
Hosts and Hearts Needed for Youth Exchange 

Ever wanted to make the world a better place, to create and foster a spirit of understanding 

among peoples of the world?  

You can do it through Lions Clubs International Youth Exchange program – and you can do it 

now. 

Lions District 5NE is hosting the annual MD5 Youth Exchange Camp July 16-22 near Drake.  

Host families are needed for the international students. Approximately 20 youth will be here 

from other countries to spend a week with 20 youth from North Dakota, South Dakota and 

Saskatchewan.  

The typical stay is four weeks, which includes the week at the camp. Host families will pick up 

their chosen youth at the arrival airport, likely Jamestown or Minot. You chose your youth by 

reviewing a bit of information about them from their application form. You also fill out a host 

application form and the exchange begins. Usually the host family and youth are in touch by e-

mail and other media before they arrive. 

Camp begins at 4 p.m. July 16 and concludes at 11 a.m. July 22. The host family makes 

arrangements for transportation.  

Most often students arrive in the week before the camp and stay for another two or so weeks 

following camp. All youth speak English and have international health insurance. Youth are 

aware of the camp and exchange policy of no smoking and no drinking. They live with you as a 

member of your family, doing what you do. 

Host families do not have to be Lions but must be recommended by Lions. The youth are 

sponsored by Lions Clubs in their host country. You do not have to have teenagers at home to be 

a host. 

The youth, whose ages are 15-19, are talented, adventurous and interested in knowing about their 

host family, community and country.  

Jan Coca is Dist. 5NE Youth Exchange chair, at 701.509.4901 or e-mail janicecoca@yahoo.com, 

or contact Carla Lein, at 701.781.0743.  

Katherine Tweed is the camp registrar. Please contact her at 701.235.2115 or 

ktweed@cableone.net. As we go to press we have several international applicants but only a few 

from Multiple District 5.  
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