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Saturday, September 19th 
     Madison Township Lions Club 
     Pork Chop Sale 
     11:00 am—2:00 pm 
     At Madison Township Fire Station 
        St. Rd. 331, Wyatt, IN and 
         Woodies Supermarket 
        116 N. Bowen Av., Bremen IN 
       Chops—$5.00    Carry out only 
 
Saturday, September 19th 
     LaFontaine Lions Club 
     Serving Richvalley Lions Tenderloins 
     At the LaFontaine Community Building 
     From 4:00pm—7:00 pm 
 
Saturday, October 10, 2015 
     Lydick Lions Club 
     Pancake and Sausage Breakfast 
     7:30-11:00 am.   
     (2nd Saturday in October only.  After that     
      will return to 1st Saturday) 

 

2015  
Banner Night 
 

This year’s Banner 
Night was held on Au-
gust 22nd at Camp 
Alexander Mack. with 
94 Lions and friends 
in attendance.  The 
purpose of the eve-
ning is to honor the 
Immediate Past Dis-
trict Governor and 
celebrate with the new 

District Governor.   
 
The Master of Ceremonies was PDG David Eisen who also 
treated DG Vic to a roasting. The evening’s entertainment was 
Dr. Love’s Traveling Leadership show featuring PDG Charles 
Short as Dr. Love, PDG Pat Short, (Lafayette) & Lion 
Gretchen Xinolopolous, (Brownsburg), assisted by “Love An-
gels”, VDG Vic, Lion Diane, other cabinet officers and Lions in 
the audience was highly entertaining. 
 
On a more serious note, DG Vic outlined his program for the 
coming year and included a graph indicating the progress 
made toward the goal of raising money for two new kennels 
for the Leader Dog facility at Rochester, Michigan. 
 
See additional pictures on page 10 
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From the Gov- 
lions from all corners of the 
globe are working together 
to make the world a better 
place with the emphasis on 
children.   
 
As the evening was winding 
down, the folks began to 
understand the Lion’s motto 
”We Serve”. We all 
acknowledged how vitally 
important service to people 
really is and that it fulfills a 
need that we all have inside 
us. Lions accomplishes that 
mission and besides it’s a 
lot of fun!!!  
 
Here’s a little suggestion, 
the next time you and your 
fellow Lions are out doing 
things together, 
experiencing the service 
together, share the joy of 
your service with someone 
as well.  Who knows, others 
around you just might want 
in on some of that action.  
Maybe they might even 
want to join your club. Why 
wouldn’t they? Joy and 
happiness is contagious you 
know.  
 
Thank you very much for all 
that you are doing and keep 
up the great work! 
 
Yours in Lionism, 
Lion Vic 
District Governor 25G 

people and to ourselves.  
Both of us explained how 
Lions is like the conduit 
that people can use to 
channel their compassion 
and energies to help other 
people. We cited many 
examples of what clubs 
are doing around our 
district to bring some joy to 
people who are in need. It 
also provides that all 
important means to allow 
oneself to experience joy 
of the soul.  There is no 
greater reward than when 
we reach out and touch 
the lives of others in a 
positive way.  We as Lions 
experience that all the 
time be it eye screenings, 
mission trips, blood drives, 
providing Leader Dogs, 
local service projects, 
Marine Toys for Tots, etc.  
You get the picture.  
As members of a Lions 
Club we have an 
abundance of 
opportunities not only to 
experience joy on a daily 
basis but to share it as 
well. It’s important to let 
people know what we do 
but also why we do it. I 
shared International 
President Yamada’s theme 
of Dignity, Harmony, and 
Humanity with everyone 
and explained his passion 
regarding helping the 
children of the world. That 

 

 

 

 

 

Experience Service 
Together – 

Spreading the Joy 
 
Lion Diane and I had one 
of those rare weekends off 
so we went camping at 
Potato Creek State Park. It 
was an opportunity to just 
get away, recharge, reflect, 
and enjoy some time with 
friends.  During one of our 
discussions, folks were 
talking about what things 
in life make them happy 
and joyful.  The usual 
examples popped up, 
children, sports, family, etc.  
After some additional 
discussion, the subject of 
service to our fellow man 
came up.  Of course no 
lion in his or her right mind 
would ever pass up a 
chance to talk about the 
way we serve the 
members of our 
communities and the joy 
that we as Lions bring to 
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“Opening night” – the time where a movie or show 
starts its first run.  Based on reviews and people who 
attended,  the show will be a success or a failure.  In 
years past, movies would have several good weeks of 
attendance based strictly on the media hype.  Now 
movies have one good night and one news channel did 
not do a movie review until four hours prior to opening.  
Why?  Because with the rise of social media people’s 
feedback on a movie now is measured in minutes not 
days. If we see a good movie or eat a good restaurant 
– we tell all of our friends.  Get bad service, bad food – 
again we are telling everyone we know about it.  We 
write reviews of hotels, movies and restaurants – letting 
everyone know of our experience. 
So what does this have to do with Lions Club?  Do we 

talk about the projects that we have done the same way we talk about movies?  Do we tell our friends 
about the fun we had at the district meeting or the facts we learned about the Leader Dog program the 
same way we enjoyed a good restaurant?  Do we keep it a secret?  Are we embarrassed to say “I’m a 
member of the Lions Club”?  Can we tell people about what we do, the programs that we support, the peo-
ple we help and the people we serve? 
I would challenge you to think about the last time you told someone about a good movie or restaurant – 
your review probably went something like this -   “You really need to go to  <name of restaurant/movie>, it 
was really good and we enjoyed ourselves greatly.  You really would enjoy it!”  Now take out “<name of 
restaurant/movie>” and insert “Lions Club” – now go tell the same friends that you did about the movie.  
Let’s not keep Lion Club one of the world’s best kept secrets. 
Together we serve. 

2nd VDG Tom Polk 

 

PDG David 
Eisen Honored 

by  
Mishawaka-
Penn-Harris  

Library 
 
Past District Governor David 
Eisen was recently honored 

by the Mishawaka-Penn-Harris Library for his 40 years of service to the library. Eisen recently 
retired from the library after 40 years of service, including 35 years as the director of the li-
brary. In recognition of his many years of service, the Lions Room on the lower level of the 
main library in downtown Mishawaka has been renamed the Eisen Meeting Room. PDG 
Dave and Barb greeted friends at a reception in the Eisen Meeting Room on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 1, 2015. 
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From the Desk of 
Cabinet Secretary PDG Ann Haffner 

 
Donations to LCIF, State Projects & State & District Committees 

 
In order for your club to receive proper credit for supporting our Indiana Lions State Projects and State 
and District Committees it is IMPORTANT that the following procedures be followed when making dona-
tion payments. 
 

Send ALL state project and committee donations to District 25-G Cabinet Treasurer Lion Rose 
Russell, PO Box 31, Lakeville, IN 46536. 

 
Write one check payable to District 25-G for the combination of all state project and committee dona-

tions and include a list of the entities you are supporting with the dollar amount for each.   
 

Example:  CHECK IS WRITTEN FOR $700 
 
INCLUDED LIST FOR THE EXAMPLE MIGHT READ: 
$100 for School for the Blind  $100 for Eye Bank 
$100 for Speech and Hearing  $100 for Leader Dog   
$100 for Cancer Control  $100 for IN Lions Foundation 
$50 for Law Camp   $50 for Diabetes 

 
Periodically she will mail checks to each of our 5 state projects, Indiana Lions Foundation and State 
Comptroller PDG Vernon Provines (for State Committee donations.)  Her submissions will show the dollar 
amount your club is donating along with the name and address of the Lion in your club to receive acknowl-
edgement. If you wish your club’s donations to remain in the district for such committees as Diabetes, Leo 
Clubs or Law Camp please specify that with your submittal.  
 
If these procedures are followed everything will be made easier for CT Lion Rose and the district will have 
a more accurate record of what clubs are giving to our state projects and state and district committees. 
 
LCIF Donations:  If a Lion or club is making a donation to LCIF it should be sent directly to LCIF with a 
form downloadable from www.lcif.org.  Click on “Ways to Give” then “Melvin Jones Fellowship” (even if the 
recipient will be named later) and then “MJF Application Form.”  This will insure that LCIF has an accurate 
record of donations from individual Lions and clubs toward Melvin Jones Fellowships. 
 
W. P. Woods and Richard T. Miyamoto Fellowships should be ordered directly from the Indiana Lions 
Foundation or Indiana Lions Speech and Hearing using the form available on their websites or from one of 
our trustees. 
 
If you have any questions, contact CT Lion Rose at (574) 784-9094 or rosewrussell@gmail.com or me at 
(574) 457-3054 or ahaffner@kconline.com. 

Lion Kim Polk named as Cancer Control Trustee 
 

District Governor Vic Fisher has appointed  Lion Kim Polk of the LaFontaine Lions Club  to fill a vacancy 
on the Board of Trustees of the Indiana Lions Cancer Control Fund.. Lion Kim is the secretary of the La-
Fontaine Lions Club and the wife of 2nd VDG Tom Polk. 

http://www.lcif.org/
http://www.lionsclubs.org/resources/EN/pdfs/lcif/lcif42m.pdf
mailto:rosewrussell@gmail.com
mailto:ahaffner@kconline.com
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Revised Suspension Policy 
Have Your Club’s Dues Been Paid? 

 
The Board of Directors of Lions Clubs International amended the suspension policy that affects clubs that 
have not paid their LCI club balances in a timely manner.  Beginning July 1, 2015, clubs will automatically 
be placed on Financial Suspension if balances beyond 90 days exceed US$20/member or $1,000, which-
ever is less, and cancellation will occur after the 28th of the month following suspension if full payment is 
not received.  As a result of unpaid LCI dues, suspension will be reported in October and April following 
the July and January dues billings. 
 
Suspension is the temporary deferment of the charter, rights, privileges and obligations of a Lions club 
due to an unpaid balance.  Clubs on suspension shall not: (a) Conduct service activities (b) Conduct fund 
raising activities; (c) Participate in district and multiple district functions or seminars; (d) Participate in any 
voting procedures outside of the club (e) Endorse or nominate a candidate for district, multiple district or 
international office; (f) Submit Monthly Membership Reports and other reports; (g) Sponsor a Lions club, 
or organize a Leo or a Lioness club.  Clubs on Suspension shall: (a) Hold meetings to discuss the future 
of the club and identify the steps needed to regain an active status; (b) Make payments to clear the exist-
ing outstanding balance, or request a payment plan. 
 
This amended policy has serious consequences for clubs that are in arrears in paying their club balances.  
To rectify this past due condition, clubs placed on suspension may regain an active status by paying the 
balance in full.  Beginning July 1, 2015, clubs canceled more than twice will be ineligible for reactivation.  
Clubs should work to avoid cancellation at all times.  Please make sure your club’s balance has been paid 
in full to LCI to ensure your active status is protected.  Club presidents, secretaries and treasurers should 
visit www.lionsclub.org and review their statements regularly by logging into MyLCI and clicking on “My 
Lions Club” and then “STATEMENTS/DUES” to make sure you are up to date with your LCI balance and 
that all payments have been recorded. 

Clubs should also send their district and state dues to CT Rose Russell in a timely manner so she doesn’t 
have to rebill you.  Our district and state operating expenses are dependent on prompt payment of district 
and state dues. 
 

All Lions Invited to Cancer Control  
Physicians Seminars 

 
The Board of Trustees of the Indiana Lions Cancer Control Fund invites all Indiana Lions to the 
Physicians Seminars presented by the physicians of the Indiana University Department of Ra-
diation Oncology at 1:30 p.m. on Sunday, September 13, 2015, at the IU Simon Cancer Center 
in Indianapolis, Indiana. Presenters will include Dr. Richard Zellars, the new chairman of the 
Department of Radiation Oncology. The presentations will cover a variety of topics related to 
cancer treatment, research, and education. If you have questions about this event or need di-
rections to the IU Simon Cancer Center, please contact PDG Paul Russell 
(pdgpaul25g@gmail.com or 574-250-2621). 

http://www.lionsclub.org/
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Lionism at Its Best in 25-G 
“The Results Are All That Matter” 

PDG Glenn Yoder 
 

The first time I met Glenn Yoder he visited the Syracuse Lions Club.  He had just been elected Dis-
trict Governor and I was president of the Syracuse Lions.  He had heard about some of the 
changes we had made in the Syracuse Lions Club and he wanted me to serve as the district mem-
bership chairman.   
 

I laughed and told him I had no experience in the district and he responded, “You just brought in 6 
new members.  Results are all that matter!” 
 

Lion Glenn had been a salesman all his adult life.  He knew that the result of what you do is all that 
matters.  Set a realistic goal and make every effort to reach it.  You don’t get paid for coming close 
to making the sale. 
 

After I hesitated about accepting the district membership chairmanship he said, “If you take this 
job I will make you a successful District Governor in the future.”   
 

Lion Glenn’s District Governor year was a perfect model of what a District Governor’s year should 
be.  He started several new Lions clubs during his year and finished the year plus over 100 new 
members. 
 

At the same time he realized the importance of developing each club’s pride in doing important 
projects in their communities and in the district.  He realized that allowing women to be Lions was 
a vital step forward and he helped start the Elkhart Community Lions Club with all women charter 
members. 
 

Twelve years later when I was elected District Governor he reminded me of his promise.  He would 
call me at 6:00 a.m. to tell me he could help recruit that day and we would go to one of the five lo-
cations we had chosen. 
 

As we acquired enough paid members to start the first club Lion Glenn realized we didn’t have the 
time and energy to help them develop their charter night and meeting operating procedures.  His 
solution—WE NEED A CLUB DEVELOPMENT TEAM! 
 

The team had to be familiar with all the necessary procedures to follow, have the time and pa-
tience to work with a club starting from scratch, and have easily available answers to all the ques-
tions they had.  The simple solution—OUR WIVES!  Lions Fran Cameron, Doris Yoder and Ann be-
came that team and worked with all five of the new clubs that year.  Their efforts not only made 
possible the successful chartering of the new clubs but also gave Ann and Doris the incentive to 
become active Lions. 
 

Over the years Lion Glenn was active in projects all over Indiana.  He was effective in getting the 
Lions Quest in our schools.  He and Lion Doris also hosted several Lions foreign exchange stu-
dents, and he traveled all over the state helping to form new clubs. 
 

His visit to the Syracuse Lions Club and his challenge to it so long ago was the motivation which 
produced three District Governors in District 25-G. 
 

PDG Charlie Haffner 
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District Lions work for the  
Indiana Lions Foundation 

 
35 Lions representing 10 Lions Clubs in District 25-G volun-
teered as ticket sellers and ticket scanners at the 2015 Indiana 
State Fair, to support the Indiana Lions Foundation. Funds 
raised by the State Fair project are used to provide matching 

grants of up to $750 to Lions Clubs throughout the state of Indiana to support their local service pro-
jects. On behalf of the Indiana Lions Foundation, I want to thank all the volunteers (listed below) who 
worked at the 2015 Indiana State Fair. Without your help, this project would not be a success. 
 
Lion Rose Russell 
District 25-G Foundation Trustee 
State Fair Committee Member  

Pictured:  Upper Left.  PCC Bob Booher, Speedway  Lion Rose Russell & PDG Paul Russell, Lakeville.  Upper 
middle, Lion Angela Himes , Pierceton Lions Club sells tickets.  Upper right, Lion Mary Ann Mast, Urbana Lions 
Club sells tickets. Lower left, PDG David Eisen, Mishawaka sells tickets.  Lower middle, Lion Jeanine Juel, 
Dunlap Lions Club and PDG Marty Juel, Elkhart Lions Club scans tickets.  Lower right, Lions Bev Reid and An-

gela Himes sell tickets from booth at gate 18.. 

Frank Elizondo, Culver 
Susan Elizondo, Culver 
Jeanine Juel, Dunlap 
Marty Juel, Elkhart 
Sandy Gates, Grass Creek 
Eileen Sommers, Grass Creek 
Martin VanMeter, Grass Creek 
Sherry VanMeter, Grass Creek 
Ethel Eib, LaFontaine 
Robert McKinley, LaFontaine Friend 
Bob Court, Lakeville 
Bob Feitz, Lakeville 

Sharon Feitz, Lakeville 
Max Feitz, Lakeville 
Jim Foster, Lakeville 
Darcy Gardner, Lakeville 
Jennifer Gardner, Lakeville 
Mike Johnson, Lakeville 
Larry Ort, Lakeville 
Paul Russell, Lakeville 
Rose Russell, Lakeville 
Janet Engelberth, Lakeville Friend 
Jim Tillman, Lakeville 
Anne Weber, Lakeville 

Leroy Wise, Lydick 
David Eisen, Mishawaka 
Larry VanNevel, Mishawaka 
Peg Van Nevel, Mishawaka 
Angela Himes, Pierceton 
Bev Reid, Pierceton  
Barb Grumme, Syracuse 
Wanda Freshe, Urbana 
Marvin Mast, Urbana 
Mary Ann Mast, Urbana 
Claudia Rosen, Urbana 
Lowell Rosen, Urbana 
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Leader Dogs for the Blind  
Kennel Update 

 

 During the 2014-15 Lions year District 25-G sent a total of $2,990 
to Leader Dogs for the Blind to go toward the purchase of a kennel. Dona-
tions came from the Milford Lions, Madison Township Lions, Wakarusa 
Lions, Argos Lions, Etna Green Lions, Elkhart Community Lions, North 
Webster Lions, Bourbon Lions, Elkhart Lions, First VDG Vic Fischer, 
PDGs Bud and Jeri Seely, and from Lion Dave and Jackie Miley in mem-
ory of PDG Bud’s sister and a Christmas gift. 
 

 As of Aug. 25 when this report was sent for publication in the dis-
trict newsletter, the total figure jumped to $6,506 with donations from Sid-
ney Lions, Elkhart Lions, 2014-15 District 25-G treasury, an anonymous 
gift from three generations of Lions, a gift from DG Vic’s employer  from 
knife sharpening donations,  Dr. Love’s collection at Banner Night, and the 
Mishawaka Lions. 

Samatha Dalton Speaks to  
Students about her Leader Dog 

Experiences 
 

Plans for a special presentation at Roosevelt 
STEAM Academy began last week when Dunlap 
Lion and Elkhart Schools Health Services Coordi-
nator John McClure requested help from Lion 
Jeanine Juel in finding someone that could speak 
to the kindergarten classes about 'sight through a 
guide dog.'  These  children were studying the five 
senses and a Lions Leader Dog would help the 
children learn a different perspective about see-
ing.  Elkhart Lion Samantha Dalton was contacted 
and she accepted this challenge. She is a graduate 
of Indiana School for the Blind and Visually Im-

paired and is currently a student at Ivy Tech Community College. She was matched with Leader Dog Natsu 
last summer and this was their first 'speaking engagement.'   Lion Samantha explained how the dog serves 
as her eyes as she goes about her daily life. The students learned that service dogs are working when they 
have their harness on and should not be approached or petted. At the end of her presentation, she took the 
harness off and let the children pet Natsu, who quickly transformed from a service animal to an ordinary pet. 

Save the Date 
2nd District Meeting 
November 21, 2015 
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A Tribute to Dunlap Lions Club 
 

Presented by Lion Sally Weirich 
 August 20, 2015  

 

Who would believe our club has been alive and well and 60 years have gone? 
     The original crew’s no longer here, but the good we do lives on. 
Sixty years who said time flies?  The years have flown on rapid wings 
    and memories come to the fore of many good, important things. 
Fish fries, broom sales, light bulbs too, ice cream socials, popcorn sales; 
    there was even a year, or so I’m told, when giant coloring books were sold. 
Candy days on Dunlap streets, when many legs grew weary 
    and fruit sales kept December filled with lots of fruit delivery. 
There were some chicken barbecues and pork chop sales were tried, 
    our membership went up and down but would not be denied. 
Trips to Michigan for Leader Dog and International in Chicago 
    where we all kept within our hearts “We  
 

Serve” as our strong motto. 
So we’ve completed 60 years and much can still be done 
    we’ll keep accomplishing each new task until the battles are won. 
Stay proud to be a Lion strong, be proud of each endeavor 
    keep doing all the good you can each day we start, FOREVER. 

 

 

Mishawaka Lions Club 
     Member:  Joseph Canarecci 
     Sponsor:  Bryan Tanner 
 
     Member:  Josephine Krol 
     Sponsor:  Barbara Wesley 

Plymouth Lions Club 
     Member:  Clifford Allen 
     Sponsor:  Ken Lukenbill 
 
     Member:  Alicia Torres 
     Sponsor:  Manuel Guerrero      

Plymouth (continued)   
     Member:  Sean Surrisi 
     Sponsor:  Ken Lukenbill 
 
       
 

Welcome New Members 
 

During the month of July, 2 clubs in our district added 5 new members.  We welcome these new Lions 
and commend their sponsors for inviting them to join the GREATEST SERVICE ORGANIZATION IN 
THE WORLD.  Sponsors, remember this is only the first step in your responsibility.  Please be sure to 
involve your new Lion in all club activities. 

Completion of Service 
 

  Rich Mochel of the Madison Township Lions passed away on Sat. August 29, 2015 at the age of 87. Lion Rich 

was a 49 year member who served the club as President and held other club offices. He was the Cabinet Secretary 

for DG Jim Mochel in 1979-80 

Lion Sally was the first woman to be inducted to the Dunlap 
Lions Club in 1993.  Her husband, David Weirich, was District 
25-G Governor in 1997-98 and Lion Sally was President of 
Dunlap Lions in 1997-98.  Thank you, Lion Sally, for the many 
years of dedication and commitment you’ve given to the 
Dunlap Lions Club!  
You continue to model what Lionism is all about! 
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Pictured left:  Family of DG Vic.  L to R: Lion Bob Court, PDG Dave Court, Lions Daniel Robledo, Susan 
Robledo and Diane Fischer & DG Vic Fisher.  Pictured Right:  Elkhart Lion Bart Fore hands over the Dis-
trict Govenor’s’ Banner to Lakeville Lion Bob Court 
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Cabinet Meeting 
 

The first cabinet meeting of Lions year 2015-2016  hosted by the Argos Lions Club 
and Argos Leos Club and was held on August 15th at the Argos High School. 

Pictured Left:  Kathleen Breen of Leader Dog for the Blind. spoke about  Leader Dog and the new facilities 
being build at Leader Dog headquarters in Rochester Michigan.  Middle picture:  PDG Jeri Seely presents a 
check for money collected for one of the two Dog Kennels that the District plans to purchase with funds 
raised this year.  Right Picture:  Lions Bob Hrdy of Lafayette spoke about the importance of his Leader Dog. 

Pictured Left:  Martin VanMeter, District 25-G LCIF Chairperson is presented a certificate from International 
recognizing that District 25-G had 100% participation in donations to LCIF.  Pictured Right:  Lion Naomi 
Young and Lion Eleanor Watkins from the Bourbon Lions Club participated in  the District Meeting. 
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DISTRICT OFFICERS 

District Governor 
 
 

Vic Fischer (Lion Diane) 
26205 Quinn Rd.,  
North Liberty, IN  46554 
H  574-656-4235, C  574 514-3604 
superduper826@aol.com 

1st Vice District Governor 
 
 

Peg Van Nevel (Lion Larry) 
806 E. Broadway St.. 
Mishawaka, IN  46545 
H 574-259-2466, C  574-220-2362 
pitchinpeg@yahoo.com 

2nd Vice District Governor 
 
 

Thomas Polk (Lion Kimberly) 
 5378 E 975 S. 
 La Fontaine, IN  46940 
 H  765-981-2605, W  260-563-2240 
 tomkimpolk@embarqmail.com 

Cabinet Secretary 
 

PDG Ann Haffner (PDG 
Charlie) 
11268 N. St. Rd. 13,  
Syracuse, IN 46567 
H 574-457-3054,  C  574-457-6118 

Cabinet Treasurer 
 

Rose Russell (PDG Paul) 
PO Box 31 
Lakeville, IN  46536 
H 574-784-9094, C 574-250-0125 
rosewrussell@gmail.com 
 

DG Vic’s Club Visitation Schedule 
 

      
   Dunlap Lions Club   September 3, 2015 
   Urbana Joint Meeting  September 14, 2015 
   Milford Lions Club   October 5, 2015 
   Mentone Lions Club   October 7. 2015 
   New Paris Lions Club  November 2, 2015 
   Lapaz Lions Club   November 12, 2015 
   Madison Township Lions Club  February 9, 2015 
 
 

Please schedule your District Governor visit as soon as possible so 
DG Vic can plan his calendar.  Call DG Vic at  574-514-3604. 

 

 

Www.LionsForum.org 

http://www.LionsForum.org

