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Geraldine was the 5th of 7 children in 

the Aby family.  She was born in Pierre, SD 

and lived in Canning, SD until the age of 6.  

At that time the family moved to Owanka, SD 

where her father had taken a new position 

with the Chicago and North Western Railroad 

(CNNW) 

She was lucky enough to begin her 

education in a one-room rural school with all 

8 grades being represented.  Oft times older 

students would assist the teacher with younger 

students.  Geraldine also attended a rural high 

school.  She moved to Pierre, SD shortly after 

graduation for a job opportunity. 

At the age of 33, Geraldine faced the 

largest challenge of her life.  She became ill, allergic to medication, and eventually 

was transferred to St. Mary’s hospital in Rochester, Minn.  There her chances of 

survival were not in her favor.  However, she had a husband standing beside her 

and two young children she wanted to see grown with children of their own.  There 

was just too much to be done, for her life to end.  After almost three months in 

Rochester, and a life-saving operation Geraldine was on her way home to Pierre.  

She often has said she shook hands with the devil, but God had other plans for her, 

and she still wonders what those plans are. 

Geraldine was raised in very small communities where everyone stepped up 

to get a job done.  Her mother and father were great examples of being involved 

and always volunteering.  Perhaps that is why she is a very active volunteer in the 

Pierre Community.  She was a 4-H leader, Big Sister-Big Brother program, Hughes 

Co. Cancer Society, River City Toastmasters, Chairperson for Fishing has no 

Boundaries for 5 years, Sunday school Superintendent, and SS teacher, Reading 

Buddies, youth bowling coach, GFWC, Master Gardeners, Pierre Chamber of 

Commerce, Tour guide at Capitol, and Pierre/Ft. Pierre Lions Club.  She was a 

State employee for 34 years, retiring in 2009. 

Geraldine is very lucky to have a beautiful and loving family.  Dawn, son-in-

law Donald, Son Rip; Grandchildren Rashelle, Terrell, and Cay’d; great-

grandchildren, Noah, Benji, Easten, Olivia, Noah, and ?? to be born in July.   

She really believes Melvin Jones philosophy of ‘you can’t get very far until 

you start doing something for somebody else.”  Life is Good! 


