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Let’s talk about leadership! 
	 The definition of leadership, the 
action of leading a group of people or an 
organization.
	 In Lions this has many mean-
ings. From chairing a project to being 
club President, to being Zone Chair to 
being District Governor. We need leaders 
in all these positions. Sometimes future 
leaders need encouragement. They need 
to be reassured that their peers will trust 
them. They need to be encouraged to give 
of their talents. 
	 If there’s someone in your club 
that shows leadership qualities, encourage 
them. Let them no they are not doing this 
alone. Reassure them they have support. 
Every club and organization struggles 
with finding leaders. The thing is. We 
have an abundance of leaders in our orga-
nization. We just need to tap that leader-
ship potential. We need to help move 
these leaders along. 
	 If you feel there’s someone in 
your club or you know of someone in a 
different club. Let me know, or a member 
of our current leadership team. We would 
be more than happy to follow up and have 
a conversation with them.
	 The past month has been busy 
for Lion Jo and myself. We had the op-
portunity to be part of the International 
board meeting and activities.We also got 
the chance to be a part of the vision foun-
dation Eyeball Gala and the Thanksgiv-
ing for vision. We have been able to visit 
multiple clubs already. The club visits are 
truly enjoyable for us. We both cherish 
the memories and relationships we have 
gotten.

	 So we would like to thank everyone who has 
an influence in me taking the next step into leader-
ship. Without the encouragement of my peers I would 
not be in this position. I would not be having the time 
of my life. Learning from others. I will be the first to 
say stepping into this position and other positions of 
leadership have been scary to say the least, The one 
thing that gave me the courage to do it. Is knowing I
wasn’t doing it alone. I had support  from past and 
current leaders. Just like anyone else who is consider-
ing leadership roles.
	 The next month will be filled with more 
club visits and opportunities to meet great LIons 
throughout the District. We look forward to each new 
adventure and visit. 
	 Let’s keep in mind that the midwinter 
convention is approaching quickly. The amazing Lion 
Cindy has a lot of amazing speakers and ideas. She 
will give you more information in her article.
	 Always remember if you have any questions, 
thoughts or ideas. Never hesitate to contact me. I may 
not have the answer but i have the phone number to 
the person who does, and I will get you the answer.

5m4 DG Rob Wiener
5m4lionrob@gmail.com
320-241-7100 

Time to lead!

Convention Registration form on Page 3 - Register now!
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PDG Bob Kulberk and !st VDGE Sue Kulbeik

Lion Sue is still the Leader Dog 
Chair and would love to bring 
puppy-in training, Olee, to meet 
your club or to your special event.  
Please contact her at any 
time if you need her. Cell: 
605-949-0161 and email: 
kulbeik@gmail.com
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A note 
from
VDGE 
Sue

	 Fall 2022 has turned out to be a very busy time!  I was thrilled to go back to Leader Dog for a visit with my fellow 
Vice District Governors for three days.  We learned the history of Lions who founded the school, how our funds are used, 
and we got to learn how it feels to walk (blindfolded) with a white cane – and with a Leader Dog in his harness.  It was a 
very moving moment when we were honored to be present when one of our speakers met his Leader Dog for the first time.  
I’m very proud to be associated with this wonderful place!
	 We were recently honored to attend the “Host Night” celebration at the Nicollet Island Pavilion where International 
President Brian Sheehan hosted the International Directors at an Octoberfest themed celebration.  It was a beautiful set-
ting along the Mississippi River, the food was terrific and the German band was replaced after dinner by the Johnny Holms 
Band!  It felt like old home week to see him again.  Brian played a video of his father at a Johnny Holms concert in Bird 
Island decades ago.  I spoke with Johnny during a break and when we compared notes of where I first saw him play it was 
almost 50 years ago!  We both felt a little older after doing the math.
	 In speaking with many of the International Directors at the dinner, they were so impressed with the week that 
Brian’s team put together.  They toured all the facilities at the U of M that the Lions Foundations support.  They also took a 
train ride up and spent time in the Duluth area.  They had several meetings, did service projects, and heard Brian’s plans for 
his year as Lions President.  Their overwhelming impression was that the Lions of Minnesota went above and beyond their 
wildest imagination to accommodate them during their visit and “Minnesota Nice” became a real thing to them.
	 The day after the party in Minneapolis, I headed to Cragun’s Resort in Brainerd for District Governor training for 
several days and observing the Council of Governor’s meeting.  The training was excellent and gets my mind whirling on 
everything I want to accomplish during my year.  I feel fortunate to have so many Past District Governors as active mem-
bers of our Cabinet and available for ideas and advice.  Many other Districts don’t have that luxury, so I am truly blessed.  
Olee came along for a little training and was a very good boy during all the meetings.  His biggest challenge was not clean-
ing up the floor near the buffet line in the dining room!
	 It is also fun to spend time with the current District Governor group from around Minnesota and Canada, my group 
of Vice District Governors, and the Second Vice District Governor group.  We all have Lionism in common, but everyone 
has their own story of how they came to be in the leadership track for their District.  If you are interested in learning more 
about what it takes to become one of the Leaders of District 5M4, please contact DG Rob or myself.
Remember to send info on your events, anniversaries, fund raisers, and success stories to our newsletter editor – Anne 
O’Flynn.  Her contact info is elsewhere in this newsletter.

Have a safe and spectacular Fall!
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“Lions Strong: 
Making A Difference”

 
 

 
  

PLEASE MAKE YOUR OWN HOTEL RESERVATIONS! 

 

–

–
 

–
 

       PLEASE CHOOSE YOUR BANQUET MEAL:  Beef ____     Fish   ______      Vegetarian ________ (How many for each selection)  

                                   Make Checks payable to: District 5M4 Lions Mid-Winter Convention Fund  
Send to: Cindy Fronning, 324 E. Hillside Ave. Fergus Falls, MN 56537                               

 Contact Cindy Fronning for questions 651-324-8415 or email cindy@nadona.org                                                                                                    
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See page 5 
for flyer!

place. And then it’s convention time!

committee. The hospitality theme this year is “Fun in the Sun”. There will be areas set up for children as 

Come and have some “Fun in the 
Sun”.

kulbeik@hotmail.com
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The best part about this is most of these items are on sale at 
deep discounts right now due  to back to school. So if you can 

stock up and help us help our teachers and students throughout 
the district. Keep an eye out for more information to come.

The Mid-Winter Convention is coming quickly. We have 
decided to do a service project for schools. This will 

help the students and the staff of elementary schools  
throughout the district. What we are doing is a class 
room supply kit. We ask clubs and individual members 
to help  us collect items needed. DG Rob has discussed 
this project with a number of elementary grade school 
teachers and he was able to compile a list of items they 

need in February.
Each club is asked to contribute!

HERE IS YOUR SHOPPING LIST:

 -Kleenex
- Glue sticks
- Crayons
- Crayon markers

- Scissors

- Gallon Zip Lock bags

- Snacks 

- Card stock

5M4 Convention
Service Project!
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PUT YOUR EVENT ON THE 5M4 WEBSITE!
Please let us know if you'd like us to post your 5M4 club event.

Send to patrickposl@gmail.com
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Turkey + Ham + Cash

LOWRY COMMUNITY CENTER         LOWRY LIONSat by

November 17, 5-7:30 p.m.

31 Bingo Games, 50 cents a game
Free Will Donation for a Sloppy Joe Meal
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Please let us know if you'd like us to post your 5M4 club event.
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The Benson Lions Club held their monthly meeting Monday, Oct. 17 at Track Bar and Grill in Benson.  
Five new members were sworn in by District Governor Rob Wiener.   Rob spoke on the importance of 
team work and stressed how “together we can make a difference, we can make things happen”.  He 
also presented other awards to members of the club. Benson, along with 52 other Lions Clubs, make 
up the 5M4 “Snowmen” District. Rob and his wife, Jo, are from Sauk Centre.

Lions Club International Foundation has donated $250,000 to Ukraine and $100,000 to Florida (hur-
ricane relief).

Pictured above are members 
of the Benson Lions Club (five 
other members not present).

At right are the new Lions 
members that were sworn in 
Monday evening. Front row: Barb 
Schluter, Pam Lawatsch, Frank 
Lawatsch, Peggy Bausman and 
Kevin Bausman. Back row: Dis-

trict Governor 
Rob Wiener 
and his wife, 
Jo; sponsors of 
the new mem-
bers: Linda 
Smith, Loretta 
Burns, Rodney 
Burns, Cindy 
Frank and Mark 
Frank. 

Benson Lions Club  

• We Serve •
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Once again, the Past District Governors of 5M4 are honored to 
organize the Memorial Service at the Mid-Winter Convention.

If someone from you club has passed away since 1/1/2022, please 
forward their name and a photo to PDG Bob Kulbeik at 

kulbeik@hotmail.com.  Also, please indicate if they were in the 
service to our country or a first responder. Past District Gover-
nors- please bring your white coat to participate in the service.

Memorial Service at Mid-Winter



Need something in the newsletter?  Send to: anneo@runestone.net

11.
5M4 Newsletter           
www.e-district.org/sites/5M4       
NOVEMBER 2022

The Buffalo Lake Lions Club wanted to honor the Allina 
Hospice team with a memorial donation for their won-
derful services they provided to their member that passed 
away from ALS this past month, Lion Brian Krumrey.   
Handing the donation to Allina team member Sara 
Kramer (Susan’s sister), is Lion member Susan Krumrey.

The Buffalo Lake Lions Club donated to a neighboring town 
as they were fundraising for a new/larger trailer for their 
marching band equipment.  Pictured with some members of 
the Hutchinson Marching Band are BL Lion Members, Susan 
Krumrey and Sarah Work.

Buffalo Lake Lions Club donates to their community

Elbow Lake Lions make
580 jars of horseradish!
Special thanks to Elbow Lake Lion, farmer Terry (largest 
horseradish field in Grant County).  He has managed our 
crop so we will be harvesting half of it every other year.  
The roots this year were primo.  We had 32 5 gal pails and 
2 plastic totes of roots out of the field in 1/2 hr Saturday 
morning.

Our product is sold for $8/jar by our club members, at 
Miller's Fresh Foods, and at Grant County Lumber, and 
the Barrett Locker.  This year we are also retailing at the 
Millerville Creamery (with talk of a horseradish butter 
experiment).  And Lion Matt Miller is exploring the pos-
sibility of bringing horseradish to the other Miller's Fresh 
Foods location.

Horseradish has become one of our best fundraisers.  
With more product this year it promises to be even better.  
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	 Fall of 2022 has developed into “what day is it 
and what Lions event do I have today”!
	 We attended the Brian Sheehan “Host Night” for 
all International Directors in Minneapolis.  Octoberfest 
was a ton of fun and I’ve never seen so much lederho-
sen in one place.
	 From there I picked up Olee from his puppy 
sitters and we headed up to Cragun’s near Brainerd for 
two days of training with all the other First Vice Dis-
trict Governors.  That was followed by sitting in on the 
Councils of Governors meeting.
	 Since then, we have attended several club meet-
ings to talk about the work Leader Dog is doing (which 
is amazing).  We also have been on one or two zoom 
meetings each week.
	 Finally, we attended the Minnesota Lions Vision 
Foundation “Eye Ball” and also their Thanksgiving for 
Vision.  I learned lots about the research being done 
and how our donations are being used.
Please remember to put together your club or personal 
donation for our Mid-Winter Convention silent auc-
tion and also get your ad ready for the Convention 
booklet.
	 Contact me if I can be of help:  
kulbeik@hotmail.com or cell: 605-949-0161.
					     1st VDG Sue Kulbeik

Plenty of Lion’s events!

IP Brian Sheehan and new Presidential Award winner, Lion 
Merlin Athmann 

PDG Bob and 1st VDG Sue (and Olee) at the Eye Ball.

ELBOW LAKE LIONS
TURKEY BINGO
is on Friday, Nov. 18, 2022 

7 p.m. at the Elbow Lake Firehall  
Come and have some fun!
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The WCA Greenhouse, funded in part by a grant from LCIF, 
is complete!  They have finished construction and the kids 
are already using the facility.  There are just a few accessories 
waiting to be added and we will be closing out the grant.

Even better news is the affect the greenhouse is having.  
Teachers from all departments and all ages are adding les-
sons that include the greenhouse.  

Several students participated in an online forum on reducing 
hunger around the world and could share the story of their 
greenhouse, paid entirely by donations from Lions and com-
munity donors.

Also, the FFA kids in the 2021 school year were a couple 
dozen.  This year the school has agreed to include 7th and 
8th grade and because of the interest in the greenhouse, the 
new total of FFA kids is 145!

LCIF grant helps build 
greenhouse for WCA schools
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Spicer Lions make donation
Spicer Lion Ed Rauk presented the Spicer Sunrise Lions $500 
donation to Ashley Hanson of THE LINK. All funds raised 
from the public by Lions are returned to the community both 
locally and worldwide. This donation is designated to the 
area of greatest need. 

Special request from your 

newsletter editor...

Please e-mail your 
items to me at

anneo@
runestone.net

Thanks!   Lion Annie O’Flynn

Having a hard time finding new members?...
maybe you should ask one of these?...

 your spouse
your children
your neighbor
your brother
your sister
your best friend
your mailman
your garbage man
your insurance agent
your banker
your car dealer
your doctor
your nurse
your pastor

your boyfriend
your girlfriend
your mother
your father
your cousin
your past Lions members
your business partner
your barista
your mayor
your local store owners
 As you can see the options are limitless.  Find one of the 
above or one of your own choices.  Share the gift of Lionism 
today!!
 Submitted by Jason Kerfeld
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Mn Lions Childhood Cancer Foundation Inc. 

 Believe Award 

Application 
Club Name _____________________________________________________ 

Address _______________________________________________________ 

City _________________________ State __________ Zip Code___________ 

Recipient: 

Name _________________________________________________________ 

Address _______________________________________________________ 

City _________________________ State ___________ Zip Code __________ 

 Please check: 

____ Memorial Donation $1,000.00, given in memory of a deceased Lion or non-Lion. 

_____ Cumulative Award – Accumulated gifts over time resulting in a $1,000.00 donation. 

Mail or Email Application to: 

Lion Genia Sjerven 
14496 Geneva Ave N 

Hugo MN 55038 
sjerven@gmail.com 

Mail Award to: Name ___________________________________________________ 

    Address _________________________________________________ 

    City _____________________ State ___________ Zip Code________ 
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This award can be 
awarded to a Lion, a 
community member or
business or other or-
ganization the club 
chooses.  The award 
helps with the ongoing 
hearing health research 
projects at the Univer-
sity of Minnesota.

This award can be 
given for every $1,000 
the club gives to our
organization.  Clubs 
can check with their 
trustees to find our 
theirbalance.

Hearing 
Research 

Fellowship 
Application
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