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Take a good look… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Remembering Flag Day… If you think this is simply  a picture of the 

American flag, take a closer look. It is composed of approximately 10,000 

Navy Recruits and covers seven acres. Each star required 65 men to form 

each one. The photo was taken in 1917 for National Geographic. 
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Fellow Lions and Leos, 

 

As I write to you in my last article as District Governor, I find myself mixed 

with emotion and thought.  Gratitude- Pride- A Sense of Fulfillment.  And a 

Touch of Loss. 

 

I thank every Lion in 14 B for allowing me to serve. I especially thank the 

past district governors who have guided and sometimes prodded me on this 

journey. A special thanks to PDG MaryAnn Bellis. She has been my rock and 

guiding light.  

 

This is not the end, but just the transition, a turning of the page, as I leave District Governor, and move to the 

State Council Chair position. 

Thank you to everyone, especially those whom we've had an opportunity to serve. TheLions have taught me how 

to meld service and leadership and to see how we serve in so many ways. Lions make a difference. Every day in 

so many ways. 

Lions lead in the face of hardship. Your honesty and your trust have shaped the way I see our world.  

 

Through every challenge, and quiet success, we, LIONS, are a part of something bigger than ourselves.  

 

As I look ahead, I am filled with hope, not for what comes next in my life, but for  where Lions and our mission 

to serve is headed.  

 

You are in good hands with incoming Governor Ralph. He has a heart to serve and I look forward to serving on 

his cabinet. 

I'd like to leave you with a quote I heard from Barbara Bush. 

 

 

“When you come to the end of one road, Look forward to the next. For the most important journeys, are the ones 

we take together. Toward a future we believe in.” 

 

Thank you for being on this journey with me. Let's continue to serve together.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the desk of 

District Governor Mike Crossey 

 

 

Lion Michael J. Crossey 
Email: crossetmike@gmai;.com 
Phone: 412-983-8387 

mailto:crossetmike@gmai;.com
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Fellow Lions and Leos, 

 

ACTION SPEAKS LOUDER THAN WORDS 
 

 

As we begin to enter our new Lions year of 2025-2026 we need to think about 

and implement our goals that we set for the new year.  So at this point in time I 

am asking that all of the14B clubs and their club officers put together a list of 

their goals for the upcoming Lions year. 

 

These goals need to be focused on new membership, fundraising, service 

projects, membership retention, and any special projects that each individual 

club wants to work on.  I am asking about this so that all of the 14B clubs are on the same page. 

 

When you complete your goals list, please email it to ralphpatty@verizon.net so I can assess your club's needs. 

This request is also important so we have a sense of accomplishment as we navigate through the year 

productively. 

 

This request is also very important so that we have a much better chance of reaching our global membership 

goal of 1.5 million members and also increasing our service and fundraising goals.  As District Governor I will 

do my best to help each club reach its goals.  As I visit your clubs, there are things that I need to do and also the 

Zone Chair needs to do to help you reach your goals. 

 

Both the Zone Chairperson and I need to make sure that all Clubs contribute to this plan and that we are 

offering as much support as we can as leaders. 

 

We will make sure that all Clubs have the proper 

 signage and literature to support your efforts.  Also, fellow Lions, please read the Cauldron and pass on the 

information to all Club members, and finally, stress the importance of all of the Clubs representing their Clubs 

at the 14B quarterly Cabinet meetings at the Borough building in Munhall. 

 

GOOD LUCK AND CONTINUE TO VOLUNTEER FROM THE HEART. 

 

 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

LION RALPH IMBROGNO 

 District Governor Elect 

 

I 

 

 

 

 

District Governor, Dr. Kamal Gella                                                                                                      

 Email: ralphpatty@verizon.net 
 Phone: 412-751-2039 

             

 
 

mailto:ralphpatty@verizon.net
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DISTRICT GOVERNOR MIKE CROSSEY 

 

FOR LEADING DISTRICT 14B FOR THE 

2024 – 2025 LIONS YEAR, 

 

AND NOW, TAKING OVER  THE HELM AS THE 

MULTIPLE DISTRICT 14 COUNCIL CHAIRMAN 

FOR 2025 -2026.  

From all the Lions  

and Leo Club members! 
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Now listen... we have tried various 

membership plans, posted information and 

pictures on billboards, have been on TV 

and radio talk shows, had printed signs for 

clubs to display during their fund raising 

events and guess what? 
 

The best way to get new members is to 

just… 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MULTIPLE DISTRICT 
MEMBERSHIP * 

14G    1498 
14A   1272 
14D   1207 
14C   1168 
14T   1123 
14M   1006 

             14N        949 
14F   908 
14P   888 
14U        831 

             14L   783 
14K   709 
14J   696 
14E   686 
14H   630 
14B   584 
14W       580 
 

 

      TOTAL       15,531 
*as of  4/30/2025 

Health Assessment 
Report 

 

   Nancy Grubb                                  Mon River Fleet Lions Club                               Lion Helen Stratigos   
  Bernard Roberts                            Mon River Fleet Lions Club                              Lion Laura Jenkins   
  Mackenzie Roberts                        Robinson Lions Club                                         Lion David Kraft 
  David D. Danielson                         South Park Lions Club                                      Lion John Atkinson 
  John Mead                                       South Park Lions Club                                       Lion Richard Hogya 
  David V. Metz                                  South Park Lions Club                                       Lion Dave Scandrol   
  Erika  Lynn  Bonacci                            West Mifflin Lions Club                                             Lion Rob Demko          
 
                                   
       
 
 
 
                   
      
      
 
      
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Since July 1, 2024, here’s what our District membership looks like from the Lion Portal… 

July 1st    636 Members        added  43     dropped   83   April 30   596 

We are ranked 16th 6ut of the 17 Districts, with District 14W beneath us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

           MEMBER                                             CLUB                                                                 SPONSOR  
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Dan Shaffer  
Mt. Lebanon  Lions Club 

May 22, 2025 

 
 

In Living Memory 

May they rest in peace. 

JUNE’S 

CLUB ANNIVERSARIES 
 

Bloomfield-Lawrenceville Lions Club – 45 years 

June 30, 1980 

 

Pittsburgh Brentwood Lions Club – 39 years  

June 12, 1986 

 

Sto-Ken-Rox Lions Club - 88 years 

June 23, 1937 

 

 
 
 

Mary Ann Gabriel 
Mt. Lebanon  Lions Club 

May, 2025 
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The financial goal for the camera plus accessories is  $22,000.  

 

With the support of all thirsty Lions clubs, we will not have a problem raising the funds. 

 

If each club could have a minimum of $300, we would have  $ 9,000. Our District has already 

donated $2,000. That would give us $11,000. We will contact the Lions of Pennsylvania or LCIF to 

apply for a matching grant. 

 

 

WE’RE REALLY 

GETTING CLOSE!! 

 

CUTOFF DATE FOR DONATIOS IS JULY 1, 2025 
 

 

To make your donation, please send it to: 

 

Lion George Belles 

District Treasurer 

37 McMurray Road, Suite LL7 

Pittsburgh, PA 15241-1601 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

HOW WE WILLL ACCOMPLISH THE 
 RETINA SCREEENING CAMERA PROJECT… 
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Monroeville Lions Present a 

Melvin Jones Fellowship 

 

At our meeting on May 28th,  we 

presented a Melvin Jones Fellowship 

to Lion Melanie Hansen 

President Michele   Gutman  made 

the presentation. 

 



13 
 

 



14 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



15 
 

  

McKeesport Lions Club welcomed District Governor Mike Crossey to their 5/13/25 meeting. DG Mike spoke 

about the UPMC McKeesport Retina machine that is needed and the donation collection. He then presented the 

club with the Kindness Matters Service Award, and each member received a medal. 

 

Group photo is of Club President Marie Domingo receiving the award, and other photo is Board of Directors 

Tony Ura, Dan Carr,  DG Mike, President Marie Domingo, Mayor/Lion Mike Cherepko, Donna Byrne. 
Submitted by  Lion Annette James, Secretary 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

McKeesport Lions Welcome DG Mike Crossey 
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Pleasant Hills Lions Participate in Placing Flags on 

Veterans' Graves 

On May 5th, members of the Pleasant Hills Lions Club 

along with Scout groups and other volunteer 

organizations, placed American Flags at the gravesites 

of veterans buried at Allegheny Cemetery located in 

the Lawrenceville section of Pittsburgh. Flags were 

placed on the gravesites of military personnel from all 

the branches of the services who fought in WW I, WW 

II, Korea, and Viet Nam—many thanks to Lion 

Shannon Gibson for organizing participation in this 

event. 

 
Submitted by PDG Geoff Temple, Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Pleasant Hills Lions  Participated in 

Placing  Flags  on Veterans’ Graves 

Participants in the photograph, from left to right, are: 

Ray Gilchrist, Lion Tom Gilchrist, Lion Laura 

Gilchrist, Rosie Gilchrist, Lion Janet Hayes, Lion 

Shannon Gibson, PDG Geoff Temple    
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Childhood cancer is one of the eight Key Global Causes of 

Lions International. While very few Lions are doctors who can 

have a direct hand in treatment, all Lions are volunteers and 

can have a hand in support of efforts to alleviate and cure this 

disease and  

 

One support organization in our District is the Pennies from 

Heaven Foundation, headquartered in Bradford Woods.    

 

How this foundation came into existence is a heart-rending story. Among parents with children cancer patients at 

Children’s Hospital were two dads. These two men would talk with one another and become friends as they visited their 

kids. One day, the child of one of the men had surgery, but the dad was not there for support, and the other dad was 

surprised not to see him at the hospital. It turned out that the absent dad had no more time off from his job and was in 

jeopardy of losing it had he gone to his child’s bedside. When the other dad, who was a lawyer, found out the reason 

for the absence, he founded Pennies From Heaven Foundation the next day!  

 

Just what does this Foundation do? As its mission, Pennies From Heaven set out to provide economic assistance to 

needy families who have children being treated for cancer. thereby allowing parents to remain with their sick child 

during hospital admissions at all times. Keeping families together during difficult times is important to the healing 

process, to parents, and most importantly, to sick children. Pennies From Heaven provides whatever is needed to allow 

parents to remain with their children during hospital stays. Gifts range from small overnight toiletry bags and brown 

bag lunches to paying lost wages, utility bills, and even mortgage payments. Needy families are identified by social 

workers, and a well-coordinated system grants gifts expeditiously for immediate help. 

 

Our 14-B Clubs can become informed of Pennies from Heaven and consider this for a proiect. 

Submitted by PCC/PDG Dr. Jay Wells, III 

District 14B Childhood Cancer Chairman 

 

 

 

 

For more information, please go to https://www.penniesfromheavenpittsburgh.org/ 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



18 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was my first year attending a formal banquet. It was to honor District Governor Joseph Wills from the White 

Oak Lions Club. What an exciting night ahead! This was my first year on the District Cabinet. All Cabinet 

members wore black tuxedos, and their wives wore evening gowns. 

 

The ballroom at the Holiday House was packed, not just with Lions but also with other patrons. The entertainment 

for the night was comedian  Marty Allen  

 

After dinner was served, DG Joe Wills took the stage. He went through the proper protocol and started thanking 

everyone. And naturally, he said some remarks about each one he thanked. DG Joe loved to talk, especially when 

he had a microphone in his hand!   It seemed like he went on forever… even Marty Allen made several comments 

since his first show that evening was 30 minutes late. Truly a night to remember! Approximatly 300 Lions and 

guests enjoyed the evening. 

 

PDG Harold 

District Historian 

District Governor’s Banquet 
Saturday, June 18, 1977 

Holiday House, Monroeville, PA 
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On May 17th, the Tarentum Lions Club held their spring food drive in front of the Community Market in Natrona 

Heights. We ended up packing 17 large boxes of food donations, 3 bags, and 300 in cash donations. 
Submitted by  Lion Tom Ceschini 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Tarentum  Area Lions Hit the Sidewalks 

for White Cane Day 
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ATLANTIC CITY, NJ 

SEPTEMBER 18 – 20, 2025 

 

If you have never attended one, now’s the 

time - it’s only 365  miles from Pittsburgh  

by car! 
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The White Oak Lions had our successful third annual Murder Mystery Dinner, on May 3. This year’s show was Dial M for 

Murder.   

The evening started around 5:30, giving everyone time to purchase tickets for our auction baskets and 50/50. Our baskets 

had something for everyone; they made for a great fundraiser. 

Before the show, we had a delicious dinner of salad, penne pasta, meatballs, and bread. So good, it was from Patti’s la 

Cucina, a local restaurant, in White Oak. 

The fun part was that while enjoying the delicious cake from Patti’s Pasticceria, the audience got to solve the mystery.  

There were two lucky winners, the prize was a coffee. The audience loved the group participation. The play was held at 

Sampson’s Mills Church in White Oak. 

It was a sell-out crowd! We had lots of auction baskets.  The pasta dinner and dessert were a hit! We look forward to next 

year’s event.. See you all next year 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
Submitted by Lion Carol Lasch, President 

 

 

 

 

 

This delicious cake was donated by Patti's Pasticceria. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to local businesses and fellow Lions we had a variety of baskets, from toaster ovens to a money tree.  Who wouldn't 

want to win these! 

 

part of the cast taking a bow. 

 

Another Successful Murder Mystery Dinner 

for the White Oak Lons Club 
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The International Association of Lions Clubs 

Club Objectives 

1. Supporting Lionism through the efforts of Lions International and its charitable programs 
throughout the world. 

2. Being responsive to the needs of our community. 
3. Looking for new activities and programs to interest members and supplemental projects to assist 

those in need. 
4. Continuing to support Sight Conservation through the Lighthouse Foundation, Georgia Camp for 

the Blind, and our Project Vision program. 
5. Supporting Broom & Mop Sales, and Christmas Tree Sales to assure funds for Lions Charities. 
6. Increasing and strengthening our membership with active dedicated people interested and willing 

to work for Lionism. 
7. Maintaining the financial stability of the club. 
8. Having an atmosphere at meetings and activities which will attract new members and retain older 

members. 
9. Getting all members involved in some form of activity or project consistent with their ability and 

time. 

Code of Ethics 

1. To show my faith in the worthiness of my vocation by industrious application to the end that I may 
merit a reputation for quality of service. To seek success and to demand all fair remuneration or 
profit as my just due, but to accept no profit or success at the price of my own self-respect lost 
because of unfair advantage taken or because of questionable acts on my part. 

2. To seek success and to demand all fair remuneration or profit as my just due, but to accept no profit 
or success at the price of my own self-respect lost because of unfair advantage taken or because of 
questionable acts on my part. 

3. To remember that in building up my business it is not necessary to tear down another’s to be loyal to 
my clients or customers and true to myself. 

4. Whenever a doubt arises as to the rights or ethics of my position or action towards my fellow men, 
to resolve such doubt against myself. 

5. To hold friendship as an end and not a means. To hold that true friendship exists not on account of 
the service performed by one another, but that true friendship demands nothing but accepts service 
in the spirit in which it is given. 

6. Always bear in mind my obligation as a citizen to my nation, and state and my community, and to 
give them unswerving loyalty in word, act and deed. To give them freely of my time, labor and 
means. 

7. To aid my fellow men by giving my sympathy to those in distress, my aid to the weak, and my 
substance to the needy. 

8. To be careful with my criticisms and liberal with my praise; to build up and not destroy. 
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