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We didn’t make 100% in reporting for MMR’s or SAR’s for the month of May like I and the other
officers hoped that we would, but there’s always next month. Thank you to the secretaries and presidents that throughout the year have tried their hardest to make sure reporting was done. There’s no
reason not to try for the future.
There are several things that you will find information on in this month’s newsletter, which of course
is so large it is in two parts. The three main things I want to call attention to are:
1.

Entrance fees are waived from June 7th through June 30th. There is important information
from GMT Pat Short in the first portion of the newsletter. The Entrance Fee (not prorated
dues) will be waived for this period.

2.

Dues—no credit for member drops after June 30, 2018. This is explained in an informational
letter from GMT Pat Short in the first portion of the newsletter. This is very important for your
club to eliminate being billed for members that are not renewing.

3.

Suggestions for retaining and increasing Membership. There are several items in the newsletter
to help with retaining and increasing membership. International President Aggarwal has asked
Lions Clubs International to increase Membership to over 1.5 million by June 30th. This can
only be done if we work hard to retain members as well as inducting new ones. I’d like to call
attention to 1st VDGE Tom Robbins column, which is geared toward new members, and my
own notes below about retention.

Retention: how can we do it, and what benefit does it have?
1.

Retention has to do with making people happy with what they are doing in the club. All people
like some things, but not all people like all things. Don’t expect all of your members to work
on all projects. Some will only work one or two projects a year. If that is all they can do, don’t
make them feel unwanted as a member because they are not willing to do everything.

2.

Try to be welcoming with someone new or returning on a project that you are working. Don’t
tell them you don’t want them to work a particular job: if they need help to get better at it, give
them that help. Telling someone you don’t want them to do a job makes them feel less than a
valued member. Remember that longer members are to be mentors to newer members. Mentors don’t say “Don’t” or “Can’t”, they say “Here, let me show you a better way to do it.” If we
want help on projects, we have to put aside our natural tendencies to take over every project.

3.

Call and talk to people you haven’t seen at a project or a meeting lately. If they haven’t been
attending, do you know why? If you know why, try to work on taking care of the problem, and
not letting it fester and cause them to drop. For the rest of the month of June, why don’t you
take the time to call those people who have been recently dropped from the membership rolls.
Maybe, just maybe, they might be willing to come back if you indicate to them that they were
and are valued members of the community.

As I have driven through different towns on my way to District Governor visits, I have
wondered why every town couldn’t have a Lions Club. If we treat the clubs as Community
Improvement tools and identify people in each community that are interested in seeing the
communities enriched, we might just find new people willing to join.
Regards, DG Chloe

District Governor Elect
Doug Eversole

Hello Lions All
Thanks to all the clubs for reporting your new officers in a timely manner and to all the secretaries and others who continue to report your MMR and SAR. Your efforts shows the pride in
district 25-C. The new myLion app to begin reporting your own and your club’s activities will
kick off in Las Vegas later this month. You can use either myLion or club secretaries can continue to use myLCI. You will have a full year to convert over to myLion. Please take time to get
familiar with the app. Information will soon be available to assist in helping with the app.
This has been a busy year for lion Shelia and I with all the training and information needed
to start a new year. We are so looking forward to meeting and visiting your clubs. Our officer
training has had good participation. If at all possible come and support your district officers at
District Cabinet meetings and Multiple District Council meetings. Your support makes for a
stronger district and multiple district.
Our district needs your help to retain and increase club membership. Send suggestion to
deversole@tds.net or call 304-203-6877. Hopefully we can finish the year on a positive note.
Hope you can make the International Lions Conference in Las Vegas. Come and meet Lions from all over the world and have some fun.
Thanks Lions
DGE Doug

IMPORTANT DATES
June 29-July 3, 2018

Lions International Convention, Las Vegas (link @

BELOW BASED ON INFORMATION AVAILABLE ON THE INDIANA LIONS STATE CALENDAR 6/15/18

July 28, 2018

District 25C Cabinet Meeting, Young America

August 18, 2018

DGE Doug Eversole’s Banner Night, Delphi

November 27, 2018

District 25C Cabinet Meeting, Riley

January 12, 2019

Indiana Lions Midwinter Conference, Plainfield

January 19, 2019

District 25C Cabinet Meeting, Frankfort

First Vice District Governor Elect
Tom Robbins
Hello Lions,
I have just one topic to talk about this month and it is the most important, from club members to IP
Aggarwal.
MEMBERSHIP is the topic that needs to be addressed at every club, not just our district but virtually
every club in the US. Your club may have 6, 60 or 160 members but the bottom line is we keep going
backwards. There are many needs in every club but to live our motto, WE SERVE, we must have more
people to share the work load. Whether you have one service event per year or multiple events, it takes
people and most likely more that you have.
Well, we have some helpful news and I’d like all clubs to take advantage of it. From June 10th through
June 30th 2018, Lions Clubs International is waving the initiation fee. Here’s what we all of us need to
do: Most Lions have a spouse but are they a member and if not, why not? All Lions have a friend, dentist, broker, eye doctor, barber/hairstylist, church friend or neighbor. Pick one, yes every Lion pick one
and get them to a meeting and signed up for membership before the end of June. If all of us do this we
will have 9,900 new members and this is unlikely BUT we should be able to get 1 out of 10 and we really need 990 new members in Indiana.
It is hard to live out our motto, WE SERVE, without adequate people. Deaths, job transfers and lack of
interest is causing our losses and we need to do something about it quickly. LCI has identified a number of Leadership positions that are supposed to be added to each club but none of those are worth
talking about if you don’t have adequate head count and individuals who want the challenge. There is
one club spot that needs to be filled by a creative and aggressive Lion and that is Membership Director.
If that spot isn’t filled, the club is not likely going to grow. How many Presidents, Vice Presidents, Secretaries and Treasurers have filled their role for multiple years? How many have two or more responsibilities now? Maybe, just maybe your club needs new ideas and that can happen with inclusion of new
members.
Lastly, your club will need a plan to engage these new members into your activities and to make them a
real part of the club. I will share the mentor program pdf with anyone who reaches out to me at: tprobbins@gmail.com
Let’s go fishing for new members.

Lion Tom
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Reading Action Program Available for Your Club
Thanks to the efforts of former Lions Club International President and former Lions Club International Foundation
(LCIF) leader Wayne Madden and his wife, Linda, a former school teacher, the Lions Club has a partnership with Scholastic Books that your club can take advantage of to help underprivileged children in your area with their reading endeavors.
Wishing to leave a legacy following their time as leaders of the LCIF, the Maddens envisioned a Reading Action Program, a service project that would put age-appropriate books in the hands of children who couldn’t afford them on their
own. Through negotiation with Scholastic Books, an agreement was struck to allow clubs to purchase books at a muchreduced price specifically for this purpose.
Clubs interested in instituting this Reading Action service project must submit an application to and obtain authorization
from Scholastic Books. Once authorized, clubs will receive a catalog of available books for a range of age levels and cost,
some as low as $1 or $2. Participating clubs will also need to appoint a member to review the catalogue, place book orders, and keep track of invoicing and payment in cooperation with the club treasurer. This volunteer job should take approximately two hours per month.
You can help disadvantaged children in your area discover the joys of reading and have a profound impact on their lives
in the process. To learn more about starting a Reading Action Program in your club and the rules of this service project,
email PDG Dick McKellar at macagcon@tds.net or call (317) 769-2427. (Written by the Zionsville PR person Marcia
Ellett )
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Lots of smiling faces at the Oxford Lions Club’s annual
Breakfast with the Easter Bunny and Egg Hunt on Saturday March 31, 2018. This event is for the community and
all free will donations went to the Oxford Food Co-op.
(Picture by

Right: DG Chloe Weyrauch awarded a 50 year chevron to Lebanon Lion Gene Souders during her April 25th visit to the club.
(Picture by PDG Alyn Mcconnaha)

Left: DG Chloe Weyrauch also inducted new member Riley Keaton into the Lebanon LC during her
visit. Sponsor Lion Jason Frazier joined in the welcome. (Picture by PDG Alyn McConnaha)

-

(Right) IPP Gail Robbins (Zionsville LC) (far right) was a guest
speaker at Union Elementary School’s first grade class of Ms.
Sarah Clary. The class had chosen the Zionsville Lions Park
as the place for a $250.00 tree they had chosen. The Lions
are very touched with the children’s actions. From left: Ms.
Sarah Clary, Union Elementary School 1st grade class, IPP
Gail Robbins.

(Left) DG Weyrauch receives a check from Lebanon Lion President Dan Fleming for support of state Lion projects. (Photo by
PDG Alyn Mcconnaha)

(Right) CC/IPDG Ross Drapalik thanks Comptroller PCC
Vernon Provines and PDG Sara for their work and dedication to the Lions of Indiana over the years as they retire
from the job. Vernon and Sara have moved to Alabama to
be closer to children and grandchildren but came back to
finish out the term and help with the convention. Good
luck, Great Friends and Lions! (Photo provided by PID
Linda Tincher)

PDGs Charlie Short and
Charles Roth of 25C conducted
Kidsight and School Sight training of members of the Etna
Green LC in District 25G. Following training, the group
screened 76 1st grade students
(19% referred) at Triton Elementary School. 75% of Etna
Green Lions Club members
attended training and participated in screenings. Left: Lion
Todd Hoffer (President - Etna
Green Lion) Right: Lion Al
Sharkey, (Etna Green LC)
(Photos by PDG Pat Short)

On May 10th, the Lafayette Lions had their monthly dinner. The food is always purchased and prepared by
club member and caterer Lion Cherrie Buckley and her staff, and served by Lafayette Lions Club members.
We gave away gently used magazines/novels for grownups and books for children. We also gave out over 120
pens/pencils as well as personal hygiene items (not purchasable with food stamps). At this particular lunch, we
actually served our guests at their tables as if they were in a restaurant. This will be a quarterly feature.
Left: Guests were choosing from over 100 books that were donated by club member Lion Anna Wilson
(second from right) who is downsizing to move into a retirement community. Right: Small guest with her book
selection “Eagles”.

On May 16th, the Lafayette LC Purdue
University Cancer Center Award went to
Dr. Chang-Deng Hu. He was nominated for
the award by his peers for his work on
determination of how prostate cancer
becomes resistant to treatment and
identifying new drug targets to improve
prostate cancer treatment.
Photo: Tim Bobillo, Director of
Development - Purdue University Cancer
Center, Jake Owens (graduate student) and
Lion Dave Ehlers, Cancer Award
Committee Chair. (Note: Dr. Hu could not
be present as he had to return to China for
his father's funeral).

INDIANA LIONS STATE CONVENTION
Saturday Luncheon Banquet
Left: PID Linda Tincher of Riley Twp. LC received her
6th diamond progressive Melvin Jones Fellowship from International Lions President Aggarwal at the state convention.

Above: PDG Charlie Short of Lafayette LC received his
1st Diamond Progressive Melvin Jones Fellowship from
International President Aggarwal.
Left: CC/IPDG Ross Drapalik of Martinsville Noon LC is
presented his 2nd Diamond Progressive Melvin Jones
Fellowship by International President Aggarwal.

Below: Lion Mark Owens, Trustee and Chairman of
Vision First, receives a Melvin Jones Fellowship from
International President Aggarwal.

Above: Lion Owen Matz of Frankfort LC received
his 1st Diamond Progressive Melvin Jones Fellowship
from International President Aggarwal.

Left: PDG Billy Chastain receiving his 1st
Diamond Progressive Melvin Jones Fellowship
from International President Aggarwal with PID
Wayne Madden looking on.

Right: A picture of all the Melvin
Jones Fellowship recipients, first time
recipients with their plaque, as well as
all the Progressive Fellows from all
seven Indiana districts.

Right: PDG Pat Short, Trustee and Chairman of the
Indiana Lions for the Indiana State School for the
Blind and Visually Impaired (ISBVI) state project,
along with Lion Andy Dybel 25A, Trustee and VP
for Indiana Lions Foundation, presented Dr Jim
Durst, Principal and Director of the ISBVI, with a
William P. Woods Award for all his work at the
school to enrich the lives of the students. During the
presentation, International President Aggarwal asked
Dr. Durst if he was a Lion. Upon receiving a negative
answer, IP Aggarwal inquired as to if he had ever
been asked. Upon receiving a negative answer, IP
Aggarwal asked him if he would like to join. With a
positive answer, IP Aggarwal sponsored a new Lion!

Vision Services Committee
Pioneer Awards and All-Star Awards
Below: PDG Charlie Short, State Chair of the Vision Services Committee, made presentations of the “Pioneer Award”
on behalf of the committee to the movers and shakers that have been doing vision services throughout the state over the
last 10 years. Also, outstanding current screeners were recognized with the “All Star” award This year, Indiana Lions
have exceeded the One Million mark of children screened in the last 10 years. This is a combination of both KidSight
and SchoolSight screenings throughout the state.
Below, right, PDG Charles Roth of 25C received the All-Star award, but holds the Pioneer Award presented to PDG
Ray Collins 25C, who was not able to attend.
Vision All-Star Award recipients from other districts were: Lion Angie Schmeltz 25A, Lion Pam Arnold 25B, Lion Rick
Wright 25D, Lion Ruth Beesley 25E, Lion Rev. Joe Foster 25F and PDG Marty Juel 25G.

Vision Pioneer Award recipients from other district were: PDG Patrick Rodriguez 25A, PDG Alan Arnold 25B, DGE
Isabel Atcheson 25D, PDG Gary Lawson 25E and PDG Jack Salsbery 25F, considered the first among Pioneers,

This year the Medical Advisory Panel for the Vision Services Committee has added two additional medical professionals.
Dr. Dan Neely, shown (left) with PDG Short, is Chair of the Vision Services Medical Advisory Panel and Professor of
Pediatric Ophthalmology at the IU Medical School. He also advises VisionFirst (Indiana Lions Eye Bank), and Orbis,
the flying eye surgical hospital. He is a past Chair of the Vision Screening Committee of the American Academy of
Pediatric Ophthalmology and Strabismus (AAPOS).
Lions Past International Director Dr. Hauser Weiler, (center) shown here with his wife Donna, is a former Navy
ophthalmologist, now in private practice in Virginia. He is Vice Chair for the Lions KidSight USA Foundation, and
brings wide knowledge of Lions programs around the nation.
Dr. Kathryn Haider (right) is a Pediatric Ophthalmologist at IU Riley, who brings special knowledge and talent regarding
the vision of special needs children.

Saturday Evening Banquet
Receiving Line
Right: Waiting for the Indiana Lions to come
through the receiving line are International
President Dr. Naresh Aggarwal, his wife Navita,
Lion Linda and Past International President
Wayne Madden, and current International
Director Nick Xinopolous and Lion Gretchen.

Left: 2nd Vice District Governor Elect Jim P. M.
Query beamed with the honor of escorting District
Governor Chloe Weyrauch into the banquet Saturday
evening at the Indiana State Lions Convention held in
Muncie. Here they are during the receiving line.

Left: District C was also represented at the Indiana
Lions State Convention by PDG Sara and PCC Vernon
Provines, who serves as State Comptroller for the
Indiana Lions through June 30, 2018. Although they
moved to Alabama earlier, they came back “home to
Indiana” to finish the duties and term of that office. It
was good to see them again. We (especially the
Spencer Lions) miss you!

Right: Council Chair Ross Drapalik and his lovely wife,
Lion Jennifer, took a brief moment to smile for the camera
before taking their places in the reception line to greet
Lions at the Saturday night banquet at the state convention.
(Photo provided by PID Linda Tincher)

Saturday Night Banquet
Introductions
Left: District Governor 25C Chloe Weyrauch, being
escorted by 2nd Vice District Governor Elect Jim PM
Query.

Right: MD25 Council Chair Ross Drapalik and Lion Jennifer
Drapalik.

Left: Past International Director Linda Tincher and
PDG Vern Tincher.

Above: Current Lions Clubs International Director Nick
Xinopolous and Lion Gretchen Xinopolous.

Left: Past International President Wayne Madden and
Lion Linda Madden.

Lions Clubs International President Dr. Naresh Aggarwal and his wife Navita at the Saturday Night Banquet.

Above and right: International President Dr.
Naresh Aggarwal during his presentation during
the Saturday Night Banquet..

Saturday Evening Banquet
Awards

Above: International President Aggarwal presented a
Presidential Medal to PDG Charles Roth as Governor
Chloe Weyrauch and Past International President
Wayne Madden look on. (Photo by PID Linda Tinch-

Above: International President Aggarwal presented a
Leadership Medal to Cabinet Treasurer Lion Karen
McKellar as Governor Chloe Weyrauch and Past
International President Wayne Madden look on.

Left: International President Aggarwal presented CC/
IPDG Ross Drapalik with a Leadership Medal, as
Past International Director Wayne Madden looks on.

Bottom Left: Lion Eric Dunn, Sergeant, Indiana State
Police and Law Camp endorser, receiving the Leadership Medal for his work with Law Camp from International President Aggarwal, with District Governor Keith
Thomas 25E and Past International President Wayne
Madden.
Below District Governor Keith Thomas 25E, Lion Eric
Dunn, wife Stephanie and PID Linda (Law Camp CoChair) took a moment for a photo.

