
Greetings 5M4,
    
     I’ve truly enjoyed getting out to meet more of you during my club visits this summer.  It 
has been inspiring to see our 5M4 Lions in action within your communities and your neigh-
bors’ communities!  Whether it’s serving meals, joining in your parades, or visiting your 
hosted community events, your efforts are noticed!  Please keep inviting me; I love being 
part of your service!
     As we look ahead, I want to highlight a few important leadership opportunities and the 
criteria for our Club Excellence Award for this Lions year, 2025-2026:
   We need strong leaders to keep our clubs moving forward.  The Regional Lions Lead-
ership Institute (RLLI) will be held in Mankato this year, see page 12.  What an excellent 
chance to strengthen leadership skills.  Another new, exciting  opportunity for leadership 
growth is coming to Roseville this November.  IGNITE will light a fire in you, spark your 
passion, and sharpen your leadership abilities.  If you are interested in either event, please 
let GLT Marty or myself know.  You are also invited to join us at our next 5M4 Cabinet 
meeting!  All are invited to Max’s Grill and Bar in Olivia on October 29th, 6pm.  This is a 
great way to better understand the leadership and business of 5M4.  Please RSVP to me if 
you plan to attend. 
     The Club Excellence Award (CEA) – One of the requirements to earn the CEA is to par-
ticipate in the three global weeks of service.  The first one begins in October and spotlights Mental Health and Well-Being. Consider 
sponsoring a class in your area and inviting others to attend (see page 9 for details).  I also have free yard signs available to help 
promote this initiative, contact me if you’d like some for your community.  Our Service Team Leader, IPDG Jacque, has also shared a 
wealth of ideas on pages 17 & 18 to help you get started.  Please start planning now so you don’t miss out!  The full CEA criteria can 
be found on page 4, please review it so you don’t miss any important deadlines.
     PCC Rob (our GMT) has prepared an excellent chart on pages 20 & 21 that provides an at-a-glance look at your clubs progress 
in membership, service reporting, LCIF donations, and if your club has attended officer training (or completed it in the portal).  Would 
you like help in planning a membership drive?  PCC Rob, Membership team leader, is here for you, just reach out to him.  We are 
looking forward to promoting Lions at an event in Willmar on September 13th.  Come check us out for ideas for your next event! 
     Many clubs still need to complete officer training.  If you prefer, you can complete this individually through the Lions Learning Cen-
ter, where e-books are available for each position.  If you have trouble logging in or navigating the portal, please let us know.  More 
in-person sessions will be offered this fall, keep an eye out for upcoming dates in next month’s newsletter.
    Don’t keep your great events a secret!  Share them with me so I can join you, and get them advertised in the newsletter!  Your 
neighbors would love the opportunity to come support you as well!  
   We are still promoting the Golf Passport fundraiser for the USA Special Olympics.  If you need more passports to sell, please reach 
out to 1VDG Jason.  Remember, Christmas is coming – these will make great stocking stuffers!!

  
Thank you for all you are doing to strengthen our clubs, serve your communities, and carry out the mission of Lionism. 

Together, we will rise higher!  

  	 District Governor Susan Krumrey       susanreuberkrumrey@outlook.com       320-295-8327
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Is your club hosting an event or planning a service project?  
I’d love the opportunity to attend, lend a hand, and show support.  If you have a flyer or event details, we’d be happy to help promote it on the District 5M4 Facebook page. 

 Is your club posting events and projects on your Clubs Facebook page?  Let us know so we can help spread the word by sharing it on ours?!  

Don’t keep those great activities a secret!  
Let’s work together to showcase all the amazing things happening across our district - let me know how 5M4 can support you!  

Contact me anytime at susanreuberkrumrey@outlook.com or 320-295-8327.
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Need something in the newsletter?  Send to: anneo@runestone.net

Lion Jason Kerfeld, 
1VDG District 5M4

Leader Dog visit leaves a mark!
	 September and its back to school! I am at the point in my life where I don’t have to worry 
about any of that school shopping or seeing the kids off to school on that first day.  The toughest deci-
sion I have to make now in the first part of September is who to start on my Fantasy Football teams!
	 I just arrived home from spending last weekend in Detroit, Michigan (actually Rochester Hills) 
at Leader Dog for the Blind headquarters.  It has become tradition for the 1VDG from the Multiple 
District to travel out there for a tour.  In that tour we were able to walk blindfolded with the use of a 
white cane and also use a guide dog to navigate around objects.  In the evening our group ate “Dinner 
in the Dark” to experience the challenges the blind feel with day to day tasks that many of us take for 
granted because we have our sight.  It was safe to say that it touched the lives of all of us in that room.  
Many of our Lions Clubs in our district contribute annually to Leader Dog and I can attest that it is a 
wonderful program they have there.
	 September is going to be an exciting month for many in our 5M4 district.  Make sure if 
you haven’t signed up for RLLI in Mankato please do so ASAP.  If those days don’t work for you please turn 
your attention to the New Lions Ignite coming to Roseville in November(there is only 4 of those being 
held in the US and we are lucky enough to have one here in Minnesota). Please give either of these two options a chance to advance 
your leadership within our organization, you’ll not be disappointed.  Also in September, I will have my first opportunity to attend the 
USA/Canada Forum in Atlantic City.  I am looking forward to learning more about what makes the Lions the most popular service 
organization in the world and hopefully learn new ways to help you grow our organization in your hometown.
	 I know PCC Rob is working hard assisting some of our clubs in organizing their membership drives.  If you haven’t made 

plans to host yours yet, please make a concerted effort on growing 
your/our membership…more members, more service!!	

	 Many of our clubs have been sending checks for some or all of the 
LCIF-Mn Special Olympics Golf Passports…that is great, but could 
you also let me know how many more you or your club is in need of 
because this fundraiser is on-going until October 1, 2026.  Please do 
not sell yourselves short.  Our district is off to a great start and we 
would like to keep the momentum going, especially with the holiday 
season of gift-giving coming up soon!

	 	 If there is anyone out there reading this newsletter that is consider-
ing stepping up into the 2VDG position, please contact me sometime 
in September.  The reason for that is that is there is training coming 
up in Alexandria Oct 16-18 and I don’t want you to miss this vital 
part of the first part of the 2VDG year, plus its nice to work as a three 
person team.

	 	 Also, a quick reminder to get your Peace Poster information out 
into the hands of our artists!  Its always so nice to see how well these 
young ones can draw and create works of art.  Early bird registration 
is open for the 5M4 Mid-Winter Convention in Willmar February 
6-8, 2026.  It would be nice to see a representation from every club 
in our district.  Its looking to be an amazing weekend of information 
and entertainment that you’ll not want to miss.

Serving by your side, Lion Jason Kerfeld, 1VDG
320-429-0794(cell)
333 Morning View Lane, Sauk Centre MN 56378
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The theme for this year’s PEACE POSTER CONTEST is

“Together As One”
Kits are available through the Lions Store. They are for ages 11-13 (as of November 15, 

2025) Completed winning entries must be postmarked by November 15, 2025 and send 
to DG Susan Krumrey, PO Box 134, Buffalo Lake MN 56314

LIONS INTERNATIONAL PEACE POSTER CONTEST

Ashby Lions Officers
Donna Faye Grover, Treasurer, Mickie Rogal, Zone Chair, 
Penny Scholl, Administrator, Marcia Koefod, Secretary
Marsha Bowman, President, Heidi Kent, Marketing
Roger Moerke, Tail Twister. Not Pictured - Mark Myron, Vice 
President. Mickie installed new Ashby Lions officers at their 
July meeting.

Can Do Canines is the 

foundation for the

 multiple convention in 

April of 2026.
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OPEN CABINET POSITIONS
2nd Vice District Governor
Zone 3 Chair

 

Cabinet Meetings:
 All Lions members are warmly invited to attend any 
upcoming cabinet meeting this year.  This is a great 
opportunity to gain deeper insight into the busi-
ness of District 5M4 and to better understand the 
roles and responsibilities of our cabinet members.  
Whether you're curious about district operations 
or considering future leadership, your presence is 
welcome and encouraged.
   October 29, 2025 – Max’s Bar & Grill, Olivia, 6pm
   February 6, 2026 – Best Western Conference 
Center / Mid-Winter Convention, Willmar, Time/
TBD
   May 6, 2026 – Alexandria, Place and Time TBD
Please RSVP to DG Susan if you plan to attend.

 
If you are interested in any of these leadership positions or have questions on what each position does, please reach out to DG Susan Krumrey at 320-295-8327 or at susanreuberkrumrey@outlook.com.

Wanted:
Motivated Lions who are willing to assist 

new clubs by being a Guiding Lion.
As our District pursues new clubs and also as-
sists clubs who are struggling and looking for 
help, we are looking for a few Lions who are 

willing to become Guiding Lions 
for these clubs.

As a Guiding Lion you would serve as a men-
tor and advisor to these new or struggling 

clubs, providing support and guidance to help 
them succeed. The Guiding Lion's role is cru-
cial for the long-term success and growth of 

the club they are assigned to. 
Training dates:

Monday Sept. 29 5M7 -- 
Spring Lake Park

Tuesday Sept. 30 5M8 --
If interested please contact PDG 

Marty Athmann at: 
athmannmarty@hotmail.com

Cedar Mills Lions Club 
had Chuck Thiel play at Harmony River Senior 
Living facility for their August birthdays.  There 
were 11 birthdays for August and 55 in atten-
dance!

Club Excellence Award criteria 
  

The Club Excellence Award acknowledges the dedication and legacy of service 
within individual clubs and is the foundation for excellence awards presented to 
Zone Chairpersons, Region Chairpersons and District Governors. 

Membership 
• Induct a minimum of two or 20% new members, whichever is greater (not 

including transfer, reinstated or charter members). Eligibility is determined based 
on the club’s membership count on June 30th of the previous Lion year. 

• Or sponsor a new Lions club. 

Service 
• Report a minimum of four (4) service activities to Lions International. Three of 

these activities must show participation in each of the three International Weeks 
of Service. 

October 4-12th, 2025 ~ Mental Health and Well-Being 

January 3-11th, 2026 ~ Hunger 

April 18-26th, 2026 ~ Environment 

Leadership 
• Report newly elected club officers in Lion Portal by May 15 of the current Lion 

year. 
• A minimum of 10% of the club’s members complete any three courses in 

the Lions Learning Center. 
• The club president for the current Lion year must not have served more than two 

consecutive terms. 
• A minimum of two or more club officers (president, vice president, secretary or 

treasurer. Of which, one must be the club president) complete Club Officer 
Training (online with the Lions Learning Center or in-person as reported by a 
GLT coordinator in Learn) between July 1 – December 31 of the current Lion 
year.  

Donations 
• Contributed to LCIF a minimum of the club’s membership total on June 30th of 

the previous Lion year, multiplied by US$20. 
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Lions... can you help with these events?
MN Lions Diabetes Foundation
Minnesota Lions Vision, Hearing and Diabetes: 
2025 State Fair Booth Volunteering
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0B45A9A72AAB

FE3-51742227-2025#/
Hey Lions!  The Minnesota State Fair is fast 

approaching.  The Minnesota Lions Diabetes, Hearing 
and Vision Foundations host an annual information 
booth  at the Minnesota State Fair in the Education 

Building. Volunteers are asked to staff the booth, hand 
out promotional and informational materials, plus 

answer questions posed by visitors.  Thanks for your 
support of your Diabetes Foundation.  

More information at our website: mnlionsdiabetes.org
5M4 trustee, Lion Lori Schellberg  320.894.8643

lorischellberg@gmail.com

ATTENTION!
KIDSIGHT!

Our scanners are equipped to test 6 months old
 to 18 yrs.  Please check with your schools to set up 

testing dates.

Contact one of us to reserve our cameras and or 
get assistance.  We are here to help.

THANKS FOR WHAT YOU DO!
Ron Honken 320.905.6282  

ronaldhonken1940@gmail.com
Sue Honken 320.905.2412 

 rshonken@ frontiernet.net
Bob Knutson 320.295.1757  

lionbobbyk2017@gmail.com



7.
5M4 Newsletter           
www.e-district.org/sites/5M4       
 SEPTEMBER 2025



8.
5M4 Newsletter           
www.e-district.org/sites/5M4       

  SEPTEMBER 2025

LEADING THE WAY

SEPTEMBER 2025

Leader Dogs for the Blind - Lions Newsletter

In September, we celebrate Guide Dog Month. We take this opportunity to recognize the
impact guide dogs have on our clients every day, and to celebrate all the lives that touch each
guide dog even before they are matched with a client. 

September is Guide Dog Month!

Beginning around 9 weeks old, Future Leader Dogs spend
12-14 months with volunteer puppy raisers. Some are
raised by one individual, some spend 6 months in one
home and 6 in another, some are raised in our Prison
Puppy program, and some are raised by groups. In this
year, they learn to be great dogs and experience as
many environments as possible to continue developing
their curiosity and confidence. 

Lion Linda Lindeman-DeCarlo began raising puppies with
Leader Dogs for the Blind about 22 years ago. Rusty, the
19  dog she raised, is working in Utah. Read the story in St
George News. She says, “A lot of people say, 'How are you
going to give up this puppy?' … We're not. We're not
‘giving up’. We're giving back. That's what it's all about,
after all these years, the friendships I've developed."
Learn more about Puppy Raisers at LeaderDog.org.

th

At Leader Dog, each Future Leader Dog is born in a host
home. The volunteer breeding or whelping host supports the
Leader Dog Mom through the first few weeks of puppy
raising (no easy task for any mom!) and begin to expose the
puppies in their care to new experiences. These early
experiences help puppies develop the sense of curiosity and
confidence they need as guide dogs. Around 7 weeks old,
puppies spend 2 weeks on Leader’s campus getting their
initial vaccines and veterinary care. We recently published an
article about the first 8 weeks of a Future Leader Dog’s life in
our volunteer magazine, Canine Chronicles. Email
LionsSupport@leaderdog.org to receive a digital copy.

 A breeding host tickles the toes
of a puppy less than 2 weeks old.
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Make a difference by taking these 5 easy action steps
and joining the worldwide movement to save lives. 

YOU HAVE AN IMPORTANT
ROLE IN PREVENTING SUICIDE

Scan to complete the
Take 5 to Save Lives
action steps!

The National Council for Suicide Prevention. All Rights Reserved.

Take5toSaveLives.org is a project of The National Council for Suicide Prevention
and is supported by other national organizations.

TEENYOUTHADULT

More Than Sad

for AG

ASIST

HOPE
2BSUPPORTED.ORG

I’m here for you!

@2BCONTINUEDMN

2B CONTINUED is a MN based 501c3 nonprofit organization with
the mission to increase awareness of suicide prevention, mental

health & wellness through advocacy, education and outreach.

Find support and resources quickly.
Tell Hope what you're going through
and she'll give you support options.

2BCONTINUED.ORG

Counties we serve:
Brown, Carver, McLeod, Meeker,
Nicollet, Renville, Sibley, Wright

Contact us about bringing a free training to your
community or workplace!

2B CONTINUED
305 7th St E
PO Box 24

Glencoe, MN 55336
320-854-HOPE (4673)

No judgment.
Just help.

Call, Text, or Chat

on Suicide & Mental Health

CHANGING
THE NARRATIVE

Greetings 5M4,
As you know, part of the criteria for the Club 
Excellence Award is to join the world in 
three service projects – the first one is Men-
tal Health and Well-Being, coming up on 
October 4-12th.  I have worked with 2B Con-
tinued (www.2bcontinued.org) in the past 
and support their mission – suicide preven-
tion, mental health, and wellness.  In light 
of the upcoming service project week that 
has been set, I have reached out to Tammy 
Diehn, Founder and Executive Director, 
to offer a few options for your communi-
ties.  Their mission is to increase awareness 
of suicide prevention, mental health and 
wellness through advocacy, education and 
outreach.  Those at high risk are middle age 
men, elderly, and those in rural areas. 

The following four trainings are
offered for your consideration.

    QPR Training – Question, Persuade, and 
Refer is evidence-based training designed 
to help individuals recognize the warning 
signs of suicide and take action to prevent it.  
This class is 2 hours, and the class limit is 40 
inperson, and 20 per Zoom.
    The Anxious Generation Presentation 
– teaches us about our youth, and how cell 
phones and social media impacts their mental health.  This presentation gives us knowledge, so we have a better un-
derstanding.  This is a 2 hour presentation and there is no class limit.
    Changing the Narrative – this presentation gives us vast knowledge in conjunction with the MN Department of 
Health.  It touches on Suicide Prevention, Safe Language, the 8 Dimensions of Wellness, and Self Care.  This is a 
presentation that can be scheduled on zoom and has no limits.  You club could host a “watch party” for community 
members to join.
    Safe Talk for Ag – this 4 hour presentation is an evidence based training and is not offered via zoom.  Class size is 
limited to 40.
	 If you are in Renville or Meeker County, these trainings will be offered free of charge.  All other counties will 
have a cost plus mileage.  If you are interested in setting up a class for your community (don’t forget to invite your 
neighboring clubs/zone, share the cost), or want to know more, please reach out to Tammy Diehn at 2B Continued, 
320-854-4673 or email info@2bcontinued.org with any questions.
	 I have also secured “Yard Signs” with messages on them.  I have 200, and they are free of charge.  If your club 
wants any to put out in your communities or at your schools, please let me know and we can connect.
Please consider using this great resource as part of your service week.  Also, check out other idea’s from IPDG 
Jacque, our Global Service Team leader in this newsletter.
							       Be Well,   DG Susan Krumrey   320-295-8327
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LCIF: Magnifying Lions' Impact 
in District 5M4 and Beyond

	 The Lions Clubs International Foundation (LCIF) plays a 
crucial role in empowering Lions worldwide, including those in 
District 5M4, to make a significant difference in their communities 
and the lives of those they serve.
	 Lions in District 5M4 are active participants in LCIF's 
mission, utilizing grants and resources to support local initiatives 
aligned with the organization's global causes. Examples of the pos-
itive impact within Minnesota, which is part of Multiple District 
5M, include:
• Combating Diabetes: LCIF awarded a Diabetes Grant to Li-
ons in Minnesota to enhance Camp Sweet Life, a five-day camp 
providing support and education to children with Type 1 Dia-
betes.
• Empowering Youth: LCIF grants have supported school sup-
plies given to all clubs for schools in their communities.
• Building Strong Communities: LCIF grants for Personal Hy-
giene Kits for children and adults.
• Preparing for Disasters: 5M4 Lions Alert Food Trailer com-
ing soon.
	 LCIF's impact is not just about the grants awarded, but also 
about the stories of the individuals whose lives are touched and 
transformed. 

Partnering for the future: USA Special Olympics 2026
Special Olympic USA Games will be held in Minnesota in 2026. 
This major event will bring together over 4,000 athletes from all 
50 states, along with 1,500 coaches, 10,000 volunteers, and 75,000 
fans. The Games, featuring 19 sports, will be held at various loca-
tions, including the University of Minnesota Twin Cities and the 
National Sports Center in Blaine.
The Lions in our Multiple have pledged to raise $250,000 to help 
fund Family Night for Special Olympics USA Games in 2026. 

To help raise these funds 5M4 is doing a Golf Passport. We can 
sell Golf Passports for $50 each and the recipient can get a second 
round for every round they purchase at 25 different golf courses. 
These passports don’t expire until October of 2026. These funds 
will go towards LCIF commitment to Special Olympics. Please 

encourage your clubs to purchase and promote these passports OR 
DONATE directly to LCIF Special Olympics MN. 

Send LCIF donations to:
PCC Dennis Heinen

5M4 LCIF Coordinator
12069 Bluegill Dr.

Clubs should continue to promote the Golf Passports for Special 
Olympics…& that it is a 2 year fundraiser and there has been a cou-

ple clubs that have returned some of the unsold ones already. This is 
like stopping a baseball game after the 3rd inning!!… just too early!… 

we are just getting started!!! Keep up the great work!!
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More about the Golf Passport!

Kidsight Updates
	
	 Thank you, thank you, thank you to all who gave of their time at the MN State Fair to work at the Kidsight Booth.  
You are greatly appreciated for answering the call for assistance.
We had three screening events in August which involved the Danube, Renville, Sacred Heart Lions at the RCW Open 
House;  the Raymond Lions screening during the Raymond Harvest Festival, and the Wheaton Lions trying something 
new at their fair.  If you have any questions or needs (about Kidsight), please contact us!
	 Please remember that we, as Lions, are able to screen children between the ages of 6 mos-18 years.  MD5M 
encourages us to increase the number of children screened between 6 mos-3 yrs.  We are excited to see the expansion of 
locales being visited.  If a school turns your club down, ask if you could provide this service to the children NOT being 
seen by their nurse.  Keep trying! You are a blessing every time you screen a child.
	 If you can collect some comments by parents, children, teachers, etc. to share with us, we would be grateful. Your 
input is valuable.Remember to book your events through us and to also report ASAP the results.  District 5M4 is going 
to Rise Higher with reporting numbers this year!
	 In Service with you, Ronald and Susan Honken  rshonken@frontiernet.net  
             Your District Kidsight Directors

clubs should continue to promote the Golf Passports for Special Olympics…& that it is a 2 year fundraiser and there has been a couple clubs that have returned some of the unsold ones already. This is like stopping a baseball game after the 3rd inning!!… just too early!… we are just getting started!!! Keep up the great work!!

Clubs should continue to promote the Golf Passports for Special 
Olympics…& that it is a 2 year fundraiser and there has been a cou-

ple clubs that have returned some of the unsold ones already. This is 
like stopping a baseball game after the 3rd inning!!… just too early!… 

we are just getting started!!! Keep up the great work!!
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Benson Lion serve
The Benson Lions served BBQs, hot dogs and root beer 
floats at the August 7th Cheese Bots concert which was 
part of Benson’s summer Music in the Park series.

The Buffalo Lake 
Lions Club helped out and 
showcased their new lemonade stand 
at the Carnival event, hosted by the 
Buffalo Lake Healthcare Center, for 
their residents and family members.  
Any community member can check out 
and use the stand, which in turn gives 
our Lions club some exposure around 
town!
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2024-2025

CLUB EXCELLENCE AND 5 STAR EXCELLENCE AWARD APPLICATION
This application features criteria for the Club Excellence Award and 5 Star Excellence Award. As you go through the application, 
please check all qualification boxes that your club has met. At the end of the application are criteria for the 5 Star Excellence Award. 
Your club will be awarded either the Club Excellence Award or the 5 Star Excellence Award.

Club name:    Club number:     District:   

2024-2025 club president name:     

Member number:    Email address:   

1.  MEMBERSHIP

       Achieved a net growth of two (2) members or 10% or more members (whichever is greater) or    Chartered a new Lions club. 

 Name of Lions club:       

2. SERVICE    

     Started a new service project. Consider one of our global causes!  Explain: 

    List three service activities your club participated in that were reported to Lions International:   

 1.   

 2.   

 3.   

3.  LCIF  

    Contributed to LCIF an amount greater than or equal to the club’s membership total multiplied by US$10.

             Year-end membership count     x   US$10 = 

4.  LEADERSHIP AND ORGANIZATIONAL EXCELLENCE  

     Club is in Good Standing: Not in Status Quo or Financial Suspension. District dues paid and no unpaid balance with Lions International greater than 
US$50 outstanding 90 days or more. 

          Reported club officers to Lions International.   

    Key officers participate in club officer training.

    District      Webinars

    Multiple district      Lions Learning Center

    International
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District and Clubs Administration 
Lions International 
300 W. 22nd St.
Oak Brook IL 60523-8842 USA
www.lionsclubs.org DA-CEA 4/2024 EN

5.  MARKETING

    The club has publicized its service activities through local media or social media.

             Provide a link to where they were publicized:  

Learn more about promoting your club and activities, and learn about the Marketing Award.

DOES YOUR CLUB QUALIFY FOR THE 5 STAR EXCELLENCE AWARD?  

    Achieved the Club Excellence Award. 

     Membership increase of 20% (minimum of five (5) members for small clubs).     

     Minimum donations of US$20 per member or US$1,000 (whichever is less).

     Annual service and membership report submitted.

2024-2025 district governor signature*:    District:  

District governor member number:    Date:  

*If sent from district governor’s registered email, it qualifies as signature on applications submitted electronically.

Due by: August 31, 2025
Send to: clubexcellenceaward@lionsclubs.org
Awards mailed to: 2025-2026 district governors

Request to review award eligibility from a disqualified club will be considered only if received at Lions International Headquarters within 12 months after 
completion of the Lion year, provided that the original application form is already filed at Lions International.         

2026 MD5M Convention
April 24-26, 2026  

Minnetonka Beach Party
Sheraton Minneapolis West Hotel 
12201 Ridgedale Drive 
Minnetonka, Minnesota 55305 

Hosted by District 5M-5

Sign up today and save! 
First 150 Receive a Free souvenir Beach Ball with early sign up.

Cost May 1, 2025 thru Cost January 1, 2026 thru
December 31, 2025 March 31, 2026 
$185 US - $266 CDN $195 US - $280 CDN 
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Members of the Sauk River Champions Lions enjoyed a trip to Camp Confidence 
Learning Centre.  They had a picnic, pontoon rides, fishing, and a trip on the glass bottom boat.

We detained PDG Bob at 
our meeting and had him 
induct a brand new mem-
ber of the Hoffman Lions 
Club. 
Individuals are:
Bob Kulbeik PDG, chair of the 
hearing foundation 5M4
Murial Krusemark (sponsor)
Sarenity Heinrich (newest 
member of Hoffmans Lions 
(wearing hat)
Brenda Gulbranson (Hoffman 
Lions President) (dark hair)
Thank you Bob for a wonder-
ful presentation!
Submitted by Mary and Ed 
Bolas
Secretaries Hoffman Lions 
Club
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CLUB MEMBERSHIP UPDATE
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
	 Local news is for everyone!  The Lions Reading Program for the Visually and Physically Impaired provides a means for the visu-
ally and physically impaired to be kept informed by the hearing of local newspapers read and broadcast through online, through an app, 
or your smart speaker. 
	 The Lions Reading Program for the Visually and Physically Impaired started with an event the Fergus Falls area in 1992.  Lion 
John Bloom wrote a Letter to the Editor of the Fergus Falls Daily Journal explaining the thing he missed most when he lost his sight was 
walking into the cafe in the morning and discussing what the local newspaper had to say about local issues.  He asked if there was any 
way they could fill that gap.  				    Interested people in Fergus Falls including an editor of the newspaper, State 
Services for the Blind, and representatives of the local Lions Clubs got together and the program was developed.  In the next few months, 
readers were tested and trained.  A small transmitter unit was made and installed in a room furnished by Bethlehem Lutheran Church.  
On April 1, 1993, the first broadcast of The Daily Journal went on the air with special radios that picked up the transmission. We now 
celebrate the 28th year of our program.
	 The broadcast has expanded to include local weekly newspapers from: Battle Lake, Frazee, Vergas, Grant County, Henning, New 
York Mills, Parkers Prairie, Pelican Rapids, and Perham. The broadcast, as of this year, it is available through your computer, online at 
Radio Talking Book Minnesota/ State Services for the Blind.
	 Volunteers are the heart of the program!  An hour of broadcasting takes place Monday through Saturday at 7pm due to the com-
mitment of much appreciated volunteers: Lions and others from the public.  Volunteers read with a partner and they dedicate 2 hours, in 
one evening, each month, for preparation and reading to our listeners. This reading program is very cost effective because of many hours 
of volunteer time. 					     We are in need of volunteers.  Any interested people can contact Lion Ginny 
Paulson (218-736-5109) or Pamela Shroden (218-731-2954).  It is an easy and important way to make a wonderful difference in our 
communities.
	 This is a nonprofit organization.  It is governed by representatives from Riverside Fergus Falls Lions Club, Elizabeth Lions Club, 
consumers, and readers.
	 We and our listeners are very thankful for the support of our communities!
							       Elizabeth Lion Sue Hanneman
							       Secretary, Lion’s Reading Board
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IMPORTANT CONTACTS!
Lions Club International Foundation 
   Chair:  Lion Dennis Heinen – heinende@centracare.com

MN Lions Vision Foundation  	 Lions Gift of Sight
   Chairs:  Lion Craig Schellberg -- spicerlioncraig@gmail.com		
                 PCC Rob Wiener -- 5m4lionrob@gmail.com

MD5M Hearing Foundation
   Chairs: Lion Pam Erickson -- tapjerickson@gmail.com			 
                PDG Bob Kulbeik -- kulbeik@hotmail.com

MN Lions Diabetes Foundation
   Chair: Lion Lori Schellberg --  lorischellberg@gmail.com		
   PDG Ken Harwick – kbearalive@live.com	

MN Lions Childhood Cancer Foundation
   Chairs: Lion Sue Krumrey – sue_krumrey@kottke-trucking.com 	
   Lion Merlin Athmann -- athmann.mer@gmail.com
Leaderdog
   Chair: Lion Mary Bolas -- marybolas.mb@gmail.com

MD5M Kidsight Foundation
   Chairs:  Lion Sue Honken -- rshonken@frontiernet.net			 
   Lion Ron Honken -- ronaldhonken1940@gmail.com
Can Do Canines
   Chair: Lion Mike Beilke -- mbeilke62@gmail.com

Project New Hope
   Chair: Lion Ron Buse -- ron.buse06@gctel.com				  
   Lion Greg Tauer – greg.tauer@northcentralintl.com			 
   Lion Corky Gleisner – cmgleisner@gmail.com 
Special Olympics MN
   Chair:  Lion Dianna Nelson - diannanelson@mainstreetcom.com
T.E.A.M. Sheehan Foundation
   Chair:  PIP Brian Sheehan -- bsheehan@rccbi.com		         
   Treas. PDG Marty Athmann – athmannmarty@hotmail.com 
MN Lions Mission Foundation – Brand New

Foundation Awards:
• LCIF – Melvin Jones Fellowship
• MN Lions Vision Foundation – Hellen Keller Award
• MD5M Hearing Foundation – Hearing Research Fellewship
• MN Lions Diabetes Foundation – Dreamcatcher Award
• MN Lions Childhood Cancer Foundation – Believe Award
• MD5M Kidsight Foundation – Sight Saver Award
• Can Do Canines – Top Dog Award
• T.E.A.M. Sheehan Foundation – Lapel Pin & Foundation Medal

MD5M Multiple District Awards:
• Hall of Fame Award
• Al Jensen Award
• Int’l Presidents Leadership Award
• Int’l Presidents Presidential Award

District Awards:
• Club Excellence Award
• Heart of A Lion Award
• Be Kind Award

Grant Applications:
• T.E.A.M. Sheehan Foundation
• LCIF website
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