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Happy St. Patrick’s Day 
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Hey Lions, Get Your Marching Shoes Ready! 
We’re Marching in the  

St. Patrick’s Day Parade in Pittsburgh 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
+ 
 
+ 

District 14-B Publicity Chair, Rob Falce submitted an application to the St. Patrick’s Day 

Parade Committee for our Lions to march in the parade on Saturday, March 16 which has been 

approved! If you are interested in marching, please sign up 

at https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1612UO-

DEfibBRLvosZ7H_uPsm4_nHCjSVaNBj9Ib8Dw/edit#gid=0 or contact Lion Rob 

at rob.falce@verizon.net or 412-302-1075. We are also in need of someone to donate a truck 

(and be willing to drive it in the parade) so that some Lions can ride.  If you have decorating 

ideas, let us know that, too. Let’s join in the St. Patrick’s Day parade celebration and show 

Pittsburgh that all Lions can be Irish for a Day! 
Submitted by Lion Michele Falc 

Coordinator of District Activities 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1612UO-DEfibBRLvosZ7H_uPsm4_nHCjSVaNBj9Ib8Dw/edit#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1612UO-DEfibBRLvosZ7H_uPsm4_nHCjSVaNBj9Ib8Dw/edit#gid=0
mailto:rob.falce@verizon.net
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Welcome to March!  March Madness!!  So much to do in the month, will it all get 

done?     You bet – We are Lions!! 

 

This is the time of year we start nominating members of the club for officers.  When 

you are asked, STEP UP.  Be the leader.  Even if we don’t have a formal leadership 

role in our work life, we are influenced by our words, actions, and attitudes.  I invite 

you to do your part to accomplish the good work of our clubs.  While we’re at it, I 

invite you to do your part as a district leader.  We are looking for those who will 

lead us into the future as 2nd Vice District Governor.  Do you feel that you don’t 

have the necessary skills?   I felt that way, too.  However, I have been extremely 

impressed by the training for VDGs that is offered online by Lions International and 

in person by the PA State Council of Lions Clubs. Contact me and I’ll be glad to 

talk to you. 
 

The month of March gives us just that, the opportunity to MARCH.  Okay, maybe just WALK.   Thanks to Jordan 

Botta-King Lion of Bloomfield Lawrenceville Club and Lion Rob Falce-District PR Chair, the Lions of 14-B will 

walk in the St. Patrick’s Day parade in Pittsburgh.  This will give us the chance to showcase the Lions of Allegheny 

County to the public.  See the announcement within the newsletter and sign up to join your fellow Lions.  Let’s all 

have some fun while we display Lionism and possibly excite others to join us as members. 
 

Speaking of fun, make plans to attend the Spring Rally on May 4th.  We have a fantastic speaker scheduled that will 

bring back some memories as well as inform us of others who are into serving mankind.  Roberto Clemente Jr. is our 

Keynote speaker for our Rally this year.  We are so glad he was available to speak.  Are you aware that his famous 

father was a Lion?  I am sure he will tell us that and many other stories.  Please see the reservation sheet and send it 

in to save your place. 
 

Continue the madness with the LDBAW fundraiser - NCAA Basketball March Madness bracket challenge.  Another 

fun way to serve those who suffer from diabetes.  The bracket challenge flyer is also included here in the Cauldron.  

Give it a look and put the F-U-N back in FUNdraiser.   

 

I want to acknowledge those clubs I visited this month.  Hilltop, White Oak, Central Elizabeth, Clairton, South Park, 

and the DeafBlind Club at their Chili Cook-off.   What a great, fun time I had learning about your service and 

passing along news from the district, the state, and International. And inducting new members as well.  The Chili 

cookoff was a success and a whole lot of fun and camaraderie with new and old friends.  Also, I want to thank our 

State Council Chair Dr. Linda Zaneski for attending the February cabinet meeting.  Thanks for your knowledge and 

vision.  And of course to those who attended the cabinet meeting for your added insight and ideas.  I would very 

much like to thank all those clubs who have contributed to the Jared Box Project initiative.  If you have not yet sent 

your donation to the District Treasurer, please consider it now.  We will finish the initiative on April 15.  
  
So, March is said to come in like a Lion.  Well, with everything we have to do, it looks like it goes out like a Lion 

too. 

 

It's great to be a LION, Changing the World   

   
 

 

From the desk of 

District Governor Chris Raynak 

District Governor, Dr. Kamal Gella 
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LION MIKE CROSSEY 

 First Vice District Governor 

 

I 

 

 

 

 

District Governor, Dr. Kamal Gella                                                                                                      

 
 

 

 
 

 

As you read this- Spring is right around the corner. We are lucky it has 

been a very easy winter. 

Spring is one of my favorite seasons. Everything begins to blossom. The 

flowers are coming up. The days are getting longer and warmer. It always 

seems like it’s time for new beginnings. 

 Spring is also one of my favorite holidays, Saint Patrick's Day. Our public 

relations chair Rob Falce has been able to secure our Lions District a spot 

in the parade. 

I plan to March. I hope you will join me. Let's show Allegheny County 

that we are alive and vibrant. Let's show them that we are ready to serve. I plan to carry one of 

the signs SVDG Ralph Imbrogno created. 

As we watch nature blossom, let's also help our clubs blossom. Now is the time to grow our 

clubs. Our goal, as assigned by International is 90 plus new members and one new club. It's an 

achievable goal. Let's plan to bring in five new members into each of our clubs. 

As I close, let me leave you with an Irish joke. 

What Irish furniture stays out all year? 

Pati O’Furnitu 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
    
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Lion Michael J. Crossey 
Email: Crosseymike@gmail.com 
Phone: 412.983.8387 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Crosseymike@gmail.com
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When we talk about new Lion membership it is important that we also address 

 MEMBERSHIP RETAINMENT.  Our 14B district is getting new members, but we 

are also losing members and not just through deaths. 

I believe that in some cases we lose members from not properly recognizing them 

and not motivating them to keep them interested in staying as a Lion.  In this 

month’s message, I would like to talk about various methods that I feel will keep 

our current members motivated. 

 

I kind of put together a RECOGNITION CHECKLIST to make sure the recognition 

you provide is solid and effective to keep our club membership tally stable. 

 

A.  Make sure the recognition you provide is TIMELY.  Don’t wait.  Give 

recognition as soon as possible after a good performance takes place.  Praise tends to lose its effectiveness with 

time. 

 

B.  Be specific.  Tell the Lion exactly what they did was good.  A mere “nice job” really doesn’t say that much. 

 

C.  Be sincere.  Insincere praise is usually worse than none at all.  Be honest and open.  Tell the Lion what the 

performance means. 

 

D.  Focus on individuals rather than groups.  The fact is not all team members contribute equally. 

 

E.  Be personal.  But keep in mind not all folks like public praise; some prefer private discussion.  Different 

strokes for different folks. 

 

F.   Be proportional.  Match the amount and intensity of recognition to the achievement.   Going overboard for 

small stuff will make people question your motives. 

 

The CHECKLIST items above are a BASIC methods that can be used; however, I’m sure that there are many 

other methods that are used to motivate and retain membership. 

 

ALWAYS REMEMBER TO FOLLOW YOUR HEART AND CONTINUE TO VOLUNTEER!!! 

 

MY WIFE LION PATTY AND I WISH ALL OF YOU A HAPPY AND SAFE EASTER! 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Email: ralphpatty@verizon.net 
 Phone: 412-751-2039 

             

Phone: : 

LION RALPH IMBROGNO 

 Second Vice District Governor 

 

I 

 

 

 

 

District Governor, Dr. Kamal Gella                                                                                                      

mailto:ralphpatty@verizon.net
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District Project – The Jared Box 
 

In 2001 The Jared Box Project was implemented to brighten the days of children suffering from pediatric cancer 

as well as other maladies.  Children of Our Lady of Victory School wanted to honor their classmate and friend 

Jared.  The boxes are shoe-box-size plastic containers filled with fun activities for children to while away the 

time while in the hospital or during treatments.  They are filled with items selected for specific age groups such 

as coloring books and crayons, markers, handheld games, and reading books. 

At the State convention this year in Harrisburg, attendees will be working on a service project to put together 

these boxes.  Of course, the many items to complete these boxes need to be funded.  That is where District 14-B 

comes in. 

As a District-wide project this year, I am asking each club to donate $100-$200 toward this venture.  Have the 

donation sent to:  

District Treasurer 

Lion George Belles  

37 McMurray Rd Suite LL7 

Pittsburgh, PA 15241 

We will then send one check to the Jared Box Project with a list of all the participating clubs.  

Be assured there will be patients in area hospitals in western PA that receive these boxes.  

UPMC is one of the many hospitals statewide as well as across the country that are recipients of 

this great mission.   

Our District has stepped up in the past to help numerous endeavors.  I am sure we will all find it 

in our hearts and treasury to help these little ones and young people that need so much to keep their spirits high 

in times of need.   

 

It's great to be a LION, Changing the World  

           

PDG Chris Raynak  

District Governor 14-B 

email:  cpr14b2021@outlook.com 

phone: 412.951.6328 

 

 
 
 

For more information, please go to:   
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LOOKING BACK 49 YEARS… 
 

DATELINE: March 11,  1984 

VENUE:  Three Rivers Stadium, Pittsburgh, PA 

Game Tume: 1:00 PM 

Game Time Temperature: 3o  Brrrrr! 

 

It’s the Birmingham Stallions(and former Steeler QB Cluff Stoudt ) versus the Pittsburgh 

Maulers in the season opener of the new XFL league. The Lions of District 14B had 

negotiated with the Maulers to use this game as a fundraiser.  Proceeds were to be split 

between the Lions and the Eye & Ear Hospital. The district committee sent 10,000  

invitations to every Lion member in the six sub-districts in the Western Region. The game 

netted $32,999 which was divided equally with Eye & Ear Hospital’s Ambulatory Care  

Dept. and 14B. What a great day! Are there any Lions who were there? Let me know!\ 

 

PDG Harold 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

MARCH’S 

CLUB ANNIVERSARIES 
 

Central Elizabeth Twp. Lions Club – 62 

years 

March 1, 1962 

 

Mt. Lebanon Lions Club – 95  years 

March 26, 1929 

 

Northern Allegheny Lions Club –74 years 

March 21, 1950 

 

Tarentum Area Lions Club – 85  years 

March 23, 1939 

 

White Oak Lions Club –74 years 

March 20, 1950 

 

Whitehall Community Lions Club – 75  

years 

March 11, 1949 
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No new members to report! 
 

MULTIPLE DISTRICT 
MEMBERSHIP * 

14G    1481 
14A   1283 
14C   1182 
14D   1175 
14T   1171 
14M    996 

           14N        931 
14F     930 
14P     900 
14U        865 

           14L     831 
14J     740 
14K     731 
14E     690 
14H     666 
14B     656 
14W     560 
 

      TOTAL   15,788 
*as of  12/30/2023 
Assessment Report 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have no new members to welcome into the Wonderful World of Lionism! 
  

(July 1, 2020 through December 31st  as reported on the MyLCI website) 
 

 
 

      MEMBER       CLUB                                                              SPONSOR 

Since July 1, 2023, here’s what our District membership looks like from  MyLci   

    July 1st  667 members …..added  36…..dropped  45….December  31st,  658 members         

We are ranked 16 out of the 17 Districts with District 14W beneath us. 
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ATTENTION:  Club Officers 

 
Regarding the 2024 Lions State Convention, a member of one of the 
Lions Clubs inquired about the possibility of chartering a bus to the 
Convention, which will be held in May at the Red Lion Hotel in the 

Harrisburg/Hershey area.  This would be an opportunity for members 
to attend the Convention but would prefer not to drive there.  Please 

make a tally of your members to determine whether we should pursue 
this inquiry.  You can email ralphpatty@verizon.net or call 2ndVDG 

Ralph or Lion Patty at 412-751-2039.  Also, any comments and 
suggestions would be appreciated.   

 

District Chairperson PA Lions State Convention- Lion Patty Imbrogno 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY,  MARCH 10 
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There will be major changes coming to the Western Pa Lions Hearing Foundation hearing aid program  

The Western Pa Lions Hearing Foundation, whose primary mission is to provide hearing aids to the financially 

disadvantaged, has decided to expand its program to better serve those in areas where there are no UPMC 

audiologists available. Our goal is to serve those who might have a difficult time traveling to a UPMC location 

for a multitude of reasons. We will also be offering two hearing aids to those whose hearing loss justifies two 

hearing aids.  

To help serve those that do not have reasonable access to a UPMC audiology facility we will be offering a tele-

audiology option. UPMC developed a tele-audiology prototype during the pandemic. Under this option, once a 

representative from the WPLHF determines that a patient meets the eligibility requirements, he/she sends the 

usual paperwork to the patient notifying them of the decision to accept their application. At the same time 

UPMC is notified with the patient’s contact information. A representative from UPMC then reaches out to the 

patient to determine the next course of action be it tele-audiology or an in-person visitation to a UPMC facility. 

Most facilities are in Allegheny County and our service area covers more than one-half of Pennsylvania. 

At the present time, the WPLHF only provides one hearing aid. One hearing can significantly improve one’s 

quality of life but is obviously not as good as two. We now can provide two hearing aids if medically indicated. 

We are currently planning to keep the eligibility requirement at 200% of the Federal Poverty Guidelines and the 

application fee at $100. If a person does not qualify for any reason the $100 will be refunded. Currently there is 

no date for these changes to take effect.  

Respectfully Submitted,  

 

Lion Geoff Temple, PDG  

 

Lion Monica Hancharik 

WPLHF Board Members   

 

 

 

 

 

Western Pennsylvania  Lions 

Hearing Research Foundation 
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From left: LIONS: Joe Meliton (treasurer) Tom Hand Joan Kerlin (president) Dale Livingston Doug Thames 

Dave Borra Laura Underhill UPMC: Clay Rehm, UPMC Development Coordinator for Community Fundraising 

Photos courtesy of South Fayette Township 

Submitted by 1stVDF Mike Crossey 
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The White Oak Lions had the pleasure of hosting DG Chris Raynak at our February 15th meeting. Many Lions 

have met him since he has been a Lion for over 30 years. He spoke to us about the District Project Jared Box, to 

which we have already donated. He also spoke to us about the importance of locally and worldwide growing 

memberships. 

 
DG Cris Raynak presented Chevrons to Lion John Brown, 30 years old, and Lion Chuck Flink, 20 years.  Not at 

the meeting, but received the award are Lions PDG Harold Fletcher, 50 years, Todd Fletcher, 35 years, and Lion 

Dick Kubant, 40 years. 

Nice work and congratulations for being a LION for all those years. 

Submitted by Lion  Carole Lasch,  President   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
         Lion Chuck Flink, Lion John Brown, and DG Chris                             Lion Chuck Flink Presented with his 20-year chevron 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Lion Dorothy Kuharski presents DG Chris with a gift from the club. 

 

 

DG Chris Visits the White  Oak Lions Club 
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Even though some municipalities include glass in their mixed-recycling curbside pickup, there are still good 

reasons to recycle glass separately. On Jan. 30th, the PRC announced their traveling bin scheduled for 2024 

 

Individuals can drop off glass bottles, jars, and jugs of all colors from 7 a.m. to sunset. No color sorting is 

required. Containers should be empty and rinsed, with lids and labels still on. Bags and boxes used to deliver 

glass must be discarded off-site. 

 

2024 SCHEDULE OF GLASS  RECYCLING  BIN ENGAGEMENTS  IN  ALLEGHENY COUNTY  

PARKS 

▪ February 10-15 @ BOYCE PARK, Ski Lodge Parking Lot, 901 Centerview Dr, Plum, PA 15239 

▪ April 13-18 @ SETTLERS CABIN PARK, Wave Pool Parking Lot, 635 Ridge Rd, Pittsburgh, PA 15205 

▪ May 18-23 @ ROUND HILL PARK, Main Parking Log, 651 Round Hill Rd, Elizabeth, PA 15037 

▪ June 8-13 @ DEER LAKES PARK, Veteran Shelter Parking Lot, 1090 Baileys Run Rd, Tarentum, PA 

15084 

▪ July 13-18 @ HARTWOOD ACRES PARK, Amphitheater Overflow Lot, 4100 Middle Rd, Allison 

Park, PA 15101 

▪ August 10-15 @ SETTLERS CABIN PARK, Wave Pool Parking Lot, 635 Ridge Rd, Pittsburgh, PA 

15205 (second engagement at this location) 

 

There are also these permanent drop-off sites: 

McCandless 

     McCandless Town Hall parking lot 

MOON TOWNSHIP 

     Public Works Garage lot 

VILLAGE SQUARE MALL 

     Parking lot of Fine Wine and Spirits 

     5000 Oxford Drive, Bethel Park, PA 15102 

 

Please try to use one if close enough to you as it benefits not just the environment, but also manufacturing in PA 

 

Submitted by Lihn John Aiken 

District Environmental Chairm 

 

 

 

GLASS RECYCLING SCHEDULE 
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Representatives from the Highlands Area Rotary Club, the Allegheny Valley Association of 

Churches (AVAC), the Tarentum Area Lions Club, and the Knights of Columbus met on the 

evening of Tuesday, February 20th for a "Love Our Community" meeting to discuss plans for 

the year and the potential collaboration on an event benefitting their local 

community.  Spearheading the collaboration of this group whom we call “Love Our 

Community,” was the Tarentum Area Lions Club. The Tarentum Area Lion's Club formed this 

group after one of our local police chiefs lost his life in an ambush, just a little over a year ago. 

After that tragic incident, we decided that we needed to ban together for the members of our 

local community and do what we could to help others.  With four meetings down and lots of 

planning.... these individuals and their groups are on their way to do “great” things in Harrison 

Township. 
Written by Lion Jodt Sgumaker 

Submitted by Lion Thomas Ceschini   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tarentum Area Lions Club Keeping Busy! 
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As 14B District Governor 
(83-84) it was my honor  to 
host the dedication of the  
Lions Laser Center 

Back in the early 1980s, the 
six districts that make up the 
Western Region embarked 
on a major fundraising 
campaign to raise $125,000 
to purchase lasers for Eye 
and Ear Hospital in 
Pittsburgh. These funds 
were to be matched by the 
Lions Clubs International  
Foundation. The clubs were 
able to raise $125,000  and 
it was matched by LCIF  for a 
total of $250,000.The 
dedication was held at the 
Duquesne Club in 
Pittsburgh. LIONS from all 
over the state of 
Pennsylvania attended 
including International 
President Joseph  L.  
Wroblewski and all six 
District Governors from the 
Western Region. Also 
attending were 
representatives from Eye 
and Ear Hospital including  
David Goff CEO, and Lion 
Dan Kraft Vice President of 
Development. 

The plaque you see on the 
left represents the Honorary 
Members.  My name 
appears on this plaque 
thanks to a donation from 
the Dravosburg Lions Club 
which was made in my 
name. 

The Pennsylvania Lions Laser was  Officially Dedicated 

40 Years  ago at The Eye and Ear Hospital 
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(Continued from the previous page) 

The photo below acknowledges the 100% Lions Clubs 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 This project was probably one of the most amazing fundraising projects undertaken by so many 

sub-districts.   It is a perfect example of why it is great to be a Pennsylvania LION. 
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March 31, 2024 
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