needs?  
 
     When recruiting, always ask, “Has anyone asked you to join the Lions 
club?” If the answer is “no,” ask them if they are interested in giving back 
to or serving the community in some way and then talk about your club 
and its service. If the answer is “yes,” find out why they didn’t join and see 
if they are willing to try again.  

Questions you will be asked: 
 
• How often do you meet? _________  
• Do I have to attend meetings? Members are encouraged to attend, but it’s not mandatory.    
• How much does it cost?  There is a one time membership fee of $35 (currently waved for veterans) 

plus club dues _______________.    
•  What if another family member wants to join also?  There is a family membership plan which 

reduces additional family members dues by nearly one half.    
•  Who decides what projects we work on?  Club members are encouraged to seek out community 

needs as possible club service projects.    
•  Do we have fundraisers?  Yes    
• Where does the money go?  All funds raised in _______ must be used for service in our community. 
•  Are there leadership opportunities?  Yes, the Lions Club promotes leadership development and 

offers hundreds of hours of on-line and in person training for any interested member. 

Invite them to your next meeting or service project 

GET AN EMAIL ADDRESS, SEND THEM A LINK TO YOUR NEXT ZOOM MEETING! 
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