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Greetings fellow Lions, Leos, and Friends of Lions 

 

February…the month of LOVE!  You know what I’m going to say right?  I LOVE 

BEING A LION!   

The universal symbol for Valentine’s Day is the heart. To be an effective Lion we 

must have heart. What I mean is we need to be passionate about being a Lion.  Let’s 

all LOVE being Lions!  The more our clubs and members engage in meaningful 

service, the greater our level of satisfaction, which translates to better member 

retention and easier new member recruitment. Satisfied members take pride in their 

clubs and are enthusiastic about being a Lion. That enthusiasm is contagious and 

attractive to potential new members. 

Thank you to the clubs I visited this past month, myself, and Lion Mary for your hospitality.  It is great to hear about 

the many projects going on and being planned to serve your community.  It was a wonderful experience to induct 6 

new members into Lionism.  Congratulations and welcome! 

You will read later in this newsletter about a new  District Project being implemented.  It is the “Jared Box 

Project.”   I am asking each club in the district to donate $100-$200 to fund the contents needed to fill these boxes.  

As a service project at the State Convention in May, the attendees will gather to fill the boxes to have them delivered 

to hospitals to bring the gift of play to young patients who so desperately need it.  Yes, local UPMC hospitals are on 

the list of units that accept these gifts.  PLEASE have your Club consider donating to this project.  It is so 

worthwhile and qualifies as meaningful service as stated earlier. 

All Lions are welcome to attend the cabinet meeting scheduled for Feb. 17 in Munhall.  Come and see what is new in 

the District and meet the members.  Please also consider joining the leadership as the 2nd Vice District Governor 

Candidate.  We need good service-minded people to lead our fellow Lions in the future.  Feel free to call me and let’s 

talk about it.  

February also brings another phenomenon. Every four years we are blessed with a LEAP DAY! 2024 is that year. 

What are we going to do with that extra Day in our life?  

 

Sit on the couch and read a book.       Or               Read a book to the youngsters at the preschool.  

Sit and post on Facebook.                   Or               Help out at the soup kitchen.  

Go and see the newest movie.            Or                Volunteer at the food bank.  

Binge watch Netflix.                           Or               Visit your elderly neighbor for coffee and a chat.  
 

Match them up. Many options. Your choice.  Again, another idea you may remember I have offered in the past.  It is 

still relevant today.  Please feel free to use any of these or add your own.  All ideas of service are good ideas. 

 

It's great to be a LION, Changing the  World! 
  

 

 

 

From the desk of 

District Governor Chris Raynak 

District Governor, Dr. Kamal Gella 
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LION MIKE CROSSEY 

 First Vice District Governor 
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District Governor, Dr. Kamal Gella                                                                                                      

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
Happy February. 
 I hope your New Year is off to a great start. 

 I hope you're sticking to your resolutions. Most people have already given up. Let's 

commit to being intentional about ours. Let's just not survive. Let's thrive in 2024. 

 Let's do it by getting R.E.A.L. 

Yes, let's get R.E.A.L.  It's about building and strengthening our RELATIONSHIPS- 

with our members, with the district, and with international. It's about EQUIPPING. We, 

District leaders, equip each of our clubs, our club officers, with the tools they need to 

grow and succeed. It's about ATTITUDE. It's always about mindset and attitude. We 

can grow our clubs. We can grow our membership. We can serve our communities more. Ask 5 new people each 

week to have a conversation about joining the Lions. It's about LEADERSHIP. We, each of us, must commit to 

being the best leaders we can be. That means giving the best service every day. 

Always remember: Knowing the future is difficult. Controlling the future is impossible. But, Knowing today is 

essential, and Controlling today is a choice. 

 Choose today. Call an officer today. Invite us to your next meeting. Let us help you be R.E.A.L in 2024, 

because our Resolution, no, we intend to thrive, not just survive 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

    
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Lion Michael J. Crossey 
Email: Crosseymike@gmail.com 
Phone: 412.983.8387 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Crosseymike@gmail.com
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Fellow Lions and Leos, 

 

The following is something I ran across during the HOLIDAYS!  It can be applied 

to LIONISM in many ways. 

                                       A CREED TO LIVE BY    

 Don’t undermine your worth by comparing yourself to others. It is because we are 

different that each of us is special. 

 Don’t set your goals by what other people deem important. Only you know what is 

best for you. 

 Don’t take for granted the things closest to your heart. Cling to them as you would 

your life, for without them life is meaningless. 

 Don’t let life slip through your fingers by living in the past or for the future. By 

living your life one day at a time, you live up all the days of your life. 

Don’t give up when you still have something left to give, nothing is over … till the moment you stop trying. 

Don’t be afraid to admit that you are less than perfect. It is the fragile thread that binds us together. 

Don’t be afraid to encounter risk.  It is by taking chances, that we learn to be brave. 

Don’t shut love out of your life by saying it’s impossible to find.  The quickest way to find love is to give love; 

the fastest way to lose love is to hold it too tightly; and the best way to keep love is to give it wings. 

Don’t dismiss your dreams. To be without dreams is to be without hope. To be without hope is to be without 

purpose 

Don’t run through life so fast, that you forgot not only where you’ve been, but where you are going. 

 

 

 

 

THIS YEAR, THINK FIRST OF SOMEONE ELSE.  WELCOME A FRIEND OR EVEN A STRANGER TO 

JOIN THE LIONS CLUB AND ALSO WE MUST REMEMBER TO KEEP OUR CURRENT MEMBERS 

INTERESTED AND ACTIVE IN OUR CLUBS!!!!! 

 

ALWAYS REMEMBER TO FOLLOW YOUR HEART AND CONTINUE TO VOLUNTEER!!! 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 

 Email: ralphpatty@verizon.net 
 Phone: 412-751-2039 

             

Phone: : 

LION RALPH IMBROGNO 

 Second Vice District Governor 

 

I 

 

 

 

 

District Governor, Dr. Kamal Gella                                                                                                      

mailto:ralphpatty@verizon.net
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District Project – The Jared Box 

 

In 2001 The Jared Box Project was implemented to brighten the days of children suffering from pediatric cancer 

as well as other maladies.  Children of Our Lady of Victory School wanted to honor their classmate and friend 

Jared.  The boxes are shoe-box-size plastic containers filled with fun activities for children to while away the 

time while in the hospital or during treatments.  They are filled with items selected for specific age groups such 

as coloring books and crayons, markers, handheld games, and reading books. 

At the State convention this year in Harrisburg, attendees will be working on a service project to put together 

these boxes.  Of course, the many items to complete these boxes need to be funded.  That is where District 14-B 

comes in. 

As a District-wide project this year, I am asking each club to donate $100-$200 toward this venture.  Have the 

donation sent to:  

District Treasurer 

Lion George Belles  

37 McMurray Rd Suite LL7 

Pittsburgh, PA 15241 

We will then send one check to the Jared Box Project with a list of all the participating clubs.  Be assured there 

will be patients in area hospitals in western PA that receive these boxes.  UPMC is one of the many hospitals 

statewide as well as across the country that are recipients of this great mission.   

Our District has stepped up in the past to help numerous endeavors.  I am sure we will all find it in our hearts 

and treasury to help these little ones and young people that need so much to keep their spirits high in times of 

need.   

 

It's great to be a LION, 

Changing the World            

PDG Chris Raynak 

District Governor 14-B 

email:  cpr14b2021@outlook.com 

phone: 412.951.6328 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



7 
 

 
                                      
                                                                                                                                                 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 

DISTRICT 14-B CABINET MEETING 

Saturday, February 17, 2024 

The time has been changed to 10::00 AM 

Special Guest Speaker 

State Council Chairperson 

PDG LINDA ZANESKI 

DISTRICT 14 

 

 

 

 

Does your club distribute these pins to qualified members at the end of each year? If not, why 

not?? It just might help with your club’s attendance! 

 

100% ATTENDANCE PIN 2023-2024 

PA2324   $2.95 

For presentation to those Lions members who have achieved 12 

consecutive months of perfect attendance.  Clutch back pin in gold 

electroplate finish. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                       FEBRUARY’S 

CLUB ANNIVERSARIES 
 

Cheswick -Springdale Lions Club – 79 years 

February 10, 1945 
 

McKeesport Lions Club – 102 years 

February 27, 1922 
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      Jeff Earley                                       Bethel Park Lions Club                               PID/PDG Jay Wells 

      Dillon Pusateri                                Bethel Park Lions Club                               PID/PDG Jay Wells 

      Kevin Sheahen                                Bethel Park Lions Club                               PID/PDG  Jay Wells 

      Lynn Sheahen                                 Bethel Park Lions Club                               Lion Leona Wells   

      Cheryl Dupak                                 Mon River Fleet Lions Club                        Lion Helen Stratigos 

       Robert Hancharik                         Mon River Fleet Lions Club                       Monica Hancharik 

 

 

                                 

 

    

MULTIPLE DISTRICT 
MEMBERSHIP * 

14G    1480 
14A   1275 
14C   1186 
14D   1183 
14T   1168 
14M   1001 

           14F         934 
14N     928 
14P     901 
14U        855 

           14L     831 
14J     740 
14K     732 
14E     691 
14H     670 
14B     654 
14W     557 
 

      TOTAL   15,786 
*as of  12/30/2023 
Assessment Report 

 
 

.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

We have 6  new members to welcome into the Wonderful World of Lionism! 
  

(July 1, 2020 through December 31st  as reported on the MyLCI website) 
 

 
 

      MEMBER       CLUB                                                              SPONSOR 

Since July 1, 2023, here’s what our District membership looks like from  MyLci   

    July 1st  667 members …..added  31…..dropped  43….December  31st,  654 members         

We are ranked 16 out of the 17 Districts with District 14W beneath us. 
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It’s Lucky February Calendar Time for the Pittsburgh Hilltop and Grandview Lions Clubs! You 

can win money every day for the entire month. Tickets are $10.00 based on the 7:00 pm Pa. 

Lottery. Proceeds benefit Lions charities. Thank You! For more information or to purchase 

tickets, please contact  Lion Joe Setticase at eyetoeyeoptical@gmail.com. 

Betty Anderson 

Oakmont  Lions Club 

November 18,  2023 

mailto:eyetoeyeoptical@gmail.com
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PLEASANT HILLS LIONS CLUB 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Community Supporter, 

 

 

On February 24, 2024, the Pleasant Hills Lions Club will be holding their annual Card Party fundraiser.  This 

year’s event will feature a Flowers theme!  

 

The profits will help fund our various charitable causes and community service projects. We are looking for 

businesses to provide sponsorships of $25-$100 to help underwrite the cost of the event.  Businesses may 

choose to donate merchandise or gift cards to be included in our basket auction.  In addition to the basket 

auction, the day will include a small luncheon for our guests as well as door prizes and other fun games.   

 

All monetary donations can be sent to our treasurer, Marni Latterman, 147 McClellan Drive, Pittsburgh, PA 

15236. If you are donating merchandise, please contact either Marni at 412.519.8771 or Shannon Gibson at 724 

986 2257, and arrangements will be made to have the item(s) picked up. Thank you for your support. 

 

If you are interested in attending the event, please contact Marni at 412.519.8771 to purchase tickets. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Geoff Temple 

Secretary – Pleasant Hills Lions Club      

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

LIONS CLUBS INTERNATIONAL 
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On December 2, 2023, seven members of the Pleasant Hills Lions 

Club plus PDG Mary Ann and Lion George Belles of the Whitehall 

Community Lions Club visited the Celebration Villa of South Hills 

senior living facility to help celebrate the holiday season. The 

festivities included Christmas caroling led by Lion Elli Dragisic, 

refreshments, and the main event which entailed giving each 

resident a gift. 

Each resident received a reusable holiday design tote that they can 

continue to use to hold small objects. Each of the 70 bags 

contained various personnel grooming and hygiene items, a 

holiday décor item, note pad and pen, a night light and lots of 

snacks. This project was funded through the profits from the 

Grilled Cheese and Tomato soup event which the club held on 

November 11th.  

Many thanks to Lion Bruce Altemus and PDG Marni Latterman for 

chairing this important service project.  

Submitted by PDG Geoff Temple 

  

 

 

Pleasant Hills Lions Club brings Holiday Cheer 

to Local Senior Living Facility 

 

Those in group photo left to right are: KL Barbara Latterman, PDG Geoff 

Temple, Lion Elli Dragisic, PDG Marni Latterman, PDG Mary Ann Belles, 

Lion George Belles, Lion Janet Hayes, and Lion Bruce Altemus 
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Bethel Park Lions Honor Eagle Scout and Adds Four New Members 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PCC/PDG Dr. Jay Wells and his wife Lion Leona presented 

Eagle Scout Hunter Maher with a certificate from the Bethel Park 

Lions Club. Hunter is in Troop #4 which meets at St Louise 

Church in Upper St Clair. The Troop has helped the BP Lions 

Club with our projects in Lions Park. The Scouts are a great help 

during our fish fries. The photo to the right shows  District 

Governor Chris Raynak and Lion Jim Willison giving Eagle 

Scout John Paul Ranieri a certificate from the Bethel Park Lions 

Club.  

 

The bottom photo is of the induction of four new members. From 

left to right: New Lion Kevin Sheahen (with the baseball cap), 

Lion Leona Wells, New Lion Lynn Sheahen, Third Vice 

President and Assistant Secretary Lion Grant Wilson, New Lion 

Dillon Pusateri, Lion Jay Wells, Lion Danielle Gosnell (in front), 

District Governor Chris Raynak, King Lion Ward Burgess, Lion 

Dave Lovejoy and New Lion Jeff Earley.  
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Thank you! 

  

We are truly grateful for the continued support and sales we received from so many of you in 2023.  Because of 

you, we generated more than $25,500 in broom sales from Lions Clubs.  These broom purchases help provide 

employment for 18 individuals with disabilities and enable our industries division to financially support the 

vital programs of BVRS. 

  

As we begin 2024, we want to remind everyone to consider placing pre-orders* for your spring and summer 

broom needs.  By taking advantage of this option, you will help us accurately plan our orders and ensure that 

brooms will be available when you need them.  As many of you experienced this fall, our shipments can take a 

long time to arrive if we are out of brooms when you place your order, this is why we are asking you to consider 

pre-ordering.  In addition, for your planning needs our current broom prices are listed be 

To place an order please contact Cindy Smith at 412-368-4400 x2208 or csmith@pghvis.org. 

  

Thank you again for your continued support! 

  

Sincerely, 

Leslie & Cindy 

  

*Please note that we are now requiring pre-orders for orders of 60 or more items. 

  

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Applications for the 2024 Pennsylvania Lions All-State Band are now open! This year's 

band will perform at the 2024 Lions State Convention at the Red Lion Inn and 

Convention Center in Harrisburg, PA, on May 17 & 18. Participation in the band is 

provided at no cost for students.  

More information and apply online at www.palionsband.org 

 

Blind and Vision Rehabilitation Services  of Pittsburgh 

mailto:csmith@pghvis.org
https://www.facebook.com/palionsband?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZW1xIrZbqix6PiXMvAYdNA8omE58UIny0NHhIH2Z1zKQrjHeT69BNyDtlMsaH9iZjygubMEsSZFonW-_lGd0ipOi-7goC20RWdVOcCf_SmE_q7qP9-Q3hNjrRJ37CUA5JdKAnsYoxd0e1mm64-_vWnURTph9Jlhsok9c-uHh1nDRrQYZH1NBsd7RsMEt5Ud8vihiIIp5NgLZaOdUKb5wWzL&__tn__=-%5dK-y-R
http://www.palionsband.org/?fbclid=IwAR3DaGJh3Q6clinV-eohtEHjlALIigYC5Nsfyce2DHmNlLU_Y_N_Zwwz7Mg
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Pennsylvania’
s Pride 



18 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The White Oak Lions are starting 2024 with two new service projects. 

The first project began by collecting personal hygiene items for McKeesport Area Senior High School students. 

The items are made available to students that might need them. The products are in a cupboard where they are 

accessible to all who need them. This project ends the second meeting in February. 

 

The second project is the collecting of socks for students at Twin Rivers and Francis McClure Schools, both in 

the McKeesport School District. This project will also end in February. 

In the first row are Lions Carol Lasch, Maureen Filotei, Rich Peters, Mary Jane Keller and Joanna Stettmier. In 

the second row are Lions Chuck Flink, John Brown, Connie Petras, Anna Marie McCandless David Pasternak, 

and Roger Lasch. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

White Oak Lions Club kicks off the New Year 

with New Projects 
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On a cold and wintery evening, in December,  the 

fellowship was warm as the Tarentum Area Lions Club 

welcomed another new member.  Erik Frantz became one of 

the club’s newest and youngest members. He was inducted 

by President Lion Jody Shumaker and Lion Secretary Lion 

Richard Ring. Extending a hand in membership from the 

club is past president Lion Thomas Ceschini. 

Submitted by Lion Tom Ceschini 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
IT’S GREAT TO BE A LION! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tarentum Area Lions Club 

Keeps on Growing! 



28 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have an unforgettable experience 
  

When you attend LDUN New York, you’ll experience an incredible event in one of the most 

dynamic cities on earth: 

• Explore the United Nations headquarters where you can take a guided tour, view exhibits, and 
visit the bookstore and gift shop. 

• Experience all that New York has to offer, including world-class restaurants, museums, hotels, 
sightseeing and more. 

• Network with Lions, Leos, and officials from the United Nations. 
• Learn about recent developments in our U.N. partnership and how you can take action. 
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