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Sharing Our Story 
 

As of September 13th, District 25D is down 24 members due to the 

cancellation of two Clubs this year.  It is still early in this Lion Year, 

but it does make our efforts in membership more important than ev-

er before.   

District 25D has the opportunity to lead the Lions of Indiana in every 

area, but to do this in membership, we have to be ready and willing 

to share our story with those outside our organization.  We say we 

are proud to be a Lion, so let’s share that pride with others and let 

them see what being a Lion is all about. 

We each have felt the joy of helping someone by one of our many 

Club service projects.  It is selfish of us as Lions not to give others 

the same joy.  If it feels good to us, then why wouldn’t others feel the 

same way? 

Without engaged members, and new growth in membership, we run 

the risk of losing our momentum as Clubs, and then the worst hap-

pens.  A Club gets cancelled, and there is no longer a strong pres-

ence in that community for serving those that need us. 

I encourage any Club that has another Club close to them can-

celled, to reach out to those members and encourage them to be-

come a part of your Club.  Losing a Club can be offset by not losing 

the members.   

We have a new District 25D Club Visitation Contest this year, so 

gather your members and go see what other Clubs are doing.  

Share ideas, successes, not such successes.  Find ways to do 

things different.  We can not be afraid of change.  We can not live by 

the old “We’ve always done it that way.”  It is a sure way to kill a 

Club.  Be open to new ideas and challenges.  

Forward thinking will be the best way to preserve our organization 

for the next generation.  Let’s do our part! 

Yours in Lionism, 

DG Scott 
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MEMBERSHIP QUESTIONNAIRE MEETING 

By FVDG Eric Schuman, PDG 
 

A#ached to this newsle#er is a flyer for a “Membership 

Brainstorming MeeDng” that will be held November 13, 2021 

(Saturday) at the Ma#hews Lions Club Hall starDng with lunch at 

noon.  The cost is $10 per person for lunch. 
 

I know what you’re thinking – another dull, boring meeDng being 

told things about membership I’ve heard a hundred Dmes before.  Well, this will NOT be that. 
 

DG Sco# asked to have this meeDng so we can ascertain, if possible, the WHY on our lack of a#endance 

and parDcipaDon in club acDviDes, i.e. regular meeDngs, fundraisers, and service projects COVID aside. DG 

Sco# would like 100% a#endance from all clubs in District 25-D. We’re focusing on Presidents and 

Membership Chairs but everyone is invited. We just need a headcount to me for each club by November 

7. 
 

So our main focus will be on building a quesDonnaire that we can distribute to ALL members of all clubs 

within our district.  No names or other contact informaDon will be asked.  All quesDons will be simple 

hopefully answered by a checkmark. 
 

We will also be discussing membership retenDon and recruitment somewhat in gathering ideas from 

clubs on what they’ve done in the past that has proven successful.  So you can share ideas and get new 

ideas to help your club grow. 
 

Mark your calendars now for November 13 to be at the Ma#hews Lions Club Hall (1018 Massachuse#s 

Ave., Ma#hews, IN) at noon for great fellowship, food, and to provide input in helping all our clubs 

increase parDcipaDon and a#endance as well as brainstorm membership retenDon and recruitment ideas!  

See you there (noDce I didn’t say “hope to see you”).   
 

Send your reservaDons to ejslansing@aol.com, or call me at 517.719.7535. 
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UPLAND EYEGLASS RECYCLING CENTER 

 

ANNOUNCEMENT FROM DISTRICT GOVERNOR SCOTT J. SMITH 

 

Beginning July 1,2021 Clubs and individual Lions are encouraged to send any donated monies di-

rectly to the Eyeglass Recycling Center in Upland.  The District will continue to support the pro-

gram, but want donations to go directly to them. 
 

Send checks to:  Eyeglass and Medical Equipment Recycling 

                             333 Lake Street 

                             Upland, Indiana 46989 
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Leadership 

Running through the letters of LEADERSHIP, this month’s 

focus is A for Action.   
 

The motto ‘We Serve’ is a statement of action – it says we will 

show up to do what is needed when it is needed.  Sometimes, 

that action can be setting up for a fundraiser or assisting with a 

vision screening.  Other times it means raking the lawn for a 

member who is laid up or organizing the storage shed so you 

can find the popcorn scoop. Whatever task is needed, a Lion is 

ready to act to accomplish it. As Lion leaders (and we are all leaders regardless of title), 

we need to be looking for opportunities for action to fulfill our motto.  And if your club 

needs a few more hands to help serve your community, reach out to your neighboring 

clubs and share that opportunity to serve. When we can act together, we can accomplish 

so much more, and we expand our bonds of friendship in the process.  

 

Take this call to action and find one new way to serve your community this month. 

Yours in Lionism, 

SVDG Julia 

 

 

October MD 25 Council Meeting to be held in 25D! 
 

The October Council of Governors 
meeting for MD 25 will be held at the 
Cambria Suites Hotel (13500 Tegler 
Drive) in Noblesville on Saturday, 
October 23, 2021, starting at 8:30 
a.m.   
 
All Lions are welcome to attend – 
please RSVP to SVDG Julia Kozicki at 
julia@thekozickis.org or 317-294-
8064 to confirm we have enough 
seating.  
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“EVERYTHING I NEED TO KNOW ABOUT LIONS I LEARNED IN KINDERGARTEN” 

 

Think about your kindergarten days and the things that you learned then.  I am going to list 

a few things you learned in Kindergarten and I bet you will agree 

that they also relate to things you need to know and do as a Lion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Global Leadership  Chair— PDG Mary Jane Bodnar 
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Next Cabinet Meeting—Saturday, October 16th  

AmVets Post 5 in Marion, IN   
See Page 13 for more information 

1.   Sharing 

2.   Be respectful of others 

3.   Sit and Listen 

4.   Encourage others 

5.   Help others 

6.   Play nice 

7.   Listen to directions 

8.   Build memories 

9.   Make friends 

10. Have fun 

Region Zone Chair Email Home Club 

1 A Lion Wayne Sozansky wayne.sozansky@gmail.com Greentown 

1 B Lion Jeff Larrison jefflarrison46033@gmail.com Westfield 

2 A Lion  Cindy Wright rcwright72@att.net Upland 

2 A Lion Rick Wright rcwright72@att.net Upland 

2 B Lion Jeanie Stiers jeasts@comcast.net Anderson Noon 

3 A Lion Linda Janney ljanney1952@gmail.com Albany 

3 B Lion Jeffry Manning mail@msiwix.com Saratoga 

District Zone Chairs 

Directory Update 

PDG/CS Betty Weist has resigned as District 25D Indiana Lions Foundation Trustee.  

IPDG Mike Imbler has been appointed to fill the remainder of her 2 year term. 
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Proposed Changes to District 25-D Constitution and By-Laws 

 

Changes to the District Constitution and By-Laws will be presented for review at the Octo-

ber 16, 2021 Cabinet Meeting. 

 

The proposed changes will revise expense funding for the district convention, and provide 

expense funding for both the First Vice District Governor and the Second Vice District Gov-

ernor.  There has previously been no expense funding allocated for the Second Vice District 

Governor.  Changes are proposed to the Constitution Article X, Section 2, and to the By-

Laws, Article VII. 

 

Additional changes to the Constitution, Article X, Section 2, address the gift to the District 

from the Muncie Lions Club.  This text will be in a new Section 3., to clarify that the Muncie 

Gift is not part of the per capita dues collected, as suggested by the introduction to Section 

2.  The amount of the original gift has been removed from the Section because the balance 

has increased and reference to the original value is not needed.  Also, changes related to 

the District Audit Chair have been made to reflect the current practice that the District Treas-

urer is and has been the person to receive the monthly financial statements and make the 

quarterly reports.  The Audit Chair has not been elected to a three year term, nor is that nec-

essary, but the Audit Chair retains the responsibility of ensuring that the annual distribution 

from the Muncie gift is taken and expended appropriately. 

 

Finally, changes are being proposed to amend Article XIII Section 1 of the Constitution to 

require a two thirds (2/3) majority of delegates present at the business section of the District 

Convention voting in favor of any change to the Constitution.  The current requirement is a 

simple majority.  Related to this change, Article XV, Section 1., of the By-Laws will require a 

simple majority for changes to the By-

Laws. 

 

Following the procedures detailed in 

the District Constitution and By-Laws, 

it is anticipated that a ballot will be 

presented for voting by the delegates 

to the District Convention in March 

2022. 

 

Lion David DeVilbiss, Constitution & 
By-Laws Committee Chair 
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Frequent urination 

Extreme thirst 

Increased hunger 

Tingling or numbness 

Slow healing wounds 

Blurred vision 

Dark skin patches 

Frequent infections 

Itchy skin 

Dry mouth 

Fatigue 

Unintended weight loss 

Irritability 

Prediabetes 

Type 2 diabetes is a common condition where your body loses its ability to use up glucose 

in the blood, also known as blood sugar. There are a number of symptoms that can accom-

pany type 2 diabetes — and many of them start to show up early. 

The most common early signs of type 2 diabetes are frequent urination, extreme thirst, and 

persistent hunger. But there are other symptoms that may alert you to this disease. A diag-

nosis can feel life-changing, but types 2 diabetes is very manageable if caught early. 

PDG Kenny Williams,  State Diabetes Chair 

14 Early Signs of Type 2 Diabetes 
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Have You Thought of This? 

We are going to start providing you and your Club with ideas for service projects and growing 
members over the next several months.  It never hurts to think outside the shoe. 

Clubs are always looking for ways to grow and recruit new members. There are many things club 
members can do in order to attract new members. Here, you’ll find close to a hundred viable 
approaches that one could use in order to recruit more members.  If you have any other ideas, 
add them to this list and share them. 

1. Ask someone 

2. Bring a guest to meetings 

3. Advertise in newspapers & cable TV 

4. Have a clear club goal & a strategic plan 

5. Letters or personal contact with local businesses 

6. Contact with Chamber of Commerce 

7. Place customized bookmarks in library books 

8. Have public meetings at malls, outdoors, etc 

9. Have a booth at malls, fairs, festivals etc. 
10.Place pamphlets in doctors’ offices, hospitals, cafeterias, libraries, etc 

 
 

 

Helping the place you love, doing the things you love. 
 

 

Community service is exactly what it sounds like: services that you do to benefit your community. 
If that sounds a little broad, it’s because it is -- community service can take a lot of different forms 
since there’s SO much you can do to help folks out in your area. 
 

Remember, if you are wearing a Lions vest/polo/t-shirt and representing the Lions, you can count 
it as a Service Project, people served, etc.  AND collaborating with others, gets OUR message 
and who we are as Lions out to the community in broader ways.  
 

Collect Things for Your Community: 

If you look around your community, you’ll probably find at least a few places that accept donations 
-- like food pantries, family shelters, and schools, just to name a few.  
 

1. Collect school supplies and donate them to school teachers and students. 
2. Collect backpacks filled with school supplies for families in the community. 
3. Collect grocery coupons for local food pantries to help them with costs. 
4. Collect non-perishable food items. 
5. Collect unused makeup to donate to domestic violence shelters. 
6. Collect Halloween candy to send to deployed military service members . 
7. Sponsor a trunk & treat for Halloween for the children in your community. 
8. Do a Lions Drive for Thanksgiving, providing all the fixings for a Thanksgiving meal for 

the less fortunate in your community. 
9. Collect Christmas Cards, Easter Cards etc. and send to deployed military service used 

clothes for teenagers in homeless shelters. 
10. Collect stuffed animals for children in hospitals/homeless shelters. 
11. Collect books anmembers and well as needy families in your community. 
12. Collect hygiene products, travel size products, etc. for homeless and other shelters. 
13. Collect gently d donate them to libraries/schools/families recommended by schools. 
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USA / Canada Lions Leadership Forum 

The 2021 USA / Canada Lions Leadership Forum took place in Des Moines, Iowa, be-

tween September 9th and 11th.  It was a challenge to get 1,500 Lions in one place, but 

they did it!  Safety precautions were taken.  There was a large delegation of Indiana Lions 

that made the trip.  There was the Forum Store—where you could get anything and every-

thing Lion!  There was even an app you could download to your phone and use to create a 

personalize a schedule, communicate with other attendees and complete evaluations.  

One of the many motivational speakers was Jessica Cox.  Jessica is the first licensed pilot 

with no arms.  And she got there by thinking outside the shoe!  The National Braille Press 

(NBP) from Boston, MA, came to Iowa and Lions did what Lions do — We Served!  They 

brought hundreds of children's book that they had prepared stickers in braille for each 

page.  We assembled the books and they will be given to the visually impaired at no addi-

tional cost.  This was the first time NBP had taken anything outside of their facility in Bos-

ton.  But after seeing what Lions can do, they said they’d see us in Calgary!   

2022 USA / Canada Lions Leadership Forum is in Calgary, September 15th  – 17th  

 

Forum Store 

  APP 

Carmel L:ions at the 

Midwest Breakfast 

Jessica Cox 

Indiana Lions 

Braille 

service 

project 

Intl Pres Doug 

Some Flags of CA1 and CA2  
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Around the District 

Noblesville Lions Distribute Dictionaries to 3
rd

 & 4
th

 Graders at Hazel Dell Elementary 

On Monday, September 27th, the local Lions Club distributed dictionaries to Hazel Dell 
Elementary 3rd

 and 4th
 graders. This project was started over a decade ago by Lion Clayton 

Fleming to support reading skills. These dictionaries contain more than the normal 
dictionary, and the kids find them full of historical information. Lion Fleming has recently 
passed away, and the Lions Club continues to carry on his legacy. 

 

  

Photo 1 (J. Kozicki): 
Stanley the Lion (Steve 
Craig), Lilah Capelle, 
and Amos Melton 

  

 

Photo 2 (J. Kozicki): Lions working this project - Steve Morgan, 
Bob Minton, Ron Williamson, Dale Unger, and Steve Craig. 
Julia Kozicki was the photographer. 
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Tipton Lions serve at the Atlanta Earth Festival 

2VDG Julia and Lion Jeff enjoyed the pork on a stick from the Tipton Lions. 
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Noblesville Lions Host Jeff Meyer as Speaker 

On September 23rd
 Jeff Meyer, of Meyer Foods 

Inc, gave an interesting presentation to the Lions 
on his business and its development over the 
years.  

Jeff owns multiple Culvers Restaurant franchises 
in quite few states. He is headquartered here in 
Noblesville, and purchased the old Boys and Girls 
Club building. He remodeled the building and re-
cently had a grand opening. The building is his 
corporate headquarters, along with many conven-
iences he offers to other businesses. In his re-
model, he mentioned that he tried to keep some of 
the history of the building intact. Anyone interest-
ed may tour the facilities if they wish. 

Jeff’s story is one of hard work and American Entrepreneurship! 

Photo: Jeff Meyer and Lion VP Kim Luckey 

Tipton Lions’ Work Pork Festival 
 

The Tipton Lions Club had their booth at the annual Tipton County Pork Festival 

on September 9-11, which was a great success for them.  Chairperson Lion Ka-

ren Bocock reported to the club at 

a recent meeting also attended by 

FVDG Eric Schuman that they 

made a net profit of over $5,300 

on almost $11,000 in sales.  Presi-

dent Ron Hinshaw stated what a 

great job every member in the club 

did helping with this fundraiser.  It 

was also reports that they have 2 

new prospective transfer-in Lions 

members. 
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Lions from Noblesville, Carmel and Wes,ield Serve With Gleaners Again 

 

Lions have been helping distrib-
ute food on the first Thursday of 
each month in Sheridan.  This 
has been changed to the first 
Saturday of each month at the 
Hamilton Heights High School in 
Cicero. 

All Lions in Hamilton County are 
invited to parDcipate. 

Noblesville Lions Post Their Dodgeball and Cornhole Tournament Results 

On Saturday, September 11th, the Noblesville Lions had their Dodgeball and Cornhole Tour-
nament Fundraiser. The club wishes to thank all the Sponsors and other donations received 
to support this worthy cause. Latest information was that we received around $13,000 in ini-
tial donations. Funds will be used for Scholarships and Vision Impairment Financial Sup-
port. The 50/50 winner, Charlie McMillan ($40), gave the funds back to the club. 

CompeDDve League —1st place CompeDDve League — 2nd place Rec League — 1st place 

Rec League — 2nd place Cornhole — 1st place Cornhole — 2nd place 
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Upland Lions Labor Day Weekend Festival 

District Governor Sco# Smith was 

the Grand Marshall for the Upland 

Lions Labor Day Weekend FesDval 

Parade on September 5th. 

DG Sco# presenDng 

awards to one of the 

parade entries. 

The weekend including music, 

craQ booths, peRng zoo, 

rummage sale, fishing con-

test, free 

ice cream 

social, 5K, 

parade and 

fireworks! 

Carmel International Arts Festival 

The Carmel Lions Club participated in the Carmel International Arts Festival on September 

25th and 26th.  The Carmel Current is estimating that 30,000 or more people visited the Arts 

and Design District of Carmel over the weekend.  The Carmel Lions sold Italian beef sand-

wiches, pulled chicken, all beef hotdogs and walking ta-

cos.  The food was a hit and the Lions sold out of almost 

everything.  It was great to see people out and about 

again.  New ideas and improvements are already been 

discussed for next year. Money raised by the Lions will go 

to support Meals on Wheels. 
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District 25D Contests 

CLUB VISITATION CONTEST 

1. The Visitation Contest will run from July 1, 2021 through June 30, 2022. 

2. Only visitations to other clubs at their regular meetings will be counted. 

3. The following minimum number of visiting Lions are required to qualify. 

• Clubs with 20 or less members – 2 members 

• Clubs with 21-35 members – 3 members 

• Clubs with 36 or more members – 4 members 

4. The following are the categories of Club Visitation awards: 

• Long Tail Award – Visiting 100% of District 25D Clubs 

• Short Tail Award – Visiting all Clubs in your Region 

• Ambassador Award – Visiting all Clubs in another Region 

• Nomad Award – Visiting 20 Clubs or your choice, within or outside District 25D 

5. It is wise to contact the club to be visited to verify that they will not be dark, the location of the meeting, time, 

etc. 

6. No visitation may be used for more than one category of award.  No visitation may be used twice. 

7. Clubs may earn as many awards or combination of awards they wish. 

8. The following are considered “District Lions” and will not be counted when making their official visits: Governor, 

Vice Governor, Cabinet Secretary, Cabinet Treasurer, Region Chairperson and Zone Chairperson. 

9. When there is a Zone or Region Meeting, visiting members will receive credit for only one club and Region. 

REPORTING VISITATIONS 

1. Visitation slips should not be larger than 81/2 x 11 or smaller than 51/2 x 81/2. 

2. All visitation slips must show the name of the visiting club name of the visited club, names of visiting Lions, 

date of visitation, and be signed by the Secretary/President of the visited club to qualify.  The Club Secretary 

will report all visitations to the District 25D Cabinet Secretary by the end of the month the visitation takes place. 

3. Winners will be announced at the first Cabinet Meeting of the 2022-2023 Lion Year. 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL PHOTO CONTEST 

The 2021-2022 Environmental Photo Contest is open to all Lions in District 25-D, and Leos.  This year’s contest 

will depict four categories and one special theme.  No people in photos submitted in the categories BELOW. 

Animal Life 

Plant Life 

Urban or Natural Landscape 

Weather phenomenon 

Special Theme Environmental Service projects—This category can include individuals in the photo. (Example:  

Lions planting trees, or kids playing in a new park, etc.) 
 

Photos should be original, unaltered and taken in your area this Lion Year.  Photos should measure 8”x10” and 

printed borderless on high quality photo paper.  Photos with white borders will be disqualified.  All photographers 

accept responsibility for the cost of taking and processing all photos. Lions Clubs and Leo Clubs are invited to sub-

mit one photo in each category to the District Environmental Chair pdf Mike Imbler by January 1, 2022.  The pho-

tographer should specify which category they want their photo(s) entered.  Each photo should list location where 

picture was taken and date. 

Winners and awards for the contest will be announced at the District 25-D Convention in March 2022. 
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 MEMBERSHIP CONTEST 

First contest:  July 1 2021—December 21, 2021 

Second contest:  January 1, 2022—June 30, 2022 

Awards are given for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place for the clubs with the highest percentage of new members during the 

period regardless of club size.  The prizes will be awarded based on what gains you have made versus your starting 

membership for each period. 

It is critical that each club reports their monthly membership trends to MyLCI each month. 

Awards for the first part of the year will be handed out at our February cabinet meeting in Saratoga.  The second set 
of awards will be handed out at the first cabinet meeting of the 2022-2023 Lion year. 

Please contact GMT Tom Lorson with any questions regarding the contest at tomlorson@iquest,net 

 

CLUB NEWSLETTER CONTEST  

District Governor Scott Smith would like to announce the District 25-D “Club Newsletter Contest”.  Individual clubs 

within the District should submit electronic copies of their newsletters to Cabinet Secretary Betty Weist.  Since some 

clubs may produce newsletters at different frequencies (monthly, quarterly, etc.), the contest will involve evaluating 

the top two (2) newsletters submitted throughout the Lions year by each club.   

Newsletters will be evaluated based on the following: 

• Overall appearance 

• Updates or announcements of upcoming club events 

• Announcements of club news (new members, anniversaries, awards, etc.) 

• Inclusion of photos 

• Calendars (or lists) of upcoming events in the District or State 

• Club officer contact information 

 

The contest will be broken down into three (3) divisions so that clubs will be competing against similarly sized clubs.  

The different divisions will be: 

• Clubs with 25 or fewer members 

• Clubs with 26 to 50 members 

• Clubs with more than 50 members 

 

The contest will run through May of 2022.  A committee will evaluate the newsletter submissions and winning clubs 

will be announced at the first cabinet meeting of the 2022-2023 Lions year.  Awards will be presented to the winners 

and runners-up. 

Newsletters should be emailed to Cabinet Secretary Betty Weist at bettyweist@aol.com 
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