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LEADER DOG FUNDRAISER 

 

In the next few months I plan on sending several Cauldron messages on the 

Lions initiatives such as Leader Dog, Beacon Lodge, Diabetes, and 

Hearing/Vision.  There are many other Lion initiatives that could be found in 

the Lion website.  You may notice that I chose the Hearing/Vision initiative 

for last, which is the original effort many years ago when Melvin Jones started 

the Lions Clubs. 

 

With that being said, I would like to begin with Leader Dog.  Leader Dog has 

served 876 clients in Pennsylvania.  This includes 825 Guide Dog teams, 44 

Orientation and Mobility clients, and 7 Teen Summer Campers.  Currently, 

we have 25 active guide teams in Pennsylvania.  This equates to over $82 

million in Leader Dog services provided to Pennsylvania residents at 

absolutely no cost to them or the state! 

 

The support Leader Dog receives from MD-14 Pennsylvania has significantly enhanced the lives of clients 

through essential mobility training and services as well as fostering confidence, independence, and more inclusive 

communities.  It is my understanding that Pennsylvania is listed second in all the states in the U.S. donations 

towards Leader Dog, which is very helpful. 

   

In conclusion, this is why I am asking each club from District 14B to rally their club members to help in the 

efforts to raise money for Leader Dog services.  Even if your Club donates annually, we need to stress that 

individual donations will be graciously accepted as well.  Keep in mind that the services offered by Leader Dog 

are free!!! 

 

DG Ralph Imbrogno and Lion Jim Engel 

 

   

 

ALWAYS REMAIN DEDICATED TO 

LIONISM 
 

 

From the desk of 

District Governor Ralph Imbrogno 

 

Lion Ralph Imbrogno 

District Governor
 

Email: ralphpatty@verizon.net 

 Phone: 412-751-2039 

             
 

https://www.pngall.com/christmas-png/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
mailto:ralphpatty@verizon.net
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Fellow Lions, 

The Olympic Games remind us that excellence is not just about winning 

— it is about unity, perseverance, and hope. Athletes from around the 

world come together despite differences, proving how shared goals can 

inspire cooperation and mutual respect. That same spirit of hope and 

collaboration reflects the mission of Lions Clubs International, where 

members unite in service to strengthen communities locally and globally. 

Lions carry this Olympic-like spirit into everyday service — supporting 

vision programs, environmental efforts, disaster relief, mental health 

awareness, and more. Each project becomes a symbol of hope, showing 

how teamwork and compassion can make meaningful change. When 

Lions come together as one, they remind us that service transcends 

boundaries. 

By embracing unity, encouraging one another, and striving for excellence in 

service, Lions continue to inspire hope in the same way the Olympics inspire the world. Together, through 

dedication and shared purpose, we truly show the power of coming together to serve and uplift others. 

As we serve together, let us also remember to show kindness to one another, for we never truly know the struggles 

others may be facing—including challenges with mental illness. 

“Just Breathe and Keep Climbing!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yours in Lionism, 

 

Lion Maryann Engel 

email:maryanndayton@gmail.com 

1. Phone: 919.500.9018 

 

Lion William E. Lestitian 

First Vice District Governor 
Lion Maryann Engel 

First Vice District Governor 

mailto:maryanndayton@gmail.com
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Welcome to our new members to the wonderful world of L Lionism! 

      MEMBER       CLUB                                                              SPONSOR 

MULTIPLE DISTRICT 
MEMBERSHIP * 

14G          1456 
14A   1257 
14D   1164 
14C   1146 

        14T            1057 
          14M          947 

         14N            941 
         14F            856 

           14P   841 
           14U            779 

14L    746 
            14J             682 

14K    671 
14E      653 

           14H             595 
           14W            583 
           14B             576 
 

TOTAL       14,950 
 

*as of  01/31/2026 
Health Assessment Report 

 

 

 John T. Vogel                                   Pittsburgh Host Lions Club                               Lion William Lestitian  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                             Chris Tognarine   

 

 

 

MARCH’S 

CLUB ANNIVERSARIES 
 

Central Elizabeth Twp. Lions Club – 64 years 

March 1, 1962 

 

Mt. Lebanon Lions Club – 97 years 

March 26, 1929 

 

 

Tarentum Area Lions Club – 87 years 

March 23, 1939 

 

White Oak Lions Club –76 years 

March 20, 1950 

 

Whitehall Community Lions Club – 76 years 

March 11, 1949 
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Me and my Best Buddy… 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Since July 1, 2025, here’s what our District members like from 

LCI Health Assessment Report,  January 31, 2026 

July 1st,  587 members     added  31     dropped  42  January 31st , 576 numbers 

 

 

 

Whatever your mind 

can conceive, it  will 

achieve. Dream great 

dreams and     

 make them come true. 

Do it now. 
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Lion Margaret Rave 

West Mifflin  Lions Club 

February 13, 2026 

In Loving Memory 

May they rest in peace 

Lion Joseph C. Parkinson, Sr. 

West Mifflin Lions Club 

 February 10, 2026 

 

 

Past International Director 

Lion Carl L. Battistone, Sr. 

Bethel Park  Lions Club 

February 21,,2026 
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Temembering … 
     

      CARL L. BATTISTONE, Sr.   

• High School Graduate 

• Graduated from Washington & Jefferson Colleges  

• Veteran U.S. Marine Corps (33 years) Retired Colonel 

• Chaired the Bethel Park Bicentennial Committee 

• Joined the Bethel  Park Lions Club in 1980 

• Served as District Governor 1989-1990 

• Elected as a Lions Club International Director (2 year term)   

 

But most of all, he was  a family man, dedicated to the love of his life, Ruth and 

their  six children Dona, Carl, Jr, Lisa, Anne,, Mari, and Marc and, let’s not forget 

their 21 grandchildren and 26 great grandchildren! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



9 
 

Here’s a Litle bit more detail of Carl’s  Service… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

‘ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Carl Battistone, Jr. 

211 Stuart Circle 

McDonald, PA  15057 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WE MISS 
YOU 

ALREADY, 

CARL! 

PID Carl was also the  recipient 

of the Ambassador of Good Will 

Award, the highest award 

presented by Lions Clubs 

International. 

CONDOLENCES TO THE FAMILY MAY BE SENT TO: 

Carl  Battistone, Jr.,  211 Stuart Circle, McDonald, PA  15057 
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The following report was submitted at the February 21, 2026 District Cabinet Meeting 

by Lion Dave Zimmer District 14-B Diabetes Awareness Chairperson… 
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Leader Dog Report for March Cauldron 2026 
Leader Dogs for the Blind 

was found by three Lion members from a 

Detroit Lions Club back in 1938. Since 

then, Leader Dogs has been 100% charity 

funded, we don't receive any federal, state or 

insurance money. We offer all our services free of 

charge, we don't want cost to be an impediment 

between cost and a person's independence, so we 

cover the flights, meals, lodging, training, etc. for 

over 300 people each year! In our 86 years, we 

have served over 18 thousand people from across 

the US and 16 different countries, and we couldn't 

do it without the support of our donors, 

especially the Lions! All clubs must donate to 

make 14-B 100%!! 

 

 

 

 
The Pittsburgh DeafBlind Lions Club will be having a Pittsburgh 

Popcorn Company Fundraiser starting February 1st until 

February 28th.  Check out the great menu of popcorn flavors on 

the order form. We will receive 50% of the profits which we will 

make for multiple nonprofits from local, International and the 

Clean Water Project. You can contact me via email, phone or text 

with your orders.  Be aware that I will need to have money or check 

before I order the popcorn.  It will be up to 2 weeks before the order 

is placed once I place the order with the Popcorn Company.  

 

SEE NEXT PAGE FOR ORDERING INSTRUCTIONS’ 

\ 

POP CORN !   POP CORN! POP CORN! 

GET YOUR POP CORN HERE!! 

Leader Dog School for the Blind Rochester MI 

Submitted by Leader Dog Chair Jim Engel   
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District Governors visit. The Tarentum Lion’s Club January 21 meeting had the honor of not only 

welcoming one District Governor but two District Governors. We welcomed DG Brad Baillie   

(4-N), ab d our own DG Ralph Imbrogno and his wife Lion Patty ( 14-B ). This visit made for a 

informative and all inspiring meeting. Thank you Governors.                 Submitted by Lion Tom Ceschini 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tarentum Area Lions Club “Doubles UP” with 

TWO District Governors… 
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It was a pleasure to visit the South Park Lions Business Meeting last night. President Rich Hogya introduced 

District Governor Ralph Imbrogno. Second Vice District Governor Maryann Engel presented Lion Larry Arrigo 

with his 40 year chevron, Lion Joseph Pelan with his 30 year chevron, Lion Wayne Perry with his 15 year, and 

Lion Robert Sloss Jr (not present) with his 15 year chevron. All are still active members. On behalf of our 

community, thank you for your service!  Leader Dog Chair, Jim Engel spoke about Leader Dog..  

Submitted by 2VDG Maryann Engel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SVDG Maryann Accompanied DG Ralph   

                      to  the South Park Lions Club 

DG Ralph Imbrogno, SVDG Maryann 

Engel, Club President Rich Hogya 
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An exerpt from  “A Study in Service”  (1995) by PDG Harold  Fletcher 
 
 
 

 

 

EDITOR’S NOTE:  So many memories of the times spent with PDG Jack at home, at 

Council  meetings , at State and International Conventions. Can’t forget the Lioness Club 

and all they accomplished before  turning in their charte r.     
 
 

The Bloomfield-Lawrenceville Lions Club 

It’s Been a Great Ride… Too Bad it had to End. 

1980 - 2025 
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Let’s get ready to the top of the morning to you! Lions 

District 14B has been invited back to participate in the St. 

Patrick’s Day Parade in Downtown Pittsburgh on 

Saturday, March 14. We would love to see many, many 

Lions participating in the parade to show all of Pittsburgh 

that we are here and we are ready to serve! The parade 

not only has many observers along its route, but it is also 

televised to many viewers. We are planning to have at 

least two vehicles in the parade, thanks to PDG Mike and 

Eileen Crossey and the Elfinwild Lions Club. The parade 

is always a fun time and a great way for Lions to reach 

out to the local community. If all the district’s clubs can 

send 2-3 Lions to participate, we will greatly increase our 

numbers from last year. Also, Sean the Lion will be there 

to entertain the crowd! Please let Lion Michele Falce 

(michele.falce@gmail.com or 412-860-7065) know if 

you are planning to participate. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:michele.falce@gmail.com
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Lion David Zimmer of the Monroeville Lions 

presents a check  to Alice Rathjen of the Monroeville 

Public Library in support of the Library’s ongoing 

commitment to the community  

especially the children and young readers that use 

the Library  facilities on a daily basis.  The library 

supplies not only reading material, but, afterschool 

programs, story time for toddlers, a make lab for 

sewers and crafters and classes from test prep to 

language  learning.. 
Submitted by PDG Chris Raynak 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Just added 3 more 

members! all you have to 

do Just ASK!... 

  
 

Monroeville Lions Club 

Donate to Library 

Clairton Lions 

Club is Growing 

by Leaps and 

Bounds 
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Brother’s Brother Foundation (BBF), established in 1958 and located in Pittsburgh PA, is a 

humanitarian aid organization that supports healthcare institutions throughout the world by 

providing access to safe medicine and services. In 2025, BBF donated over 5.5 million units of 

medical equipment and supplies and 173,000,000 doses of medicines with a combined value of 

over $104 million to a network of partners in developing countries. Over the past 10 years, BBF 

has donated over $1.1B to patients in need through hospitals, health systems, and clinics in Latin 

America, the Caribbean, Sub-Saharan Africa, and Asia. 

 Some of our best sources of medical equipment are local Lions Clubs. These local clubs collect 

new and gently used walkers, rollators, wheelchairs, canes, crutches, toilet chairs, and other 

pieces of durable medical equipment, which we send to people in need throughout the world. 

 We are seeking representatives for each of the local clubs who are interested in learning more 

about this program. BBF can work with the local clubs to arrange pick-ups of the equipment 

collected. Please contact Emily Umble, Assistant Director of Programs, to learn more about how 

BBF facilitates these collections for our local and overseas donations. 

  

Emily Umble 

Assistant Director of Programs 

412.237.2333 

eumble@brothersbrother.org 

 

A big thank you to all the Lions Clubs who are already partnering with Brother’s Brother to help strengthen 

our healthcare program! 

 

This letter  was submitted by Lon Annette James, Secretary, McKeesport Lions Club 

 

 

mailto:eumble@brothersbrother.org
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BRENTWOOD LIONS CLUB 
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The Whitehall Community Lions Club b Members, Lion 

Diane Gallagher, was honored by her employer, GBU 

Financial, recently. Congratulations, Lion Diane! Lion Diane 

serves as our Club's 2nd Vice President. 

Submitted by PDG Mary Ann Belles, President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Lions Diabetes Board of Districts 14-B and E request your participation in this year’s Bracket Challenge Fundraiser.  

It’s EASY  and FUN!  Just complete the entry form found here in the Cauldron and email it to the address on the form.  You 

will be supplied with the link to fill out your bracket when the teams are decided on March 15th.   Fill it out and submit it.  

THAT EASY!  Then keep track of your scoring and place in the challenge on the constantly updated scoreboard supplied 

with your challenge.  Winner receives half the pot.   

We encourage EACH club to participate this year as a service project for one of our global causes Diabetes.  Fund $10 per 

club member, send it to the address on the form and have a member make the bracket choices for that club.  For example,                 

“Anytown Lions Club” has 20 members, mails a $200 check has  President Gym Nasium fill out one bracket and submits 

it.   Again, if the winning Team is that club’s team choice that club will win half the pot.  A lot of fun, excitement,  and 

camaraderie in the club.   

Please support the LDBAW with participation in this very worthy cause of helping patients with paying for their needed 

medications. 

 

 

      

SEE FORM ON FOLLOWING PAGE 
 

Whitehall Community  

  Lions Club… 

Congratulations Lion Linda 
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