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MD 5 COUNCIL 
CHAIRPERSON 2014-2015 
LION KENNETH WETZ 
NEWELL, SOUTH DAKOTA

It was truly an honor to serve as the MD Council Chair  

for the 2014-2015 year.  I gained much insight about 

the  level of commitment, the enthusiasm and the 

amount of  volunteer time, resources and energy that 

the Lions of the Multiple District expend to make their 

communities and  the world a better place to live and 

work. 

One of the wonderful highlights of this year has been the opportunity to attend the District and 

State conventions within the Multiple District.  I was able to witness the cabinet meetings, attend 

the convention programs and interact with the Lions from all over the Multiple District.  Lions 

Donna and I truly enjoyed the hospitality offered to us at each of the meetings.  It was a time to 

renew old friendships and meet new Lions and make new friends who work hard to further the 

goals of Lions.  At each meeting, I was inspired to see that the Lions of MD5 are truly working 

hard to “serve”.  Our experiences have certainly encouraged us to do more to be more dedicated 

Lions and work to make our district and multiple district a better organization that helps more 

people throughout the world. 

One of the biggest challenges that we as a Multiple District have faced this year is the membership 

levels.  In order to provide the financial resources to meet the needs of the multiple, we need to 

grow the membership to just maintain the status quo, but we have not been meeting that goal 

successfully for several years.  In order to help address the financial situation, there are a couple 

of bylaw changes that will help us streamline the organization. 

Our International President has made membership growth a priority and our district Governors 

have tried to develop goals and programs to meet the challenge.  The MD Global Membership and 

Leadership teams have worked to provide help and support to the district governors and it appears 

that the hard work by all is moving us in the right direction.  We have some new clubs organized 

and many districts are seeing some membership growth within the clubs.  Special thanks to the 

team members for the MD, Rob Hill, Neil Vollmer, Aaron Nagy, Pat Vannett and Gordon Zeigler. 

Another challenge we face in not new, but also a daunting one.  That is maintaining good 

communication in spite of the great distances that make our district leaders scramble to stay in 

touch and keep our clubs “in the loop”.  The use of technology has helped save travel time and 

resources that can be better used.  Also, the use of District Governor teams, which has helped the 

Districts and the Multiple District work toward common goals seems to be allowing some success 

for Governors to meet the goals established at the beginning of their terms. 

I would like to say Thank you to PCC Mike Brand, who serves as our Secretary/Treasurer.  His 

knowledge, experience and wisdom has made all our jobs easier as he works to keep us on task. 
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A special thanks to the IPDG who served on the following committees:  Lion Harry Engberg who 

chaired the Organization and Finance Committee, Lion Mike Blazek who chaired the Membership 

and Leadership committee and Lion Tom Armstrong who chaired the Service and Activities and 

Public Relations committee.  Their enthusiasm and dedication to Lions and leadership helped us 

all to be better Lions.  As we have worked together over the past four years, we have become 

friends who can and will help each other in our future endeavors as Lions. 

Thanks also to all the committee chairs for their work this past year.  They include:  Long Range 

Planning – Rick Pockett, International Liaison committee – Bruce Schwartz and Marvin 

Chambers, Centennial Planning – Garnet Davis, Constitution and Bylaws – Murray Linner, 

History – Mike Brand, Pin – Jan Wagner, Protocol – Marvin Chambers, Vice District Governor 

Training – Leo Grossman, Youth Exchange – Marie Boutin, Lions Opportunity for Youth – Ron 

Ewles, Information Technology – Elizabeth Flodell, Lions Alert – Tom Marquart , Sight 

Preservation, Awareness and Action – Kevin Vannett  , Hearing Preservation, Awareness and 

Action – Lewellyn Rustan , Diabetes Awareness and Action – Linda Vollmer, Public Relations – 

Mel Olson, 2015 MD5 Convention – Robert Littlefield,  International Relations – Maureen 

Meston-Pockett, 2015 Youth Camp – Donna Wetz. 

I want to thank PCC Rick Pockett for his help and guidance this past year and also to congratulate 

him on his new position for 2015-2016 as the Vice District Governor Trainer.  His knowledge and 

expertise will be an asset to all future District Governors. 

Finally, congratulations to Arlen Fetch as the Council Chairperson elect.  I am confident he will 

do a great job as Council Chair.  Also congratulations to state Reps Dennis VanAsch from South 

Dakota, Dwaine Heinrich from North Dakota and Provincial rep Murray Linner from 

Saskatchewan.    
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ANNUAL REPORT OF DISTRICT 5NE 
2014 – 2015 
LION DWAINE HEINRICH 
JAMESTOWN, NORTH DAKOTA 

There are several people I would like to acknowledge as my 
year as District Governor of District 5NE comes to a close.  
The first would be my wife, Joyce, who is always the first to 
support me whenever I get involved in community or other  
activities such as the Lions. 

I became District Governor because of the tragic illness that claimed the life of our good friend, the late 
Past First Vice District Governor Fran Romsdal. Although it has been an honor to serve as District 
Governor, I would rather still have Lion Fran with us. We all owe a debt of gratitude to Past District 
Governor Katherine Tweed for doing a second tour as District Governor to allow me to get up to speed 
enough to complete the journey started by Lion Fran. I would also like to acknowledge two Lions from 
my own Jamestown Lions Club, Kristi Anderson and Kathy Clemens for agreeing to fill the positions of 
District Secretary and Treasurer respectively. Their early and continued support has been very 
important. 

DISTRICT GOALS: 

Our goals this year included the perpetual goal of building and maintaining membership. There have 
been some bright spots with membership in certain areas and Clubs. In other areas the spots are not 
quite so bright. What this tells us is that it is the vitality of the local Club and the commitment of those 
Club members that truly drives membership. Having active vibrant Clubs with good leadership is the 
key to membership retention and growth. Work must continue on this never ending issue. At this point 
we are uncertain where we will be with membership as the year ends. However, it appears that the goal 
of having a membership increase may be elusive.  

This year our District introduced the concept of a true District Governor team with visitations to the 
Clubs being shared by the District Governor, the First Vice District Governor, and Second Vice District 
Governor. This change was brought about for several reasons. One would be to open up the opportunity 
for one to be a District Governor to individuals who may not be retired or self-employed where they 
may be able to take the time off necessary to complete the required of being a District Governor. 
Another, and perhaps more important, reason is that with the goal of having visited half of the Lions 
Clubs in our District prior to becoming District Governor, one will be more familiar with our District, 
the leaders within the District and therefore be a more effective Governor for our District. 

From all reports it appears that this change has been well accepted by the District Governor team and the 
Clubs within our District. 

Another goal this year was to develop a succession planning committee or system that might better 
identify future leaders for our District. In the past it has been the responsibility of the District Governor 
to appoint all District Cabinet positions. With the size of our District and identifying the individuals 
can be a difficult task. This continues as an ongoing effort, certainly the shared visitations by the 
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District Governor team will aid in this regard. We will need to continue the work of succession 
planning for our District as identifying new leaders is so very important. 
SPRING RALLY: 

For a number of years now our District has not held a District-wide Spring Rally or Leadership Seminar. 

Having considered this and in discussion with the District Governor team, it was decided to attempt 
to reestablish a Spring Leadership Rally in our District. We are aware that this is the system used by 
our Lion friends in the west District of North Dakota and we would like to copy their success. Our 
past efforts to have leadership training in various locations throughout the District has not proven to 
be as successful as needed.  

The Spring Leadership Rally for our District is to be held on April 18 at Valley City State University 
and will be in conjunction with the District Cabinet Meeting. This first year will be a work in 
progress and it is hoped that this effort will continue over the next few years and become a District 
event which will attract current and emerging Lion leaders for the education and training so necessary 
to be an effective Lions leader. 

GREAT PLAINS LIONS LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE: 

Our District is honored to be the site of the Great Plains Lions Leadership Institute for the years 2015 
and 2016. This important Lions Leadership Institute will be held at the University of Jamestown and 
will hopefully will bring in many Lions from Iowa, Missouri, Nebraska, North and South Dakota, and 
Saskatchewan for a 2½ day training program.  This is a first for North Dakota and our District and 
hopefully will be a very successful event. 

LIONS PROGRAMS: 

District 5NE has active Lions Clubs involved in many different Lions programs. Our Lions Clubs 
continue to collect eye glasses and we thank the Fargo Lions for their continued work in cleaning, 
reading, and packaging eye glasses for distribution. Service Dogs for America of Judd, ND continues to 
be a source of active involvement and pride for many of our Lions Clubs not only in our District but 
across the state of North Dakota. 

This year has been a special year for Leader Dogs of Rochester Hills, Michigan and their Capital 
Campaign to modernize that facility. PID Bruce Schwartz of Bismarck is the North and South Dakota 
Sector Leader for that effort. The Lions of our District and of North Dakota have responded very 
favorably and we look forward to exceeding the $150,000 goal set for North and South Dakota. 

The Sight 4 Kidz vision screening effort is off and soon will be running across the state of North Dakota. 
Special thanks to the dedicated Lions who took the initiative to get this program started. 

The State Convention in Jamestown was a success both for the activities as well as financially. Lions 
Sandy Wurgler of the Rugby Lions and Mary Ann Zwinger of the Carrington Lions were awarded the 
International President’s Certificate of Appreciation. 
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INTERNATIONAL DIRECTOR: 

Our District was honored at the International Convention in Toronto, Canada when Lion Robert 
Littlefield of the Fargo Lions Club was elected to the position of International Director. Our 
congratulations go out to Lion Robert and Kathy. Without question or doubt they will represent 
our District, our State and our Multi-District in a manner which we can all be proud.  

MULTIPLE DISTRICT 5 CONVENTION: 

This year, the Multiple District 5 Convention will be held in Fargo. A lot of work has and is being done 
by the Lions of Fargo to make this Convention a success as our new leaders prepare for the International 
Convention in Honolulu in July. 

INTRODUCTION OF THE GOVERNOR ELECT: 

Lion Rick Swenson and his wife Lion Kristi Swenson from the New Rockford Lions Club, will lead 
your District well in 2015-2016. 

Lion Rick has extensive experience working as a Lion in his Club and beyond. Lion Rick is a people 
person who loves being involved with Lions Programs. Lion Kristi is a vision screener and will also 
serve as District Secretary. 

Lion Rick is a former teacher who is now employed by the city of New Rockford and has been a Lion 
for many years. 

Welcome Lions Rick and Kristi. 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF DISTRICT 
5NW 2014-2015 
LION ARLEN FETCH 
MANDAN, NORTH DAKOTA 

To serve as District Governor for District 5NW has  

truly been an honor for me.    I would be amiss if I  

failed to extend a huge “Thank You” to all the  

members and clubs in our District who received  

Sherry and I so openly and hospitably and  

contributed to any success our District may have  

experienced this year.  I had a strong conviction  

this year that the District Governor should do all  

the visitations to clubs. 

I am happy to report that as of the end of the third quarter I have visited 45 of the 47 clubs in our 

District.  Each and every visit has been special and will carry lasting memories for me. 

My theme for this year was “Fun Is Fundamental”.  My club visitation presentations were very 

“grass-roots” Lions.  I used a 5-point presentation:  Visitations, visibility, service, recognition, 

and “tooting your own horn”.  A visitation is something we have gotten away from and 

something that I really stressed.  I established a “Club Visitation Challenge” to promote 

visitations by challenging all clubs to make at least 3 visitations to other clubs.  Visibility and 

service go hand in hand in that I stressed service and making sure that people knew it was the 

Lions performing that service.  Recognition on the very basic level is important.  Be it a pat on 

the back or a simple “good job” goes a long way to creating better Lions.  “Toot your own horn” 

was my way of saying it’s OK to put articles in the paper to promote what we do or have done, 

nobody else will do it for us. 

My goal for District 5NW membership for the year was to increase new membership by 150 new 

members and to keep the number of dropped members below 100.  As of March 31 we are 

showing 92 new members as opposed to 80 dropped members for a net growth of 12 members.  

However, at least 10 new members have been added since then and next month I will be 

inducting at least 3 more new members.  My goals are still achievable and our District will show 

positive growth for the first time in many years.  I have a new club workshop set for May to try 

to restart a club that disbanded. We have lost no clubs during the year. 

Our State Convention was held in October in Jamestown.  The State Convention Planning 

Committee did a wonderful job of putting this event together.  There truly was something for 

every level of Lion and also guests.  One District Governor from South Dakota and one District 

Governor from Saskatchewan attended our State Convention and also a 1st Vice District 

Governor from northern Saskatchewan. The convention was well attended with quite a few 

younger members there for their first convention.  They developed a new enthusiasm for Lions 

that they didn’t have before.  International Director Mike Molinda gave us a great presentation 

and was just a pleasure to be around.  Guest Speaker Lion Gail Hamilton, who is blind, gave us a 

very inspirational presentation…WOW! 
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The MD5 Youth Exchange camp was held in Medora, North Dakota this last summer.  The camp 

was definitely a success with 44 participants.  Over half of them were from foreign countries. 

The “Sight for Kidz” program sponsored by the Lions Foundation of ND was introduced into our 

District this year with a very positive response.  I personally feel that this program is going to be 

so good for Lions Clubs across the state.  Suffice it to say that I strongly support this program.  

Thanks go to Lion Pat Vannett for getting this going.  Our PR grant that we received from LCI 

this year was dedicated to advertising for this program. 

We held our Spring Rally in Washburn on March 23, we had 122 registrants, which is a very 

good number.  Again we had younger Lions in our District attend, again a good sign as they 

seem to be motivated by these events.  Hats off to the Washburn Lions for making this a very 

successful Spring Rally.  Our guest speaker for the event was International Director Bill 

McKinney from Illinois.  He and his travelling companion Lydia gave us a stirring presentation. 

I also had the pleasure of giving out some awards during the course of the year.  I had the 

pleasure of presenting 5 International President’s Certificates of Appreciation.  The first two 

were presented at our State Convention.  Lion Butch Frank from New England received the first 

one for his work on the directory and his tireless work as IT Chair for the District.  I have always 

said that when you call Butch and ask him to do something he’s already got it done.  The second 

Certificate went to Lion Herman Schafer of the Mandan Dacotah Lions, who served as our 

cabinet secretary,  He has always been an inspiration for me and did as good as anyone can at 

keeping me in line and to task. 

The next 3 Certificates of Appreciation were presented at our Spring Rally.  I presented one to 

District Governor Elect Judy Beaudry from Washburn because I felt she never really got the 

recognition she deserved for the terrific job she did with the MD5 Youth Camp.  She also spear-

headed the Spring Rally, both projects were big successes.  Lion Mark Koller of New England, 

our 1st VDG, also received one for his enthusiasm and the excitement for Lions that I have seen 

continue to blossom in him over this last year.  Not to mention the countless hours he has 

listened to me bounce ideas off him and to temper me when my thinking was not right.  Last but 

not least to be presented with a Certificate of Appreciation was my wife, Lion Sherry Fetch, 

whom quite simply I couldn’t have completed this year without.  Her 110% support of what I 

may want to accomplish in my life truly keeps me going.  My thanks to all five recipients. 

Our Peace Poster contest winner was a young artist from Watford City who was sponsored by 

the Arnegard Lions Club.  We also had one club complete the Centennial Service Challenge 

from our District.  That club is the Williston Korner Lions.  At the MD5 convention we will also 

be presenting a Senior Counselor Award to Lion Ed Grunett from Hazen. 

In closing I would like to present the new District 5NW District Governor team for the Lions 

year 2015-2016.  Your new District Governor will be Lion Judy Beaudry from Washburn.  Lion 

Mark Koller from New England will be your new 1st Vice District Governor.  The new kid on 

the block serving as 2nd Vice District Governor will be Lion Tim Johnson from the North Star 

Lions Club of Bismarck.  I wish them the best during their year and I know they will serve 

District 5NW well and do what needs to be done to keep our District strong.  
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ANNUAL REPORT OF DISTRICT 5 SKS 
2014-2015 
LION MURRAY LINNER
INDIAN HEAD, SASKATCHEWAN

My main goal this year was to continue with and expand 
upon the District Governor Team concept that we started  
last year.   The massive physical size increase of our District,  
after redistricting in 2010 made this concept a necessity.  The  
District Governor Elect and the 1st Vice District Governor Elect  
share the Annual Club Visits with the District Governor, The  
travel days for each is greatly reduced and the experience gained much better prepares them for 
their year as District Governor.  All of the Clubs in the District have embraced this concept, as 
each is visited individually without the need for multi-Club visits. 

My Goals for this year were to start two new clubs and to increase the number of willing Lions 
who wish to accept Leadership roles.  The extension efforts in White city/Emerald Park have 
proven to be extremely difficult, but interest is increasing and a new club there will be formed 
in the near future. 

 Our membership is down slightly, for the most part due to the loss of two clubs and as stated a 
lack of new clubs.  A Leo Club is currently being developed in Moose jaw under the guidance of 
the Moose Jaw Early Bird Lions Club.  Our GMT was rather diminished by the loss of two of its 
members to illness, 2nd VDG Terry McAleese and PDG Lorne Olver.  As a result of his illness, 
2nd VDG Terry resigned as VDG, 2nd VDGE Karen Holmes moved into the 2nd VDG position 
from VDGE and Lion Diane Johnston was elected to the 2nd VDGE position.  Subsequently, 
Lion Diane became ill and resigned. Lion Terry (who made a remarkable recovery) was re-
elected as 2nd VDGE for the District.

On the Leadership side, our District decided to fund ten individuals (Zone Chairs, etc.) to attend 
the Great Plains Lions Leadership Institute for each of the next two years.  As well, 5 SKS and 
SKN held our second joint Leadership Rally in Craik, April 11th.  The Rally includes Club 
Officer Training, Zone Chair Training, a Certified Guiding Lion Course and Presenters of Topics 
of Interest and Inspiration for all Lions.  The attendance was up by about 1/3 from last year.  We 
also offer Club Officer Training at the Zone level for those who cannot attend the Rally. 

As my year comes to a close, I would like to introduce the District Governor Team for next year; 
District Governor Elect  Eunice Cameron is from the Regina Beach Lions Club, 1st Vice District 
Governor Elect Karen Holmes from the Eston 95 Lions Club and 2nd Vice District Governor 
Terry McAleese from the Regina Beach Lions Club.  Both Lion Eunice and Lion Karen have 
attended the Advanced Lions Leadership Institute.  A great District Governor Team, all very 
qualified and devoted Lions who will serve the District well.  I offer them my full support and 
wish them all very successful terms as the Leaders of our District. 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF DISTRICT 5 SKN 
2014 – 2015 
LION ELLIE MAE BISHOP 
NORTH BATTLEFORD, SASKATCHEWAN 

I would like to express my thanks for the opportunity to 
be your District Governor for the past year.  It has been  
a great experience.  I loved visiting with the clubs and  
finding out about all the wonderful things the Lions  
in my District have been and are continuing to do.   
As Lion Nick said two years ago it’s a great family to belong to. 

As the President’s theme for this year-“ Strengthen the Pride “ addressed, I have  strengthened 
my pride in this organization, we can do amazing things when we pool our resources (not just 
financial)  Our Convention last fall was a collaborative adventure.  Well done and Thank you.  
I had a great time and did not have to worry about things getting done. 

My goal of membership increase of one member over and above July 1, 2014 for each club has 
not quite been met, however some clubs have increased significantly.   Thank you.  The 
Membership Drive will be forth coming I am sure. 

My goal of one new club has not been accomplished where I was hoping, however I know 
that will be my personal objective in the future.  There have been strides in this vein with a 
branch club.  We did however lose one club. 

As for the third goal the training for zone and region chairs.  That I set out to accomplish and 
started with great gusto however I have dropped the ball and apologize to those concerned and 
hope that  in the future we can continue with the training.  We did have more training at our 
Rally in Craik recently, and understand from participants that this was well received.  The 
training of Lions is crucial as we reach the milestone of 100 years of service around the world, 
and particularly if we see a future for Lionism.  The world is constantly changing and we also 
have to embrace those changes and move forward, together.  There is a lot of training available 
to those who are interested, not just at rallies and webinars, but through the internet and My LCI 
we can receive information at our leisure, when we are available. 

As I reminisce on the past year I think of all the great Lions I have met and now consider friends 
and all the projects and events we attended and all the fun and fellowship along the way.  Thank 
you fellow Lions. 

Thank you for your generous gifts to my charities of choice, I’m quite sure the moneys will 
be put to good use. 

At this time as I pass the gavel to DGE Garry Jopko and Lion Gail I wish them success and 
enjoy your year. 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF DISTRICT 5 SW 
2014 - 2015 
LION JULAINE A. ARIENT-ROLLMAN, 
RAPID CITY, SOUTH DAKOTA 

ACHIEVEMENT OF YOUR GOALS FOR THE YEAR 

Lions in 5SW were asked to have FUN because people  

will be attracted to our Pride, if they do.  Lions were asked 

 to donate $10,000.00 to LCIF, the strong arm of our  

organization.  5SW surpassed this goal in January,  

announced at the State Convention in Rapid City 100% of  

clubs were asked to donate to Leader Dog, the kennel  

project and to Leader Dog in any way they could so those 

in need of a Guide Dog could receive one.   

The GMT-D team was tasked with developing three new clubs, and working on rebuilding weak 

clubs.  Two are chartered and the third is nearly ready for chartering.  GLT-D was tasked with 

developing leadership through training the Zone Chairs and Club Officers.  Training was 

provided to 6 of the 7 Zone Chairs and club officers who were interested in receiving it. 

MEMBERSHIP 

A goal was set to have a realistic positive increase of 15% in new and Charter membership to 

surpass the past previous five year average in order to move the District forward from a downhill 

trend to get off of “provisional” status.  At the time of this report, the District is at a +48 

membership increase.  However, this is subject to change in the next 2.5 months.  A goal of 18% 

retention was set and to date, we dropped 97 Lions vs a 135, the five year average.  Our Lions 

are having fun, they are Asking One and they are trying to Keep One.   

EXTENSION  

The RC Community Pride Lions Club (with the support of PDG’s Gary Johnson and Doug 

Scheller of the RC Rushmore LC and Larry Burkhead of the RC Metro LC and Cabinet Officers) 

and the RC SDSM&T Lions Club, a campus club, (with the support of Lions Dennis Schaar and 

Ron Bunnell of the RC Downtown LC, PDG Gary Johnson of the RC Rushmore LC, and 

Cabinet Officer) are officially chartered.   

GMT-D Bob Haskell and Zone 1 Chair Ila Davis are working hard on chartering the Mobridge 

Lions Club.  Only 3 more members are needed to officially Charter.  This goal is realistic before 

6/20/15.   

Whitewood has serious interest in developing a Lions Club with the support of Zone 3 Chair Tim 

Brown, CC Ken Wetz and other Zone members.   

The Newell Leo Lions Club had their Charter night on 10/21/14, aponsored by the Newell LC.  

Custer LC is in the process of developing a Leo Club.   
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Work started on a campus club at Black Hills State University by finding a faculty advisor who 

wants to work with the students and the Spearfish LC.  This club will most likely be chartered in 

the beginning of the fall semester of 2015.   

A number of clubs in the District are low in membership.  The Wall LC dropped to 4 members.  

GMT-D Bob Haskell, with team support helped to increase their membership by 150%.  5SW 

has much work to do to revitalize low membership clubs.   

Guiding Lion Training was planned and scheduled on 9/6/14 with PID Barbara Toosley from 

Indiana.  A glitch at LCI regarding her travel arrangements forced us to cancel the training at the 

last minute.  The goal was to have 2 Guiding Lions per weak club to rebuild them.  This goal is 

still in progress and is needed. 

Our next report will show that the Belle Fourche Northern Lights LC members transferred to the 

Belle Fourche LC.  The club no longer has a member and is in Status Quo.  Lions were not 

dropped, and the other club is now co-ed. 

PROGRESS REPORT ON INVOLVEMENT OF CURRENT INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMS 

Lion Donna Wetz is our Chair for the Youth Camp and other youth projects.  5SW will host the 

MD5 Youth Camp at Camp Kinship from 7/12-18/15.  The lady Lions in MD5 brought quilt 

blocks to the last Council of Governors and assembled a beautiful quilt to raffle to help defray 

the costs for the camp.   

Lion Linda Vollmer put on a wonderful skit as Mini Pearl at the Fall Rally, presented to clubs 

within 5SW and provided information regarding Diabetes at as many venues as possible. 

Guide Dogs are near and dear to my heart, as you know I have Sable, my devoted Guide Dog 

and an official inducted member of the Evening Star Lions Club.  She attended almost every 

Club visit and motivated people to donate to Leader Dog.  I hope we will meet the 100% 

donation requested.  I do know Sable’s presence made an impact on clubs to donate. 

1st VDGE Terry Peterson persisted in his efforts to have a Speak-Off high school representative 

for the MD5 Convention Speech Contest.  We learned we had other competition that was more 

prestigious for the students that interfered with his efforts.   

GLT-D John Daum had Zone and Officer Training at our Fall Rally and State Convention.  He 

visited numerous clubs to explain the importance of Leadership for the District’s future and that 

of their clubs.   

GMT-D Bob Haskell, with the support of the Cabinet, took his job seriously and contacted every 

Zone Chair and Cabinet Officer’s to help develop a club within each Zone; and to revitalize 

weak clubs within their Zone.  Five Zones took up the challenge, Zone 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5.     

President Joe Preston requested 100 million acts of kindnesses to be completed by Lions around 

the world in the next 4 years.  This was promoted at each club visit.  Clubs accepted the 

challenge and have engaged in projects in Environment, Hunger, Vision and Youth for LCI’s 
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Centennial celebration.  Clubs in the 5SW are achieving the Four Diamond patch for their acts of 

kindness.   

1st VDGE Terry Peterson and I met to plan on how to use our portion of the $20,000/00 PR 

Grant received by MD5 as it relates to 5SW.  The promotion of Lionism through the Vision 

Screening process will be done through a series of ads in local and area papers.  Ads will address 

vision screenings that have been on-going by several organizations and will include eyeglass 

collection sites, calendar sales to promote vision issues and the Sight & Service Committee in 

Rapid City efforts to help individuals in need.  Terry submitted ads in the Aberdeen paper and 

the Pierre Capitol Journal.  Future ads will be published in the Rapid City Journal and the weekly 

newspapers for Hot Springs and Belle Fourche/Newell.  Ads will include the opportunity for 

citizens to donate to the vision screening efforts and to join various Lions Clubs.  Funds will be 

used until gone.  Lions Clubs in 5SW, the SD Lions Foundation and Northern Plains Eye 

Foundation will be asked to provide any feedback from the ads by the public to assist with the 

vision screening.   

There will be a District Tree Planting after the 4th Cabinet Meeting for Environment. 

AWARDS EARNED BY SUB-DISTRICT OR MEMBER 

PDG Ken Gifford, RC Rushmore LC, will be honored with a Presidential Medal at the MD5 

Convention for his dedicated work with the Children’s Vision Screenings, the SDLF and his 

club’s projects.   

PDG Wanda Mitchell, Hill City LC, was honored with her induction to the SD Lions Hall of 

Fame, at the State Convention in January of 2015. 

PDG Elaine Hendrickson, Hill City LC, will receive the Senior Counselor Award for 10 years of 

service as a Lion since she served as DG.   

Lions George Brown, Donna Wetz, Bob Haskell and Gary Johnson received Presidential 

Certificates of Appreciation, this year, at the Fall Rally and the State Convention for their 

dedicated service to Lions. 

A Melvin Jones Fellow was given to Lions Gordon Quam - Piedmont LC and Darrell Tilberg - 

Onida Wheatland LC.  CC Ken Wetz - Newell LC will be award a MJF at the MD5 Convention. 

Henry Baker Awards honored Bobbi Tyler and Jon Crane - Hill City LC, Paul Olson - Presho 

Medicine Creek LC and Harold Loffelmacher – RC Rushmore LC. 

5SW received 105 longevity letters and chevrons to be presented to Lions during club visitations.  

The most memorable one was given to Lion Robert A. Burke, a 50 year Charter Monarch 

Chevron, at the Chamberlain LC’s 50th Anniversary celebration. 

Chamberlain LC and New Underwood LC celebrated their 50th anniversary, Custer LC 

celebrated their 70th anniversary and Lemmon LC will celebrate their 85th anniversary.   
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The Centennial Service Challenge to benefit 100 million people by June of 2018, in celebration 

of our 100th Anniversary, has awarded the Four Diamond Banner Patch to the Custer, Newell and 

Presho Medicine Creek Lions Clubs for 2014/15 for completion of projects for Youth, Vision, 

Hunger and Environment.   

In honor of Sable, my devoted Guide Dog, the Sable Award was instituted to honor members in 

each club for their altruistic dedication to Lionism.  This award was presented to individuals who 

are the backbone of their club, who are always willing to lend a hand to help others and who are 

supportive of their Pride and their community.  This was one of the best tasks I could have done 

this year.  To meet these people, honor them and get to know them was one of the most awesome 

experiences in my life.  It is amazing to know that so many people are willing to give of 

themselves to others.  They deserved to be honored. 

OTHER TOPICS OF IMPORTANCE TO THE GOVERNOR 

I thank my husband, Lion Ken, for being my best supporter, my best friend and motivating me 

when I needed it the most.  He would always tell me how proud he was of me, encourage me and 

help in any way he could.  He believed in me and what we do as Lions.  I thank God every day 

for Ken and Sable.  I owe Lions much gratitude for Sable.  I would not have her in my life if it 

wasn’t for Lions.  Sable’s visits to clubs and other events allowed Lions to see how important a 

guide dog is, and this helped, not only me, but with Leader Dog donations.  Thank you for Being 

a Lion! 

I thank my co-workers - Lion Stan Hohn and Bonny Lund, as we coordinated work with club 

visits; my Transportation Secretary – PDG Doug Scheller; Zone Chair 4 Carla Jobgen – who 

took me to every club in her Zone; CC Ken Wetz, 1st VDGE Terry Peterson and 2nd VDGE Tim 

Brown – who took me with them to Minot; PID John Daum; PDG’s Gary Johnson, Orland 

Paulsen, Ted Pukas and Bob Haskell; Lions George Brown, Ron Bunnell, Carlyle Nelson and 

Frances Waits who took me to Club Visits and other Lions Functions.  Their assistance with 

transportation made my job much easier this year.   

I had an amazing Cabinet team this year and thank them for their skills, abilities, knowledge, 

wisdom and expertise.  It takes a year to learn how to be a District Governor.  These folks know 

and practice every day, our Motto, “We Serve.”   

INTRODUCTION OF THE GOVERNOR ELECT & PLEDGE OF SUPPORT. 

5SW’s DGE is Chuck Edwards.  He has been a member of the Lemmon LC since ’07, served as 

club President and Zone 1 Chair for 2 years.  He placed his bid for the 2nd VDGE position during 

the Fall Rally in Belle Fourche.  Chuck has many skills and abilities, serves as a minister to 3 

Churches in the Prairie Parrish Community and he has the Heart of a Lion because he is willing 

to serve others, no matter their lot in life.  Due to Chuck’s tender heart, his friendship to all and 

his willingness to serve, he will be a wonderful District Governor in 2015/16.  My husband, Ken, 

guide dog, Sable and I wish DGE Chuck Edwards nothing but the best in his future ventures as 

District Governor next year, and we pledge our total support to him. 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF DISTRICT 5 
SE 2014 - 2015 
LION DENNIS VAN ASCH 
MILLBANK, SOUTH DAKOTA 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the  

Lions in 5SE for the support, friendship, and hospitality 

this past year.  It was very interesting visiting clubs  

throughout the District.  Each club whether small or  

large has their own unique way of serving their  

communities.  These communities are much better off  

by having an active Lions club. 

I would like to thank all of my cabinet members who have worked so hard in their 

respective positions.  Out District would not be as strong as we are without you Lions. 

In my club visits I have stressed our LCI theme for this year “Strengthen the Pride” 

through service in your communities, increasing membership, collaboration with other 

service organizations and through publicity in each community or as I approach the 

subject “Lions are the best kept secret”.  So many clubs do projects but they don’t 

publicize who, what, and where.  A few club do a good job of getting news in their local 

newspapers and radio stations which I commend them for.  

In membership we are showing a positive grown of plus 20 in the District as of April 

30th.  I do know there are several seniors in our Northern State Campus club who will be 

graduating in May so I expect some drops with the Campus Club.  I have been stressing 

the family memberships and families working together on projects. 

Our Lions Alert project is still a work in progress.  Lion Tom Marquardt is heading up 

this program.  He has been working with Lake Area Technical Institute in Watertown to 

have students build a trailer which we can take to any area that is might be needed.  He 

has secured the ham radio club in Watertown to equip this trailer with a ham radio and 

they will provide an operator.  The trailer will be equipped with flood lights that can be 

elevated, a generator and some cooking and storage facilities. 

As my year winds down, I will cherish all the friends I have made this year and over the 

years.  It has been an enjoyable year and a learning experience I will never forget.  My 

year went well other than a few bumps along the way with my health issues. 

I will give my support to our new District Governor Lion Jerry Voss. Lion Jerry has spent 

20 years in the military and is now retired.  He has been a member of the Beresford Lions 

Club for 18 years. 
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