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PENNSYLVANIA LIONS BEACON LODGE CAMP 

 

As I mentioned in last month’s Cauldron for the month of March I was going to 

write about Leader Dog. Then in the April 2026 Cauldron I was going to write 

about Beacon Lodge, Diabetes in May and Blind/Vision in June.  So this month 

I would like to write about what Beacon Lodge is all about and several 

characteristics to paint a clear picture of Beacon Lodge and the so much positive 

effects it has on the summer campers. 

 

Beacon Lodge is located near Mount Union on 583 acres nestled in the beautiful 

Appalachian Mountains, along the Juniata River.  Organized in 1948 to meet the 

need for a camp for sightless residents of Pennsylvania, Beacon Lodge is a 

wonderful summer place to go. 

 

The Camp is divided into two main sections; the Adult Camp and the Children’s 

Village. Each camp is run separately, with some of the recreational facilities used by both at separate times.  The camp 

activities include archery, biking, bowling, campfires, crafts, fishing, games, hiking, mini-golf, music, pedal boats, rifle 

range, rock climbing, swimming, zip line & more.  Sessions are based on the level of assistance our campers require.  The 

counselors-to-campers ratio will change each week depending upon camper needs.  The counselors are well trained and 

have background checks.  Beacon Lodge’s MISSION is to provide all individuals with special needs the opportunity to 

enjoy a camping experience encompassing recreational, educational, and personal adjustment. 

 

There are many ways that Lions can help.  Log on to LIONS CLUBS.ORG and the many ways are listed on the 

website.  Link on to PROJECT NEW HOPE which is a weekend camping experience provided FREE of 

charge to Pennsylvania Disabled Veterans and their families.  There is also a Brick Walkway Fundraiser at Beacon Lodge 

that began in 2007 and is updated annually.  Some additional ways that you as Lions can help are as follows: special 

Fundraising Projects by District Governors and their clubs, the 500 Club - $5.00 per Lions member each year to defray 

maintenance costs at the camp, Beacon Lodge challenge -$100+Per Club, Counselor sponsorship -$500, Wish List: purchase 

items for the camp, Duck Race, Golf Tournament, Purchase a Banner, host a Facebook page, and Charitable Giving. 

 

And finally, the Carl Shoemaker Fellowship was established in 2014 in memory of 

the founder of Pennsylvania Beacon Lodge Camp, a camp for children and adults 

with special needs.   
  

SPECIAL NOTE-BEACON LODGE IS OWNED BY THE PA LIONS!!!! 

 

ALWAYS REMAIN DEDICATED TO LIONISM  

Lion Ralph Imbrogno 

District Governor
 

Email: ralphpatty@verizon.net 

 Phone: 412-751-2039 

             
 

From the Desk of 

District Governor Ralph Imbrogno 

mailto:ralphpatty@verizon.net
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During the course of my legal career, I have had the opportunity 
to assist many entrepreneurs and established businesses overcome 
obstacles, meet challenges and achieve success.  
  
In my experience, those companies which were most successful had 
founders/owners who listened to their customers and employees, 
recognized and adapted to changing circumstances, and adopted 
strategies that met the changing landscape.  Those companies 
which did not listen carefully and adapt to change did not thrive and in 
many cases ultimately failed.  
  
Listening is a skill that has served me well through the years both in 
business matters and personal pursuits.  In anticipation of and 
preparation for assuming the District Governor responsibilities this 
July, I have been listening to Lions from throughout District 14-B regarding ways to better serve our 
communities, improve our clubs, and grow our membership.  
  
If any member would like to share their experiences, goals, and ideas, I would welcome the chance 
to listen.  Please feel free to contact me at WELestitian@Gmail.com to set up a time to speak.  Thank 
you.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lion William Lestitian 

First Vice District Governor 

 

PHOTO 

NEVER 

RECEIVED 

Yours in Lionism, 

 

Lion William Lestitianen       
email:  WELestitian@Gmail.com 
Phone::(412) 921-9960  

DISTRICT 14B CABNET NEETING 

Saturday, May  30, 2026  -    10:00 AM 

Munhall Borough Building, Munhall, PA 

mailto:WELestitian@Gmail.com
mailto:WELestitian@Gmail.com
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\Fellow Lions, 

 

Spring Forward: Let’s Grow Together! 🌻🌷🌹 

This April is filled with excitement, from the pranks and laughter of April 1st to the 

joyful celebrations of Easter. As we cheer on the Pittsburgh Penguins in hopes of a 

playoff run, we also welcome the signs of spring—flowers blooming and grass 

greening up all around us. But it’s not just nature that grows in April; it’s a perfect 

time to reflect on how we, too, can grow. 

How about you? Are you ready to grow? Are our clubs ready to reach new heights? 

Our Zone Chairs will soon be reaching out to your clubs to launch a district-wide 

membership drive. Some of you might think, “I’ve heard this for thirty years!”—and 

it’s true. Years ago, we had 60 clubs and over 2,000 members. Today, we stand at 28 

clubs and 577 members. The numbers speak for themselves: growth is not just a goal, it’s 

a necessity. 

If we continue on this path, there’s a real risk that Lions Clubs in District 14B could disappear altogether. But just like the 

flowers and grass, we can start to grow—right now! The garden won’t flourish unless we begin planting seeds today. We 

need every club to step up and participate in this drive, because together, we have the power to reach 30 clubs or even 1,000 

members. 

Let’s embrace the spirit of spring and help our district bloom. Reach out, get involved, and be part of the growth. Here’s to 

a vibrant April and a thriving Lions community! 

“Just Breathe and Keep Climbing!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yours in Lionism, 

 

Lion Maryann Engel 

email:maryanndayton@gmail.com 

1. Phone: 919.500.9018 

 

Lion Maryann Engel 

Second Vice District Governor 

mailto:maryanndayton@gmail.com
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Welcome to our new members to the wonderful world of L Lionism! 

      MEMBER       CLUB                                                              SPONSOR 

MULTIPLE DISTRICT 
MEMBERSHIP * 

14G          1464 
14A   1260 
14D   1162 
14C   1145 

        14T            1049 
          14M          945 

         14N            939 
         14F            852 

           14P   844 
           14U            773 

14L    739 
            14J             683 

14K    668 
14E      656 

           14H             597 
           14W            605 
           14B             572 
 

TOTAL       14,953 
 

*as of  2/28/2026 
Health Assessment Report 

 

 Jim Cerqua                                             Clairton Lions Club                                           Lion Chris Tognarine 

 Brian W. Pavlack                              Clairton Lions Club                                    DG Ralph Imbrogno 

 Daniel R. Pavlack                              Clairton Lions Club                                    DG Ralph Imbrogno 

 John Cornack                                    Pittsburgh Host Lions Club                       Lion Jordan Sheets 

  Lisa Cornack                                          Pittsburgh Host Lions Club                             Lion  Jordan Sheets 

  Greg Venbrux                                        Pleasant Hills Lions Club                                  Lion Paula Siers 

 

 

 

 

 

                             Chris Tognarine   

 

 

 

CURRENT 

D ISTRICT 14B  MEMBERSHIP 

 

         July 1st ……………  ……..  587 

Added………………………   33 

Dropped …………,………    45 

January 31st …… ……….  572 

LCI Health Assessment Report,  

February 28, 2026 
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Me and my Best Buddy… 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

April 15th is just a little more than 2 weeks away! Don’t forget to file! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In Loving Memory 
May they rest in peace 

APRIL’S 

CLUB ANNIVERSARIES 

 

Clairton Lions Club – 104  years 

April 18, 1922 

 

Oakmont Lions Club – 86 years  

April  5, 1940                  

Shadyside-Squirrel Hill Lions Club – 34 years 

April 27, 1992 
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District Governor Ralph Imbrogno visited the 

Pleasant Hills Lions Club  at our March 2,2026 

meeting . His first order of business was to induct 

Greg Venbrux as our newest member. His sponsor 

is Lion Paula Siers-Burns. We are very happy that 

Lion Greg has joined us. DG Ralph gave his talk 

which primarily talked about how Lions are 

organized and the various causes that we support. 

This was followed by First Lady Lion Patty 

Imbrogno talking about the Leader Dog Program, 

Beacon Lodge Camp, and the upcoming State 

Convention.    

                            Submitted by PDG Geoff Tenple, Secreta 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

The pictures were taken at a 

service project at the Clairton 

Elementary School of the 

mighty State Football champs, 

the Bad News Bears.  The 

Clairton Lions Club collected 

the stationery supplies to assist 

the elementary school teachers 

when they run low on 

supplies.  We plan to do this 

project on a yearly basis.   
                                                                                     Submitted by DG Ralph Imbrogno 

Distract Governor  

Ralph Imbrogno visits the  

Pleasant Hills Lions Club 

Clairton Lions 

Club Donate 

Supplies to School 
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When a West Mifflin Area School District family recently 

lost their home and belongings in a devastating house fire, 

the district and the West Mifflin Lions Club came together 

to offer support. The Lions Club provided a generous cash 

donation, and teachers across WMASD organized a 

special fundraiser to present the family with gift cards. 

This effort was coordinated by the WMAMS Kind Closet 

group. We are grateful to everyone who came together 

with compassion and care, helping this family begin to 

rebuild after such a profound loss. Pictured are members 

(President Ken Demko & Secretary/Treasurer Maria 

Demko) of the Lions Club, along with Mrs. Galiyas and 

middle school student Aubrey, 8th grader and coordinator 

of The Kind Closet. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Where There’s a Need, There’s a Lion 

Submitted by Lion Maria Demko, Secretary/Treasurer 
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The Whitehall Community Lions Club recently held an eyeglasses cleaning event. Two residents, 

Jake and Kim helped.  Thanks, guts! 
Subutex by PDG Mary Ann Belles, President 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Whitehall Community Lions Club get a Helping Hand 
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The Whitehall Community Lions recently participated in the Whitehall Committee for Environmental Action 

Sustainability Fair.  PDG Mary Ann Belles did a presentation about the Plastic Film Recycling Project at the 

Fair.  We had an informational booth set up for the attendees. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Also, the Whitehall Community Lions helped at a Whitehall Food Drive.  We donated food items to give to the 

Lord's Pantry at Baldwin Community United Methodist C 

 

MORE FRPM… Whitehall Community Lions Club  
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The Clairton Lions Club recently had the privilege of supporting the wonderful teachers at Clairton Elementary 

School by donating classroom supplies. Many of these everyday items—like pencils, tissues, and notebooks—

help keep classrooms running smoothly throughout the year. While small, they make a big difference in helping 

teachers stay focused on what matters most: educating our children. We are proud to stand alongside our educators 

and support their efforts in shaping the future of our community. 

💛 Together, we serve. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                           Members of the Clairton Lions Club 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
   Various school supplies for the elementary students & teachers 
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We’re turning up the energy on this convention classic. 
 

Learn from your fellow Lions 
 

At the Lion presentation stages, you’ll have 

the opportunity to hear Lions from all  over 

the world present topics that will offer you 

innovative ideas for your club and inspire 

you to g\ 

 

 

Shop til you drop at the Lions Shop. 

The Lions Shop has all the Lions gear you love 

— pins, T-shirts, mugs, pens, scarves and 

more. Stock up on new merch and grab our 

exclusive convention collectibles while 

supplies last!  

 

Get in on the action happening 
across the exhibit floor. 
 

Stop by these booths for the perfect mix of 

information and inspiration.  

• Host Committee 

• Lions Clubs International Foundation (LCIF)  

• MISSION  1.5 

• And many mo 
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With around 20% of the Pittsburgh metropolitan area identifying as Irish, it’s fitting that the Steel City hosts one of the 

nation’s biggest St. Patrick’s Day festivities. On Saturday, March 14th, the Lions of 14B joined the vibrant parade on Grant 

Street, helping the community come together and celebrate Irish pride—especially on a day when everyone feels a little 

Irish.                                                                                                                                Submitted by SVDG Maryann Engel 
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“The St. Baldrick’s Foundation is a volunteer and donor 

powered charity committed to supporting the most 

promising research to find cures for childhood cancers 

and give survivors long and healthy lives”.  This is the 

mission of St. Baldrick’s Foundation, and the mission of 

Lion Bobbie Billsborrow.  Even though she doesn’t like 

the attention, more people need to know about Bobbie 

and the wonderful things she does.  Bobbie has been 

raising money for St. Baldrick’s for 17 years, and over 

this span of time has raised $67,000!  You can catch her 

selling Pittsburgh Popcorn Company popcorn, candy 

bars and other things all during the year to raise funds 

leading up to the main event, head shaving!  Bobbie has 

her head shaved each year at the annual 

gathering.  Bobbie doesn’t stop there though – at 

meetings she can be found standing behind the bar area 

serving as Sergeant at Arms for the club, handling ticket 

sales, handling broom & bags sales, and handling the 

Military Banner program for the City (yes, she is also a 

retired Navy veteran!) in addition to many other 

activities.  She does all this and more.  

Shout out  to Bobbie!                                                                                                 

Submitted by Lion Annet James, Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

McKeesport Lions Club honors

Lion Bobbi Billsborrow
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