
   

 

January 2024 What is a Lion! 

25D District Digest 

2023-2024 District 
25D Officers  

District Governor 
Julia Kozicki 
925 Queensbury Drive 
Noblesville, IN  46062 
H:  317-877-5694 
C:  317-294-8064 
julia@thekozickis.org 
Noblesville Lions Club 

First VDG 
David ‘Rocky’ Simpson 
160 N 950 E 
Greentown, IN  46936 
C:  765-860-5972 
master21chief@sbcglobal.net 
Greentown Lions Club 

Second VDG 
Jim Dubeansky 
920 N Plum St. 
Union City, IN  47390 
C:  260-224-9178 
Duby83_2000@yahoo.com 
Union City Lions Club 

Cabinet Secretary 
PDG Betty Weist 
23 Main Box 41 
Markleville, IN  46056 
C:  765-623-3553 
bettyweist@aol.com 
Pendleton Lions Club 

Cabinet Treasurer 
PDG Kathy Lozier 
5 Hensel Court 
Carmel, IN  46033 
C: 317-431-7655 
kathylozier@icloud.com 
Carmel Lions Club 

Lions of 25D,  
 

As I shared in July, my theme for this year is:  
What is a Lion?   Lions are many things and 
my newsletter articles and club visits will highlight 
some of the many answers.  My hope is that when 
you are asked that question, you will be armed with 
your answer and ready to share the great things 
that Lions are.  
 
This month, the answer is:  Someone inviting oth-
ers to join in serving.   We would all love to 
find folks who are volunteering to be Lions without 
our having to ask.  While I have met a few of those folks (frequently Lions 
who have moved to 25D from other places), the vast majority of Lions have 
joined because someone asked them.  And usually, they don’t join because 
they want to add another meeting to their calendar (although some of us 
do enjoy the fellowship of a good meeting) – they join because we have 
asked them to help us serve others.  Whether they want to help with a food 
pantry distribution (like one of our new Muncie members) or like to help 
with street clean-ups (or ecology walks in Westfield) or they have an idea 
for a new project and just need some folks to encourage them, people 
want to be asked to help serve.   
 
Who have you invited so far in this Lions year?  I write this during the 
“halftime” of our Lions year – the week between Christmas and New Years, 
and we are more than halfway to meeting our goals for membership this 
year, but won’t we all have more fun when we have more hands to help 
serve those in our communities?  Thanks for spending some time in your 
New Year’s resolutions thinking about who you can invite to come join in at 
your next service project. 
 
You are invited to join Lions of 25D in multiple opportunities for service and 
learning over the next several months, and I hope you will join in the fun: 
 

 Midwinter Conference, Jan 19-20, Crowne Plaza, Indianapolis Airport 
 Muncie charter party, Jan 27 – invitations being sent to clubs 
 District 25D Cabinet Meeting, noon, Feb 3, Russiaville Lions Club   
 District 25D Convention, 9:00 – 3:00, Mar 2, Forest Park Inn, Noblesville 
 MD25 Indiana Lions State Convention, Apr 26-28, Embassy Suites No-

blesville 
 
Please accept this invitation to serve your Lions community and invite a 
friend to come and learn more about how we continue serving a world in 
need.  
 
Yours in Lionism, 
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Message from First Vice District Governor Rocky 
2024 New Years Resolution 

 

Every year when the calendar turns over, the desire to 
set new resolutions for the next year becomes a driving 
force for you to write it down, the desire to lose weight, 
save money, be a better person and go to Church or just 
change a few things in your life that make it difficult at 
times. 
 

My idea for a New Years Resolution for your Lions Club is a simple two 
step idea. First, try a new fundraiser or environmental project that your 
club has never done. It’s nice to know that each year most clubs do the 
same projects or fundraisers. Try something different to get your Lion’s 
motivated to participate.  Try a 5K run or cleaning up the park.  Anything 
that would put change into what is normally done. 
 

Second, there is usually a nucleus that sets up everything.  Have the new 
Lions be assigned to start and run a new project or fundraiser.  It will be 
a good time to ask them questions and to see what they come up with. 
So often we lose Lions members because they have no input on any de-
cisions made by the club.  They may be new to the Club, but I bet you 
they have ideas on how things can be done. 
 

After the project is completed, have your secretary report the numbers 
of hours contributed.  This will add to your service hours.  
 

Happy New Year my Fellow Lion’s 
 

Let’s make this year a GREAT one! 

 1VDG Rocky 
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Hello Fellow Lions : 
 
First, I hope everyone had a fabulous Christmas and great 
time with families and friends during the Christmas season. I 
know me and my wife had a great time with our family and 
grandkids and also I really enjoyed the Lions Council Christ-
mas Party.  It was a great time and my first time attending. 
 
I also really enjoyed attending the Speech and Hearing Annu-
al Luncheon. I was able to meet and speak to a lot of nice 
people and learned a lot of great stuff. My wife, Diana, was 
able to attend this event with me and she also enjoyed her-
self. It was also her first time attending this event. 
 
My home club - Union Lions Club held their Christmas Party/Ladies Night on De-
cember 12. Chad Enicks, Howdy Speight and I chaired the event. It was a beauti-
ful event and everyone had a great time. We all sang Christmas Carols and the 
ladies gifts were given away and the centerpieces were made by Amanda Enicks .  
It was just a lot of Lion Fellowship  
 
Well, I sent my registration form for the Mid-Winter Conference.  It will be my very 
first one. Oh boy, what am I in for now? But heck I am ready for anything fun and 
in Indiana Lions Clubs it’s FUN. I hope the rest of you have registered.  If the new 
guy has sent his in the rest should be there too, right . 
  
Well, the new year will be here by the time you read this so, Happy New Year to 
you all and let’s make 2024 the year we bring in lots of new friends that we call 
members.  And that we promise to mentor those new members and may your 
2024 be safe and Blessed.  
 
Respectfully yours,  

2VDG Jim Dubeansky   

Message from Second Vice District Governor Jim 
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Greetings to all Lions of 25-D and welcome to a new year!   
 
As often happens at the start of a new year, we think about what 
has happened in the last year. I have been thinking about a sem-
inar I attended in 2023 that said Lions events should provide 
fun, fellowship, and fulfillment.  This reminded me of a time 
shortly after my wife joined Lions when the club secretary said 
to her, “You should meet more Lions than those in our club.  
Why don’t you come with me to the District meeting this week-
end”. (Or something close to that – I wasn’t there).  She had a 
great time and met a lot of great people and it sounds like the meeting hit all three 
points.   
 
Before I joined (which is a story for another day), she would ask me to go to Lion 
events with her.  These included service projects, club meetings and the Banner 
Night for PDG Mike Imbler.  I enjoyed the fun and fellowship at all of them and 
felt a sense of fulfillment that what was happening here was positive.  A big part of 
why I joined was the people I met in the District and across the State. 
 
The other thought I had was that even though District and State events are promot-
ed, maybe no one ever personally asked you to come.  So I am doing that now.  We 
have two great events coming up in the next month and I would be thrilled to see 
you there and get a chance to know you better. 
 
The first is the Lions Midwinter Conference on January 20th starting at 9am at the 
Crowne Plaza Indianapolis Airport (2501 S. High School Road, Indianapolis).  The 
day is $50 but this includes keynote speakers, four breakout sessions and breakfast 
and lunch! 
 
The second is the District Cabinet Meeting on February 3rd starting at 11:30 at the 
Russiaville Lions Clubhouse (555 N Liberty St Russiaville).  The lunch is $20.00 
but well worth it! 
 
Why don’t you come to one or both?  And to tie this back into my game theme for 
the year, don’t come alone. Make it a game. Ask someone to come with you and 
then see who can meet the most people.  Even if you lose, I bet you will have fun. 
 

Lion Jeff Kozicki 
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GMT/GET—Global Membership Team and Global Extension Team 
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New Members 
 

Anderson—Noon  Carmel   Fowlerton 
Andrea Adcox   David Carey  Robert Overman 
     Elizabeth Finney 
Russiaville   Kurt O’Connor  Tipton 
Erin Nemeth       Mary Ripberger 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

In Memory of  These Lions 
 

 
 

Portland 
Stephen McClung 

 
 

Winchester 
Chloral Walters 
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January 2024 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 
 

20 

21 
Council of  
Governors 
Meeting 

22 23 
Lapel Official 
Visit 

24 25 26 27 
Muncie Charter 
Party 

28 29 30 31 Feb 1 Feb 2 Feb 3 
25D Cabinet 
Meeting at  
Russiaville Lions 
Club 

Mid Winter Conference 

A message from the 25D GLT/GAT Assistant Area 
Leader PCC Scott Smith: 
 

Hi Lions, 
Thank you for all the visits and signing my visitor book.  I 
don’t know how to repay you all.  Thank you. 
 

Scott loves visitors and cards: 
Bridgewater Healthcare Center,  Room 4012 
14751 Carey Road 
Carmel, IN  46033 
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District 25D has a NEW CLUB!!! 
 

Welcome to Muncie Lions Club 
 

Charter Members: 
Kelly Carston    Ralph Caudill 
Jack Correa     Corinne Erwin 
Matthew Giesman   Moriah Giesman 
Samuel Giesman   Suzzy Giesman 
Latha Kambham    Uday Kambham 
Andrew Popp    Brenda Ragland 
James Ragland    Jency Roshan 
Theresa Rude    Barbara Strack 
Thomas Strack    Vinko Tanjic 
Ajit Tiwari     Mona Venugopal 
Sarah Webb  

 

Charter Party 
January 27th 
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Region Zone Chair Email Home Club 

1 A Frank Faulkner frfaulkner2@comcast.net Russiaville 

1 B Jeff Larrison jefflarrison46033@gmail.com Westfield 

2 A Mike Careins mcareins@ymail.com Upland 

2 B Jeanie Stiers jeasts@comcast.com Anderson Noon 

3 A Linda Janney ljanney1952@gmail.com Albany 

3 B Jeffry Manning mail@msiwix.com Saratoga 

25-D Zone Chairs  

Clubs with January Anniversaries 

Anderson-Noon Lions Club 1922  102 years 
Dunkirk Lions Club   1935  89 years 
Gaston Lions Club   1935  89 years 
Lapel Lions Club   1942  82 years 
Cowan Lions Club   1957  67 years 
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Environmental  Article for District 25D 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL GOLDEN NUGGETS 
 
January 1, 2024 starts a new year. This also give every club in 25-D the opportunity 
to get involved in the 25-D Environmental project. This project also can serve as a 
service and membership project. All that is required is for your club to take a pic-
ture of an environmental event. One club has already planted trees in their town 
park. Another club planted a tree along their town’s walking trail. 
 
Most area school corporations would let your club plant a tree on their grounds if 
you ask them. They can use this to show their students about how important it is 
to plant trees for our environment. Ask them if the state tree (Tulip tree) could be 
planted.  
 
Cities and town also are open for you to plant a tree or trees along their walk 
ways, or parks. When you ask these city and town if you can do something they 
usually are happy and encouraged by your project.  
 
Once your club does an environmental project send me a picture of it. The pictures 
are to be submitted to me before May 1, 2024. Each picture should be an 8” x 10” 
colored photo. The top three winners will be announced at the 4th Cabinet meeting 
at Matthews Lion Club on May 11, 2024. 
 
Don’t forget to ask a non-Lion member to help you with your project. This is a 
great tool to increase your club membership. 
 
 

PDG Mike Imbler 
7609 E – 50 N 
Greentown, In. 46936 
mikeimbler@sbcglobal.net 
765-776-0424 
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Musical Notes—Lion George Smith 
 

Merry Christmas 2023 and a Happy New Year 2024 from Lion 
George S. Smith, Past President of Anderson Lions Club, District 25-
D, Past Organist/Pianist for District, State and International Lions 
(many times) having joined my club in 1965, the Lions have helped 
me in numerous positive ways. I have made myself available to serve 
and thus have been named Indiana’s Merry Music Maker.  I pay trib-
ute to my wife of 67 years who has stood by me in our business side 
by side for 57 years and with our sons while dad was visiting and 
playing in most of the Lions dens throughout Indiana, and the world 
of Lions. 
 

Now for the question;  What is Your Musical Influence?  We cannot assume there will be pianos 
and organs in our meeting places of tomorrow.  Already the mindset of the younger generation 
is changing the arts in our music programs.  There is so much richness and meaning in our older 
songs, the ones that touched us when growing up. 
  

Is there a need in your community to help a child learn to play the piano and/or the or-
gan?  Perhaps you would provide an encouraging word and help with the funding of lessons, or 
make it a project in your club.  We cannot assume that parents and community members will 
understand the complex nature of music making, the mental discipline needed to play, the emo-
tional enrichment and other benefits that music provides in all of life’s experiences. 
 

There is a real need to encourage musicians.  Music is often taken for granted and not appreciat-
ed by the laity. How often do we chatter during the prelude when the organist and pianist have 
worked so hard to prepare the music?  As the Official organist even in our Anderson Club, I 
made sure that everyone took notice and appreciated my actions and burst forth with singing 
along with me.   
 

When was the last time you heard an inspiring message via the piano or organ?  I heard one re-
cently while walking into the sanctuary of a church not far from our hometown.  The thrilling 
sounds of a traditional hymn sounding froth from the majestic ranks of a great pipe organ.   
 

In addition to the influences of people we know, there must also be a motivated desire within to 
make music.  There are so many distractions today that were not there when I was a child. But, 
on the other hand, there have always been distractions of some sort.  I was very fortunate to 
have parents (who were married 53 years) and took time to understand and appreciate my tal-
ent that needed nurturing from the beginning of time.  My wife Norma who, for the most part, 
lets me and helps me fulfill my destiny of being a musician, teacher, performer and agreed from 
the moment we met to devote her entire life to this dream and make it her own as well. 
 

Music is a gift to be cherished and to be passed on.  Leave a legacy of music.  The more you love 
music, the more music you love.  How about you?  Will you be a participant and/or helper in 
music?  Let us all be devoted to bring back pianos and organs into our Lions dens and get up and 
burst forth with our voices and show the world that WE SERVE and are proud to be a Lion. 
 

Remember the wise words of Isaac Stern - “Unperformed music is like 
a cake in the oven - not fully baked." 
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 Indiana Lions Founda on Seeking Nomina ons for the  
Dis nguished Hoosier Lion Award  

 

The Indiana Lions Founda on annually selects one deserving Hoosier Li-
on  to  receive  the  Indiana Dis nguished  Lion Award. The award  is pre-
sented at  the Saturday  luncheon of  the  Indiana  Lions Conven on. The 
winner is selected from among nominees submi ed by individual clubs, 
the district cabinet with the approval of the si ng District Governor, or 
the Council of Governors with the approval of the Council Chair. Nomi-
nees must be a member of a club  in Mul ple District 25 that  is  in good 
standing and must have a minimum of twenty-five years of service as a 
Lion. Each nominee for this award will receive a recogni on plaque that 
will be presented  in person at the Saturday state conven on  luncheon. 
Clubs are encouraged  to use  this mechanism  to  recognize  long-service 
Lions who have served  their clubs and  their communi es  in exemplary 
ways. It is not required that nominees have had any involvement in hold-
ing district or state offices;  rather each club will determine  the criteria 
with which  they wish  to  recognize a member  from  their club. Nomina-
ons are  limited to one Lion per club and to five nominees  in each dis-

trict. Applica ons may be submi ed by accessing the following weblink. 
The entry deadline is January 31, 2024.  
 
 
h ps://indianalionsfounda onmd25.org/what-we-do/indiana-dis nguished-lion-award/indiana-
dis nguished-lion-award-form/  
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Around Our District 

We need your help.  Share what you and your Club has been doing.  

Snap a picture and email it to woodward1999@sbcglobal.net with a 
description of the event and who is in the picture.  If it is received on 

or before the 25th of the 
month, it will appear in the 

next newsletter.  If after 
the 25th, it will automati-

cally be included in the fol-
lowing newsletter. 

Share what your Club has been doing! 

Carmel Lions Club 

The Carmel Lions Club is pu ng FUN back in Lions.   
 
They  held  their  annual  Spouses  Night  and  White  Elephant  gi   ex-
change.  As always, a good  me was had by all! 
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Westfield Lions Club 

Noblesville Lions Club 

On Wednesday, December 6th, the Westfield Lions Club made breakfast for 
Student Impact, an organization that provides a fun and safe place for stu-
dents to hang out and interact with each other.  Pancakes, donuts, and egg 
casseroles were served to the students at their re-
cently renovated house on North Union Street.  
 
On the first Wednesday of each month "Celebrity 
Chefs" provide breakfast to the students before 
school.  Westfield Lions Jeff and Carrie Larrison, De-
cember's celebrity chefs, prepared and served 
breakfast to about 25 students.  After breakfast Car-
rie and Jeff spent time explaining the role of the Li-
ons Club in the community and ways that the stu-
dents could help serve alongside the Lions.  

Noblesville Lions and Kiwanis Noon Clubs Rang Bells for Salvation Army 
  
On Saturday, Dec 2nd, the Kiwanis Noon Club rang bells at Walmart in the morning, 
and the Noblesville Lions Club rang in the afternoon. As a member of each club, Joe 
Arrowood was the chairman of this event. Lion members that participated included 
Gene Beck, Ron Williamson, Steve Shaw, Joe Arrowood, George Long, Susie Long, 
Kim Luckey, Dave Marsh, Jen Carr, Mark Bachar, and Cheryl Helton. The clubs 
thank the many Walmart customers who donated to the Salvation Army cause. 
  
 
Photo 1: Three generations of 
Arrowoods included Nate Ar-
rowood, Derek Arrowood, and 
Lion Joe Arrowood 
  
Photo 2: Three happy Lions 
included Lions Jen Carr, Mark 
Bachar, and Cheryl Helton 
 

        Photo 1                        Photo 2 
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Carmel, Noblesville and Westfield Lions Clubs 
 
Noblesville (NLC), Carmel (CLC), Westfield (WLC) Lions Help Gleaners 

  
On Thursday, Dec 21st, the three Lions Clubs handed out food to over 100 
families. This was done at the Hamilton County Fairgrounds. This is a 
monthly activity of the local Lions Clubs. 
  
 

Photo (Lft to Rt): Steve Shaw 
(NLC), Lane Sims (CLC), Krys 
Keller (WLC), and (NLCs) Jer-
ry Baker, Dale Unger, Jeff 
Kozicki, Ron Williamson, Gary 
Hipes, Matt Best (CLC), and 
Gleaners Driver. Unfortunately, 
two names were missing. 

 



 17 

 

What is a Lion! 

Page 

January 2024 



 18 

 

What is a Lion! 

Page 

January 2024 



 19 

 

What is a Lion! 

Page 

January 2024 



 20 

 

What is a Lion! 

Page 

January 2024 

 



 21 

 

What is a Lion! 

Page 

January 2024 



 22 

 

What is a Lion! 

Page 

January 2024 


