November 2015
Volume 9 Issue 5

Indiana Lions Hold Membership
Growth Seminar

Thursday, November 4th
Denver Community Lions Club
All you can eat
Fish and Tenderloin supper
4:30—7:00pm
Held at the Denver Community Building
Tickets: Adult $9.50 & Kids: $6.00
Friday, November 6th
Lakeville Lions Club, Spaghetti Dinner
At the Newton Center, Lakeville, IN
4:30-7:00pm
TICKETS—Adults: $7.00 Child: $3.00
Sunday, November 15th
Zone 4-B Fundraiser at Bob Evans
for the benefit of Leader Dog Kennels
Coupon needed—See page 12.
Saturday, November 14th
Laketon Lions Club HOLIDAY BAZAAR
“A great place for holiday shopping”
9:00am—3:00pm
No. Manchester Church of the Brethren
1306 N. Beckley Street
Door Prizes every hour
Thursday, December 3rd
Dunlap Lions Club
60th Anniversay Celebration
See Details on page 8

Approximately 60 Lions from throughout the state of Indiana attended
a day-long membership growth seminar in Shipshewana, Indiana on
Sunday, November 1. The seminar was organized by the Indiana Lions and was held in conjunction with the second meeting of the 20152016 Council of Governors. PDG Ronnie Martin of Freeport, Texas,
Lead New Club Development Consultant for Lions Clubs International,
spoke about building new clubs and “re-membering” existing clubs
which are struggling to retain members.
PDG Martin’s presentation was well-received by the attendees. When
asked to comment on the seminar, IPDG Marty Juel replied, in part:
Ron is not afraid to 'rattle the cages' with his approach to the
'traditional' club extension protocols of the past. He has a
unique style in his program, but over time he has shown that it
works in not only starting new clubs, but to make sure they
continue to be successful in the first several years. This is as
important as getting the first 20 members. Keeping the original
members and helping them increase both the membership and
enthusiasm is a lesson we should use for existing clubs,
whether they are in a membership slump or not.
After the seminar, DG Vic Fischer and District GMT Coordinator PDG
Paul Russell met with PDG Martin to schedule a New Club Development Workshop in District 25-G in February 2016.

Experience the Service Together –
Awakened the Giant
We have awakened the giant, there’s been a disturbance in the force, what was
that? A bird …a plane…wait for it… It’s Super Lions. You probably recognize
some of these common phrases (ok I adlibbed the last one) There is a buzz and
electricity being felt all throughout our district. Even people outside 25-G are asking” what in the world is going on there”? These Lions are really excited about
what they are doing… We want in on some of this too. The answer is quite simple. We are truly experiencing service together!
This is a direct result of everyone working hard, having fun and enjoying the fellowship and pride we as Lions excel in. For example, as of this writing, our clubs
and zones together have been out spreading the word and raising funds for our district-wide kennel project. To
date we have raised $9,033.00. That means that one kennel is paid for and we are underway for the second
one.
As you recall, part of this project encourages all clubs in our zones to work together in joint activities so we can
draw from the power of teamwork and networking. The zone meetings and joint club visit brainstorming sessions have been a blast. Our Lions are coming up with some really terrific ideas that will make it fun for their
members and respective communities. All of our clubs, both big and small, are getting in on the action simply
because size doesn’t matter. We are all mighty together!! Many thanks to all individual clubs and zones for
what you are doing!! Let’s keep going!!
BREAKING NEWS FLASH--- BREAKING NEWS FLASH--- BREAKING NEWS FLASH
-- BREAKING NEWS FLASH--- BREAKING NEWS FLASH
We interrupt this Governor’s newsletter for a special announcement……….
Communication from LCIF…… Congratulations to all the members of Lions District 25-G. You have been
awarded a $10,000.00 Standard Grant to support your first in the nation District Wide Leader Dog Kennel Project!!!!
Now back to your regularly scheduled newsletter………
How about that fellow Lions? We received this information just the other day. This is another piece of the project we have been working on for our district. Demonstrating that LCIF supports our district at all levels of service is why we continue to support LCIF. Additional grant information will be available soon.
In other news, Project School Sight is going full steam. Several clubs throughout the district have been contacting schools and making visits. Some of our clubs are teaming up to take care of multiple locations as well.
As this type of club legacy project continues to grow so will the requests for additional services. Where there is
a need, there is a Lion. Ask others to join in the fun. You might just find a new club member or two… other
clubs have. In my visits around the district, I’ve heard time after time how the school nurses and others have
thanked our Lion’s teams for stepping up and answering the call to help hundreds of children in our district. As
one Lion mentioned to me not so long ago, if one school has ocular screening covered that’s great, we will
seek out another than can use our assistance… and they have. There are plenty of other opportunities out
there plus other clubs need extra hands as well. That’s the Lions’ spirit in action!!!
These are but two of the many service projects we together in district 25-G have underway. Our giant service
Lion is awake and roaring!! Let’s make that positive disturbance in the force greater and greater as we continue to Experience Service Together!!
Thank you for all that you are doing and keep up the great work everyone!!
Yours in Lionism,
District Governor Vic
District 25-G
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Don’t Be Limited By a Negative Attitude
A college student arrives late for her first day of an advanced math class. On the board is a complicated
equation with “Extra Credit” written above it. The student carefully copies the problem down. As the semester comes close to the end the student comes to the professor’s office. “I have finished the extra credit problem” the student says as she sits down. “I doubt it” replies the professor. The professor carefully examines
the pages of complicated mathematical equations and work. He quickly picks up his phone and makes
some calls. Soon several other professors are in the office and reviewing the work. “She has solved it” one
finally exclaims. The student confused asked “so what is the big deal about some extra credit?” Her professor slowly looks up and says “over the last 15 years I have written this problem on the board and explained
to my class that I don’t give extra credit except for this problem. Until today it has been the classic example
of the “unsolvable problem” but you, young lady, have proven that wrong because you have solved it!” “If I
would have known it was unsolvable I wouldn’t have worked so hard on it” the young student replied.
“It can’t be done!” How many times have we heard or spoken those words. We have determined that the
task cannot be accomplished and there is no reason to try. But like the young college student – not knowing
it “can’t be done” – allows the seemingly impossible to be accomplished. The Lion Centennial motto is
“Where there is a problem – there is a Lion”. Problems are many – hunger, literacy, vision, disease and environmental along with internal issues of membership and growth. If we start with the attitude of defeat before we even start – the outcome is almost certain. Consider reaching out to other organization or other
clubs and working on issues together. If you involve outside organizations, they may potentially may even
become members. John Wooden, famous UCLA basketball coach stated it this way – “Do not let what you
cannot do interfere with what you can do.” Remember, as Lions together we serve.
2nd VDG Tom Polk

Message From Joe Preston, LCIF Chairperson
I recently attended the 2015 Special Olympics World Games in Los Angeles, California, USA. I learned the
power of giving all athletes the opportunity to compete and the importance of inclusion. Watching them in
action showed me that these athletes really blossom when given encouragement and opportunity.
I am so proud of the Lions of California for all of their volunteer efforts for the Healthy Athletes screenings,
just like all of the other Lions around the world who have been instrumental in games and screening events
over the last 14 years. I am also very thankful for the hospitality of our partners at Special Olympics.
Partnerships like this extend the reach of Lions Clubs International Foundation (LCIF), serving more people
than any one Lions club could serve alone. That is why it is so important that we continue to grow and expand LCIF.
I promoted Ask One for membership last year, but that idea also applies to LCIF. This is OUR foundation.
Every one of us is responsible for its growth and success. We need to make sure every Lion knows about
our foundation.
I challenge each of you to ask one Lion to make a gift to LCIF this year. We are our own biggest advocates!
Speak to your fellow Lions about what LCIF means to you and the impact it makes on millions of lives
around the world every year.
Sincerely,
Joe Preston
Chairperson, Lions Clubs International Foundation
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From the Desk of
Cabinet Secretary PDG Ann Haffner
Please share this with your Club Treasurer and
Board of Directors
Administrative and Project Funds
How are your club’s finances set up? Do you have two funds—an administrative fund and a project or
activities fund—as required by Lions Clubs International?
ADMINISTRATIVE FUNDS are used for the day to day operations of the club — printing and mailing
newsletters, stationery and postage for the president, secretary and treasurer, meals for guests, sending
delegates to conventions and district meetings, paying dues, etc.
Monies in this fund can be generated through dues collection, donations from club members, tail twisting,
and fundraising events such as a 50/50 raffle or silent or live auction held at club meetings. Raising funds
for the administrative funds can be fun and entertaining. Be creative!
The PROJECT OR ACTIVITIES FUND is for money received from the general public through fundraising
events and donations. This money can only be spent on service projects. It cannot be used for the general operation of a Lions club or for paying district, state, or international dues. Some Lions have the misconception that 10% of the net proceeds from a public fundraiser can be used for administrative expenses. That is not true!
It is permissible, but not necessary, for a club to have two separate bank accounts. All funds may be deposited in and drawn from one account as long as the club treasurer keeps accurate and separate records
for each fund.
Each club should have a current copy of the Standard Form, Lions Club Constitution and ByLaws. From the LCI website www.lionsclubs.org click on “Member Center,” then “Resources,” then
“Publications and Forms,” then “Legal,” and finally “Constitution—Lions Club Constitution and By-Laws
(Revised 7/15) (la2.pdf).” Each club was chartered by and is under the jurisdiction of The International Association of Lions Clubs and must abide by that Constitution and By-Laws, which states:
Article VIII – Board of Directors, Section 3, (g) “It shall not authorize, nor permit, the expenditure, for
any administrative purpose, of the net income of projects or activities of this club by which funds are
raised from the public.”
Section 3, (i) “It shall maintain at least two (2) separate funds governed by generally accepted accounting
practices. The first fund to record administrative monies such as dues, tail twisting fines and other internally raised club funds. A second fund shall be established to record activity or public funds raised by
asking support from the public. Disbursement from such funds shall be in strict compliance with Section
(g) of this article.”
If you or any of your club members have questions about the separation of club funds or any other matter,
please do not hesitate to contact me at (574) 457-3054 or ahaffner@kconline.com
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Lionism at Its Best in 25-G
Becoming a Great Lion
A Lion asked me the other day, “What does it take to be a Great Lion?” I laughed and asked him,
“Do you really want to know?” “Yes,” he said. I then spent the next half hour explaining it to him.
Ninety percent of people live day to day without thinking each day what they could do to make tomorrow better than today. And they approach Lionism in the same way.
They attend the meetings and they work the projects and pay their dues. They may even become
officers in the club or be in charge of one of the activities of the club. But they don’t do anything
that will make their club and the district stronger in the future.
His response was to ask if I could give him some examples of the development of great Lions and I
gave him the following examples.
Example #1
A great Lion looks for ways to improve the abilities of his or her club to expand or improve their
membership and service. The best example during the past two years has been the formation of
the Argos Leo Club.
A mention in a seminar at our district convention 2 years ago that forming a Leo club could be very
helpful for any Lions club was heard by over 20 Lions. Only one of them took the suggestion to
heart.
Lion Alan Earl and a dedicated group of Argos Lions took all the steps necessary to start a Leo club
and were rewarded by 39 participating teenagers.
It is 2 years later and they now have 60 members in their Leo club. In addition, a graduating senior
joined their Lions club as did one parent of a Leo member.
I had the pleasure of hearing Lion Alan and two other Lions working with the Argos Leo Club give a
program for the Lakeville Lions. Their willingness to share with other clubs the steps in forming a
Leo club and the benefits it brings to a Lions club is how Lionism can stay alive and continue. Efforts like this can lead to a bright future for Lionism.
Example #2
Over 20 years ago PID Jim Cameron wanted eyeglass collection boxes made of wood. The reason
was banks and upscale businesses didn’t like LCI’s cardboard containers because they were not
nice enough looking for their businesses. They also did not stay clean and looked shabby over
time.
PID Cameron had no money for the project, but we found a source of free plywood. The only remaining problem was getting them made.
Lion Dave Rogers volunteered to make them and produced beautiful boxes. Over the past 20 years
Lion Dave, Lion Ken Mohlke of District A (now deceased) and a few Lions in District F have made
over 3000 of these eyeglass collection boxes for Indiana Lions Clubs.
It is dedication of Lions like these two examples that will keep Lionism growing and improving its
service to humanity year after year.
PDG Charlie Haffner
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"Second Vice District Governor Tom Polk and
his wife Lion Kim of the LaFontain Lions Club helped
the Peru Lions Club at their tenderloin dinner. David Freshour of the Peru Club says, “Great help, can't thank
them enough."

Mishawaka Lions Club 57th Annual Fish Fry.
Pictured (left to right) Don Crawford Nick VanNevel
(the youngest, and one of our longest members working side-by-side).

The Syracuse Lions Club screened 3rd and
5th grade students at the Syracuse Elementary
School on October 19th. Dr. Rod Kaufman, an optometrist in Syracuse and a member of our Lions
Club. is pictured screening a student.

The Madison Twp. Lions Club recently made
a donation to the Bremen Food Bank. The donation was made with a portion of the proceeds of the
club’s recent Pork Chop Sale. This year, the club set
up a sales site in Bremen at Woodies Supermarket
parking lot in addition to their sales site at the Wyatt
Fire Station. Pictured left to right are Bremen Food
Bank volunteers Marge Shorter, Carol Heinke, Sue
Hickman, and Food Bank Director Marie Hartsell accepting the donation from the President of the Madison Township Lions Club Brian Schlarb
Dunlap Lion Marlyn Fast checks the near
vision of an eighth grader at the Metro Lions first
School Sight Screening.
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THE DUNLAP LIONS CLUB
Cordially invite you to our 60th Diamond
Jubilee Anniversary celebration at the Bent Oak
Golf Club, Elkhart, IN on Thursday, December
3rd from 6:00 p.m. til 9:00 p.m. Dinner will be
served at 6:30 p.m.
Please RSVP by, Wednesday, November 25th
(Please return your RSVP along with your choice of meal and your check to the
Dunlap Lions Club, c/o 23623 Ramble Wood Lane, Elkhart, In 46516)

Indicate Meal Choice: Crusted Chicken: $17.00 ___ Atlantic Salmon: $19.00 ___ 10 oz. Ribeye steak: $21.00 ___
All meals will come with: Tossed Green Salad, Green Beans with Almonds, Baked Potato and Warm Bread,
Anniversary Cake to Follow
Bent Oak GC is located at: 3610 Bent Oak Trail, Elkhart, IN 46517 www.bentoakgc.com
Names of Guests Attending:
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Women in Lions
The new Lions year is off to a roaring start! The Metro Lions (Baugo, Dunlap, and Elkhart) have combined for
years screening for Kid Sight starting with the Polaroid camera! We have now taken on the School Sight in
addition.
We have been very pleased with how this is working. We have been able to interest other Lions who were
not involved in the Kid Sight screenings. The biggest plus is we have enlisted friends to help with the screening. Most are interested in what Lions are doing and especially in this project.
So my advice is get out there. Work with other Lions clubs in your area for this valuable service. And don’t
forget to ask a friend to come along to see what we do and join in.
Lion JUDY WELLS

Nominations and Elections
The following positions will be up for election at our District Convention on March 12, 2016:
District Governor
First Vice District Governor
Second Vice District Governor
Trustees:
Indiana Lions Cancer Control Fund
Indiana Lions Speech & Hearing
Indiana Lions for Leader Dog

Indiana Lions Eye and Tissue Bank
Indiana Lions for the Indiana School for the Blind and Visually Impaired
Indiana Lions Foundation

A candidate seeking election to one of these positions must submit a letter of intention as well as a letter of endorsement from his or her club prior to the January 16, 2016, District Meeting to:
Lion Ann Kalman, Chairperson District Nominations and Elections
1414 Navajo Street, Elkhart, IN 46516
akalman2@frontier.com
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Welcome New Members
During the month of September, 3 clubs in our district added 5 new members. We welcome these new
Lions and commend their sponsors for inviting them to join the GREATEST SERVICE ORGANIZATION
IN THE WORLD. Sponsors, remember this is only the first step in your responsibility. Please be sure to
involve your new Lion in all club activities.
Denver community Lions Club
Member: Kitty Manuel
Member: Brandy Weaver

Dunlap Lions Club
Member: Jackie Kurley
Sponsor: Beth Krehn

Elkhart Lions Club
Member: Adam BawtinHeimer
Sponsor: Bruce Shreiner

Member: Joyce Minnich
Sponsor: Sharon Stacker

Completion of Service
Edward “Bud” Rieck passed away on September 24, 2015 at the age of 92. Lion Bud was a member of the
Baugo Township Lions Club and he had been a Lions Member for 50 years.
Robert E. Kline passed away on October 4, 2015 at the age of 85. Lion Robert was a lion for 23 years and
he was a member of the Mexico Lions Club

Save the Date
2016 Indiana Lions State Convention
April 29—May 1, 2016
“In the Heart of Amish Country”
Shipshewanna, Indinana
Hosted by the Lakeville Lions Club and Lions of District 25-G

With Honored Guest
INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENT DR. JUTSUHURO YAMADA
Check out our website: http://indianalionsconvention.org/
We’re on Facebook too: www.facebook.com/ILSC2016
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HONOR A LION FROM YOUR CLUB WITH A DISTINGUISHED LION NOMINATION
All nominees will be recognized at the Indiana State Convention noon luncheon with a framed certificate and
one of the nominees will be named as the Indiana Distinguished Lion.. To qualify nominees must be a Lions
Club member for at least 25 years. To mail: complete the following application. To apply on-line, click link.
https://indianalionsfoundationmd25.org/?page_id=42.

Application for
Indiana Distinguished Lion
Due by February 1, 2016
Mail to: Indiana Lions Foundation, Inc
5930 West 15th Street, Speedway, IN 46224-6506
Print or Type all Information
Nomination from:

Lions Club:
____________________
Sub-District Cabinet: ____________________
Council of Governors: ____________________

Recipient Information:
First
Middle
Last
Title: __________ Name: _______________ Name: __________ Name: _____________________
Home Address: ___________________________________________________________________
City: ____________________ State: _____ Zip: ____________Home Phone ________________
Lions Club(s): ____________________________________________________________________
Lion in Good Standing (Years): ______________________

His/her Lions Club:

His/her Sub-District:
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CENTENNIAL NOTES
The Indiana Lions are looking for a slogan for signs we can use in
our Multiple District. These will be used at our District Conventions,
Cabinet Meetings, etc.
The committee is asking Lions to submit their ideas for the slogan.
They should be no more that seven (7) words. Send them to me by
Nov. 28. The District winner will be chosen by District Governor Vic.
In December at their Christmas party the District Governors will
chose a winner for the state of Indiana. The overall winner will receive an all expense paid stay at the 2016 State Convention in Shipshewanna.
Prior to the International Convention in 2017, the committee would like to have "free" publicity anywhere we
can get it about the 100 years of Lionsism. This could be schools, public places or wherever you can put it
out. Clubs need to contact their communities for places to publicize this.
Also, I am looking for old Lions photos. If you have any please scan and email me — jeriseely@gmail.com
or jseely@the-papers.com. I want a display at the District Convention this year and an even bigger one at
the 2017 Convention.
For more information on the centennial visit www.lions100.org
PDG Jeri Seely
25-G Centennial Chair Person

Leader Dogs for the Blind
Kennel Update
We have reached the first goal of $7,500 for one kennel and donations keep coming in for the second one.
At this writing I have sent a total of $9,033 to Leader Dogs for the
Blind so we have a good start on our second kennel with promises of additional monies to come.
Since the last report the following have sent donations: RichValley, Bristol, Bremen, Larry Cunningham, Milford, Baugo Township, Zone III A, Paul Russell, Leesburg and Rochester.
When making a donation toward the kennels please make
checks payable to Leader Dogs for the Blind and send them to
me at P. O. Box 567, Milford, IN 46542.
PDG Jeri Seely
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DG Vic’s Club Visitation Schedule
Pierceton Lions Club
Lapaz Lions Club
New Paris Lions Club
2nd District Cabinet Meeting (Atwood)
Dunlap Lions Club
3rd District Cabinet Meeting
Madison Township Lions Club
Richvalley Lions Club
Bristol Lions Cllub
District 25-G Convention (Kroc Center, South Bend)
Greene Township Lions Club
Indiana State Convention @ Shipshewana
4th District Cabinet Meeting

November 11, 2015
November 12, 2015
November 16, 2015
November 21, 2015
December 3, 2015
January 16, 2016
February 9, 2016
February 11, 2016
March 1, 2016
March 11—March 14, 2016
March 24, 2016
April 28—May 1, 2016
May 14, 2016

Please schedule your District Governor visit as soon as possible so DG Vic can
plan his calendar. Call DG Vic at 574-514-3604.
DISTRICT OFFICERS
District Governor
Vic Fischer (Lion Diane)
26205 Quinn Rd.,
North Liberty, IN 46554
H 574-656-4235, C 574 514-3604
superduper826@aol.com

1st Vice District Governor
Peg Van Nevel (Lion Larry)
806 E. Broadway St..
Mishawaka, IN 46545
H 574-259-2466, C 574-220-2362
pitchinpeg@yahoo.com

2nd Vice District Governor
Thomas Polk (Lion Kimberly)
5378 E 975 S.
La Fontaine, IN 46940
H 765-981-2605, W 260-563-2240
tomkimpolk@embarqmail.com

Cabinet Secretary
PDG Ann Haffner (PDG Charlie)
11268 N. St. Rd. 13,
Syracuse, IN 46567
H 574-457-3054, C 574-457-6118

ahaffner@kconline.com

Cabinet Treasurer
Rose Russell (PDG Paul)
PO Box 31
Lakeville, IN 46536
H 574-784-9094, C 574-250-0125
rosewrussell@gmail.com
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