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Lions of 25D,  
 

As I shared in July, my theme for this year is:  What is a 
Lion?   Lions are many things and my newsletter 
articles and club visits will highlight some of the many 
answers.  My hope is that when you are asked that 
question, you will be armed with your answer and ready 
to share the great things that Lions are.  
 

This month, the answer is:  Someone enjoying the fel-
lowship of other Lions.  As I  have shared during 
my official visits, there are many ways that we can indi-
vidually provide service to any number of worthy caus-
es, but we have joined the Lions Club because we enjoy 
the company of our fellow Lions and are able to accom-
plish so much more together than we can on our own.  The U.S. Surgeon General 
has issued an advisory on the epidemic of loneliness and his solution is to 
“prioritize building social connection…our relationships are a source of healing and 
well-being…that can help us live healthier, more fulfilled and more productive 
lives.”  Coming together with other Lions improves our personal health as well as 
the health of our community.   
 

We have a number of great opportunities to enjoy the fellowship of Lions in 25D 
over the next several months, and I encourage you to mark your calendars: 

 Midwinter Conference, Jan 19-20, Crowne Plaza, Indianapolis Airport 
 Muncie Lions Club Charter Party, Jan 27, details to come 
 District 25D Cabinet Meeting, noon, Feb 3, Russiaville Lions Club   
 District 25D Convention, 9 – 3:00, Mar 2, Forest Park Inn, Noblesville 
 MD25 IN Lions State Convention, Apr 26-28, Embassy Suites Noblesville 

 

International President Dr. Patti Hill is sponsoring an initiative to further her theme 
of Changing the World.  Districts that host an event promoting peace and under-
standing who also increase membership and LCIF giving are eligible for a special 
award.  A group in Noblesville has been sponsoring Community Conversations, 
which encourage peace and understanding, and I have asked them to bring their 
"More Curious, Less Furious" discussion to our February cabinet meeting.  
 

Be on the look out for registration forms in this and future newsletters and come 
have some FUN and fellowship with other Lions.  
 

November and December are slowing down in terms of visits.  We had two train-
ings on the Global Membership Approach in Russiaville and Marion and a video of 
the training will be posted soon on the district website. Thank you to my hosts in 
Dunkirk, Saratoga, and Winchester for great visits.  I look forward to my official 
visit to Gaston in December as well as holiday parties with Russiaville and Van Bu-
ren.  I have visited 22 of the soon-to-be 35 clubs in the district and have most of 
the others scheduled, but please let me know when you are having your fundrais-
ers and other events so we can come enjoy more fellowship with you. 
 

Thank you for offering fellowship with other Lions this holiday season as we con-
tinue serving a world in need.  
 
 

Yours in Lionism, 
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The 2023-24 Indiana Lions Council of Governors is seeking applica-
tions for the position of State Administrative Secretary. The State Ad-
ministrative Secretary serves as the state council secretary, MD 25 
Convention secretary and is responsible for making reports on behalf 
of MD25 to Lions International.  A well qualified candidate is a Lion in 
good standing with leadership skills and supervisory or nonprofit 

management experience. The position is part-time exempt and is based at the state 
office building in Indianapolis.  A full list of duties can be found in the policy manual 
linked at www.e-district.org/sites/md25/  starting on page 15.  

Interested applicants should contact Council Chair Bob Hrdy at (765)426-9037 
or lionbobhrdy25c@gmail.com and submit their resume and letter of interest. 

 
 

Message from First Vice District Governor Rocky 
Merry Christmas Fellow Lions 

 

With Thanksgiving over and Christmas on our doorstep, I know our 
Lions are busy.  Food Baskets are being made up for those in need, 
bell ringing at many different locations and the giving spirit is once 
again upon us again. I am happy to say that my Lions Club in Green-
town is once again providing food baskets for many families as they 
have done for many years.  I can wait to see the faces of the people 
receiving the baskets and some are truly surprised with all they re-
ceive. 
 

This is what Lion’s do “We Serve!“ 
 

The giving spirit throughout this time of year always brings out the best in people, and 
also the best in our Lions Organization. I feel privileged and honored to serve with each 
and every one of you and I remind myself daily that we all can do more.  I just don’t 
know what…   Please send in pictures to Christine Woodward of all the projects over 
this next month. (woodward1999@sbcglobal.net) 
 

I think everyone will be surprised as how much Lions do in their community. 
 

Greentown Lions put on one heck of a Christmas display, Come on Dec. 23rd and see if 
you can find me.  I’ll be all dressed up… 
 

Merry Christmas to all.  Enjoy Family and Friends 
Drive Safe during this Holiday ! 

 1VDG Rocky 
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Hello Fellow Lions  -    

I hope everyone had a great Thanksgiving Holiday and en-
joyed time with your family and friends and hopefully you did-
n’t eat too much. 
 

Well, it’s hard to believe it’s December already.  Wow, it’s go-
ing to be a busy month for all of us with Christmas coming 
and meetings we’ve got scheduled this month.  I’ve been on 
the go with our District Governor, attending meetings at our 
Lions Club In Saratoga and Winchester and both visits were 
fabulous. 
 

I want to remind everyone to not forget to ask around to your friends or neighbors 
or whoever about becoming a Lion, joining a fabulous club and getting involved in 
the community.  We all know there is someone out there, wanting to become a Li-
on.  So let’s start getting a new member and then make sure you mentor them so 
they know what Lions do and explain things to them make them feel important and 
valued. 
 

I want to wish you all a Merry Christmas and be safe while traveling.  Continue to 
keep PCC Scott Smith in your prayers as they are helping as he is getting strong-
er and recovering much faster with our prayers . 
 

Respectfully yours,  

2VDG Jim Dubeansky   

Message from Second Vice District Governor Jim 
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Greetings to all Lions of 25-D!   
 
I hope everyone is doing well. 
   
One thing that constantly amazes me is the number 
of people I meet who have either never heard of Li-
ons or have a vague idea of what we do (To be fair, I 
was one of these people for many years!). We even 
have a new member in our club who did not think 
women could be Lions and is thrilled they can be and 
she now is!  Unlike most months where I wander 
around with a lot of backstory, I will get straight to the point and an-
nounce: 
 

 
 

How do you play this game?  And how do you win? The rules are very 
simple. Every club that sets a date for a Lions Information Event, pro-
motes the event, and holds it between now and January 31st is a winner!  
 
Each winning club will receive an award in recognition of their win. 
 
A club can do this on their own or come together with another club or 
maybe several in their Zone and put on a bigger event.  Proof of winning 
this game will be a photo taken at the event and, if there is one, a copy of 
a promotional item used (i.e. newspaper article, a Facebook post, a sky 
writer, etc).  And that is not all. If every Club in the District takes part in 
a Lions Information Event, there will be a District-wide prize which is so 
secret, even I don’t know what it will be! 
 
Good luck and happy gaming and as always, thank you for all you do as 
a Lion.   
 

Lion Jeff Kozicki 
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GMT/GET—Global Membership Team and Global Extension Team 
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New Members 
 

   Anderson—Noon  Carmel   
   Timothy Albrecht  Chris Miller   
        Jen Miller 
 

   Selma    Westfield   
   Frank Chandler   Stephen Hall 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

In Memory of  These Lions 
 

Our thoughts and prayers are with  
all Lions who have concluded their service 

and their friends and families  
during this holiday season. 
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December 2023 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 
Council Meeting 
at State Office 

3 4 
Russiaville 
Christmas 
Dinner 

5 6 7 
Van Buren 
Christmas 
Dinner 

8 9 

10 11 12 
Gaston Official 
Visit 

13 14 15 16 
Greentown 
Christmas Lights 
Donation Station 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31       
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Starting on Page 27 you will find  

more information on the 

2024 Mid Winter Conference 

and the Registration Form 
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Region Zone Chair Email Home Club 

1 A Frank Faulkner frfaulkner2@comcast.net Russiaville 

1 B Jeff Larrison jefflarrison46033@gmail.com Westfield 

2 A Mike Careins mcareins@ymail.com Upland 

2 B Jeanie Stiers jeasts@comcast.com Anderson Noon 

3 A Linda Janney ljanney1952@gmail.com Albany 

3 B Jeffry Manning mail@msiwix.com Saratoga 

25-D Zone Chairs  

Clubs with December Anniversaries 

 Russiaville Lions Club 1945  78 years 
 Sharpsville Lions Club 1945  78 years 
 Fairmount Lions Club 1946  77 years 
 Saratoga Lions Club  1950  73 years 
 Fowlerton Lions Club 1966  57 years 



 9 

What is a Lion! 

Page 

December 2023 

Information and Technology Article for District 25D 
 
What is Artificial Intelligence? 
 

No, it’s not how you should describe your know-it-all brother-in-law after spending four 
hours with him on Thanksgiving (then again, maybe it is).  Then what exactly is Artificial 
Intelligence (aka A.I. or AI) as used in the technology world?  
 

Britannica.com defines A.I. as “the ability of a digital computer or computer-controlled 
robot to perform tasks commonly associated with intelligent beings.” – meaning humans. 
 

AI is evolving daily, so the scope and application of AI is going to change, grow, and in-
crease in our daily lives.  AI will be used to design cars, write code, create art, write text, 
and make decisions for us.  So as not to get too deep here, let’s jump to a fun part of AI.   
 

The AI that creates and learns based upon your input is called Generative AI (aka 
GenAI).  I recently played with a GenAI site (https://stablediffusionweb.com) that will cre-
ate “photographs” for you.  I asked it to create all kinds of pictures based on my crazy 
input like, “babies wearing diapers sword fighting,” and “angry old women racing bicy-
cles,” and “black ducks carrying an umbrella wearing golashes on a sunny day.”  It pro-
duced some pretty interesting results. 
 

The most interesting was when I asked for “Lions eating dinner showing proper eti-
quette.”  Below is what it produced and what it produced shows a major flaw with 
GenAI.  See if you can spot it before reading on. 

 

GenAI creates based on what it 
knows and later on what it has 
learned.  In this case, it took pic-
tures it knew and tried to merge 
them.   
 

Here’s the flaw: One lion has hu-
man arms.  Pretty freaky. 
 

Until you know for sure, don’t trust 
AI output without verifying accura-
cy.  Ensure you’re using reputable 
sources.  And be aware of its limita-
tions.  This arena is still being devel-
oped. 
 

Otherwise, have fun! 

PDG Dan Wilcox 
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Musical Notes—Lion George Smith 
 
“What is your musical influence?”  
 
We cannot assume that there will be pianos and organs in our 
clubhouses or churches tomorrow. Already the mindset of the 
younger generation is changing the arts in our music programs. 
There is so much richness and meaning in our older hymns, the 
ones that touched us.  
 
Is there a need in your community to help a child to learn to 
play the piano and/or organ? Perhaps you could provide an en-
couraging word and help with funding the lessons.  We cannot 

assume that parents and community members will understand the complex nature of mu-
sic making, the mental discipline needed to play, the emotional enrichment and other 
benefits that music provides in all of life’s experiences. 
 
There is a real need to encourage musicians. Music too often is taken for granted and 
even not appreciated by the laity. How often do we chatter during the prelude when the 
organist and pianist have worked so diligently to prepare the music?  Do you think to 
compliment them before you leave? 
 
When was the last time you heard an inspiring message via the piano or organ? I heard 
one recently walking into a meeting not far from our hometown. The thrilling sounds of a 
traditional hymn sounding forth from the majestic ranks of a great pipe organ.  
 
In addition to the influences of people we know, there must be a motivated desire within 
to make music.  True, there are so many distractions today that were not there when I 
was a child. But on the other hand, there have always been distractions of some sort.  I 
was very fortunate to have parents (who were married 53 years) and took time to under-
stand my talent that needed nurturing from the beginning of time. I am very fortunate to 
have a wife (we’ve been married for over 67 years) who for the most part, lets me and 
helps me fulfill my destiny of being a musician, teacher, performer and works beside me 
helping to build our music business for the past 57 years along with two of our sons. 
 
Music is a gift to be cherished and to be passed on.  Leave a legacy of music. The more 
you love music, the more music loves you.  How about you, fellow Lion?  Will you be a 
participant and/or helper in music?  “ - Unperformed music is like a cake in the oven—not 
fully baked.” - Issac Stern  
 
THOUGHT:  Find a Barbershop group and book them for your next dinner event.  They 
are out there. Could be lurking in your own Lions Club! Waiting to Roar. 
 
Until the next news letter I say, “Bite-Em and Roar Lions, Roar, by George!" 
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 Indiana Lions Founda on Seeking Nomina ons for the  
Dis nguished Hoosier Lion Award  

 

The Indiana Lions FoundaƟon annually selects one deserving Hoosier Li-
on  to  receive  the  Indiana DisƟnguished  Lion Award. The award  is pre-
sented at  the Saturday  luncheon of  the  Indiana  Lions ConvenƟon. The 
winner is selected from among nominees submiƩed by individual clubs, 
the district cabinet with the approval of the siƫng District Governor, or 
the Council of Governors with the approval of the Council Chair. Nomi-
nees must be a member of a club  in MulƟple District 25 that  is  in good 
standing and must have a minimum of twenty-five years of service as a 
Lion. Each nominee for this award will receive a recogniƟon plaque that 
will be presented  in person at the Saturday state convenƟon  luncheon. 
Clubs are encouraged  to use  this mechanism  to  recognize  long-service 
Lions who have served  their clubs and  their communiƟes  in exemplary 
ways. It is not required that nominees have had any involvement in hold-
ing district or state offices;  rather each club will determine  the criteria 
with which  they wish  to  recognize a member  from  their club. Nomina-
Ɵons are  limited to one Lion per club and to five nominees  in each dis-
trict. ApplicaƟons may be submiƩed by accessing the following weblink. 
The entry deadline is January 31, 2024.  
 
 
hƩps://indianalionsfoundaƟonmd25.org/what-we-do/indiana-disƟnguished-lion-award/indiana-
disƟnguished-lion-award-form/  
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What is  

? 

We’re on a mission to grow. 
 

MISSION 1.5 is the drive to reach 1.5 
million members worldwide, so we can 
better meet the growing needs of our 

communities and serve more people than 
every before. 

 

How can you help? 
 

Membership Growth 
Membership Retention 

New Club Development 
 

See Awards: 
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Around Our District 

We need your help.  Share what you and your Club has been doing.  

Snap a picture and email it to woodward1999@sbcglobal.net with a 
description of the event and who is in the picture.  If it is received on 

or before the 25th of the 
month, it will appear in the 

next newsletter.  If after 
the 25th, it will automati-

cally be included in the fol-
lowing newsletter. 

Share what your Club has been doing! 

Anderson-Noon Lions Club 

Two  Lions  from  the  Anderson—Noon  Lions  Club  recently  received 
plaques naming  them as W.P. Woods Fellows. The  two are Past Presi-
dent Lion George Smith and President and Zone Chairman Lion Jeanie 
SƟers. PDG Steven Holtzleiter presented the fellowships.   
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The Carmel Lions Club has started ringing the bell for the Salvation 

Army.  Lions will be there every day—Monday through Saturday, 10am 
to 8pm.  The bonus—it is INDOORS!!  If you are interested in partici-

pating,  contact the Carmel Lions at carmellionsclub@gmail.com.   

Carmel Lions Club 

Koorsen Fire & Security’s Kasey Program visited the Carmel Lions Club.   
The program founder and professional firefighter, Jeff Owens brought 
his black labs both known as Kasey 
when they are demonstrating fire safe-
ty tips.  They travel the country, edu-
cating over 9 million kids since 1995.  
Their safety tips have saved more than 
20 lives from fires. 
 
Jeff gets a new dog every 5 years, al-
ways a female black lab and her name 
always starts with a ‘K’. 

Carmel Lions Club 
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Noblesville, Carmel, and Westfield Lions Assist Gleaners 

  
On Nov 16th Gleaners Mobile Pantry was supported by Lions from Noblesville 
(NLC), Carmel (CLC), and Westfield (WLC). Food was passed out at the H.C. Fair-
grounds to those in need, as has been on a monthly basis. 
  
Photo 1: (Front Row) Lions Lane Sims (CLC), Mark Bachar (NLC), Bob Yunker 
(CLC), Bill Ryan (CLC), Matt Best (CLC), Paul Cardinal (CLC) 
(Back Row) Lions Jeff Schneider (WLC), Hayden Parsons (NLC), George Long 
(NLC), Joe Connerley (NLC), Jeff Kozicki (NLC), Jerry Baker (NLC), Ron William-
son (NLC), Ed Shea (NLC) 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo 2: Lions setting up a serving line 
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Noblesville Lions Thank Veterans 
  
On Wednesday evening, the Noblesville Lions members invited Veterans 
they knew to a Thanksgiving dinner at Ginger’s Café. Eight visiting Veterans 
were able to attend. 
  
Photo (Lions): Eight visiting Veterans along with the Lion Member Vets 

Noblesville Lions Club 
Noblesville Lion’s Leo Club Create Backpacks for the Homeless 

  
This past week, the Lion Leo Club at NHS put together 62 back packs to be 
distributed to the homeless in the greater Indianapolis area. The back packs 
included, water, warm clothing, food, socks, hand warmers, coloring books, 
crayons, markers, lotions, toiletries, and notebooks. This has been a yearly 
event for the NHS Leo Club. Lion John Smith is a NHS teacher and the advi-
sor to the Leo Club. 
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Russiaville Lions Club 

Noblesville Lions Club 

President Cara Jean has been busy.  She completed and shared the Rus-
siaville Lions Club member’s summary that contained history of the 
Russiaville Lions Club and a schedule of upcoming events.  Lion Frank 
Faulkner was able to find an account of how their Clubhouse was built 
over 60 years ago. 
 
Russiaville Lions Megan, Reba 
and President Cara Jean are 
the Class of 2023 “Pie 
Queens of Russiaville” 

 
Noblesville Lions Conduct Eye Testing at Pebble Brook Academy 

  
On Thursday, Nov 16th, the Noblesville Lions conducted their Kid Sight eye 
testing at Pebble Book Academy. 30 students were tested. Any unsatisfacto-
ry results are passed 
to the school admin-
istration, then given 
to the parents. 
  
Photo: Lions Dale 
Unger – Chairman; 
Dave Marsh; and Ste-
ve Shaw 
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Russiaville Lions Club 
We Russiaville  Lions held a  special  celebraƟon with  the business owners of  four 
legacy Russiaville businesses which we Lions have  idenƟfied as “The Pride of Rus-
siaville” businesses. 

 
MarƟn Brothers TV & Appliances 

Mr. Bill MarƟn   
MarƟn’s Pro Hardware 
Max and Anita MarƟn 
 

 
Stout & Son’s, Russiaville 

Marty & Bev, Jeff, Courtney & Jake Stout 
 
Waddell’s IGA Grocery 
Jon & Julie Newlin 
 
 

 

The parents and uncles of these business owners were among 
the  charter members of  the Russiaville  Lions Club.   The Rus-
siaville  Lions  club was  chartered  on  December  28th,  1945.  – 
nearly 78 years ago 
   
The moƩo of the Lions  in Russiaville and Lions all around the 
world  is “WE SERVE”.   These  local small business owners have 
consistently  modeled  excellence  in  customer  services  as  a 
basic operaƟng principle for their enduring business operaƟons.   We Lions are very 
pleased  to  publicly  recognize  these  business  owners  as  ”The Pride of Rus-
siaville”.   Each business has established a  long and strong history of caring service 
to their Howard County customer base.   Their businesses names are prominently 
displayed each spring on the baseball uniforms of the teams comprising the Rus-
siaville Youth baseball League.      
  
We Russiaville Lions were very pleased to be joined with most of the members of 
the  Russiaville  Town  Council  as  we  gathered  yesterday  to  recognize  and  thank 
these businesses and  celebrate with  this generaƟon of highly valued  community 
business owners/leaders. 
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Union City Lions Club 
 

 

Shonda Solomon, Director of the Randolph County Recycling District, presented the pro-
gram at the November 28th Lions Club regular meeting held at the Union City Communi-
ty Room. Shonda who is in her eleventh year as Director discussed the services availa-
ble through the Recycling District to the residents of Randolph County. There are 29 
Drop-Off Bins throughout the County which are managed by BEST WAY for items that 
can be recycled. 
 
Shonda distributed a pamphlet (Green & Clean) ex-
plaining what can be recycled and what cannot and 
how the items should be disposed. POLLUTION SO-
LUTION located on East State Route 32 is the drop 
off place for Household Hazardous Waste as well as 
used electronic items. 
 
Residents can contact the Recycling District at 765-
584-9816 for further information. Programs for organ-
izations are available through the office at 105. W. 
Franklin St. in Winchester. 
 
PICTURED:  
Shonda Solomon and Lion Scott Flory (Union City 
Lions Program Chairman) 

 



 20 

What is a Lion! 

Page 

December 2023 

Union City Lions Club 
 

 

The Union City Lions Club met on Tuesday, November 14, 2023.  A meal of 
mashed potatoes, chicken and dumplings, corn, and a brownie was enjoyed by 
the 21 members present.  The program for the 
evening was presented by Lion Mike 
Peden.  Mike works for the Jay County REMC 
and spoke about that organization.  The Jay 
County REMC was started in 1936 and serves 
all or parts of 6 counties in east central Indi-
ana.  The counties include Jay, Adams, Dela-
ware, Randolph, Blackford, and Wells.  The 
REMC buys its electricity from The Wabash 
Valley Power Alliance and supplies that ener-
gy to rural customers in their co-op.  All of the 
REMC districts in the state assist one another 
when help is needed.  Thanks to Mike for an 
interesting program. 

Picture: Lion Mike Peden with UC Lions Club 
President, Troy Rose 

Union City Lions Club 

The winner of the drawing at the recent Union 
City Lions Club blood draw was Katherine El-
liott. The gift card was provided by Randolph 
Nursing and Rehabilitation.  Presenting the gift 
card to Katherine is UC Lion Cheryl Marcum.   
 
The next UC Lions blood draw will be held on 
Jan. 8, 2024.  If you are interested in donating 
blood you can schedule a time online at https://
www.donortime.com/donor/schedules/
drive_schedule/67760 
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Westfield Lions Club 
Westfield Lions Poker for Sight Fall Texas Hold’em Tournament 
 
The Westfield Lions Club conducts two Poker for Sight Texas Hold’em tournaments 
each year. Said to be some of the largest charity poker competitions in the mid-west, 
they are the prime fund raisers for the club’s charitable functions.  
 
This year’s Fall event, on November 17 & 18, saw 306 players from all over Indiana 
and surrounding states vie for the $25,000 purse, with the winner’s share of $10,000 
going to Spenser Grosvenor of Indianapolis. “We currently rent an apartment, but 
this will be a down payment on a new home for us,” said the happy winner. 
 
Event chairman, Lion Mike Birk said, “We really want to thank our very loyal players, 
some have been playing poker with us for eight or ten years. The important thing for 
the Lions is really all the things we can do to help people with the money we raise 
here. Our events help people in a direct and tangible way.”  
 
As has now become a custom, the Westfield Lions Club presents checks to local 
charities at the start of each of three-qualification rounds and the beginning of the 
championship round. This year Open Doors, Student Impact, Third Phase Homeless 
Shelter, and the Indiana Diabetes Youth Camp all received $1500 donations. 
 
For more information or to register for the Westfield Lions Club’s future Poker for 
Sight tournaments check out: https://lionspoker.org 
 

Winner:  Spenser Grosvenor of Indianapolis wins $10,000 
in the Lions Poker for Sight Tournament.  

Diabetes: Lions Dave Sobczak and Jeff Larrison presented a check 
for $1500 to Gwen and her mom, Jenna White for the camp. 

Student Impact: Accepting the check from poker chairman Lion Mike Birk, were Student 
Life Manager Emily Hooray, Student Advocates Mackenzie Whitesell, & Trinity Bocklarge, 

and Executive Program Director Brittany Delph.  

Third Phase: A check for $1500 was presented to Kelly Reid by 
Lion president Rodney Benson.  

Open Doors: Lion president Rodney Benson and Tracy Rogers 
present a check to Carrie Larrison of Open Doors.  
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