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A Message from DG Lynde 

 

 
 
About 128 years ago a newspaper editor 

received a letter from a little girl, Virginia 

O’Hanlon.  She sent a letter to the “New 

York Sun” newspaper.  Her father had said 

if you see it in the Sun, then it is true.  The 

editor, Francis Church, published his 

response.  If I had received that letter today, 

I would reply this way. 

Dear Virginia, Santa Claus lives in our 

hearts and fulfills our dreams.  He works all 

year long, to provide for those who cannot. 
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He helps some go to college.  He enables 

some to see.  He feeds the needy.  He 

sends kids to camp to learn skills they never 

dreamed they had.  Does this sound like 

someone you know or have seen?  Think 

back.  Those people wearing Gold and 

Purple parking cars.  Those people wearing 

gold vests while passing out water at a 

parade.  Those same people collect food for 

the needy, sharing their time so that others 

may have what they have.  Yes Virginia, 

there is a Santa Claus.  Santa is the many 

women and men that give their time, energy 

and money to help other people.  They give 

their time unselfishly so that others may 

have what they have.  They sweat, walk, cut 

weeds, ask for food just so they can go 

home and know that they have made 

someone’s life better.  They do not ask for 

anything for themselves.  These are the 

Santa’s of today.  They will not come down 

your chimney on Christmas morning, but 

rest assured when they say their prayers, 

they thought of you.  So, Virginia, when you 

are older, consider being a LION. 

Thank you to each and every one of you 

(and we’re growing!).  PDG Mark and I want 

to wish each of you a very Merry Christmas 

and a Happy New Year. 

HERE’S TO 2026 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  



Welcome New Members! (data as of 12/18/2025) 

 
October 2025 (members not previously listed in the newsletter) 
        Name    Club    Sponsor   
Jesus Chavez PHD  Brownsville Nite  PDG Lion Joe Ponce 
Jimmy McCombs  Ingleside North Bay  Lion Luana Martin 
Cecilia Carrillo   International   Lion Jaime Saenz 
Jon Hale   McAllen Evening  Lion Felix Escobedo 
 

November 2025 
        Name    Club    Sponsor   
Enrique Cruz   Brownsville West  Lion Ruben Garcia 
Noe Gonzalez   Brownsville West  Lion Laura Marquez 
Richard Hitchcox  Brownsville West  Lion Laura Marquez 
Mark Paredes   Brownsville West  Lion Martha Cramer 
Robert Saenz   Brownsville West  Lion Ruben Garcia 
Joaquin Villarreal  Brownsville West  PDG Lion Dr. Joe Hinojosa 
Nathan Watson  Brownsville West  Lion Brenda Watson 
Maria Caballero  Delta Area   Lion Sheena Cox 
Luis Slayton   Delta Area   Lion Sheena Cox 
Rodney De Jean  Kingsville Noon  Lion Derek Conley 
Ida Villarreal   Mercedes   Lion Belinda Villarreal 
Medardo Villarreal  Mercedes   Lion Leandro Villarreal 
 

December 2025 
        Name    Club    Sponsor   
Rodney De Jean  Kingsville Noon  Lion Derek Conley 
Shannon Cerda  Mission   Lion Kathy Detweiler 
Dalia Garcia   Mission   Lion Kathy Detweiler 
Isabel Vasquez  Mission   Lion Lisa Rivera 
Chesca Jennings  Portland   Lion Scott Marion 
Maria Avila   Rio Grande City  Lion Alberto Barrera 
Raul Avila   Rio Grande City  Lion Alberto Barrera 
Armandina Villarreal  Rio Grande City  Lion Alberto Barrera 
Jose Villarreal   Rio Grande City  Lion Alberto Barrera 
Jose Villarreal II  Rio Grande City  Lion Alberto Barrera 
 

Congratulations – Club Anniversaries! 
(1, 5, 10, 15 yrs, etc., July – December 2025.) 

 
Years    Club    Charter Date 
 
65  Sinton Lions Club    12/20/1960 

 

 
IN MEMORIUM 

 
Gary M. Schwartz, Portland North Bay Lions Club, 15 years of Lions Service, November 3, 2025 

 



Global Expansion Team (GET) News 
Past District Governor (PDG) Juan Lopez, Dg2a3lions@gmail.com,  956-292-6880 
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Global Membership Team (GMT) News 
Past Council Chair (PCC) Rick Talbert, rstalbert2@aol.com, 956-373-5321 
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Club News – Here’s What’s Happening! 
 

• Aransas County Women’s Lions Club 
o Provided a meal at the Rockport Community Table on 10/21.  Fed 80 people with 

assistance of the students in the Rockport Fulton High School Culinary Arts Class.  
The culinary students planned the menu, did the shopping and prepared the meal.  
It was a great experience.  Thanks to Lion Shelly Schofield for bringing the culinary 
students into the project and making sure everything ran smoothly, and to the eight 
other Lions who also helped. 

o Hearing Screening – conducted screening at our local elementary schools.   
Screened over 400 children in Pre-K, Kindergarten, 1st, 3rd and 5th grades.  Thanks 
to Lion Valarie Nowell and Lion Thea Edmundson for coordinating with the school 
staff for this important service to our community. 

o Bingo on Saturday, 10/18, hosted the monthly Bingo gathering for residents at Gulf 
Pointe Plaza Nursing Home.  23 residents enjoyed playing and nine Lions Led by 
Lion Leslie Supkoff. 
 

 
 

• Brownsville Border Lions Club 
o Raised money to support the Christmas Toy Drive for children of Cameron County 
o Participated in the city’s annual Christmas parade. 



 
 

  
 

• Brownsville West Lions Club 
o Coordinated and completed the club’s annual Thanksgiving give-away.  A big 

success, making a difference for others. 
o Partnered with Black Bear Diner to raise funds to sponsor Christmas gifts for 

children.  Goal achieved and met a lot of great people. 
 



  
 

• Corpus Christi Downtown Lions Club 
o Conducted vision screening for Banquete Elementary School.  Lions Lynde Todd 

and Nick Mierkey conducted the screening and Lion William Castillo managed the 
students. 

o Hosted the 5-Mile Ruck for Mental Health Awareness and Veterans, in partnership 
with Whiskey Juliette. 

o Conducted eyeglass collection and sorting and prepared the eyeglasses for 
delivery to the Texas Lions Eyeglass Recycling Center in Midland. 

o Lions cleaned Lions Park, the park the club adopted through the Corpus Christi 
Parks and Recreation Department’s “Live Learn Play” Program. 

o Served sausage wraps and grilled muffins at Run the Runway 5K. 
o Cooked warm meals for participants at the Paddle for Parkinson’s event. 
o Cooked a meal for residents at Ronald McDonald House Charities of the Coastal 

Bend, in the Share-A-Meal Program. 
o Served at the Grace United Methodist Church Community Food Pantry Distribution 

on 11/21.  250 families served. 
o Partnered with CC Women’s Lions Club to ring bells for the Salvation Army. 

 

 
 



  
 

 
 

 



 
 
 

   



 
 
 
 



• Edinburg Lions Club 
o Participated in the 18th Annual Edinburg Cares Food Drive on Saturday, 11/8, which 

unites businesses, community organizations and schools within the area.  The drive 
collects and distributes canned food and turkeys to families in need living within the 
Edinburg School District service area during the Thanksgiving season.  This year, 
1,000 turkeys and food items were delivered. 

▪ The club has participated for over twenty years and has distributed turkeys and 

canned goods to over 200 local families.  This year’s initiative had a positive impact 
for eight families facing this need.   

 

  
 
 

• Harlingen Amigas Lions Club 

o Received a certificate from Vietnam Veterans of America in recognition of our 
support and assistance in memorializing Harlingen's 23 Vietnam KIA. 

o Prepared 20 backpacks full of pastime goodies to donate to hospital pediatric 
patients. 

o Regularly serve meals at Loaves & Fishes. 
o Four times each month, we partner with the Salvation Army of Cameron and 

Willacy to prepare food to distribute to the community. 
o Welcomed 4 new members! 

 
 



  
 

   
 

 
 
 
 



• Kingsville Noon Lions Club 
o “Kingsville Lions in Veterans Day Parade”.  On Tuesday, November 11, 2025, the 

Kingsville Noon Lions, led by Lion President Cecilia, gathered, decorated, and 
walked and rode the float down Kleberg Street celebrating our Nations Veterans.  
Lions walked the route handing out small American Flags and candy to attending 
citizens and generally had a great time. 

o “Kingsville Noon Lions Annual Thanksgiving Basket Distribution” – Kingsville Lions 
gathered food goods, bought Turkeys, and other food items in order to prepare and 
distribute 30 Turkey Baskets to needy citizens. 

o “2025 Kingsville Lions Peace Posture Contest” – On November 14, Kingsville Lions 
hosted a “Pease Posture Contest” in which 18 children submitted entries for judging.  
We selected three winners with prize monies and have submitted the first-place 
winner for District competition.  We had not hosted this contest in a few years, and 
we hope to continue in the future. 

o “Lions Nursing Home Project” – This December Lions will gather and present gifts, 
snacks, and well wishes to residents within our local nursing home.  Chief Elf Lion 
Phil Esquivel and the rest of the Lion Elf’s are looking forward to their annual 
rendition of the “12 Days of Christmas” and “Feliz Navidad”.  We all look forward to 
this project. 

o “Lions Day of Service “Hunger” – on January 10, 2026, the Kingsville Noon Lions will 
set up a table outside our local Walmart Center and collect food goods for donation 
to local food pantries.  

o At the club meeting on Wednesday, 11/19, Cabinet Secretary Lion Joan McKaughan 
recognized Lions who recently completed the state training for hearing screening 
certification, and provided the club with a district audiometer with which to conduct 
hearing screenings.  Lions achieving certification are Jesse Battle, Dewaine 
Williams, Derek Connally, and Idotha Battle. 

o Lions participated in the “Children’s Christmas Reading” to children at Perez 
Elementary.  Thanks Lions Cecilia, Beth, Vicky and Jason. 

 

  
 



  
 

  
  



 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 



• Mission Lions Club 

o Participated in the 16th Annual Breast Cancer Walk as a group. 
o For Mental Health Week, delivered homemade banana bread and thank 

you cards to our local Police department, Fire Department and our local 
Post office.  We all know how stressful  their jobs can be! 

o Participated in a Trunk or Treat event at our new all-inclusive Lions Park. 
It was so much fun! 

 

  
 

 
 

o Participated in a Trunk or Treat event at our new all-inclusive Lions Park. 
It was so much fun! 

o Attended a veterans benefit summit as an opportunity to talk to people on 
how the Lions serve the community. 

o Attended a Diabetes Health Fair along with the Weslaco Lions Club to 
promote the Texas Lions Camp. 



o Held a Halloween Get to Know Your Local Lions Club Mixer to recruit new 
members. 

o Had a table at the National Butterfly community Day to raise awareness 
on what we do as Lions. 

 

   
 

 
 
 

• Odem Area Lions Club 
o Served at the Grace United Methodist Church Community Food Pantry Distribution 

on Friday, 11/21.  250 families served. 
o Donated food to the Odem Fellowship Food Pantry for Thanksgiving food boxes 

distribution on Saturday, 11/22.  Lions also served at this event.  84 families served. 
o Attended the Kingsville Noon Lions Club weekly meeting on Wednesday, 11/19.  

District Secretary Joan McKaughan presented recognition certificates to Lions who 



completed state certification for hearing screening and provided the club with a 
district audiometer for use in serving their communities. 

o Participated in the San Patricio County Veterans Office Veterans Outreach event 
in Odem on Wednesday, 11/19, and promoted membership in Lions Club with 
veterans in attendance. 

o Provided Christmas gifts to the San Patricio County Sheriff’s Department for the 
children in the county Child Protective Services program. 

o Provided Christmas gifts for students in the Odem Edroy ISD Angel Tree. 
o Provided Christmas gifts for children in the Odem Headstart Program. 
o Provided Christmas gifts for children and students participating the “A Special 

Christmas with Santa with Santa” for Special Needs Children in Odem and Edroy. 
o Enjoyed a festive and fun club Christmas party.  Good food, fun white elephant gift 

exchange, and worked on the January Hunger Week of Service project. 
 

  
 

  
 



 
 
 

  



 

• San Benito Lions Club 
o On November 22nd the club prepared and distributed Thanksgiving baskets for 

various local families. 

 

 



 

  



Leader Dogs for the Blind News 
Lion Tabitha Colchado, tabithaco111@gmail.com, 956-289-0875 
 

Dear Lynde, 
 

Phoebe would like to thank you from the bottom of her heart. 
Because of your support, she received life-changing services from 

Leader Dogs for the Blind ‒ services that empower her as she 
navigates the world with confidence ‒ pursuing dreams she never 

thought possible. 
  

Since being matched with Leader Dog Mia, attending college and 
other opportunities have opened up for Phoebe. She’s appeared at 

local Lions Clubs and schools, educating people about blindness, 
how to approach a working guide dog and how to respectfully 

interact with people who are blind or have low vision. 

  
“Whenever I was at Leader Dogs for the Blind, I had 

experiences that I would never have anywhere else,” 
Phoebe says. “I couldn’t have asked for a better match, a 

better instructor, a better organization. Thank you so 
much.” 

  
Support the 2025 Holiday Drive to Change Lives and Woods 

Charitable Trust will match your donation dollar for dollar, up to 
$200,000, through December 31. Your gift will have double the 

impact, helping even more people who are blind or have low vision 
travel independently this holiday season. 
 

Please consider making a matching gift today and help us 
change hundreds of lives ‒ just like Phoebe’s. 

Warmly, 
Melissa L. Weisse, President and CEO, Leader Dogs for the Blind 

mailto:tabithaco111@gmail.com
https://f9bem4gab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KpGbLGI5OfuVORMvtWVGFnCWvDBJoW-D520-NbvWftgsYHYSkXDbmG4gTROT8-HDZvaDv7WhuW1q5LjP9e-jrSDXL3skmR0hjQuVYiI4LU3rOktbCw-trHLmpJpMWxN-kKleXz4sBDpP8f0w9Ie_DNHE_4HRKTaE4DS31POXpPQnKtVtrTOv9s78459cfWnV&c=3K4Obty0GqUhyZAxxDew3guP66Hu1nudCy7VRZbc4GUg-crlevJ44w==&ch=AwvrHDJcRYqRhCRUbVnGSCLgRAQVONjztGd_F0N8ETpLLNB1JYHgVA==


  

 

 

 

 

"Leader Dog has opened up so much for 

me and all free of charge. I really want to 
encourage people who have never had a 

Leader Dog before to get out there and 
apply, because this is something that will 

change your life." 

– Phoebe and Leader Dog Mia, 

Pennsylvania 
  

 
 

Peace Poster Contest News 
Lion Marisol Nunez, marisoljnunez@gmail.com, 956-463-2959 
 
The District Peace Poster Contest was held with five entries from across the district – Donna 
Lions Club, Edinburg Lion Club, Kingsville Lions Club, Odem Area Lions Club, and Zapata Lions 
Club.  The winner is Pyhlyn Huerta, sponsored by the Odem Area Lions Club.  The District 
Governor presented a certificate and a $100 Walmart gift card to Pyhlyn at Odem Junior High 
School during the lunch break for junior high students; a big crowd!  The students roared upon 
hearing the news! 
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1st Place – Pyhlyn Huerta, Odem Area Lions Club 
 



 

  
Donna Lions Club    Edinburg Lions Club 
 

   
Kingsville Noon Lions Club   Zapata Lions Club  



Vision & Hearing Screening News 
Past District Governor (PDG) Cesar Montelongo, montelongocesar@sbcglobal.net, 956-460-
7801 
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Upcoming District Events 
 

• January 24 - 3rd Cabinet Meeting (Mid-Winter Conference), Harlingen 
 

Newsletter 
 
Cabinet Secretary & Newsletter Editor – Lion Joan McKaughan, lionjoanm@gmail.com, 361-
876-8076 
 
The remaining issues of the District 2-A3 newsletter will be distributed via email in February, 
April, and June.  Information for the newsletter must be submitted to the attention of Lion Joan 
at lionjoanm@gmail.com. 
 
Submittal deadlines are as follows: 
 

• January 25 – February 1st issue (any additional December 2025 & January 2026) 

• March 25 – April 1st issue (February & March 2026) 

• May 25 – June 1st issue (April & May 2026) 

• To be determined – July issue (June 2026 & Year End Results) 
 
Items may be submitted at any time during the period however items received after the 25h of 
the month prior to distribution will be held for the next issue. 
 
 
 
 
 

Merry Christmas to you all 

and Happy New Year! 
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