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Happy New Year:! 
 

 Today as I write this, It is December 21st. The day of winter solstice. 

 

The shortest day, The longest night: Every day, moving forward, Gets 

longer, and gives us more light. 

 

I never really thought much about the nature or significance of light, but 

I've come to realize not one religion celebrates darkness. They all celebrate 

light. 

 

In Christianity, This is the season of lights, Christmas time, celebrating the 

birth of Jesus. In the Bible: John 8:12 “I am the light of the world, he that 

followed me, shall not walk in darkness.” 

In the Jewish faith: Hanukah: The festival of lights. 8 candles are lit on the Menorah each night of the 8 days, 

celebrating the great miracles. In the celebration of Kwanza: 7 candles lit celebrating the major principles over 7 

nights. 

 

The light allows us to find our way. it always has. It always will. 

We need to use the light to see the way. 

 

As Lions, let us be the collective light in our communities. Be the one who lights up the room as you enter. Lions 

don't just ROAR, We carry the LIGHT, that glimmer of hope, and the light of a better future. 

 

Remember the old quote: Make new friends, but keep the old 

                                                       Some are silver, Others are gold. 

 

So, This year's New Year's resolution: 

'                                                     Invite new members, but keep the old 

                                                      New projects, but keep the old 

                                                      Some are silver, Others are gold  

 

This year, be the light of Lions. Share the light of Lions. Grow the  

Light of Lions. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

From the desk of 

District Governor Mike Crossey 

 

Yours in Lionism, 

 

Lion Michael J. Crossey 
Email: crossetmike@gmai;.com 
Phone: 412-983-8387 

mailto:crossetmike@gmai;.com
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Fellow Lions and Leos, 

 

NEW-YEARS RESOLUTIONS 2025   

 

Every year as the new year comes upon us I get excited and say to myself,  this is 

a good time to make positive changes in my life.  It’s a good time to improve my 

outlook on life and focus more on the important things that matter.  Too often we 

slip away from them and later realize that we should always concentrate on 

helping those in need of our help.  This is what Lionism is all about.   

 

                             Some thoughts to ponder  

 

     When I have food, help me to remember the hungry. 

       When I have work, help me to remember the jobless. 

    When I have a home, help me to remember those who have no home at all. 

       When I am without pain, help me to remember those who suffer. 
 

As Lions and good neighbors let us all remember to make an effort to destroy our 

complacency;  bestow our compassion;  and be concerned enough to help those in 

need and those who cry out for what we take for granted. 
 

 

 ALWAYS REMEMBER TO FOLLOW YOUR HEART AND CONTINUE 

TO VOLUNTEER!!!   HAPPY NEW YEAR AND STAY SAFE!!!  VDG 

Ralph Imbrogno and Lion Patty. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

LION RALPH IMBROGNO 

 First Vice District Governor 

 

I 

 

 

 

 

District Governor, Dr. Kamal Gella                                                                                                      

 Email: ralphpatty@verizon.net 
 Phone: 412-751-2039 

             

Phone: : 
 

 

mailto:ralphpatty@verizon.net
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In Loving Memory… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

May they rest in peace 
 
 
 

Lion Bob Walter 
 Central Elizabeth Township 

Lions Club 
November 6, 2024 

 

Lion Ann Marie Garber 
 Elfinwild Lions Club 
November 19, 2024 

 

PDG Jimmy Carter 
 Plain Georgia Lions Club 

December 29, 2024 
 

Lion William Tomlinson 
 Oakmont Lions Club 

June 3, 2024 
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         NAME     CLUB     SPONSOR  
           

Eileen Crossey                                      Bridgeville  Greater Area Lions Club                      DG Michae 
 Angela Hart                                          McKeesport  Lions  Club                                        Lion Jody Goughnour                                                                      
  Anna Lisa Haughwout                        McKeesport Lions Club                                         Lion Yvonne Parhetta 
  Patricia Topolnak                                McKeesport Lions Club                                         Lion Chuck Jarrell                         
  Elizabeth A. Dalton                              Oakmont Lions Club                                              Lion Gary Rogers 
 
 
                         
 
                               

Since July 1, 2024, here’s what our District membership looks like from the Lion Portal… 

July 1st    636 Members        added  13      dropped   18     November  30   631 

We are ranked 15th out of the 17 Districts with District 14W beneath us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MULTIPLE 
DISTRICT 

MEMBERSHIP * 
14G    1479 
14A   1295 
14D   1197 
14C   1161 
14T   1143 
14M   1006 

             14N        939 
14F   921 
14P   896 
14U        845 

             14L   835 
14K   735 
14J   710 
14E   688 
14B   631 
14H   627 
14W       580 
 
 

      TOTAL       15,635 
7 

*as of  11/30/2024 
Health Assessment 

Report 
 

There are a lot of 
membership plans out 

there but the best one is 
sit ill just to… 



7 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



8 
 

District Governor Mike  Crossey has adopted a project that he hopes will enthusiastically 

receive  the support of  all thirty  clubs in  the District  by raising funds to bring this 

project to fruition 

The UPMC McKeesport Internal Medicine clinic serves as a vital safety net for 

the underserved population of McKeesport. It provides essential healthcare services 

to a diverse population, including many individuals with diabetes. Diabetic 

retinopathy, a serious eye complication that can lead to irreversible vision loss and 

blindness, is a significant concern for this patient population. Early detection and 

treatment of diabetic retinopathy are crucial to preserving vision. 

The Importance of Diabetic Retinopathy Screening  

Diabetic retinopathy occurs when high blood sugar levels damage the tiny blood 

vessels in the retina, the light-sensitive tissue at the back of the eye. Over time, this 

damage can lead to vision loss and even blindness. The good news is that early 

detection and treatment can significantly reduce the risk of vision loss. Regular eye 

exams are essential for people with diabetes to identify and manage diabetic 

retinopathy.   

The Need for a New Screening Camer 

Ten years ago, the Lions Club generously donated a diabetic retinopathy screening 

camera to the McKeesport Internal Medicine clinic. This camera has provided invaluable service to our community, 

enabling early detection and treatment of diabetic retinopathy for nearly 1000 patients. Unfortunately, due to 

technological advancements and the wear and tear of constant use, the camera is now obsolete and malfunctioning. 

The Proposed Solution 

To continue providing high-quality eye care to our community, we are requesting the Lions Club's support in funding 

a new, state-of-the-art diabetic retinopathy screening camera. This investment will: 

• Improve patient care: A new camera will enable earlier and more accurate diagnosis of diabetic 

retinopathy, leading to timely treatment and better patient outcomes. 

• Enhance efficiency: Modern cameras are faster and more efficient, allowing for more screenings to be 

performed in less time. 

• Strengthen community health: By preventing vision loss, we can improve the overall health and well-being 

of our community members. 

Conclusion  

We believe that a new diabetic retinopathy screening camera is a worthwhile investment that will directly benefit 
the health of our community. We are grateful for the Lions Club's past support and hope that you will consider this 
request for future funding. 

See the  following  page to see additional information… 

My eyesight isn’t what it used to be… 
I'm worried…  What can I do? 

 

 

 

 

 

Evan L. Waxman, MD, PHD 

Professor of Ophthalmology, 
Mercy Eye Institute of 

Pittsburgh 
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The financial goal for the camera plus accessories is  $22,000.  

 

With the support of all thirsty Lions clubs, we will not have a problem raising the funds. 

 

If each club could have a minimum of $300, we would have  $ 9,000. Our District has already 

donated $2,000. That would give us $11,000. We will contact the Lions of Pennsylvania or LCIF to 

apply for a matching grant. 

 

 

WE CAN DO THIIS!  

 

To Make your donation, please send it to: 

 

Lion George Belles 

District Treasurer 

37 McMurray Road, Suite LL7 

Pittsburgh, PA 15241-1601 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Born in Tuscumbia, Alabama, USA, in 1880, Helen Keller developed a 

fever at 18 months of age that left her blind and deaf.  

 

With the help of an exceptional teacher, Anne Mansfield Sullivan of the  

 

School for the Blind, Helen Keller learned sign language and braille. A 

few years later, she learned to speak. As an adult, she became a tireless 

advocate for people with disabilities. And in 1925, she attended the Lions 

Clubs International Convention and challenged Lions to become "knights 

of the blind in the crusade against darkness." 

 

The Lions accepted her challenge and our work ever since has 

included sight programs aimed at preventable blindness 

 

 

HOW WE WILLL ACCOMPLISH THE 
 RETINA SCREEENING CAMERA PROJECT… 

https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/service-programs
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Thanks to the generosity of Lions Clubs in Pennsylvania, foster children all over the state received new 

pajamas!  At the second Council meeting this year, District 14-B, MD-14 Global Team Service Coordinator Lisa 

Leon challenged the Clubs in Pennsylvania to bring pajamas to donate to children in the Foster Care system. The 

Clubs delivered.  We processed over 4,000 pajamas at the Council Meeting. Each of the 17 Districts in the state 

was then given a large bin, two 40-gallon bags, and a couple of boxes to donate to their local Foster program 

however they wanted.  District 14-B donated to the Allegheny County Department of Human Services; Office of 

Children, Youth & Families; the Foster Love Project; and Aberle.   District 14-B, DG Mike Crossey, VDG Ralph 

Imbrogno, District Secretary Mary Ann Belles, and GST Annette James thank all the Clubs and Lions that helped 

with this project.  We couldn't have done it without you 
Submitted by Lion  Annette James, District Global Service Tm Coordinator (GST). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please see the next 2 pages for thank you notes for this project. 
 

 

 

 

 

MD-14 Pajama Project a HUGE Success! 
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HEY, LIONS…   STILL HAVE TIME TO APPLY! 
 
Where would you like to be sworn in as  

 

 

*  *  *  * ** ** ** 

Future Lions Club International Conventions 

 

2025-Orlando FL– July 13-17 

2026 Hong Kong – Jul 3-7 

2027 Washington DC – July 2-6 

2028 Singapore -June 23-27 

2029 Minneapolis, MN 

2030 San Antonio TX 

2031 – Helsinki Finland 

 

 

 

To find out details, contact 

PDG Rich Keller  at  rkeller5@verizon.net 

  

mailto:rkeller5@verizon.net
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The  Brentwood Lions Club  had 

their Annual Breakfast with Santa 

today.  Here are a couple photos  

showing all the volunteers who 

helped to make this another  huge 

success. Thank you too all! 
 

Submitted by Lion  Mary Ann Dayton, Secretary        

 

Breakfast with Santa in Brentwood… 
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At the November meeting of the Mt Lebanon Lions Club, a club high charity contribution of $10,000 was 

committed to its fourteen charities. The driving source of charity funds is the Club’s 34-year-old farmer’s 

market. Other funds are triggered through White Cane Day, sponsorships, and garbage bag/ broom sales. 

A club volunteer force of thirty members continues to drive the Lion motto “We Serve.” 
 
Now in its 34th consecutive year. The Mt Lebanon Lions Farmers Market, held June through October, is a charity 

fund stable and a rallying point for the Club. 
 

Submitted by Lion John Brown 
 

 

Mt. Lebanon Lions Club’s Farmers  Market Celebrates 

34 years as a Fundraiser 
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The LDBAW recently held our Christmas with the 

Lions.  It was held at the Lamplighter Restaurant in 

Delmont.  Thank you to those from 14-B & 14-E 

who attended.  Thank you to IPCC Linda Zaneski 

and her husband, Lion Stan, for joining us in the 

festivities. All had a good time.  The LDBAW 

thanks you for your support.  Watch for the 

information for next year's Christmas with the 

Lions.                            Submitted by PDG Mary Ann Belles 
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McKeesport Lions Club once again took part in the 

annual Salute to Santa Parade in downtown 

McKeesport.  Club members served in many roles, 

including walking in the parade handing out candy 

canes, served as Emcee, served as parade directors, and 

even portrayed Santa.                   Submitted by Lion Annette James 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas  Parade in McKeesport 

Not Dampened by Rain  
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SAVE  THE DATE! 

 

MARK  YOUR  CALENDARS  NOW 

 

SUNDAY, JUNE 1, 2025 

(That’s only 151 days away from January 1st!) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seventy-fifth  Anniversary 

 

 

WHITE  OAK LIONS CLUB 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Whitehall Community 

Lions Club presents Mr. 

Kris Tranter, the Director 

for the Baldwinaires, a 

check to help with the music 

and a pizza party for the 

members.  Thank you to the 

Baldwinaires for another 

wonderful concert for us 

and the residents. 

 
Submitted by PDG Mary Ann Belles 

 

 
 

Whitehill Community Lions Club Entertains Senior  Citizens 
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Lions Day with the United Nations 

Lions International will celebrate 79 years of partnership with the United Nations during 
Lions Day with the United Nations (LDUN). This event commemorates our long-standing 
relationship as a consultative NGO to the U.N. dating back to 1945, when Lion leaders 
were asked to help develop the NGO charter for the U.N. 

Celebrate service on the biggest global stage 
  

Celebrate Lions International's over 75-year relationship with the United Nations. When 
you attend LDUN, you will: 

• Hear influential leaders from around the world. 
• Learn about key global issues and how Lions and Leos are working to 

address them. 
• Be part of the conversations and the collaboration that are driving real 

change around the w 

Be a part of our global partnership 
  

When you attend LDUN New York, you’ll experience an incredible event in one of the 
most dynamic cities on earth: 

• Explore the United Nations headquarters where you can take a guided tour, view 
exhibits, and visit the bookstore and gift shop. 

• Experience all that New York has to offer, including world-class restaurants, museums, 
hotels, sight-seeing and more. 

• Network with Lions, Leos and officials from the United Nations. 
• Learn about recent developments in our U.N. partnership and how you can take action 
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TARENTUM LION'S CLUB CHARITY Dinner has returned. This is our first in person dinner since COVID-

19 shut everything down in 2020. The charity dinner was an amazing success with 121 Lions,  business owners, 

and community leaders attending. Lots of Christmas fellowship to go around. Special thanks to the Hill Crest 

Country Club in Lower Burrell for having us. 

Submitted by Lion Tom Ceschini 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It’s Great to be a Lion ! 

TARENTUM LIONS CLUB’s 

CHRISTMAS CHARITY DINNER 
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On Saturday, December 21, members of the McKeesport Lions Club handled bell ringing duties for The Salvation 

Army at the McKeesport Giant Eagle on O’Neil Blvd.  The club does this annually on the Saturday before 

Christmas, bringing in the highest donations of one day at the local grocery store. Members not only collect funds, 

but also greet all customers, hand out candy canes, and even help out the store by returning carts inside the store. 

Some of the members who helped out included Linda Povirk, Donna Byrne, Jody Goughnour & Colin Clarke, 

who braved the winter weather. 
Submitted by Lion Annette James, Secretary 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

McKeesport Lions Members 

Volunteer Each Year to “Ring the Bell” 
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Lion George Belles and PDG Mary Ann Belles participated in the Wreaths 

Across America ceremony on Saturday, December 14, 2024, at the Bethel 

Presbyterian Church Cemetery.  Each of the Armed Forces are honored 

along with EMTs, Firefighters, Police, and those Veterans who have 

committed suicide.  Both Lion George and I were able to lay two 

wreaths.  It was a cool, beautiful day for the ceremony.  The Veterans 

honored were from as far back as the Revolutionary War in the Bethel 

Presbyterian Church Cemetery.  Find out if there is a cemetery near you to 

see if you can participate next year.\ 
Submitted by PDG Mary Ann Belles 

 

 

Thank you for remembering our Veterans! George and Mary Ann… 
PDG Harold 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Armed Forces EMT Police Firemen honored at Wreaths Across America.jpg  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://webmail3.armstrongmywire.com/service/home/~/?id=96544&part=2&auth=co
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Lion Elaine Frombach was honored recently at the Whitehall Borough Council Meeting for her work as 

Coordinator of the Whitehall Borough Military Banner Program.  Mayor Jim Nowalk presented a Certificate of 

Appreciation to Lion Elaine for her years of service honoring the Whitehall Borough Veterans.  Congratulations 

to Lion Elaine for a job well done!                                                                           Submitted by PG Mar Ann Belles 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WhitehallCommunity Lions Club Secretary Honored 
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Introducing the 2025 Rose Bowl Parade Lions Clubs 

International Float! 
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Continued on following page… 
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Reprinted  from  the Lion Magazine December 2016 / January 2017 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://digital.lionmagazine.org/article/A+Search+For+Peace%3A+The+Story+Of+A+Lion+From+Plains%2C+Georgia/2675729/372161/article.html
http://digital.lionmagazine.org/article/A+Search+For+Peace%3A+The+Story+Of+A+Lion+From+Plains%2C+Georgia/2675729/372161/article.html
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