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SOME DISTRICT HISTORY 
DG BILL UHRIG 

 
In a six day period from 13 April through 18 April I was honored to partici-
pate in the 70th anniversary chartering celebrations of the Centerville and 
Decatur Central Lions Clubs.  That means these clubs were charted in the 
1940s.  It got me thinking.  How many clubs were chartered in the decade 
of the 40s and of those how many in 25F were chartered during the time the 
United States was involved in World War II? I looked at the period from 
December 8th 1941 the day after Pearl Harbor through  August 15th 1945 
the date President Truman announced the Japanese had surrendered ending 
WWII.  During that year I learned we added fourteen clubs for the almost 
four year period of WWII. Using our current roster book I noted we char-
tered twenty four clubs from January 1st 1940 to December 31st 1949 
which, of course, included the fourteen of the war years.  Total clubs added 
in the 1940’s far exceeded any other decade. If you are keeping score at 
home of the sixty-three existing clubs the  break down shows  the number 
added in the decade of the 20’s  was 6, 30’s had 8, 50’s had 8, 60’s had  3, 
70’s had 6, 80’s had 4, none in the 90’s, 2000 had  3 and 2010 had 1 (Greater 
Greenwood). (I know at points during the past 90+ years we’ve had other 
clubs who have relinquished their charters and these statistics are for the 
existing sixty three).    
Why all this?  Why did we add fourteen during the war years?  Was this a 
result of patriotism?  Was it because there were individuals who because of 
health, or other reasons, couldn’t serve in the military but felt an obligation 
to “serve” in some capacity.  They decided joining the Lions and “serving” 
with them satisfied their desire to be of assistance? I don’t know. When I 
think of all these clubs and the impact they’ve had in their communities it is 
hard to comprehend the number of hours devoted to “service” along with 
the individuals impacted by the works of the individual Lions and their clubs 
beginning with the District’s oldest Club Indianapolis Downtown chartered 
February 2nd 1921.   I know the figures were, and continue to be, astronomi-
cal in hours served and lives impacted as “We Serve” down through the 
years and will continue as  “We Serve” in future years. 
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Greetings Lions: 
  
April showers bring May Flowers as the rain is falling gently outside my window this morning 
while writing this article.   I trust your month has been productive as we wind down another year 
on the Lion calendar and begin to make plans for the start of another.  Officer elections should 
now be completed for the 2015/2016 year and I look forward to meeting new leaders across District 
25F.  We kicked off our club officer training across the District with record numbers attending 
meetings at Clermont and Franklin!  What a great opportunity to meet fellow leaders and develop 
the Strength in the Pride.  Check the District Calendar for future training dates in the month of 
May. 
This past month we celebrated two club anniversary’s with the Centerville and Decatur Central 
Lions Clubs celebrating 70 years in Lionism.  Both Clubs did an excellent job of showing the pride 
of past club history and accomplishments as well as looking towards the future with club spirit and 
growth.  I think about what motivated those Hoosiers during the war years to have the courage to 
start a club and assist their fellow man is what we still have today over three generations later. 
Speaking of starting a club.  Lions from all over District 25F have been working hard in North 
Vernon, Indiana to bring Lionism back to this great community.  I want to tip my cap to all the 
Lions who made this happen and for your time and dedication in chartering this club in April, 
2015!!  On a final note it looks like we will exceed our attendance goals for District 25F at the State 
Convention!  What great job the District Convention Team did headed up by PCC Sue Topf and 
with the encouragement and the daily promotion of our great District Governor Bill Uhrig! Let’s all 
Celebrate!! 
  
Sincerely, 
DGE John Brown 

Great News! 
A New Lions Club Formiing in 

North Vernon/Jennings County! 
 District 25F will soon have a new Lions Club in the North Vernon/Jennings County area. 
Some of you may remember that several years ago, in fact, there was a North Vernon Lions Club.  
However, membership dwindled and the club turned in its Charter. 
 That is not the case today!  There are already 21 confirmed members with more to come. 
You can see that they know there is need in the community and the new members are willing 
to serve to help the needy. 
  Starting a new club is not an easy task.  PDG Frank Ruane from District E has helped us 
to spearhead this project.  His knowledge of the area has been very beneficial.  Members of our 
district including DG Bill Uhrig, DGE John Brown, 1st VDGE Wayne Karanovich, 2nd VDGE 
Melissa Baker, PCC Steve Winegardner, CC Reed Fish, Lion Pat Vehorn and myself have made 
several trips to the area to spread the word that the Lions are coming! 
 The new club had a preliminary organizational meeting last week, and will have another 
more formal meeting next week.  Then we will be able to work on getting the new club  chartered.  
The club will be chartered this Lions year!  A date has not been set for any charter night festivities 
to begin.  News about that will come later. 
 If any Lion knows of anyone in the North Vernon/Jennings County area who might be in-
terested in joining a service club, please contact any of the names above, and we will reach out to 
them. 
 It’s a great day to be a Lion in District 25F.  As always, I am proud to be a Lion and hope 
you are, too!                                                 PCC Sue Topf 
   



CLUB OFFICERS/ZONE CHAIRS TRAINING 
 
District 25F Club Officers and Zone Chairs training will be conducted as follows: 
 
3 May 2015   Camp Woodsmoke, Greensburg LC sponsor 
    9219 E. CR 640 N. 
    Greensburg, IN  47240 
 
30 May 2015   Camp Woodsmoke, Greensburg LC sponsor 
    9219 E. CR 640 N. 
    Greensburg, IN 47240 
 
Training held at Camp Woodsmoke will start at 2:00 PM. 
Training will last approximately 2 hours. 
 
Club officers, especially Presidents, Secretaries, and Treasurers should plan on attending. 
Zone Chairs are encouraged to attend as it has been found that many responsibilities of 
that position are not being met. 
 
In the past, we have seen the same clubs represented time after time. We would like to see 
some new clubs participate. The information is current and applies to your club, especially 
in the coming year, as it pertains to programs for our 100th year.  
 
Any questions should be directed to: PDG Jack Salsbery, 317-409-5245, or dosals-
bery@att.net 
 
Jack Salsbery, PDG 
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Lions of 25 - F, 
 
One word instantly comes to mind when seeing the number of Lions from "F" who at-
tended the State Convention ----- AWESOME!!! 
Thank you for showing to our association's International President that Indiana can con-
duct important business and have fun at the same time. President Preston remarked that 
this was the best convention he has attended during his year and he certainly felt the pas-
sion from everyone. Everyone I spoke to had nothing but great things to say about their 
experiences.  
As always "F" accepts a challenge and rises to the occasion to tackle it like no other! Early 
indications are this was the largest attendance to our State Convention since 1999 and "F" 
had the largest representation of our seven districts. 
Again "Congratulations" and thank you for all you do! 
CC Reed  
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All flyers and news items must be received by the 20th of each month any received after that will be put in 
next month’s newsletter.  Any information must be sent to lions25f@yahoo.com 

New Members 
Club                          Member                     Sponsor 
Bright              Serta M. Cross                Peggy Waltz 
Bright    Kenneth Fey                   Peggy Waltz 
Bright    Paul M. Sillis                   Michael Bender 
Carthage   James W. Neal                Clair Wrightsman 
Carthage   Judith Neal                    Clair Wrightsman 
Columbus   Jerry Sharp                      Gerald Simo 
Decatur Central   Jack Butler                      Norma B. Gaston 
Decatur Central   Susan Kellum                  Norma B. Gaston 
Fountain City   Clara J. Pearson              Shirley Smith 
Indpls Washington Twp Ronald R. McPheron Jr   Ronald Bigham 
Indpls Washington Twp Charles J. Teague             Merle Goldman 
Lawrenceburg   Brian Jansen                    Thomas Palmer II 
Milan    Candice R. Lackman        Melissa Baker 
Milan    Jodi L. Williams               Melissa Baker 
Osgood   Kendall Hankins              Mary Ann McCoy 
Osgood   Tonya Hughes                 Michael Hughes 
Pike Township   Steven Lattimore Jr         Russell Metzler 
Richmond Noon  Denise Lanman               Dudley Fetzer 
Richmond Noon  Kimberly Poinsett           Dudley Fetzer 
Speedway   Lee J. Hyland                  Marilyn Pfisterer 
Vevay Switzerland CO  Trenton Ricketts             Hilbert Scudder 

Members We Have Said Our Last Good-Byes Too 
 
Hope                              Lion Sharon Crull 
Indpls Center Township  Lion Leon Motley 
Lawrence                           Lion Paul Baxter 
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Financial Suspension Update Multiple District 25 
  
Dear Officer, 
  
The association views club fiscal responsibility as a principal element to encourage membership 
growth.  As a result, the Financial Suspension Policy has been amended as follows: 
  
Currently, clubs have 120 days to pay outstanding balances before they are in jeopardy of automati-
cally being placed on suspension.  Effective July 1, 2015, clubs will have 90 days.  Cancellation will 
continue to occur after the 28th of the month following suspension if full payment is not received.  
However, clubs canceled more than twice will be ineligible for reactivation.  
  
This amended policy has serious consequences for clubs that have traditionally paid their club bal-
ances in excess of 90 days.   To prepare for this amendment, we recommend all club officers be-
come familiar with the amended policy and prepare to schedule payments as required. Officers 
should also prepare to review and update membership by visiting www.lionsclubs.org and con-
sider paying online. 
  
Please feel free to contact us at membershipbilling@lionsclubs.org should you require additional 
information. We trust all clubs will review their statements regularly, and will send the necessary 
payments to ensure their active status is protected. 
  
Accounts Receivable and Club Account Services 
300 W. 22nd Street 
Oakbrook, IL 60523-8842 
Email: membershipbilling@lionsclubs.org 

    

Helen Keller Day – June 1, 2015 
In 1971, the Board of Directors of Lions Clubs International declared June 1 Helen Keller Day. 

Born in Tuscumbia, Alabama, USA, in 1880, Helen Keller developed a fever at 18 months of age that left 
her blind and deaf. With the help of an exceptional teacher, Anne Mansfield Sullivan of the Perkins School 
for the Blind, Helen Keller learned sign language and braille. A few years later, she learned to speak. As an 
adult she became a tireless advocate for people with disabilities. And in 1925, she attended the Lions Clubs 
International Convention and challenged Lions to become "knights of the blind in the crusade against dark-
ness." The Lions accepted her challenge and our work ever since has included sight programs aimed at pre-
ventable blindness.   A video of Helen Keller's Speech at the 1925 International Convention at Cedar Point, 
Ohio can be viewed at http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/who-we-are/mission-and-history/helen-keller.php 
where you can also find a transcript of Helen’s speech. 
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Club Points 14-15 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 

Mother’s Day 

11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31       

May 2015 
Lions25F 
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Community Breakfast 
New Palestine Lions Club 

5242 W US 52 
New Palestine IN 

Saturday June 6, 2015 
8:00 – 11:00 

Pancakes, Biscuits & Gravy, Potatoes, Sausage, Coffee & Juice 



For more information go to our website www.thunderbeepball.org and it  
contains our 2015 schedule and fund raiser events.   
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ISBVI Work Day Saturday May 30, 2015 
 
My Dear Fellow Lions, 
 
Many years ago Helen Keller challenged Lions “…Will you not help me hasten the day when there shall 
be no preventable blindness; no little deaf, blind child untaught; no blind man or woman unaided?  I ap-
peal to you Lions, you who have your sight, your hearing, you who are strong and brave and kind.  Will 
you not constitute yourselves Knights of the Blind in this crusade against darkness?  I thank you. “  Lions 
answered emphatically, “Yes!” 
 
The Indiana Lions for the Indiana School for the Blind and Visually Impaired State Project will again 
sponsor a work day at ISBVI in Indianapolis on Saturday, May 30, 2015.  The huge campus of the ISBVI 
consists of 31 buildings located on 63 acres; and our work day provides the Lions of Indiana an excellent 
opportunity to put our “We Serve” motto into action as we contribute to campus beautification and im-
provement. 
 
The jobs for the day have not yet been completely decided upon.  The morning work session will consist 
of outside jobs and the afternoon work session will be inside jobs.  Lunch will be provided by the school. 
 
The schedule for the day will be: 

9:00 am:  Registration and donuts 

10:00 – Noon:  Morning work Session 

Noon – 1:00 pm:  Lunch 

1:00 – 3:00:  Afternoon work session 

 
Please complete the registration form found below and mail it or email its information to:   Lion Alan 
Arnold 
        595 E. State Rd. 124 
        Monroe, IN  46772 
        Email:  pamalarn@centurylink.net 
 
Thank you, 
 
Lion Alan Arnold 

 
 
Name: _______________________________________________   Phone:_____________________ 
 
Address: _____________________________________________  Club:________________________ 
 
City/State/Zip: ______________________________________  District________________________ 
 
Email: _________________________________________________ 

ISBVI Work Day Chair 
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District Governor Bill Uhrig 
5419 W 26th Street 
Indianapolis, In 46224 

HELP LIONS SERVE 
 

BRING IN A NEW 
MEMBER 

 

DISTRICT 25F NEWSLETTER 
May 2012  “MAKE A DIFFERENCE”  Volume 2 Issue 10 
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