
          
                                                                                                                       
 
 
                                                                                                   
                                                                                          

                                                                                                                                         “We 
                                                                                                                                delivered 
                 150    Tarps,  
                                                                                                                  150 blankets, 100 
            personal hygiene kits, 
                                                                      flashlights  and  200   pairs                  
                                                                            of leather work gloves.    We were the 
                                                                first  donations  to  be  delivered  to  Augusta, 
       Monette,  Leachville  and  Truman.”   according  to  District O  Governor Roy 
       Patterson  describing response to the December tornados in N.E. Arkansas. 



POSSIBLE 

INTERNATIONAL 

DUES INCREASE 

 

Board Submits Proposal 

To be voted at the 

2022 Convention 

     Lions Clubs International supports 
clubs and members around the world 
so we can advance our global mission 
of service together. Our international 
support and the work of Lions Clubs 
International is fueled by the interna-
tional dues of our incredible mem-
bers. 
     In recent years, it has become in-
creasingly clear that the services Lions 
Clubs International has been able to 
provide to members with the availa-
ble budget is no longer in line with 
what Lions need and expect. 
     The International Board of Direc-
tors voted in October 2019 to ap-
prove an international dues adjust-
ment resolution that would be voted 
on at the 2020 International Conven-
tion, but it was postponed due to the 
cancellation of our 2020 convention 
and the move to a virtual convention 
in 2021 as we adapted to the pan-
demic. The new dues adjustment 
model will be voted on at the 2022 
International Convention. 
     The Board of Directors undertook 
an extensive review of Lions Clubs 
International’s financials, including 
the implementation of substantial 
budget reductions. After much consid-
eration, the board proposed to adjust 
dues $7 over a three-year period. 
     Under the proposal, international 
dues would be adjusted according to 
the following schedule: 
•$3 increase on July 1, 2023 
•$2 increase on July 1, 2024 
•$2 increase on July 1, 2025 
• 
Why an international dues adjust-
ment is needed 
     We realize the association has 
been reluctant to adjust dues over the 
years, and we have not adjusted in-
ternational dues since 2011. The pro-
posed adjustment will help cover our 
costs and allow us to suitably serve 
our members’ needs. With that said, 
the Board of Directors did not take 
this issue lightly, nor are we minimiz-
ing the value of each dollar that our 
members contribute.      

Council Chair 
Jeremy Kimble 

     GAIN 1 IN 21 is in our rear view mirror.  We had the “dreaded COVID” 
issue to deal with during this time period, and even though  it took a toll on 
our Lions Clubs, we had a reasonably productive six months.  Our main is-
sue was loosing clubs.  Our numbers would have been good “IF” we could 
have retained those clubs.  We need to reach out to members of the clubs 
that closed and try to get them reinstated in neighboring clubs.  This is one 
of the points I made at the Mid-Winter Leadership Forum. 
     We had a GREAT TIME at the Mid-Winter Leadership Forum where the 
primary focus was on membership  I was fortunate enough to be able to 
bring a presentation that hopefully inspired those in attendance to reach 
out to prospective members and bring them into their Lions Clubs. 
     I have asked the district governors to order membership applications 
and give at least one to each one that attends the district convention and 
CHALLENGE the attendees to bring that completed application back to 
their respective clubs with a new member.  Another OPPORTUNITY would 
be to invite prospective members to the district convention so they could 
get a better idea of what we as Lions are all about.  What a JOY it would be 
to gain members at the district convention. 
     My hope is that EVERYONE will get on board with MEMBERSHIP MANIA 
and that we finally turn the corner with our membership numbers.  We 
have to realize that Covid is here to stay and we will need to learn to deal 
with it.  Let’s not make excuses for not meeting.  We can go to the grocery 
store, eat out at restaurants, attend sporting events and visit with family 
and friends, so why can’t we get together as Lions? 
     Let’s think OUTSIDE THE BOX and bring our “PRIDE” back together and 
increase our numbers over the next six months. 
 
PCC Tracy Price 
MD7 and Dist. 7-I GMT 

Global Membership Team 
PCC Tracy Price 
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WINNER         

     Sophia Cameron, a sixth grade student at the Internation-
al Studies Magnet School in Jonesboro created Arkansas’ 
winning Peace Poster for 2021-22.  District 7-0’s Jonesboro 
University Heights Lions Club was the sponsor. 
     Sophia’s poster has been forwarded to LCI for the next 
level of judging. 

Sophia Cameron shows 
her certificate and a 
copy of her poster,  
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     In the morning prior to the January 8 
Mid-Winter Lions Leadership Forum in 
Conway, the Council of Governors held 
their third quarter meeting with the 
council chair and all four district gover-
nors present. 
     Lion Jack Wells from Hot Springs at the 
last council meeting agreed to maintain  
an inventory of Arkansas Lions merchan-
dise and sell it on-line for the multi-
district.  Lions Wells reported that the 
website will be available soon.  (We hope 
to have products and ordering infor-
mation in each newsletter) 
      According to State Secretary Wanda 
Green, the International Lions Pin Trader 
Association is likely to disband, decreas-
ing the previous demand for Lions pins in 
general.  The governors decided to re-
duce the number of state pins ordered 
for 2023. 
     PCC Bill Heaston reported that the 
books have been closed on the MD-7 / 

UAMS Tele-Retinal grant with the remain-
ing $4,000 being used to print brochures. 
     PCC Heaston also reported on the 
World Services for the Blind  LCIF grant 
request for $100,000, which will be 
matched by WSB.  Multi-district support 
was approved by the governors at their 
previous meeting.  The request is sched-
uled to go before the International Direc-
tors and has been recommended for ap-
proval.   
     The council agreed to endorse the can-
didacy of PID A.P. Sing, MD 322, India, for 
the position of International Third Vice 
President. 
     The Fayetteville has submitted a bid to 
host the Arkansas State Convention for 
2023 which was accepted by the council. 
     Council Chair Jeremy Kimble reminded 
everyone of this year’s state convention 
in Jonesboro on May 13-14.  “It’s great to 
be a Lion” is this year’s theme. 

THIRD  QUARTER  

COUNCIL MEETING 

TWO VIE FOR 

COUNCIL CHAIR 

     For the first time in recent memory, 
we have a two-way race for next year’s 
council chair seat. 
     DG Don Young (7-N) and DG Roy 
Patterson (7-O) have both announced 
they will be seeking the council chair 
position for the Lions year 2022-23. 
     The council chair is elected jointly, 
usually at the last council meeting each 
year,  by the current Council of Gover-
nors and the in-coming district gover-
nors. 
     DG Don Young, a member of the 
Carlisle Club, has been a Lion since 
1995.    
     DG Roy Patterson, a member of the 
Jonesboro Nettleton Lions Club, has 
been a Lion since 1994. 
     Both district governors have held 
many club, district and multi-district 
positions. 
      

A DIFFERENT KIND 

OF MID-WINTER 

FORUM 

     Council Chair Jeremy Kimble indicated 
last fall at his first council meeting  he 
wanted to see the annual Mid-Winter 
Leadership Forum become more of an 
information and learning event than it 
has been in recent years.  He asked his 
Global Action Team and other Lion lead-
ers to be prepared to conduct breakout 
session at this year’s event. 
     Only membership leader PCC Tracy 
Price presented to the full group.  He 
introduced our new membership theme, 
“Membership Mania” and talked about 
ways to increase membership.  He point-
ed out,  if we don’t turn things around, 
our projected Arkansas membership in 
ten years would be 700. 
     Breakout sessions included a program 
for Vice District Governors with CC Jere-
my Kimble, PDG Leanna Rich and PCC 
Matt Webber, Service Activities with 
PDG Jeff Davis, Club Secretaries with Lion 
Rita Price, Club President with PCC Bill 
Heaston, Club Treasurer with DG Rene’ 
Roberts, LOAF with Lion Bonda Moyer 
and LCIF with PDG Mike Benefield. 
     After lunch, the Lions Share of the Old 
Town String Band played a few tunes. 
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     World Service for the Blind 
was awarded a Lions Club Inter-
national Foundation matching 
$100,000 grant.  The announce-
ment was made by LCIF in mid-
January. 
     WSB wants to remodel part of 
their existing campus to include a 
group home that provides per-
manent housing and a supportive 
services for individuals who are 
either elderly or have other disa-
bilities, in addition to being blind.  
WSB has raised and used 3.5 mil-
lion dollars for capital improve-
ment and will include that as part 
of their matching funds for the 
8.9 million dollar project. 
     The proposal was made to the 
Council of Chairs at their last 
meeting which they voted to sup-
port.   
     Grants such as this must be 
supported by the multi-district 
and the council chair at the time 
of its inception becomes the 
grant administrator for the dura-
tion of the project.   
     World Services for the Blind 
was founded by the Arkansas Li-
ons and continues to be one of 
our state supported projects. 

WSB  

RECEIVES 

LCIF GRANT 

PLAN NOW TO ATTEND  
 Registration Form on Page 13 

District 7-N Lions & Lioness, 

The Arkansas Lions District 7-N Con-
vention is a little over two months 
away, in Carlisle, Arkansas on March 
19.  Save the date. 
 
We know that it may be hard in this 
trying time, but we are going to con-
tinue with social distancing and 
wearing a mask if not fully vaccinat-
ed. 
 
The theme this year will be “What is 
Your Passion”. 
 
We would love to see everyone. 
 
Lion Fran Walker 
Dist. 7-N Secretary 
 

Registration form  
on page 14 

Please 
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     We were honored to participate in the placement of 
flags on November 8,2021 at the Arkansas State Veterans 
Cemetery in North Little Rock for Veterans Day.    
     This was our first year 
to participate in these 
events as a club. We had 
approximately 10 mem-
bers at each event. Lion 
Larry Tadlock invited his 
friend Jim Barnett to 
attend the wreath prepa-
ration event and he joined 
our club the same day.   
     We found these events 
to be an opportunity to 
serve our community of 
North Little Rock and to 
meet members of our com-
munity. We did meet and 
visit with another prospec-
tive member while work-
ing. We look forward to 
future events with the Vet-
erans Cemetery to honor 
our Veterans and serve our 
Community.   

& Etc. 
All Arkansas Lions clubs are invited to send in reports and photos of your activities, service , fundraising and member achieve-
ments  along with anything else you would like to share with your fellow Lions.                  Send your reports to:  jduke22@att.net 

North Little Rock 
Lion Deb Bolding reporting 

L to R- Lion President Steve Scharenborg, 
new Lion Jim Barnett and his sponsor 
Lion Larry Tadlock   

Lions Barnett and Tadlock assembling 
wreaths 

Boonville 
Lion Russell Bryan reporting 

 
     When you ask a 7yr 
old a question, you never 
know what response 
you’re going to get. It was 
late 2020 when I asked 
Bella about her thoughts 
and ideas on helping the 
other little boys and girls 
in our community. I know 
she has a good heart, but 
her answer wasn’t what I 
was expecting. To my sur-
prise – Pillows! 

     Fast forward a year and the pillow project was under-
way alongside our annual pancake breakfast. The pillows 
were distributed to the Family Resource Center in Boone-
ville and The Call Mall in Paris.  Both organizations were 
extremely grateful to receive the pillows. 
      After Dover’s success, we also made the decision to 
move forward with a donation-based breakfast.  We did 
not sell tickets in advance to the breakfast. Instead, we 
focused on changing up our sponsorship format, place-
mats, overall breakfast improvements and relied on the 
generosity of our community.  Everything went great! 
We had a good turnout for the breakfast and collected 44 
pillows! 

7-year old 
Bella Bryan  
makes her 
own contri-
bution to the 
pillow drive. 

Calico Rock 
Lion Rick Fisher reporting 

 
      At a regular club 
meeting recently, Ban-
corpSouth branch man-
ager Jay Knight (right) 
presented a check in the 
amount of $500 to Cali-
co Rock Lions club Presi-
dent Brayden McCurley 
(left) who received the 
funds on behalf of the 
grateful member-
ship.   The funds were 
provided as a grant by 
the company for use by 
the Lions club in their 
vision assistance pro-
gram which aids those in 
need with the purchase 
of eye exams and eye-
glasses.   

 

 
 
      

Jonesboro (University Heights) 

From FaceBook 

 
      In November, the University Heights Lions of Jones-
boro held their annual TV Auction.  According to club rep-
resentatives, bidding was brisk on some items and not so 
much on others.  To be sure, bargains were to be had on 
tools, clothing, gift certificates and other great stuff.  All 
items being auctioned were donat-
ed by local merchants. 
     This annual TV Auction has al-
ways been a great fundraiser and 
was again this year. 
 

 

 
WHERE DO PROJECT IDEAS COME FROM? 

THERE IS NOT ENOUGH 
SWINGS!  YOU'LL JUST HAVE 
TO WAIT YOUR TURN. 
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Gravette 
Lion Jeff Davis reporting 

  
     In January we  held our annual planning meeting 
where we brainstormed possible new services and fund-
raising opportunities.  Services we are considering in-
clude expanding our bookmobile service to young read-
ers during the summer, volunteering with Care and 
Share, working with the local summer sports programs to 
promote our human foosball court, adopting a mile of 
highway and revising our old Live and Learn community 
program.   

     At that 
meeting, we 
also inducted 
our newest 
member, 
Randy Canon.  
Most of us 
have known 
Lion Randy for 
years and 
know he will 
be an wel-
comed asset 
to our club. 
 

     The Benton County Justices of the Peace are inter-
viewing organizations who wish to share in in the coun-
ty’s $ 54 million Covid Relief Funds.  Our club has applied 
for $1300 for our eye examination and glasses program.  
Our fundraising is down because of the pandemic, yet we 
are seeing more than our average number of applica-
tions.  PDG Jeff Davis, the clubs Eye Exam Chair will make 
the grant presentation before the justices in late Febru-
ary or early March.   According to a county release, 61 
organizations have applied for $110 million. 
     If approved, the grant will provide ten individuals with 
and exam and glasses. 

New Lion Randy Canon smiles and his sponsor, Lion Jeff 
Davis attaches his Lions pin to his collar.  

Pea Ridge 
Lion Jeff Davis reporting 

  
     PR Lions had a float in the Pea Ridge Christmas pa-
rade. The theme was Blue Christmas. The float featured a 
stuffed lion, a nativity and a lighted Christmas tree. We 
honored our local police force with snowflakes stamped 
with their names and badge numbers. Hurray! Lions took 
home the Grand Champion award!!  

     Pea Ridge Lions gave away free coffee and donuts at the 
annual mule jump. It was a beautiful day. Several thousand 
attended and we were able to talk with many people about 
Lionism and what services our local club provides the commu-
nity. 
     We were thankful for our loyal sponsors that once again 
helped us with our biggest fundraiser of the year.   

Editors Note:  Pea Ridge tragically lost 
a police officer while on duty earlier 
this year, hence the Blue Christmas 
parade theme and celebration of the 
city’s police force. 

Little Rock Founders 
Lion Bill Heaston  reporting 

  
     Three times each year 
the Little Rock Founders 
Club holds a White Cane 
Day drive at the Park Plaza 
mall.  They set up at the 
two main entrances to the 
mall and always do well 
receiving donations and 
visiting with people. 
     In our most recent 
drive, we received $2200 
in donations. 
     White Cane Day is a 
traditional fundraiser used 
by many clubs throughout the world.  It celebrates an 
early Lions Club movement to promote the use of white 
canes by visually impaired individuals as a way to make 
them more visible to motorists. 

Hot Springs 

Jesse D Hawkins 
Lion David Shockey reporting 

      Lions David Shockey 
(President) and Mozella 
Anderson, members of 
the Jesse D Hawkins Li-
ons Club (Hot Springs), 
volunteered their time 
ringing the bell for the 
Salvation Army. They 
served at one of the 
Harps store locations. 
      

Who reports  
For your club? 

      Send your photos and club news to jduke22@att.net 
      

Shown recently at the Park Plaza mall 
with the Founders Club mascot, Snoil, 
are members (L—R) Robert Maxwell, 
George Foster and Bec Dwyer-Cop.  And 
just who is Snoil,  It’s non other than club 
member and WSB CEO Sharon Giovinaz-
zo. 

6 



Conway Noon 
Lion Phyliss Gilmore Fry  reporting 

     Conway Noon Lions Club members continue to 
ROAR and serve their community. Several members 
took time out to dine and then proceeded to shop for 
a foster family for Christmas. We had so much fun 
shopping for these kids. Much better than our usual 
Christmas party.  

Shoppers Phyliss Gilmore Fry,  Amy Reed,  Diane Brown,  Brandy 
Hinton Mullins, Kim Tyler, Debbie Townsend, Denny Brown and  
Richie Howell.  

     Fox Meadow School of Creative Me-
dia  (Nettleton) 6th grade artist Ethan Pepion & his 
winning poster in the 2021-2022 Lions International 
Peace Poster Contest.  Pictured are (l-r) are Charles 
Hartwig, Lions District 7-0 Peace Poster coordinator, 
Ethan, Jonesboro University Heights Lions 

Club President John Hie-
gel, and District 7-0 Dis-
trict Governor Roy 
Patterson.   
     Ethan’s poster took 
First Place in the JUH 
Lions contest at his 
school, and Honorable 
Mention in the District 
competition. .  

Jonesboro 

University Heights 
Lion Charles Hartwig  reporting 

Fort Smith Noon 
Lion Marty Houston reporting 

     In recent months, Fort Smith Lions have had a num-
ber of interesting speakers. 
     Mary Ann Craig spoke to us.  Mary 
Ann is with CASA or Court Appointed 
Special Advocates.  Mary Ann told us 
that CASA monitors around 800 kids in 
Foster care in Sebastian county, which is 
the largest number in the state served.    
     One of our speakers was Katie Raines, 
the executive director for Bost.  Katie 
talked to the club recently and told us 
that Bost was founded in 1959 through 
Doctor Bost, a Fort Smith Pediatrician, 
and  civic minded citizen who saw a need 
to provid a service for people with intel-
lectual and learning disabilities.  
     Not much to report the week. Lion 
John was to schedule  our speaker, but it 
was quite entertaining to hear him go 
through explanations as to why he did 
not secure one for our first official 
meeting of the year  
     The club also recently met and heard 
from guest speaker, Coach Jim Boone of 
the UAFS Lions men's basketball 
team.  Coach Boone, who is heading into 
his 2nd year as the head basketball coach 
at UAFS, is also in his 36th year in coach-
ing basketball.  Coach Boone said that he 
got into coaching  to impact young peo-
ple's lives, only to find out that the big-
gest impact he has made is with his own 
son.  
     Another speaker  was Fort Smith po-
lice chief Danny Baker.  Chief Baker has 
served in his current capacity since 
2018, prior to becoming chief, he said he 
had no ambition to become Fort Smith 
police chief and describes his time as 
chief as a "journey".  Chief Baker says he 
uses Proverbs 6:16 as a guide and see 
his and any fellow officer role as a 
"Peacekeeper" in the community.  

Mary Ann Craig 

Katie Raines 

Lion John 

Coach Jim Boone 

Chief Baker Clarksville 
Lion Rita Price reporting 

     Clarksville Lions 
Club had the privilege 
of having Arkansas 
Secretary of State 
John Thurston as our 
guest speaker at out 
meeting on Decem-
ber 14.  Mr. Thurston 
brought us update on 
the recent Statewide 
Redistricting.  Pic-
tured along with Mr. 
Thurston is Lion Leta 
Willis , Johnson Coun-
ty Tax Collector and 
Lion Herman Hou-
ston, Johnson County 
Judge!  

      At the December 
1, 2021 Fayetteville 
Lions Club lunch  
meeting, a $1,500 
check was present-
ed to Salvation Ar-
my Captain Joshua 
Robinett.  The 
Fayetteville Salva-
tion Army is one of 
several local chari-

ties supported by the Fayetteville Lions Club. 
     Pictured  making the presentation:  L to R: Captain 
Joshua Robinett, Lions Club President Andrew Al-
dridge, and Lions Club treasurer Aaron Ed-
wards.  Additional donations were also made by Lions 
attending the lunch. 
 

Fayetteville 
Lion Rick Bailey reporting 
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https://www.facebook.com/conwaynoonlions/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUaqdOrTHs_YEcJN4qyGv9p1zpRK6d7gbVR-lVdUy3UW0UerPKpEcSclxi0Yc2nb_SJC9cncE0xZqu89mBv9z0slAuhuR9OT3HGxDFGyE_rOd2ZfEWCYdseqaUB0y4ftq70NWkG72A7Wa17BLu1Brv7&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.facebook.com/phyliss.gilmorefry?__tn__=-%5dK*F
https://www.facebook.com/brandy.hintonmullins?__tn__=-%5dK*F
https://www.facebook.com/kim.tyler.7?__tn__=-%5dK*F
https://www.facebook.com/debbie.townsend.96?__tn__=-%5dK*F


service partners 

     Every Christmas for the past several years,  the Ozark Lions 
Club has provided toys for area kids. The club partners with 
Ozark/Altus Area Christmas Spirit for this huge service project. 
Working with the schools, Department of Human Services and 
churches and other groups, the Christmas Spirit committee so-
licits applications from 200-225 low income families. All applica-
tions are reviewed and those that are approved will receive a 
bag of food along with potatoes, milk and a turkey. The CS com-
mittee identifies families with children ages 0-12 and gives the 
Ozark Lions a list of the number of toys needed and the ages 
and gender of the children. The Lions members then schedule a 
day to shop for the toys. The number of toys is usually 200-250. 
Lions and community members then meet together with the 
Christmas Spirit committee to wrap all the toys. The toys are 
then labeled for each family, bagged in trash bags and matched 
to the food bags. Distribution is two days later. Hundreds if not 
thousands of needy children from North Franklin County have 
received gifts from Ozark Lions members over the years. Money 
for the project is raised through fundraisers and donations.  

Ozark  
Lion Charlotte Taff   reporting 

     Our highly popular 
Dinner in the Dark 
event is virtual again 
for 2022. Similar to 
last year, we are offer-
ing Dinner in the Dark 
kits designed for two 
people on our website 
for $125.  
     Access to pre-event 
website, including the 
silent auction 
     Access to our Virtu-
al Dinner in the Dark 
event on Friday, 
March 11, 2022 (pre-
program starts at 7:00 
p.m. with live broad-
cast to begin at 7:30 
p.m.) 

FRIDAY, MARCH 11, 2022 

   We're going all-out to make this 80th anniversary a 
memorable event and marking 80 years of miracles to the 
sight and hearing impaired.  Past International President 
Jimmy and Lion Velda Ross are no strangers to many in 
our Mid-South area and we will welcome them with a cas-
ual (informal) reception on Friday night March 11.  We'll 
do some committee business on Saturday morning; 
March 12 then enjoy a wonderful working brunch.  After-
wards we'll continue with committee meetings, then meet 
as a board to discuss what's going on and what we are 
planning for Mid-South next year. We'll have officer/board 
and nominating committee nominations, talk about next 
year's budget and upcoming events. 
 
Saturday evening will be the BIG party celebrating our 
80th anniversary (1942-2022). We have a great meal 
planned, we'll be inspired by PIP Jimmy, and we'll also be 
honoring several of our own by inducting Brian Staron, 
PID Howard Jenkins, PCC Brad and Lion Mona Baker 
into the L. B. Baker Hall of Honor.  We're asking for busi-
ness attire for that event. 
 
Cost for the entire event is $100 but I promise the experi-
ence will be PRICELESS!  Rooms are available at the 
Hilton for $139 plus tax per night. Click here to make your 
room reservation: Available Rooms - Hilton Memphis 
 
Reservations for the meeting are required and can be 
made by registering at 80th Anniversary, Hall of Honor 
and Quarterly Meeting - Mid-South Lions Sight And Hear-
ing Service, Inc (churchcenter.com) 
 
Please make plans now to be a part of our rich history 
as we celebrate 80 YEARS OF MIRACLES! 
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    YOUR CLUB  
Lion  (ANY CLUB MEMBER) reporting 

YOUR TOWN 

LIONS 

    Email to: jduke22@att.net 

https://www.hilton.com/en/book/reservation/rooms/?ctyhocn=MEMPHHF&arrivalDate=2022-03-11&departureDate=2022-03-13&room1NumAdults=1&cid=OM%2CWW%2CHILTONLINK%2CEN%2CDirectLink
https://midsouthlions.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/1044378
https://midsouthlions.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/1044378
https://midsouthlions.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/1044378


LIONS HELPING LIONS 

     DGE Dean Rowland,  a 
member of the Elkins Lions 
Club, became concerned 
when two friends encoun-
tered health issues while 
on an east coast vacation. 
 
     In his letter to Interna-
tional President Douglas X. 
Alexander, DGE Rowland 
explains how he reached 
out and received help for 
his friends from Boston 
Lion Mary Bura DiMasi. 
 
     He received a letter 
from President Alexander 
along with a presidential 
banner. 
 
 
      
 
      

By Lion Dean Rowland, District 7-I Governor Elect 

     Last November, I reached out to a Lions Club in Boston, Massachusetts.  I 
was reaching out for a friend in need.  A couple of amazing things happened 
while preforming this task.  The first one is that I got the number off Face-
book, called that number and here it is …. Someone answered that call!  After 
introducing myself the female voice interrupted me and said it was not a 
good time and asked if she could call me back in an hour.  I said sure.  So in 
about an hour, to my amazement, the female voice apologized and then in-
troduced herself.  She was a member of a Lions Club in Boston, I explained 
the reason for calling was that a friend of mine and his wife were up there for 
a fall foliage tour, but she got sick and was now in the hospital.  I was trying to 
find a way to help them for a long term stay, but didn’t know the area and my 
friends for sure didn’t either.  This female voice turned out to be Lion Mary 
Dimasi.  She immediately went to work to help.  She quickly made sure my 
friend knew the best routes to travel back and forth to the hospital daily.  The 
subway was the method of travel.  Also, he was not allowed to stay at the 
hospital and could only see his wife during visiting hours.  Lion Mary made 
sure he had restaurant gift cards and cash, all donated from clubs in the area.  
After surgery, Lion Mary sent flowers, in a lion vase, of course.  Anything that 
came up that you or I would not normally know about the area, she was the 
go-to person!  Lion Mary Damasi kept on checking in up to the point my 
friends made it back home to Arkansas. 
    I wrote a letter to our International President, Douglas X. Alexander, ex-
plaining all that Lion Mary did to help my friends.  The second amazing thing 
was IP Alexander sent her a personal letter, small banner and pin thanking 
her for her kind service. 
 
     I tell this story because I want to ask you this question.  Will you answer 
the call when your service is needed?  It may be something you never ex-
pected.  Lion’s service starts like this!  Will you answer the call? 
 
We Serve! 
 
DGE Dean Rowland 
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It has been said that the EVENTS which took 

place in the decade of the thirties had more of a lasting impact in 
America and the World than any other decade. 

    After the Stock Market crash in October 1929, America 
and the World went into a deep Depression; in America the Great 
Dust Bowl hit the Midwest and war was looming in Europe which 
eventually involved the whole world.  By 1933 unemployment had 
hit 25%; people were forging in garbage dumps for food and panic 
runs on banks threatened to bring down the entire financial system.  
The newly elected President, Franklin Roosevelt, promised and deliv-
ered,   His “New Deal” – work relief projects that set the jobless to 
work building dams, bridges, highways, airports and school houses.    
Congress enacted reform such as Social Security, unemployment 
compensation and Federal Insurance of Bank Deposits.  Through all 
of these events Lions International, the Lions of Arkansas and the 
Little Rock Lions Club kept the faith. 

In June 1930 at the Fourteenth Annual Lions International 
Convention Lion Earle Hodges  a former member of the Little Rock 
Lions Club was elected President of Lions International.                                            
 Quotes from the August 1930 “The Lions” magazine:   “The 
new president had given many years to the service of Lionism and 
who by inclination and training was equipped to lead.  At age nine-
teen he bought a country newspaper and became a publisher and 
editor.  Three times he was elected secretary of state for Arkansas 
and he missed being Governor of Arkansas by only a few votes.   As a 
Lion he had been a leader from the very beginning.  Twice he was 
chosen president of the Lions Club of Little Rock and was credited 
with making it the biggest Lions Club in the world.  It was then he 
founded the club bulletin, “The Jungle” and as its editor calling him-
self “The Jungle Guy” which won wide recognition as a writer.   
Three times the Arkansas clubs elected Lion Hodges their District 
Governor.  Then International demanded his service and he was 
made a director.  Two years later in 1927, he was elected vice presi-
dent of International and has advance yearly until now he is presi-
dent over 2,200 Clubs and 80,000 Lions”. 

On a Wednesday evening of November 18, 1931 the Lions 
of Arkansas held an “All Arkansas Banquet”. The following article 
appeared in the Arkansas Democrat the following day on November 
19, 1931.     
 “Lions Feast On Products Of Arkansas – Entertainment and 
food Abundant at State Wide Gathering   Approximately 250 Lions 
and Lionesses representing Lions Clubs from widely scattered parts 
of the state attended the All-Arkansas banquet sponsored by the 
local organization, given Wednesday night at the Hotel Marion.   The 
visitors brought their own contributions to the feast, which consist-
ed entirely of food produced within the borders of the state – cigars, 
coffee and salt excepted.   It was one of the most elaborate pro-
grams ever undertaken by the local club and included a huge variety 
of entertainment – singing, dancing, speaking, as well as the heaps 
of Arkansas-grown food on the festive board.   William Johnson, 
feature writer and agricultural editor of the Arkansas Democrat, was 
the principal speaker of the occasion.   While his talk was chiefly 
humorous, he spoke briefly on the abundance of the natural re-
sources of the state, which should carry its people through the de-
pression with little or no signs of hunger and want.   The delegation 
from Fayetteville brought tomato juice and apples; DeValls Bluff, 
White river catfish; Fort Smith, ham, butter and bread; Blytheville, 
string beans; El Dorado, sweet potatoes and jellies; Stuttgart, rice; 
Mena, sweet potatoes and sorghum; Camden and Russellville, green 
vegetables; Jonesboro, sorghum; Harrison, apples; Hot Springs, wa-
ter and ginger ale, while Little Rock provided steaks, bread, cigars, 
cabbage and pineapple salad and coffee and cream.  The Arkansas 
Power and Light quartet, The Mazda Melody Men sang a few selec-
tions and a dance program was presented by students of the Doro-
thy Donelson School of Dancing.   H. T. (Will) Terry, District Governor 
of Lions clubs, delivered the address of Welcome, while Fred A. 
Weise, president of the local club, served as toastmaster.   The All-
Arkansas banquet idea was sponsored by Mr. Weise and was gener-
ally regarded, especially after the dinner and entertainment, as a 
“wow” of a success”.   
  The Arkansas Lions State Convention was held in Harrison 
on May 30, 31, 1932 with 148 Lions registered and over 200 Lions 
and guest participated in the convention with District Governor Will 
Terry of the Little Rock Lions Club  presiding.   Up until 1932 Arkan-
sas only had one District Governor.  By resolution adopted at the 

1932 Convention Arkansas was divided into two Districts.    A district 
north of the Arkansas River with 26 clubs and a district south of the 
Arkansas River with 25 clubs.   Lion Will Terry was re-elected as Dis-
trict Governor for the South District and Charles Stuck from Jonesbo-
ro was elected District Governor for the North District of Arkansas.  
When Lion Will Terry was elected to the International Board of Di-
rectors two months later at the International Convention in Los An-
geles, California he gave up his office as District Governor. Lion W. E. 
Silliman from Camden was chosen to fill the vacancy for the year 
1932-1933 replacing Will Terry.   Also, during the 1932 Convention 
the delegates adopted two activities for the year:  Immunization of 
School children against diphtheria and the Lions Juvenile Braille 
Magazine.   The Little Rock Lions Club elected to participate in both 
of these Service projects along with their Eye Glasses and eye exami-
nations for school children as well as their other sight projects.   

 Notes from the Clubs archives: “In 1933 when the 
banks throughout America were closed by order of President 
Roosevelt the Little Rock Lions Club was without funds to op-
erate.  The Hotel Marion Management notified the club Sec-
retary that they had to have cash each week until the banks 
were opened again. The Board of Directors met to decide 
how to pay cash.   One of the members was Will Rogers who 
was manager of the Bulk Plant of the Standard Oil Company 
in Little Rock and did only cash business.  The Secretary con-
tacted him to see if his company would lend the club enough 
money to take care of the meals at the hotel each week until 
the club could get their cash in the bank.   Lion Rogers con-
tacted his superior officers and came back with a much de-
sired favorable reply. Lion Rogers was a real Lion and a life 
saver for the club.  That was real Lionism in real action”.  

Despite efforts like this, many members did not have 
the money to pay their dues.  As a result membership during 
those depression years dwindled in the Little Rock Lions Club 
and throughout Lions International.  At the 20th anniversary 
of the club in 1936 there were three of the original 39 charter 
members still in the club.  The total membership in the June 
1936 roster stood at 103 active members.   From a high of 
188 members in the latter part of the 1920s the membership 
in the Little Rock Lions Club had dropped down to 104 mem-
bers in June 1939.    

Although the Little Rock Lions Club had declined in 
their membership, the club helped to spread Lionism in Ar-
kansas by organizing three new Lions club during these years:  
Benton (1931); North Little Rock (1931); and Pulaski Heights 
(1937).  The club also provided leadership in the state when 
Lion Hugo Norvell was elected District Governor for the 1934-
35 Lions year.    In addition International Director Will Terry 
had completed his two year term on the International Board 
and was elected District Governor in Arkansas for the 1937-
38 Lions year over the South District in Arkansas. 

During the latter years of the thirties the Little Rock 
Lions Club was instrumental in having the Little Rock City 
Council pass an ordinance giving blind persons holding canes 
the right of way.  In addition, through the cooperation of Past 
Club President J. G. Burlingame the County Judge assisted a 
student at the Arkansas School for the Blind obtain permis-
sion to operate a newsstand in the County Court House.   This 
was the beginning of the stand program which provided gain-
ful employment to a great number of blind and visually im-
paired individuals.  There will be more about this program 
and the establishment of Arkansas Enterprises for the Blind in 
the next Issue on the History of the Little Rock Founders Lions 
Club. 

On September 1, 1939 Germany invaded Poland 
from the east inciting Poland’s Allies, Great Britain and France 
to declare war on Germany.   Thus a decade starting in a De-
pression ended with a War which would involve the whole 
world.   Six years would pass before the struggle ended.  

 
 
Reference Sources:  “The Lion” magazine August 1930; Arkan-
sas Democrat November 19, 1931; Little Rock Lions Archives 
and “The Jungle” 
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    19 District 7-0 Convention 

FEBRUARY FEBRUARY 

Info     Additional information appears elsewhere in this newsletter 
 

MARCH 

     5 Brad Baker 5K, Memphis, TN 
    11 44th Annual Lions Day at the UN (New York)  
    11 Leader Dog Dinner in the Dark  Info 

  11-12 Mid-South  Lions Sight & Hearing Quarterly Board 
Meeting and 80th Anniversary Diner in Memphis, TN.  Key-
note by PIP Jimmy Ross.  Info 

    19 District 7-N Convention,  Carlisle AR   Info 

  25-26 District 7-I Convention, Russellville, AR   Info 

 

    2 Mid-South Lions Visiting Day at the Hamilton Eye 
Institute in Memphis, TN 

APRIL 

May 

  13-14 State Convention, Jonesboro, AR   Info 

Can you spot eight differences between  
the top and the bottom picture? 

Photo by Mike Benefield       (Answers on page 12) 

MANY STYLES AND SIZES 
TO CHOOSE FROM! 

Mens & Ladies 
Long & Short Sleeve 

Polo & Button 
Website coming Soon! 

For information or pricing call or email: 
Lion Jack Wells—501-984-6412 — sewperfect.emb@gmail.com 

Jack Wells, a member of the Hot Springs Lions Club, and his company have an 
agreement with the Arkansas Lions MD-7 to provide and sell these items on 
behalf of  the Arkansas Lions. 

 
A SERVICE PROJECT IS NOT 

COMPLETE UNTIL IT HAS 
BEEN REPORTED. 

REPORTING SERVICE 

Does your club have a 
Service Chairperson? 

JUNE 

  24-28 International Convention, Montreal, Canada 
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