
A Convention to Remember!
	 This year’s Lions Convention was truly one for the books!  It was full of learning, laughter, service, and most 
of all, it was so much fun – something we Lions know all about.  I am truly grateful to ID Liz Crooke, PID Bruce and 
Lion Erin, and all our Lion leaders who attended and participated to make this convention such a success.  I was also 
honored to host many guests from across our Multiple. 

	 Our speakers did a fantastic job engaging us with powerful messages on childhood cancer and the mental 
health and well-being of our veterans.  Many hands go into the planning and carrying out a convention like this, and 
that includes YOU!  From planning to the registration and credential tables, your willingness to step up made a great 
impact!  This convention would not have been possible without every one of you, thank you so much for attending and 
serving!!

	 Speed Learning was another highlight.  Our presenters challenged us and shared valuable ideas on how to 
grow, lead with purpose, create engaging and fun meetings, and continue serving with passion.  Service is why we are 
all here!  I was also impressed with the turnout for our impromptu leadership panel, where questions were asked about 
“how to make your club better.”  The room was full, listening intently to the Kaufmanns as they shared insight on how 
your leadership can help make clubs Rise Higher.  I also was impressed with the song they made up!  It was inspiring 
to see so many Lions eager to learn and committed to strengthening their clubs to keep them rising higher!   

	 Our service projects were a powerful reminder of what we can accomplish together.  We packaged 1100 
snack bags in record time!  The line was long, the hands were many, and the teamwork was incredible to see.  I was 
also deeply appreciative of all the Legos, cards, and toys collected for children battling cancer.  The multiple full tables 
showed the heart of Lionism in action!  Every contribution matters. This is why we are here.  This is why your members 
joined you!  Let’s continue planning hands-on service projects to DO, not just fundraisers.  Make sure all your members are 
seen at the table, that they feel valued, and are involved.

	 Evenings were filled with laughter and camaraderie through the Lions Olympics and the unforgettable Fun Pianos entertainment. These moments reminded us that 
healthy clubs are not just about business, service, and giving, but also about building joy, friendship, and community along the way.  It’s about having fun - together!  Perhaps 
the greatest gift to come from this convention was the connections that were made throughout the weekend events, with all those in attendance.  From the “Top Gun” to our 
newest member – we are all important!  We are one very large Lions family!  Whether learning, at the business meeting, hanging out, doing service or having a great time at the 
evening events – friendships were strengthened, and new ones were formed. 
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	 I wasn’t sure what to expect by adding the church service, but it was important to me to honor our Lord for all He has done in my life.  I was 
so grateful to see the room filled beyond by expectations - thank you so much for attending.  In Lionism, we are much like Esther, standing in the gap 
for others.  We are the hands and feet of our Lord here on this earth.  With our shoes of peace on, let us strive each day to do better than yesterday.  
Scripture reminds us to be like eagles, to rise higher in our own lives and to help others rise higher as well.  Eagles are strong yet compassionate.  As 
Lions, let us look daily for the opportunity to serve others! 

	 I am looking forward to the rest of this Lions year as I work alongside DGE Jason, 1VDGE Ed, and 2VDGE 
Lori.  The leadership that have come before us have paved the way for our success and we will continue build-
ing on that strong foundation.  I am confident in the vision, dedication, and servant leadership of those who 
will follow me, and I look forward to working with them as well.  As I continue visiting clubs, I’m excited to 
promote Lions Quest for our youth and working with PDG Bob Knutson to grow our LEO clubs (we currently 
have 3).  There is still work to do in 5M4.  Let’s take ID Liz’s challenges to heart and keep District 5M4 Rising 
Higher!!

	 “Thank you” just doesn’t seem like enough to express the gratitude I have for each and 
every one of you - my Lions heart is truly full. I am proud to serve alongside each of you 

and look forward to continuing this journey together.

With gratitude and pride,
DG Susan Krumrey  

320-295-8327 or at  susanreuberkrumrey@outlook.com



February reflections: A Convention 
to remember and a Legacy to Build
	 February Reflections: A Convention to Remember and a Legacy to Build
What an incredible time we shared together at our 5M4 Mid-Winter Convention in Will-
mar, February 6–8! From the moment Lions arrived, the weekend was filled with meaningful 
learning opportunities, inspiring conversations, heartfelt fellowship, and plenty of laughter. It 
was truly a reminder of why Lions do what we do—and how powerful our impact is when we 
come together.
	 The convention offered something for everyone: education to strengthen our clubs, 
time to reconnect with old friends, and the chance to welcome new Lions into the spirit of ser-
vice. The energy in the rooms, the ideas being shared, and the camaraderie on display made 
this a Mid-Winter Convention that will be remembered for years to come.
	 I am also deeply honored and grateful to have been elected as your next District Gov-
ernor. Thank you for the trust you have placed in me. I look forward to continuing to grow the 
legacy that has been so thoughtfully planted by those who came before us. Together, we will build on that foundation, 
strengthen our clubs, and expand our service across District 5M4.
This year’s Mid-Winter Convention will be a tough act to follow—but I’m excited to share that our Convention Chair is 
already hard at work planning the next District Convention, scheduled for January 29–31, 2027. Stay tuned—great things 
are already in motion!
	 I also want to remind everyone about an exciting upcoming event: “Roar for a Cause”, the LCIF fundraiser at the 
Chanhassen Dinner Theatre on February 28, 2026. This is shaping up to be an awesome day celebrating LCIF, all while 
supporting an incredible cause. Proceeds from this event will help fund LCIF’s dedication to the 2026 USA Games for the 
Special Olympics, which will be hosted right here in Minnesota—a tremendous opportunity for our Lions to make a last-
ing impact close to home.
	 If you are interested in volunteering at the 2026 USA Games, please don’t hesitate to reach out to me. I would be 
happy to help get you connected and lined up to serve at this extraordinary event.
Thank you for all that you do as Lions. The heart, passion, and dedication of District 5M4 continue to inspire me every day. 
Let’s keep the momentum going—serving, leading, and roaring together.
		  Yours in Lionism,
			   Lion Jason Kerfeld
			   District Governor-Elect, District 5M4
			   kerfeld@mainstreetcom.com
			   phone:  320-429-0794
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Save the Date for the 2nd Annual 
‘Lions Day’ at the Capitol
Dear Fellow Lions,
We are thrilled to share that the 2nd Annual Lions Day at the 
Minnesota State Capitol is officially on the calendar!
This powerful day of unity and purpose celebrates the extraordinary 
impact of Minnesota Lions Clubs, from restoring sight and supporting 
youth to fighting hunger and strengthening our communities. 
Together, we’ll shine a spotlight on the service, compassion, and 
leadership that define what it means to be a Lion.
Beyond celebration, this gathering is also a time for advocacy. It’s our 
opportunity to educate policymakers, elevate our voice, and champion 
the issues that affect our ability to serve effectively across the state.
Below, you’ll find a shared vision, our purpose, and the actionable 
steps we’ll take together to make this year’s event a meaningful success, 
one that reflects the heart of our motto: “We Serve.”
When: Tuesday, March 24th
Time: 1:30 – 4:00
Vision and Objectives
The purpose of Lions Day at the Capitol is to:
1. Increase Public Awareness: Showcase the impact of Lions Clubs on 
local communities through our charitable programs and initiatives. 
2. Advocate for Positive Change: Address tax policies that negatively 
affect our programs, ensuring we can continue supporting those in 
need effectively.
3. Strengthen Community Relationships: Foster partnerships between 
Lions Clubs and local governing representatives to amplify our reach 
and advocacy efforts.
Goals
1. Increase Public Awareness: Raise the visibility of the Lions' contri-
butions and our challenges as a charitable organization.
2. Advocate for Change: Encourage legislative action to address tax 
policies that hinder our ability to deliver vital programs.
3. Strengthen Partnerships: Build relationships with local and state 
representatives to support long-term collaboration.
How Clubs Can Participate
To make “Lions Day at the Capitol” a success, we need the active par-
ticipation of every Lions Club in Minnesota. Here’s how your club can 
contribute:
1. Generate Enthusiasm:
• Share the event details at club meetings.
• Highlight the importance of our advocacy work in newsletters and 
emails.
• Organize a pre-event discussion to brainstorm ideas for showcasing 
your club’s work.
2. Set Attendance Goals:
• Aim for 5 – 10 attendees per club to ensure strong representation.
• Encourage members to invite friends, family, and community part-
ners.
• Those who’ve you helped in your community.

LIONS DAY
AT THE

CAPITAL

MARCH 24,  2026
1:30 -  4:30 PM

The goals of Lions Day at the Capitol is to Increase Public Awareness,
Advocate for Change & Strengthen Partnerships

Host:  Maple
Grove Lions 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0945A4AF2DA3FCC34
-60193134-2ndannual

To sign-up click the link below.

HOW CLUBS CAN PARTICIPATE

GENERATE ENTHUSIASM:  SHARE THE EVENT DETAILS AT CLUB MEETINGS.

SET ATTENDANCE GOALS:  AIM FOR 5 – 10 ATTENDEES PER CLUB TO ENSURE
STRONG REPRESENTATION.

ENGAGE WITH LOCAL GOVERNING REPRESENTATIVES: SCHEDULE MEETINGS WITH YOUR
LOCAL OFFICIALS IN ADVANCE TO DISCUSS KEY ISSUES AND INVITE THEM TO ATTEND.

3. Engage with Local Governing Representatives:
• Pre-Schedule meetings with your local officials in advance to discuss 
key issues and invite them to attend.
• Prepare examples of your club’s impact to share during these 
conversations.
Strategies for Success
• Promote the Event Locally: Work with your local media and share 
updates on social media platforms to build excitement.
• Collaborate Regionally: Coordinate with nearby clubs to organize 
shared transportation and messaging strategies.
• Highlight Impact Stories: Prepare materials, such as testimonials 
or statistics, demonstrating how Lions Clubs improve lives in your 
community.
Let’s work together to make this initiative a resounding success. We 
appreciate your dedication to serving others and your enthusiasm for 
representing the Lions at this critical event. 

Please follow this link to RSVP!
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0945A4AF2DA3FCC34-
60193134-2ndannual



Remembrance
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Mid-Winter Convention 2026

Leadership

First Timers

District Governor Elect Jason Kerfeld 2VDGE Lori Mausolf1VDGE Ed Bolas

PDG Jeff Swenson presides over the 
election of new leaders for 5M4.

Jason Kerfeld has 
an active fan club 

celebrating his 
election as District  
Governor effective 
in mid 2026.  He’s 

known as the 
CANDY MAN - and 
it will be a SWEET 

convention in 2027!

A touching Memorial 
Service was held on 

Friday evening. 
Lions who had passed 

away since the last 
convention were

honored and 
remembered by 

friends and family.
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Mid-Winter Convention 2026

First Timers

Speakers

ID Liz Crooke shared her message about the importance and 
benefits of our donations to LCIF with the convention goers.

PCC Glenn and PDG Lisa Kaufmann shared their message about 
growth in service with us on Saturday afternoon.

Lion Sue Krumrey and Lion Gary Stevens shared an emotional mes-
sage about Childhood Cancer with us at Saturday’s luncheon.

(Above) Tim Burley shared his message of 
the importance of helping veterans transition 

to civilian life after service. He also spoke 
candidly about helping veterans who were 

struggling with suicidal thoughts.
(Right) 2VDGE Lori Mausolf recruited her 

daughter to be a Lion - and she was sworn in 
by ID Liz Crooke.

DG Susan with our First Timer coordinators PDGs Bob and Sue Kulbeik and the 2026 “Roadmap to Success” winners. 1st Lion Pete 
Nelson, 2nd Lion Courtney Weispfennig, and 3rd Place 5M4 Cabinet Secretary Rene Willhite. (Right) 1st Timers meet with PDG Sue. 

(Right) ID Liz and PDG Sue meet with our first time convention goers.
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Mid-Winter Convention 2026

Peace Poster winners

Serving

Thank you to PCC Rob and Lion Jo Wiener for 
organizing our hunger project.  1100 snack 

packs were put together for our clubs to take 
and distribute where ever there is a need.  

There were also hundreds of Lego sets, games, 
and toys donated that will be delivered for chil-

dren with cancer to our Children’s Hospitals 
and the Ronald McDonald Houses.   

Lion Bob was kept busy keeping 
the ‘tech’ working for everyone.

Thank you Villard and Cedar Mills Lions Club for 
serving at our convention.

Leader Dog in training, Hunnicutt, 
was a very good dog all weekend!

The Buffalo Lake Lions Club did a GREAT job 
of selling raffle tickets and volunteering all 

1st Place winner Esmae Mead,
Bird Island Lions Club

2nd Place winner Caden Wevley,
Elbow Lake Lions Club

3rd Place winner Piper Boehme,
Buffalo Lake-Hector-Stewart Lions Club
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Mid-Winter Convention 2026

Learning

There were so many learning opportunities at the convention!  Trustee’s Ronald and 
Susan Honken demonstrated how our KidSight screening machine works, and Lion 
Barry Erdahl and PDG Bob Kulbeik, taught those in attendance how to use the hearing 
machine that is used throughout the MN Lions Hearing Foundation.  The Speed Learn-
ing sessions were another hit!  Each session was very well attended and informative, 
led by Lions who knew what they were talking about!  Our Lions Foundations, causes 
and camps were well represented for all to check out!
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Mid-Winter Convention 2026

Fun & Fellowship
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Mid-Winter Convention 2026

Awards & Appreciation

1.  Lion Brad and DG 
Susan with our ID hosts, 
Lion Erin and PID Bruce 
Beck and ID Liz Crooke

2. PDG Bob Knutson ac-
cepting his International 
President’s Award from 
IP AP Singh for his excel-
lence in service to 5M4, 
for his inherent capac-
ity for leadership and 
strength, and his ability 
to see a need and seize 
the opportunity.

3. DGE Jason Kerfeld was 
honored with a Lions Leader-
ship Award.  His forethought and 
willingness to support all that is 
needed in 5M4 is a great quality 
and one that will serve us well 
next Lions year as he continues to 
move us forward!
4. Hall of Fame winner PDG Marty 
Athmann! So very deserving!! His 
Lions’ spirit, heart for service, and 
leadership are part of his every 
day routine. We are honored that 
he is inducted into the Hall off 
Fame for 5M4!

5.  PDGs Bob and Sue Kulbeik accepting 
their Certificates of Appreciation for all 
they have done and continue to do for 
5M4. They continue to be great leaders.

6. PCC Heinen accepting his Certificate 
of Appreciation for all he does for 5M4 - 
LCIF Chairperson, District Administrator, 
Technology, Protocol, MD Global Exten-
sion Leader, helps with officer training 
and is one that has an answer for any 	
question! His knowledge and willingness 
to serve is outstanding!

7. PCC Rob Wiener has been a constant 
leader, advisor, and friend through this 
journey. I appreciate you more than you 
know! - DG Susan

8. 2VDG Lori Mausolf achieved her 5M4 
Heart of a Lion pin. She is a Zone Chair, has 
participated in many leadership opportuni-
ties, and has stepped up to be our DG in 
2028/29

1. 2.

3. 4.

1.

5. 6.

7. 8.
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Mid-Winter Convention 2026

9.  IPDG Jacque Heinen served 
us well last year, supporting our 
cljubs and meeting many goals 
for 5M4. Congratulations on an 
awesome 2024/25 Lions’ year!

10. IPDG Jacque Heinen (Sauk 
Centre Lions) and PDG Kellie 
Knudson (Montevideo LEOS), 
accept their Kindness Matters 
Service Awards for 2024/2025.

13. Alexandria, Ashby, Carlos, Clara 
City, New London, Raymond, Sauk 
Centre, and Wheaton Lions Clubs 
were honored by achieving the 
Club Excellence Award for 2024/25. 
Job well done!

11. PDG Ron Branch and PCC 
Rob Wiener were honored  by 
IPDG Jacque Heinen for the ex-
tensive efforts in starting a new 
club last year.

12. ID Liz Crooke, Lion Brad
Krumrey, and DG Susan 
Krumrey.

 Thank you to PCC Glenn and IPDG Lisa Kaufman, and CC Denise 
and 2VDGE Joe Laudenbach for participating and adding to the 

success of our convention. You are appreciated!

1.

9. 10.

11. 12.

13.

Awards & Appreciation
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More about the Golf 
Passport!

Cabinet Meetings:
 All Lions members are warmly invited to attend any upcoming cabinet 
meeting this year.  This is a great opportunity to gain deeper insight 
into the business of District 5M4 and to better understand the roles and 
responsibilities of our cabinet members.  Whether you're curious about 
district operations or considering future leadership, your presence is 
welcome and encouraged.

   May 6, 2026 – Alexandria, 6 p.m. at the Eagles Club.

Please RSVP to DG Susan if you plan to attend.
320-295-8327 or at    susanreuberkrumrey@outlook.com

Is your club hosting an event 
or planning a service project?  

I’d love the opportunity to attend, lend a hand, and 
show support.  If you have a flyer 

or event details, we’d be happy to help promote 
it on the District 5M4 Facebook page.    Is your 
club posting events and projects on your Clubs 

Facebook page?  
Let us know so we can help spread the word by 

sharing it on ours?!  
Don’t keep those great activities a secret!  
Let’s work together to showcase all the amazing 

things happening across our district - 
let me know how 5M4 can support you!  

Contact me anytime at 
susanreuberkrumrey@outlook.com or

320-295-8327.

Clubs should continue to promote the Golf Passports for Special Olympics…& that it is a 2 year fundraiser and there has 
been a couple clubs that have returned some of the unsold ones already. This is like stopping a baseball game after the 

3rd inning!!… just too early!… we are just getting started!!! Keep up the great work!!
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Kidsight Update
Happy 2026!  We’re excited to see how many clubs 
will screen children this year!  Our 5M4Lions have 
screened more than 4,370 referring 424 since July.  
I’m still missing some data!

Thank you for stopping by the Kidsight table at 
the Mid-Winter convention. Hope you enjoyed the 
‘Lifesavers’ - that’s what you are when you screen 
and let parents know their child has an indicator of 
a possible issue-a life changer- a lifesaver!!!

Need to learn how to use the scanner? We’re here to 
help and will have scanners at the convention.

Lion Ron and Lion Susan
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Can Do Canines will host its annual Fetching Ball Gala on Saturday, April 11, 2026. 
This year’s event will be held at the Radisson Blu Mall of America, and KARE 11 

Anchor Lauren Leamanczyk will serve as the Master of Ceremonies.

We invite you to join us for this evening that celebrates the amazing teams of Can 
Do Canines. Enjoy dinner, inspiring stories, games, and silent and live auctions – all 
benefitting the organization. See candocanines.org/fetchingball for more information 

and to purchase tickets by April 1.

Caren Hansen
Marketing and Communication Manager - Can Do Canines

9440 Science Center Drive   New Hope, MN 55428
763-200-6151

www.candocanines.org

Fetching Ball Gala
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Youth 
Exchange
Lion Todd here.  Chair for the 
Peace Poster and Youth Ex-
change.  We are 1 month into 
the 2026 year and we have 21 
young men and women that 
are hoping to come to the 
USA...in particular,...Min-
nesota for the Lions Youth 
Exchange!  It would be great if 
we could get them signed up 
with host families sooner than 
later so there can be some 
communications between 
them and their hosts.  It eases 
the introductions and  makes 
for a more enjoyable visit!  

So talk to your fellow mem-
bers or spouses and lets host 
some young, future Lions 
and make some friends from 
around the World!

We have Ladies from Mongo-
lia, Brazil, Germany, Roma-
nia, Poland, Hungary, Roma-
nia, Indonesia, and Men from 
United Kingdom, France, 
Slovakia, Lithuania, India, 
Germany, Turkey, Switzer-
land.

Open your hearts and home 
to a world of experiences...
Host a young person!  Feel 
free to contact me for more 
info and look for me at the 
Midwinter Convention in 
Willmar!

Lion Todd Fritsche
dragon376381@yahoo.com
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LeaderDog.org | LionsSupport@leaderdog.org 

Enero 2026 

 
LIDEREANDO EL CAMINO   Leader Dogs for the Blind – Boletín informativo de los Leones 

 

 

   

¡Feliz año nuevo, Leones! Ya sea que su propósito sea viajar más, explorar nuevas tiendas y 

lugares en su comunidad, o reclutar más socios para su Club de Leones, los apoyamos y les 

deseamos un año increíble. 
Comparte los Programas para Adolescentes con tu Comunidad 
En Leader Dog, ya nos estamos preparando para nuestros programas de verano para 

adolescentes de 16 a 17 años. Los adolescentes de preparatoria y sus padres ya están 

planeando el verano, y estamos listos para llenar nuestra residencia. Cada verano, ofrecemos 

dos programas para adolescentes ciegos, ambos gratuitos, incluyendo transporte, 

alojamiento y comida: 
El Campamento de Verano para Adolescentes es un programa de una semana que se 

realiza en junio. Hasta 24 adolescentes de toda Norteamérica se reunirán para disfrutar de una 

semana de diversión, desarrollo de liderazgo y comunidad. Para muchos adolescentes, 

nuestro campamento de verano es su primera oportunidad de forjar amistades con otros 

adolescentes ciegos. Durante su estancia en Leader Dog, practicarán escalada en roca en 

nuestro campamento local Lions Bear Lake, practicarán desplazamientos 

nocturnos seguros, disfrutarán de fogatas e incluso practicarán tiro con arco. 
Las solicitudes para el campamento de verano para adolescentes ya están 

abiertas y se aceptarán hasta el 3 de abril de 2026. Visite LeaderDog.org y 

haga clic en “Programas para clientes” para obtener más información y 

presentar su solicitud. 
Orientación y Movilidad para Adolescentes es un programa de una semana que se ofrece en 

tres sesiones durante el verano. Los adolescentes trabajarán individualmente con un 

especialista certificado en orientación y movilidad (COMS) para aprender las habilidades 

necesarias para trazar rutas a pie en su comunidad, cruzar la calle de forma independiente y 

resolver problemas de forma reflexiva cuando se encuentren con obstáculos o cambios de ruta. 

Cada adolescente trae a una persona de apoyo, generalmente uno de sus padres, quien 

pasa la semana aprendiendo cómo apoyar mejor a su hijo adolescente y cómo ayudarlo a 

defenderse a medida que se convierte en un joven adulto independiente. 
Las solicitudes para Orientación y Movilidad para Adolescentes ya están 

abiertas. Visite LeaderDog.org y haga clic en "Programas para Clientes" para 

obtener más información y solicitar su lugar. 

Leader Dog updates also 
available in Spanish!

LeaderDog.org | LionsSupport@leaderdog.org 

February 2026  

LEADING THE WAY    
Leader Dogs for the Blind – Lions Newsletter  

 

   

Each year, we set a fundraising goal for our partnership with Lions. Reaching this goal 
helps continue the Lions legacy of supporting vision through Leader 
Dogs for the Blind. We reached the midpoint of the fiscal year, and 
the months ahead are critical. Together, we have a real opportunity 
to accelerate toward our $2.5 million goal.  

Can you help us reach our goal? Giving options are on the Ways 
to Give page of our website, which you can access with the QR 
code to the right. If you would like to make a personal gift, please 
include your Lions Club so we can recognize your gift as a Lions gift.  

Vision Activity for Convention Season 

Convention season is here! Between February and May, the Lions team and a few Leader 
Dog clients will join you at dozens of Lions conventions across North America. 
Conventions are an important opportunity for Lions to gather, celebrate our impact in 
our communities, and educate each other on the causes we support. 

We outlined an activity you may be interested in bringing to your convention or your 
club meeting. It allows participants to experience first-hand the importance of 
vision for orientation in space, and how quickly those with low vision can become 
disoriented without support like Leader Dog's Orientation & Mobility program. 

Lion Christie Boyer of New Mexico serves as 
Leader Dog Chair in District 40, and she 
designed this activity for district leadership 
with great feedback. Participants said, “It 
was fast, furious, and 
fun.” Get an activity 
guide for this activity 
and order blindfolds with 
the QR code to the right 
or on the Lions Club 
Resources page of our 
website.  
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USA Special Olympics 2026
Lions of MD5M (Minnesota, Mantioba and NW Ontario) have 
pledged to raise $250,000 for the USA Special Olympics 2026. 
Please consider a donation to help fund this event. Donations 

should be made to LCIF –Special Olympics MN 2026 and sent to 
me. Keep selling Special Olympics Golf passes as these are good 

all off next year also.
LCIF Grants are possible because of the support of Lions Clubs 
and individual Lions. The district has raised $5,790 toward its 

goal of $47,616 for this year. Please keep supporting our communi-
ties with a donation.

Send LCIF donations to: PCC Dennis Heinen  
5M4 LCIF Coordinator

12069 Bluegill Dr.  Sauk Centre, MN 56378    
 320-491-3996

Heinende@centracare.com

LCIF is making a difference for Special Olympics
The USA Special Olympics that will be held in Minneapolis in June. This will be a huge 
event with Special Olympians from all over the United States. The Lions of MD5M (Minne-
sota, Manitoba and NW Ontario) plan on hosting family night for the Special Olympians.
We plan on giving each athlete a BALL for ALL. These balls were first introduced after 
World War 1 for soldiers. The Ball for All is made with bells inside for people with low vi-
sion so they can hear them and are able to play soccer. 
To do these things the MD5M Lions are raising $350,000 for LCIF Special Olympics. That 
is why we suggest all clubs to donate to LCIF at the Parade of Green at the 5M4 Mid-Win-
ter Convention Feb. 6-8th. Donations by individual Lions is important also, please consider 
one time donation or automatic withdrawal for a monthly donation.
“Roar for Cause” will be an LCIF event with an emphasis on the USA Special Olympics. 
You will be able to come and learn about the Special Olympics and how Lions are helping 
out. It will be held at Chanhassen Dinner Theater on February 28th. You can be a table 
sponsor for $800 or individual tickets for $65. Please let me know if you need more infor-
mation.

5M4 has raised $18,926 toward its goal of $47,616 for this year. Thank you 
for your continued support!

Check for Special Olympics should be made out to LCIF–Special Olympics
Send LCIF donations to:
PCC Dennis Heinen
5M4 LCIF Coordinator
12069 Bluegill Dr.
Sauk Centre, MN 56378
320-491-3996     Heinende@centracare.com

LCIF MD5M Roar for a Cause is a charity event orga-
nized by the Lions Clubs of MD5M which is Minne-
sota, Manitoba & NW Ontario. This event is to support 
the Lions Clubs International Foundation (LCIF) and 
the 2026 Special Olympics USA Games held in Min-
neapolis. 
People in attendance will get to learn about the impact 
Special Olympics has a positive impact for these ath-
letes. Lions are a great supporter of Special Olympics in 
both nationally and locally. We sponsor Opening Eyes 
at Special Olympic events to provide vision screening. 
Learn more about what is happening at the 2026 USA 
Special Olympics.
How can Lions helps?
Attend this event if you are able.
Donate a raffle item for this event!
Look at volunteering at the 2026 USA Special Olympic 
Games!
Keep supporting your local Special Olympics!
Donate to LCIF as a club and as an individual.

2026 Event Details
• Date: Saturday, February 28, 2026.
• Time: 10:30 AM – 3:00 PM.
• Location: Chanhassen Dinner Theatres, Chanhassen, 
MN.
LCIF Coordinator Dennis Heinen
heinende@centracare.com



20.
5M4 Newsletter           
www.e-district.org/sites/5M4       
FEBRUARY 2026

The Sauk River Champions Lions Club 
hosted a Holiday Dance and Supper for the 
area Special Olympic Athletes, other per-
sons with disabilities and their friends and 
families 

A visit by Santa, the 
Grinch and Cookie 
Monster added to 
the festivities 

Good time was 
had by all!
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The Montevideo LEOs club com-
pleted their annual glasses recycling 
project and will be sending 80 hear-
ing aids, 660 pairs of glasses, and 
584 pairs of lenses to the Mid-Win-
ter Conference in February.  The Leo 
club collaborates with local optom-
etrist offices, churches and nursing 
homes and assisted living facilities to 
collect throughout the year and then 
schedules a work day to sort, count 
and box the items.  



Need something in the newsletter?  Send to: anneo@runestone.net
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2026 MD5M Convention
April 24-26, 2026  

Minnetonka Beach Party
Sheraton Minneapolis West Hotel 
12201 Ridgedale Drive 
Minnetonka, Minnesota 55305 

Hosted by District 5M-5

Sign up today and save! 
First 150 Receive a Free souvenir Beach Ball with early sign up.

Cost May 1, 2025 thru Cost January 1, 2026 thru
December 31, 2025 March 31, 2026 
$185 US - $266 CDN $195 US - $280 CDN 
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Parade of Green
 2026 Parade of Green Recipients

*Lions Clubs International Foundation (LCIF)	 $18,635
*TEAM Sheehan Charitable Foundation 		  $ 3,340                           
*MN Lions Childhood Cancer Foundation		  $ 8,887
*MN Lions Diabetes Foundation			   $ 7,415
*MN Lions Hearing Foundation			   $ 6,965
*MN Lions Missions Foundation			   $ 1,565
*MN Lions Vision Foundation			   $ 9,215
*MD5M Lions KidSight Foundation			   $ 4,410
*5M4 Special Olympics				    $ 2,395
*5M4 Youth Outreach					    $ 1,915
*Camp Needlepoint					     $ 2,690
*Camp True Friends					     $ 2,040
*Confidence Learning Center				   $ 2,490
*Can Do Canines					     $ 5,185
*Leader Dogs for the Blind				    $ 6.190
*Project New Hope					     $4,870

TOTAL $88,207
Thank you for your donations!
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Spicer Sunrise Lions
Spicer Sunrise Lions grand prize winner Rollo Campe of Spicer )far 
right) received his check from past president Lion Bob Bliss (center) 
and treasurer Lion Todd Erickson ( left)

Spicer Winterfest Raffle winners

Sauk Centre Pancake Breakfast fun!

Everyone is invited to celebrate the 
75th Anniversary of the Milan Lions 

Club on Tuesday, March 31st!  Reserve 
your meal tickets by March 20th – 

please send a check made out to Milan 
Lions Club to Lion Tom Moe, PO Box 

188, Milan MN  56262.  Location of the 
celebration will be at Kviteseid Lutheran 

Church, 308 N 3rd Street, Milan.  
Our guest speaker will be PIP Brian 

Sheehan.  All are welcome!
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IMPORTANT CONTACTS!
Lions Club International Foundation 
   Chair:  Lion Dennis Heinen – heinende@centracare.com

MN Lions Vision Foundation  	 Lions Gift of Sight
   Chairs:  Lion Craig Schellberg -- spicerlioncraig@gmail.com		
                 PCC Rob Wiener -- 5m4lionrob@gmail.com

MD5M Hearing Foundation
   Chairs: Lion Pam Erickson -- tapjerickson@gmail.com			 
                PDG Bob Kulbeik -- kulbeik@hotmail.com

MN Lions Diabetes Foundation
   Chair: Lion Lori Schellberg --  lorischellberg@gmail.com		
   PDG Ken Harwick – kbearalive@live.com	

MN Lions Childhood Cancer Foundation
   Chairs: Lion Sue Krumrey – sue_krumrey@kottke-trucking.com 	
   Lion Merlin Athmann -- athmann.mer@gmail.com
Leaderdog
   Chair: Lion Mary Bolas -- marybolas.mb@gmail.com

MD5M Kidsight Foundation
   Chairs:  Lion Sue Honken -- rshonken@frontiernet.net			 
   Lion Ron Honken -- ronaldhonken1940@gmail.com
Can Do Canines
   Chair: Lion Mike Beilke -- mbeilke62@gmail.com

Project New Hope
   Chair: Lion Ron Buse -- ron.buse06@gctel.com				  
   Lion Greg Tauer – greg.tauer@northcentralintl.com			 
   Lion Corky Gleisner – cmgleisner@gmail.com 
Special Olympics MN
   Chair:  Lion Dianna Nelson - diannanelson@mainstreetcom.com
T.E.A.M. Sheehan Foundation
   Chair:  PIP Brian Sheehan -- bsheehan@rccbi.com		         
   Treas. PDG Marty Athmann – athmannmarty@hotmail.com 
MN Lions Mission Foundation – Brand New

Foundation Awards:
• LCIF – Melvin Jones Fellowship
• MN Lions Vision Foundation – Hellen Keller Award
• MD5M Hearing Foundation – Hearing Research Fellewship
• MN Lions Diabetes Foundation – Dreamcatcher Award
• MN Lions Childhood Cancer Foundation – Believe Award
• MD5M Kidsight Foundation – Sight Saver Award
• Can Do Canines – Top Dog Award
• T.E.A.M. Sheehan Foundation – Lapel Pin & Foundation Medal

MD5M Multiple District Awards:
• Hall of Fame Award
• Al Jensen Award
• Int’l Presidents Leadership Award
• Int’l Presidents Presidential Award

District Awards:
• Club Excellence Award
• Heart of A Lion Award
• Be Kind Award

Grant Applications:
• T.E.A.M. Sheehan Foundation
• LCIF website
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  2025-2026 5M4 Cabinet Members 

 

 

Position Title Name Phone	# Email Home	Club
District	Governor DG Susan	Krumrey 320-295-8327 susanreuberkrumrey@outlook.com Buffalo	Lake
1st	VDG 1VDG Jason	Kerfeld 320-429-0794 kerfeld@mainstreetcom.com Sauk	Centre
2nd	VDG 2VDG Ed	Bolas 320-304-0117 edmary1973@gmail.com Hoffman
IPDG IPDG Jacque	Heinen 320-249-6536 lionheinen@gmail.com Sauk	Centre
Cabinet	Secretary Lion	 Renee	Willhite 320-491-6010 rwillhite@mainstreetcom.com Sauk	Centre
Cabinet	Treasurer Lion	 Denise	Sundblad 320-766-3266 district5m4@outlook.com Wendell
Can	Do	Canines Lion	 Mike	Beilke 320-761-9406 mbeilke62@gmail.com Sauk	Centre
Constitution	&	By-Laws PDG Kellie	Knudson 320-226-4156 lionkellieknudson@gmail.com Montevideo
District	Administrator PCC Dennis	Heinen 320-491-3996 heinende@centracare.com Sauk	Centre
Environment PDG Kathy	Harwick 320-226-3651 kharwick@frontiernet.net Appleton
GET PDG Bob	Knutson 320-295-1757 lionbobbyk2017@gmail.com Spicer	Sunrise
GLT PDG Marty	Athmann 320-579-1357 athmannmarty@hotmail.com Bird	Island
GMT PCC Rob	Wiener 320-241-7100 5m4lionrob@gmail.com Sauk	Centre
GST IPDG Jacque	Heinen 320-249-6536 lionheinen@gmail.com Sauk	Centre
LI	Advisor PIP Brian	Sheehan 320-212-7330 bsheehan@rccbi.com Bird	Island
LCIF	Chairperson PCC Dennis	Heinen 320-491-3996 heinende@centracare.com Sauk	Centre
Leader	Dog	for	the	Blind Lion	 Mary	Bolas 320-815-0343 marybolas.mb@gmail.com Hoffman
LEO	Chairperson PDG Bob	Knutson 320-295-1757 lionbobbyk2017@gmail.com Spicer	Sunrise
Lions	Alert PDG Marty	Athmann 320-579-1357 athmannmarty@hotmail.com Bird	Island
Long	Range	Planning PDG Ron	Branch 320-460-0135 branch@rea-alp.com Alexandria
MD5M	Lions	KidSight	Foundation Lion	 Susan	Honken 320-905-2412 susandenisehonken@gmail.com Raymond
MD5M	Lions	KidSight	Foundation Lion	 Ronald	Honken 320-905-6282 rshonken@frontiernet.net Raymond
MN	Lions	Childhood	Cancer	Foundation Lion	 Merlin	Athmann 320-522-1264 athmann.mer@gmail.com Bird	Island
MN	Lions	Childhood	Cancer	Foundation Lion	 Sue	Krumrey 320-295-1266 sue_krumrey@kottke-trucking.com Buffalo	Lake
MN	Lions	Diabetes	Foundation Lion	 Lori	Schellberg 320-894-8643 lorischellberg@gmail.com Spicer	Sunrise
MN	Lions	Diabetes	Foundation PDG Ken	Harwick 320-212-4393 kbearalive@live.com Appleton
MN	Lions	Hearing	Foundation PDG Bob	Kulbeik 605-949-0136 kulbeik@hotmail.com Elbow	Lake
MN	Lions	Hearing	Foundation Lion	 Pam	Erickson 320-212-3031 tapjerickson@gmail.com Spicer	Sunrise
MN	Lions	Missions	Foundation IPDG Jacque	Heinen 320-249-6536 lionheinen@gmail.com Sauk	Centre
MN	Lions	Vision	Foundation Lion	 Craig	Schellberg 320-894-6843 spicerlioncraig@gmail.com Spicer	Sunrise
MN	Lions	Vision	Foundation PCC Rob	Wiener 320-241-7100 5m4lionrob@gmail.com Sauk	Centre
Newsletter	-	5M4 Lion	 Anne	O'Flynn 320-815-5790 anneo@runestone.net Elbow	Lake
Nominations PDG Jeff	Swenson 218-770-1779 jfswens@runestone.net Grant	County
PDG	Advisor PDG Marty	Athmann 320-579-1357 athmannmarty@hotmail.com Bird	Island
Project	New	Hope Lion	 Ron	Buse 218-639-1114 ron.buse06@gctel.com Evansville
Project	New	Hope Lion	 Greg	Tauer 320-212-3256 greg.tauer@northcentralintl.com Atwater
Project	New	Hope Lion	 Corky	Gleisner 320-250-5802 cmgleisner@gmail.com Atwater
Protocol PCC Dennis	Heinen 320-491-3996 heinende@centracare.com Sauk	Centre
Public	Relations PDG Sue	Kulbeik 605-949-0161 kulbeik@gmail.com Elbow	Lake
Special	Olympics	Liason Lion	 Dianna	Nelson 320-766-7412 diannanelson@mainstreetcom.com Sauk	Centre
TEAM	Sheehan	Foundation PIP	&	PDGBrian	and	Marty see	their	info	above Bird	Island
Technology PCC Dennis	Heinen 320-491-3996 heinende@centracare.com Sauk	Centre
Website Lion	 Ryan	Beich 320-583-3288 rrbeich@gmail.com Buffalo	Lake
Youth	Exchange/Peace	Poster Lion	 Todd	Fritsche 507-766-7528 dragon376381@yahoo.com Bird	Island
Zone	Chair	Advisor Lion	 Mickie	Rogal 218-731-9749 mickierogal@gmail.com Wendell
Zone	1	Chair Lion	 Lori	Mausolf 320-304-3091 lorimausolf50@gmail.com Miltona
Zone	2	Chair Lion	 Ed	Bolas 320-304-0117 edmary1973@gmail.com Hoffman
Zone	3	Chair
Zone	4	Chair Lion	 Doug	Godwin 218-770-8932 dgjg2241@gmail.com Montevideo
Zone	5	Chair Lion	 Brad	Johnson 320-760-7640 yeldard600@gmail.com Renville
Zone	6	Chair Lion	 Richard	Haugen 320-522-0987 richard.haugen@yahoo.com Olivia
Zone	7	Chair Lion	 Gary	Lagerstad	 320-894-4126 garylagerstedt47@gmail.com Spicer	Sunrise
Zone	8	Chair Lion	 Jason	McCoy 320-442-8200 therealmccoy70@gmail.com Grove	City

Need something in the newsletter?  Send to: anneo@runestone.net


