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Hello 25A Lions:  

Congratulations on our Increase in 
Membership! 
A Call to Sustain and Grow our Clubs  

I am thrilled that District 25A is currently a Plus 21 in membership!   
This is a testament to people doing the ‘Ask’ to add those new members, 
while also working to sustain existing membership numbers.   This 
involves both orientation of the new members plus keeping the current ones busy and active 
in your communities.     

New members bring fresh energy, ideas, and enthusiasm to our clubs.  Each individual who 
joins us enriches our community and strengthens our collective mission to serve and uplift 
those in need. We are proud of the diverse and dynamic group we have become and look 
forward to the incredible achievements we will accomplish together. 

However, with this surge in new memberships, it is crucial that we focus not just on 
welcoming our new members, but also ensuring all members feel valued.  The true success of 
our organization lies in our ability to retain and engage every member, old and new. 

To achieve this, I ask all our clubs to take proactive steps in nurturing and supporting our new 
members. Here are some suggestions to help us safeguard the dedication and participation of 
our recent joiners: 

• Mentorship Programs: Pair new members with experienced mentors who can guide 
them, answer their questions, and help them navigate their roles within the club. 

• Regular Communication: Keep new members informed about upcoming events, 
meetings, and opportunities for involvement through newsletters, emails, and social 
media. 

• Inclusive Activities: Plan events and activities that encourage interaction and 
collaboration among all members, fostering a sense of belonging and community. 

• Recognition and Appreciation: Acknowledge the contributions and achievements of 
new members to make them feel appreciated and motivated. 

• Feedback Channels: Create avenues for new members to share their experiences, 
suggestions, and concerns, ensuring their voices are heard and considered. 

District Governor:  Patty Cooke-Furlong 
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By implementing these strategies, we can build a supportive and inclusive environment where 
every member feels connected and committed to our shared goals.   

Go to our website Lionsclubs.org and search for Club Membership Chairperson for ideas on 
revitalizing your clubs with new members and re-motivating existing members.  If your club 
has no one at that position, then divide and conquer.  There is enough work for all in keeping 
your clubs strong. 

We need to keep doing whatever we have been doing to add new members, while also 
ensuring  that the existing members are happy in their service.   This is the only way we can 
grow and increase our capacity to serve our communities.    

Because that is what we do – We Serve! 

Thank you again for all you do! 

District Governor Patty Cooke-Furlong 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

District Governor:  Patty Cooke-Furlong 
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District 25A now has a single governing document!  Yea!  I want to thank the Constitution and 
By-Laws Committee – PDG Connie Roe, PDG Robin Smith and 2VDG Dave Dickinson for the 
many hours they spent compiling this document, constantly questioning each other – and LCI 
Legal – to ensure we have a Constitution and By-Laws that encompasses both LCI’s standard 
form LA-4 and and those specific to 25A.    

This was one of my goals for this year so I will check it as done!   

My other goal is to be positive in membership ( more new members than drops ) and to build 
one new club.   We have been positive most of this Lions Year.  In January we were a plus 23 – 
the best number of the 7 districts in Indiana.    But we can’t get complacent, we must all 
continue to the Ask! and find those new members.   The District Growth Team must also work 
to start that new club. 

Hear is a list of clubs who have added new members.  Thank you very much! 

         Club Positive in Membership 

Bass Lake 4 
Indiana Harbor East Chicago 3 
Hamlet 1 
Hebron 5 
Koontz Lake  4 
Kouts 2 
La Crosse 2 
Lowell 5 
Monterey 2 
Munster 4 
Ogden Dunes 3 
Portage 2 
Star City 1 
Westville  4 

 

And my unlisted goal is to see many of you at the District Convention at Fair Oaks Farm 
on March 8th!   ID Steven Middlemiss from New Hampshire will be our guest.  Come give 
him a big Hoosier Welcome! 

 

District Governor Patty Cooke-Furlong 2024-2025 Goals 
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1st Vice District Governor Jim Furlong 

Jimfurl179@aol.com 

630-699-4278 
 
Ah, it sounds like you're thinking why one might choose to become a member of the Lions 
Clubs International. Perhaps you’re thinking about asking that friend or neighbor to join you for 
a meeting or Lions event and you need a little “elevator” speech.  Well, being a Lion is about 
embracing a commitment to community service, camaraderie, and making a positive impact 
in the world. Here are a few compelling reasons why people join Lions Clubs: 
 
1. Passion for Service 
Lions Clubs International is renowned for its dedication to service. Members, known as Lions, 
are motivated by a genuine desire to help others and improve their communities. From 
organizing local food drives to participating in global health initiatives, being a Lion offers 
numerous opportunities to make a difference. 
 
 2. Community and Fellowship 
Joining a Lions Club means becoming part of a global family. The sense of fellowship and 
camaraderie among members is a cornerstone of the organization. Lions share a common 
goal of service and often form lasting friendships through their shared experiences. 
 
 3. Personal and Professional Growth 
Lions Clubs provide a platform for personal and professional development. Members have the 
chance to take on leadership roles, participate in training programs, and develop skills such 
as public speaking, project management, and event planning. 
 
 4. Global Impact 
As a member of Lions Clubs International, you become part of a global network of volunteers. 
Lions clubs work together to address pressing issues such as vision care, disaster relief, 
environmental sustainability, and youth empowerment. The collective efforts of Lions 
worldwide contribute to significant, positive change. 
 
 5. A Legacy of Service 
Lions Clubs International has a rich history of service dating back to 1917. By becoming a 
Lion, you join a legacy of individuals who have dedicated themselves to serving humanity and 
making the world a better place. 

1st Vice District Governor Jim Furlong 

mailto:Jimfurl179@aol.com
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 6. Inspiring Future Generations 
Being a Lion provides an opportunity to inspire and mentor the next generation of leaders. 
Through programs like the Leo Club, Lions can engage and empower young people to take an 
active role in their communities. 
 
In summary, being a Lion is about embracing a commitment to service, building strong 
community bonds, and contributing to a better world. It's a journey of personal fulfillment and 
a chance to leave a lasting impact. 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1st Vice District Governor Jim Furlong 
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An update from LCIF regarding the Wildfires in California:    January 2025 

Dear LCIF Leadership, 
I am writing to provide an update on the ongoing disaster relief efforts across California in response to 
recent wildfires. Attached is the latest Situation Report from Los Angeles County for your reference. 
Below is a summary of key developments and actions being taken: 
1. Disaster Relief Grants 

• District 4-L3: Successfully granted a Disaster Relief Grant. 

• District 4-L2: Submitted their signed request for an LCIF Disaster Relief Grant. 

• District 4-A3: Previously received a Disaster Relief Grant and is consulting with LCIF staff on 
next steps. 

o District 4-A3 is in recovery from a wildfire, though another fire erupted last week. This 
fire was contained as of January 11, 2025. 

o The district remains under a Red Flag Warning from the National Weather Service. 

2. Coordinated Statewide Efforts 

• On January 12, 2025, MD-4 Council Chair convened a meeting with the full council, including 
Governors, 1st Vice District Governors (1VDGs), and 2nd Vice District Governors (2VDGs) from 
all 14 California Districts. 

o The council agreed to activate a statewide disaster command and control team to 
oversee relief efforts. 

o Each district is developing specific plans to support Districts 4-L2 and 4-L3 while 
remaining prepared for future impacts. 

3. Resource Deployment 

• Skilled Lions from previous wildfire responses are being mobilized to assist impacted districts. 

• Equipment acquired through the LCIF Preparedness Grant, including disaster trailers (photo 
attached), is being deployed to affected areas. 

• Lions are leveraging partnerships with key disaster response organizations, such as the Red 
Cross and other agencies, to strengthen efforts. 

4. Fundraising and Community Contributions 
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• All districts have initiated LCIF fundraising efforts to support disaster relief operations. 

• Donations of physical goods from community members are being coordinated to supplement 
LCIF grants. 

• Lions throughout California are focused on both fundraising and delivering direct service, 
recognizing the long-term nature of this recovery process. 

5. Current Challenges 

• Due to continuous fire activity and changing winds, the exact count of destroyed or damaged 
properties remains uncertain. 

• Residents are currently unable to return to their homes, with limited reentry expected by 
Thursday, January 16, 2025. 

Next Steps 

• Districts will continue to report progress on their relief and preparedness efforts. 

• The statewide disaster command and control team will oversee coordination and provide 
ongoing updates. 

• LCIF’s continued support and guidance will be critical as we navigate the complexities of this 
recovery effort. 

Thank you for your emails of interest and your support for MD 4 with California wildfire relief. I just 
wanted to let you know that IP Fabricio and LCIF Chairperson Dr. Patti Hill awarded a Major 
Catastrophe grant for $100,000 for Multiple District 4 earlier this week.  The official award email was 
just sent to the Lions of MD 4. We have received no further updates yet as it is very early in the process 
of determining exactly what needs are at this point. 

LCIF Coordinators are selling “I Love LCIF” pins they are $10.00 each. Also, the ongoing fundraiser we 
are having is selling $10.00 Squares on a Board similar, to a Super Bowl Board. The winner will receive 
a donation to LCIF in their name towards a Melvin Jones Fellowship.  

For more information, please reach out to your District 25A Coordinators: 

            PDG Randy Greer     PDG Nick Gonzalez 
 219-728-8432      219-588-4893 
lionrandy@yahoo.com     Nsg1917@yahoo.com 

 

 

mailto:lionrandy@yahoo.com
mailto:Nsg1917@yahoo.com
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FROM THE DESK OF LION CAROLYN LAVIOLETTE, 

CHAIRPERSON NOMINATIONS & ELECTIONS COMMITTEE 
 

Just a reminder that those of you that are interested in running for an office or re-election to your 
present position: your signed Letter of Intent must be received by me no later than FEBRUARY 5TH. 
(Those of you who are not sure if you are up for re-election, please refer to your 2024-2025 District 
25A Directory) The Letter of Intent must state your wish to run, stating that you are in good standing 
with your Club which also is in good standing (owing $0.00). 
 
For those interested in the top three District offices, you must accompany the signed Letter of Intent 
with a letter from your Club stating their endorsement of you.  IF THIS IS THE CASE, CALL ME 
IMMEDIATELY AS THERE IS A CHECKLIST THAT YOU MUST COMPLETE & RETURN, ALSO BY 
FEBRUARY 5TH. 
 
These documents may be returned to me with contact information as follows: 
 
Email: lioncarolynlaviolette@outlook.com 
Text: 1-219-741-2340 
 
If you have any questions, call me. (c 1-219-741-2340) 
 
Yours in Lionism, 
Carolyn Laviolette, Chair 
Nomination & Election Committee 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Elections 25-A 2025 

mailto:lioncarolynlaviolette@outlook.com
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Conferences and Conventions 2025 
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Conferences and Conventions 2025 
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Click on Convention at www.lionsclubs.org for more information and to register. 

Early Bird Pricing of $190 Ends on March 1st !!! 

Come join your fellow Hoosier Lions and march in the Parade of Nations! 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Conventions 2025 

 

DON’T FORGET TO SCHEDULE YOUR OFFICIAL VISIT 
WITH GOVERNOR PATTY FURLONG-COOKE. 

GOVERNOR PATTY’S CALENDAR IS ON PAGE 25 

http://www.lionsclubs.org/
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Your District Needs Your Skills, Expertise & Enthusiasm to Grow! 

 

As a Multiple District Leader or District Leader, your clubs look to you for guidance on how to 
grow and enhance their ability to serve their communities. The challenge? Many of us may not feel 
fully equipped with the tools or knowledge to answer this call. 

That’s where the upcoming Growth Workshops come in! 

This 3-part workshop series is designed to empower District Leadership with the skills to: 
✅ Start new clubs 
✅ Grow membership in existing clubs 
✅ Foster a culture of growth focused on service, fun, and inclusivity 

Imagine clubs where every Lion is motivated to invite new members and expand our collective 
impact. By growing our membership and adding new clubs, we can amplify our ability to serve and 
transform even more communities. 

These workshops are not exclusive to the District GAT Teams.  It is open to anyone in your 
district who wants to make a difference and contribute to its growth. Spread the word, encourage 
and ask district members who are proud of the Lions' mission to get involved. Let’s ensure that the 
great work Lions do continues to grow in every corner of your district. 

I have seen firsthand the powerful difference thriving Lions Clubs make—not only through the 
service they provide but also through the opportunities they create for individuals to make a 
meaningful impact. Now, it’s your turn to learn how to help your clubs realize their growth 
potential and strengthen their communities. 

 

📅 Growth Workshop Details: 
Group/Contacts: GAT Area E (SD1, MD 11, 1, 25 & 43) Area Leader PID Bob 
Block: lionbobblock@gmail.com Vice Area Leader PDG Ron Riebschleger ronrieb@gmail.com 

       

 

 

 District Growth Workshop 

mailto:lionbobblock@gmail.com
mailto:ronrieb@gmail.com
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   Dates/Time: 

Thursdays 7:00 PM Central: 

Session 1 - 1/16 
Session 2 - 1/30 
Session 3 - 2/13 

Registration: 
 

Link: https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYqdeGgqzIiGt38e8Ls
eSE-gDRlhP1l7GKa   
 
 - REGISTER NOW!! 
 

🦁 Join us and bring fellow Lions who share the passion for growing our Association! 

Together, we can reach new heights of service. 
Make a great day!! 
 
 

 Lion Brian Sheehan 
 

22-23 LionsInternational President Lion Brian 

 

Membership Committee LionsUSA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 District Growth Workshop  District Growth Workshop  District Growth Workshop 

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYqdeGgqzIiGt38e8LseSE-gDRlhP1l7GKa
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYqdeGgqzIiGt38e8LseSE-gDRlhP1l7GKa
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Special Supplies for Special Schemes 
 
       Teachers are constantly seeking to implement ideas they feel would appeal to their 
students, and teachers at Riley, Kingsbury and Kingsford Heights Elementary are for sure 
on that wave link in a big way and at a non stop pace. However, as the school year winds 
down, so does the budgeted funds for such inspirational projects. Members of Door Village 
Lions, having been made aware of these universal circumstances and have stepped up 
over the last ten or more years to boost the exhausted budgets by, (in the first several years, 
donating cash), and currently, (in the past four or five years), donating specific supplies for 
specific projects teachers at all three schools are planning to do for their students. Hence, 
former teacher Lion Cindy Fischer, a committee of one, calls each school and asks what 
teachers are planning in the near future and makes sure she purchases the item needed for 
them and then calls again to coordinate the delivery of the several boxes to each school. 
She also asks club members to join her and to carry some of the boxes in to the schools, 
and that is what happened just a few days ago when Lions Dennis Fischer, Bonnie Olson, 
Gene Flickinger and George Morley showed up first at Riley Elementary where Principal 
Mrs. Doty Kristen and Secretary Amanda Doepke met them and accepted several boxes of 
items requested by teachers of classes PreK through 4th grade.  Immediately after leaving 
Riley members met at Kingsbury Elementary and met with Principal Mrs. Liz Wiesemann 
and Secretary Mrs. Dawn Sprouse and 4th grade teacher Mrs. Laura Fritzen and repeated 
delivery boxes of items requested by teachers. The third stop for members was at Kingsford 
Heights Elementary, meeting up with Principal Mrs. Amy Kosier and Secretary Mrs. Peggy 
Irvin. Secretaries at all three schools were very good about coordinating all the intricacies 
of the project and even took the pictures and delivered the thanks expressed by the 
teachers using the items. 
Club members conduct Candy Day Sales at the La Porte Post Office twice a year with the 
proceeds going to the Salvation Army Food Bank from the Spring Candy Day sales, and 
proceeds from the Fall Sales going to the three above-named schools. And it’s been a joy 
for members to help in this way year after year. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

News Around the District--Door Village Lions 
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Riley 
Elementary 

                Left to right: Lions George Morley, Dennis Fischer Cindy Fischer, Bonnie  Olson and Gene Flickinger 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kingsbury 
Elementary 

Front row: Mrs. Liz Wiesemann and Mrs. Laura Fritzen 
Back row: Lions Dennis Fischer, Cindy Fischer, Gene Flickinger, Bonnie Olson and George Morley 

News Around the District--Door Village Lions 
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Kingsford Heights Elementary 
 

Left to right : Lions Dennis Fischer, Cindy Fischer, Bonnie Olson, Gene Flickinger and George Morley.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

News Around the District--Door Village Lions 
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News Around the District--LOFS Lions 
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Lions, 

 
You all are invited to a three-session workshop on Growing Lions. This  workshop is presented 
by Lions USA  as an aid for the support to help us achieve the goals of Mission 1.5.  
 
Please distribute among the Lions in your clubs. All are invited to attend. As of this date, 75 
Lions have registered for it. This email is being sent to more than 350 Lions in our areas that 
included UP, Michigan, Indiana, Kentucky and Illinois. 
 
Hope to see you there! Happy Holidays.... 
PID Bob Block 
 
 
Robert "Bob" Block 
International Director (2019-22) 
(219) 671-0287 
GAT CA-1 Area E Leader 
"Make Your Mark" 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Workshop by Lions USA—Mission 1.5 

https://apis.mail.aol.com/ws/v3/mailboxes/@.id==VjN-RrrEl1o1WbibUrZcP-A0YoUnkmlX3VaUXJubhiMxl6owyClinNiy3NtXlO-0Ocy2pXSQPIt7834jXjyRXCwNNg/messages/@.id==AH9xibFUW2RqZ1xWXgtWWPHAagI/content/parts/@.id==2/refresh?appid=AolMailNorrin&ymreqid=d41d8cd9-8f00-b204-1c80-4b000701f500
https://apis.mail.aol.com/ws/v3/mailboxes/@.id==VjN-RrrEl1o1WbibUrZcP-A0YoUnkmlX3VaUXJubhiMxl6owyClinNiy3NtXlO-0Ocy2pXSQPIt7834jXjyRXCwNNg/messages/@.id==AH9xibFUW2RqZ1xWXgtWWPHAagI/content/parts/@.id==2/refresh?appid=AolMailNorrin&ymreqid=d41d8cd9-8f00-b204-1c80-4b000701f500
https://apis.mail.aol.com/ws/v3/mailboxes/@.id==VjN-RrrEl1o1WbibUrZcP-A0YoUnkmlX3VaUXJubhiMxl6owyClinNiy3NtXlO-0Ocy2pXSQPIt7834jXjyRXCwNNg/messages/@.id==AH9xibFUW2RqZ1xWXgtWWPHAagI/content/parts/@.id==2/refresh?appid=AolMailNorrin&ymreqid=d41d8cd9-8f00-b204-1c80-4b000701f500
https://apis.mail.aol.com/ws/v3/mailboxes/@.id==VjN-RrrEl1o1WbibUrZcP-A0YoUnkmlX3VaUXJubhiMxl6owyClinNiy3NtXlO-0Ocy2pXSQPIt7834jXjyRXCwNNg/messages/@.id==AH9xibFUW2RqZ1xWXgtWWPHAagI/content/parts/@.id==2/refresh?appid=AolMailNorrin&ymreqid=d41d8cd9-8f00-b204-1c80-4b000701f500
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News Around the District—MD-25 Lions Pin Design Contest 
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District Membership—Welcome New Members! 

 
Bass Lake   Donnie L. Smith  Gloria Ballard 

    John McGrath   Krystel McGrath 

    Harper D. Smith  Gloria Ballard 

Crown Point   Laura Clemons  Carla Smolek 

    Erika Wagner   Carla Smolek 

    Kate Lodovisi   Louise Moore 

Munster   Kristen Smith   Robert Mangus 

Star City   Alan S Mitchel  Dave Newman 

 

Great Job 25A Lions on adding new Lions to help serve your communities! 

 

 

In Memoriam 
 
Joseph Beckman                Crown Point        12/31/2024 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Membership 
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Governor Patty Cooke-Furlong’s Calendar 


