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A VIEW FROM THE CHAIR 
Greetings once again Arkansas Lions!  Can you believe that we are over 

halfway thru this 2014-2015 LION Year?  Now that school is back in  

session and we are returning to our normal routines, after the hustle and 

bustle of the holidays, I would like for you to take a moment and consider  

KEEPING YOUR LION HEART PUMPED UP!! 

The Heart of a Lion exists in us all.  During the past six months as Council 

chairperson, I have been made mindful of this on a daily basis.  My heart 

has been touched many times by way of phone calls, emails and 

face-to-face conversations with Lions from all across Arkansas.  On  

several occasions, I have been told about a spouse whose bride or groom 

of 50-60 years had passed away and they turned to us to donate  

eyeglasses or hearing aids, in an effort to assist those in need. A story 

was also shared with me about a woman, who was dropping off a pair of  

eyeglasses… but wanted to save the case because, as she stated,  

she just wasn’t ready to part with everything yet.  The State office and I  

have taken phone calls from citizens who wish to donate items, such as 

mobility equipment, books and computers, and of course, eyeglasses.   

All of this takes heart!  

We’ve also experienced an increase of calls, from around Arkansas,  

requesting assistance for eye exams, hearing aids, food baskets, etc., but 

what I have come to learn from all of this is the fact that people know who 

Lions are, what Lions do, and even where Lions can be found.  

As Lions, we are known as the “go-to club’ in the community: hard  

working, salt of the earth, generous. We have earned a favorable image of 

Lionism that reaches beyond our club or district, and of that we can be 

proud. While many associations have emerged in the last 20 years, Lions 

have remained strong for nearly 100 years.  The Lions of Arkansas will  

celebrate their 97
th

 Annual MD-7 State Convention in April – proof of our 

longevity and commitment to serve!  The Heart of a Lion is felt at the Club 

level in each of our 141 communities in Arkansas, at the District and State 

levels, and throughout our international association:  

Lions who have served & continue to serve EVERY DAY.   

Be Proud, yet Humble.  As we continue thru the last few months of this 

2014-2015 Lion Year, we should all be reinvigorated and  

get our Lion blood pumping.   



.You are all encouraged to “wear your heart on your sleeve,” as the saying goes, and continue  

giving to your community through your good deeds and acts of kindness;  

touching those in-need with the “ Heart of a Lion.” 

Thanks again for all you do, as LIONS!!   

As I always say, “If It’s Meant To Be, It’s Up To 

Me… 

and YOU.”   

It’s A Great Day To Be A LION!!!! 

Lion Matt Webber 
MD-7 CC 

 
“I love those who can smile in trouble, who can 
gather strength from distress and grow brave  
by reflection.  They whose heart is firm, and 
whose conscience approves their conduct,  

will pursue their principles unto death.”  
~ Leonardo da Vinci 

 
“The best and most beautiful things in the world cannot be seen or even touched…  

they must be felt with the heart.” ~ Helen Keller 
 
 

***************** 

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 

Did you know that more than half of all new Lions join a club in the second half of each year? Now 
is the time to recommit yourself to the goals you set for your district, your club and yourself! Here 
are some key action steps that can help you achieve your goals:  
• Charter New Clubs – How many new clubs have been chartered in your district? So far, more than 
200 districts have formed at least one new club, and almost all of those districts are experiencing 
positive growth. Make chartering new clubs your focus right now. Work with your DG team and 
GMT/GLT district coordinators to charter new clubs in your district. Remember, chartering new 
clubs is the one area that allows you to personally control the growth inside your district.  

• Promote Family and Friends Month – Work closely with your clubs to 
plan a successful Family and Friends Month event in April. Family and 
Friends Month is a time for clubs to invite family and friends to learn 
more about their clubs and what we do as Lions. It’s also a great oppor-
tunity for clubs to invite new members and involve family and friends in 
service.  
• Download the Family and Friends Month flyer from our website today, 
and then encourage your clubs to host a special event in April!  
• Invite New Members – Work with your DG team and GMT/GLT to invite 
new members to existing clubs, and put an emphasis on membership 
satisfaction to boost retention in your district.  
 
Continue to use the LCI resources available to you to meet your goals. 
Don’t wait...keep working hard to solidify your legacy and finish your 
year strong!! 
                                                                             PCC Lion Ken Swanson 
                        MD 7 GMT 
 



Dates for MD and District Events 
 

February 27, 2015 
Hope Evening Lions Charter Night 

6:00 p.m. 
Hempstead Hall 

UACCH 
Hope, AR 

You are invited to attend the Hope Evening Lions Charter Night Celebration scheduled for February 27, 2015 
beginning at 6:00 p.m. in Hempstead Hall on the UACCH campus in Hope.  Attached is a reservation form to 
be submitted by February 20th.   
 
It is truly a Celebration to welcome a new club into the Lions' family.  Let's show them our enthusiasm and 
support for this special event by having representatives attending from every part of the great state of Ar-
kansas Lions. 

February 28, 2015 
District 7 N 

Cabinet Meeting 
10:00 a.m.   

Lorance Drive Church of Christ  
4215 Lorance Drive  

Little Rock, AR 72206  

We are planning on holding “stuff the trailer” event in conjunction  
with our next District Cabinet meeting February 28, 2015.   

March 7, 2015 
District 7 I 

Cabinet Meeting 
10:00 

Western Sizzlin’ 
1105 E. Main St. 
Russellville, AR 

Cabinet meeting will be followed by CGL Training 
Send someone from your Club 

 

Don’t forget  MD7 Convention 

April 17-18 
Harding University 

Searcy, AR 

Information and Registration forms  

are in this newsletter 



 



MD7 MIDWINTER LEADERSHIP FORUM 

WOW!! ABSOLUTELY OUTSTANDING!! 

If you missed it, you really missed a lot!! 

International Vice President Lion Bob Corlew and Lion Diane 

 

International President’s Certificate of Apprciation 



BREAKOUT SESSIONS 

 

 

 

AND  GOOD 

 FOOD 





 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 



WE ARE ALL COMMITTED TO INNOVATION,  

TECHNOLOGY AND SOCIAL MEDIA!! 


