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Meet our Newly Appointed  

District Governor 

Lion Chris Raynak, PDG 

 
 

DG/PDG Christopher Raynak has been a Lion since October 1989 and was 

an active member of the Liberty Borough Lions Club serving as Vice 

President in 1992-93 and as President in 1993-94. He also served as 

Secretary from 1990 through 1993 and again from 1994 - 2005 as well as a 

member of the Board of Directors.  DG/PDG Chris became a member of the 

Monroeville Lions Club in October 2015.  He has served the club as a 

member of the Board of Directors, acted as Recording Secretary, was elected Secretary for 2023-2024, and has 

served as a member of the Golf Outing Committee.    

 

DG/PDG Raynak served on the District Cabinet in the following positions: District White Cane Chair 1992 - 1993; 

PA Lions Convention Chair 2017 - 2018; Region 3 Zone B Chair 2018 – 2019; and Vice District Governor 2019 – 

2020.  He served as District Governor the year of the pandemic, 2020 - 2021.  DG/PDG Raynak was elected as a 

board member and Treasurer of the LDBAW in 2021 where he successfully submitted and obtained approval for 

the Board to be designated a 501(c)3 charitable organization. DG/PDG Chris is proud to be a Melvin Jones Fellow 

and was honored with the prestigious International Presidents Award in 2023 by IP Brian Sheehan. 

 

District Governor/Past District Governor Chris has also been involved in various church activities. He was a 

member of the Pastoral Council for Saint Eugene Church in Liberty Borough.  He has served as a Lector for many 

years at his church and as a member of the offertory counting team.  DG/PDG Chris also volunteered as the 

banking chair for the parish festival and fundraising committee.  DG/Past District Governor Raynak was a 

committee member and Assistant Scoutmaster of Liberty Borough Boy Scout Troop 53. 

 

DG/PDG Raynak is retired from the Internal Revenue Service.  He previously had a lengthy career in the food 

sales business, both on the retail end as well as the food service side.  District Governor/Past District Governor 

Chris Raynak currently lives in Monroeville PA, has been married to his lovely wife Lion Mary for 48 years, is a 

proud father of two outstanding sons, two wonderful daughters-in-law, and a highly active grandson.   

 

DG/PDG Chris is an avid sports fan, especially his hometown teams 

the Pirates, Steelers, and Penguins.  He loved coaching his sons in 

baseball during their playing years, and though no longer coaching, 

finds immense pleasure in watching his grandson play baseball and 

swim on the YMCA team and looks forward to seeing him play golf 

for his High School. 

 

He is an ardent reader and very much enjoys working outside in his 

yard. 
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Hello Fellow Lions and Leos, 

The new President of Lions International installed in Boston in July is Dr. Patti 

Hill from Edmonton, Alberta, Canada.  Her theme this year is “Changing the 

World”.  That is something that is happening right here in our District.   

The 14-B Past District Governors recommended me, and I was approved by 

Lions International as the District Governor for the remainder of this Lions year.  

If my name and picture seem familiar, I am a Past District Governor for the year 

2020-2021.  You remember that year – the pandemic year.  Our world shut down; 

our clubs did not meet – those that did met online through ZOOM; our fundraisers 

and service projects were on hold.  What a different world today! 

Changing the World!  It’s time!  We will need everyone’s help to move forward.  Of course we need additional 

members for our clubs.  Just ASK ONE!   We need to retain our current members.  Have you not seen him or her 

at a meeting lately?  Check in on them.   They may just need a little persuasion.  Or maybe they just need a ride 

to the next meeting. Call them.   Are your clubs service projects planned for the year?  So much needs to be done 

in our communities. 

I am looking forward to meeting you again (or for the first time in some cases).  I am looking forward to hearing 

about your projects and helping with your fundraisers if need be.  I am also looking forward to a Fall 

Rally/Rigatoni Night that still needs to be planned.  I am also looking forward to asking for your help on the 

Cabinet.  We all must contribute to move forward and CHANGE THE WORLD.  

 

It's great to be a LION,      

    Changing the World 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PDG CHRIS RAYNAK 

District Governor 
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District Governor, Dr. Kamal Gella 
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Fellow  Lions, 

Changing the world. Changing our communities. 

We can do this. We can do this. With one more member. Do you want to double our 

impact. Do we want to be twice as valuable to our community? Of course, we do. 

It's easy. Ask one more person to join the Lions. If each one of us does that- Just ask one 

more person to join you in a volunteer project. Do this and we will double our 

membership. We will be more visible in our community. We will raise more money. We 

will donate more money. 

Individually we may not change the world, but collectively, we will. 

Every time our Lions deliver in our communities, we make a difference in someone's 

life. 

Over the summer, I started wearing my Lion shirt and pin more often. I was surprised. Strangers came up to me 

and asked if we still sold brooms- if we still collected eyeglasses, etc. 

 I took each one of these opportunities to have a conversation about Lions, the services we offer, the causes we 

care about, the possibility of their joining us to make a difference. 

For the longest time I thought Lionism was when I was at a Lions meeting, a service project, or a promotional 

event. Now I wear my Lion’s persona  like a badge of pride. 

I want everyone to know my affiliation, my commitment, my dedication to service, and my need to have them 

join me. 

Let's not be stingy. Share your Lionism. Let people know your commitment to our Lions, because your 

commitment to Lions is a commitment to the community. 

It's like a smile-- give one. You'll get one back.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LION MIKE CROSSEY 

 First Vice District Governor 

 

I 

 

 

 

 

District Governor, Dr. Kamal Gella                                                                                                      

Lion Michael J. Crossey 
Emma: crossetmike@gmai;.com 
Phone: 412-983-8387 

mailto:crossetmike@gmai;.com
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 Fellow Lions, 

 
I am very pleased to announce that our MEMBERSHIP CAMPAIGN is moving along as well as 

planned.  Remember it is a 3-year effort in the 14B District which will involve three different 
District Governors.  At this point we are all on board with the fundamentals of the 

campaign.  However, so every Lion in 14B is on the same page we need to implement the 

following steps to ensure success in recruiting new Lion members.  We will be asking the 
Presidents as well as the Secretaries  of all the clubs in District 14B to gather all of their 

members’ email addresses and forward the monthly Cauldron to them so that we are all in 
sync with the Membership Campaign.  Also, this effort will help with all Lions reading very 

valuable information that PDG Harold puts out there.  We feel that this information will create 

some excitement and enthusiasm and will help with Lions programs in general. 
SECONDLY, we are in need of Zone Chairs to help manage the Clubs that they are assigned 

to, depending on the Zone Number.  The Zone Chairs will make sure each of their Lions Clubs 
get a sign and prospect cards and a number of membership applications to be distributed to folks who show an interest in 

joining the Lions.  All this will take place at the various fundraisers that the individual clubs will have throughout the 
year.  This campaign is not an overnight effort, and it is going to take time to show positive results.  If we all make an 

effort to ASK folks who attend the fundraisers and,  for that matter, anyone who shows an interest.  Approximately half of 

the signs are already distributed, and we will make a strong effort to get every club its sign and applications   STAY SAFE 
AND BE HAPPY!! 
ALWAYS  REMEMBER :  FOLLOW YOUR HEART AND CONTINUE TO VOLUNTEER!!!!   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

LION RALPH IMBROGNO 

 Second Vice District Governor 

 

I 

 

 

 

 

District Governor, Dr. Kamal Gella                                                                                                      

 Email: ralphpatty@verizon.net 
 Phone: 412-751-2039 

             

Phone: : 

mailto:ralphpatty@verizon.net
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The McKeesport Lions Summer Concert Series at 

Renzie Park in McKeesport was the site for Lion 

Annette James, Secretary to accept the Pennsylvania 

100-Year Lions Club Award from PDG Mary Ann 

Belles. 

 

OOPS!   Accepting the 100-Year Lions  Club Award 

is actually Lion Marie Domingo. Sorry for the error. 

Bethel Park Lions Club 

Honors Local Boy Scout 

PCC/PDG Jay Wells and his wife Lion Leona 

presented our Lions Club's certificate to Eagle Scout 

Jack Wasco. 
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PLEASE GET OUT 

THERE AND ASK 

JUST ONE PERSON 

TO BECOME A 

MEMBER 

 

We have 10 new members to welcome into the Wonderful World of Lionism! 
  

(July 1, 2020 through December 31st  as reported on the MyLCI website) 
 

 
 

      MEMBER       CLUB                                                              SPONSOR 

Thomas Hand                                 Bridgeville Greater Area Lions Club               Lon  Michael Crossey 

Douglas B. Thamas                        Bridgeville Greater Area Lions Club               Lion Michael Crossey 

Karen L. Duboy                             Clairton Lions Club                                           Lion Andrew Duboy 

Laura M. Amos                              Oakmont Lions Club                                         Lion Janet Graham 

George A. Doas                              Oakmont Lions Club                                         Lion Clint Champagne 

John C. Kokales                             Oakmont Lions Club                                         Lion  Nick Kokales 

Nick Paradise                                 Oakmont Lions Club                                         Lion Matt Duran 

David Pingenot                               Oakmont Lions Club                                        Lion  Nick Kokales 

Sherie Scarnak                               Oakmont Lions Club                                         Lion Janet Graham 

Sarah Lapaix                                 White Oak Lions Club                                       Lion Carol Lasch                    

Since July 1, 2023, here’s what our District membership looks like from  MyLci   

        July 1st  667 members      added  16     dropped  12 August 31st  671  members         

We are ranked 16 out of the 17 Districts with District 14W beneath us. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

MULTIPLE DISTRICT 
MEMBERSHIP * 

14G    1503 
14A   1254 
14C   1186 
14D   1178 
14T   1160 
14M   1016 

           14F         939 
14N     924 
14P     913 
14U        862 

           14L     838 
14J     760 
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Yesterday(August 13th), PDG Don Giibala(14N) 

and I paid a visit to PID Carl and Ruth Battistone. 

The purpose of the visit was to present PID Carl 

with a Western Pennsylvania Lions 

Hearing  Foundation  Fellowship to honor the 

many years he served as a board member of the 

WPLHF. At the present time, he holds the title of 

Board Member Emeritus. About the same time as 

Don and I arrived, many of their children and 

grandchildren arrived along with their spouses as 

a surprise visit to honor Carl's 95th birthday. 

They were all extremely nice and made Don and 

I feel very welcome. 

 

The Foundation's mission is to help provide 

hearing aids to those who meet certain financial 

qualifications.  Our service area is the eight 

districts in Western Pennsylvania. Don is the 

president and I am the Vice President of the 

Foundation. Each district is represented by two 

board members. Lion Monica Hancharik and I are 

the two representatives for District 14B.      

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PID Carl Battistone receives 

Award from the Western PA 

Lions Hearing Foundation 
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This Photo

Keep us in 
mind if you 

would like to 
purchase the 
Entertainment 

books and 
the famous 
KOEZE nuts. 

* *  * 
For more 

information, 
please contact 

Lion  Carol Lasch 
at 412-877-4298 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/evelynfitzgerald/3928453910
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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August is one of the busiest months for McKeesport Lions Club.  Aside from the Summer Concert Series (free 

concerts each Sunday evening at the Lions Bandshell in Renziehausen Park, plus Labor Day weekend Rib Cook-

off with concerts each day), International Village is the main event of the summer in McKeesport.  The week 

kicks off with Kids Village Day, where area non-profits host a day of fun activities for kids with giveaways.  The 

fun continues with International Village, an annual festival (63 years now) celebrating cultures from all over the 

world which makes America the great melting pot that it is with food booths representing 17 countries, 

entertainment on the main stage with traditional dancers and musicians, and a polka party each night under the 

blue top pavilion.  Mark your calendar to attend next year – it’s always mid-August – for this great festival which 

not only draws folks from around the area but also nationwide.  

Submitted by Lion Annette James, Secretary  
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McKeesport Lions Club  

KIDS’ DAY and International Village 
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THE WHITE OAK LIONS PRESENT 

 

MOBSTERS, MOLLS AND MARINARA 

Murder Mystery Dinner 
 

Saturday, September 30,2023 
Tickets are $ 30. 

 

Sampson’s Mills Church Hall 
1665 Lincoln Way, White Oak 

 

• Doors open at 5:30 P.M.  

• Pasta dinner served at 6:30 P.M. 

• Mystery show begins at 7:30 P.M. 

 
Come join the fun! We will have auction baskets and 

50/50 available. Get ready for a great evening!!! 

 
For tickets, please call your local White Oak Lion, 

Carol Lasch 412-877-4298    or 
Rich Peters 412-678-3719 
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The Oakmont Lions welcomed six new members at it August 15th meeting 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured Left to Right; Sherie Scarnati, Laura Amos, John Kokales, George Doas, Nick Paradise, David 

Pingenot 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The newly formed Oakmont Lions Club band was featured at the Oakmont Street Sale on July  29th and held 

their first concert at the Seneca Place retirement home in Penn Hills on August 20th. The mission of the band is 

to bring music to nursing homes and senior citizen groups in the area. The band plays a selection of patriotic, 

Broadway and popular tunes. 

OAKMOONT LIONS CLUB’S  LATEST HAPPININ’S! 
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May she rest in peace… 

Lion Laura D. Crawford 

Oakmont  Lions Club 

August 16, 2023 

Lion Diane E. Harrell 

Oakmont  Lions Club 

August 2, 2023 

Lion A. Roger Thomson 

Northern Allegheny Lions Club 

July 4, 2023 

In Loving Memory... 
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PENNSYLVANIA SALES TAX 

EXEMPTION FORM 
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The Lions Diabetes Board 

of Allegheny and Westmoreland Counties 

Would like to Invite you to 

Our 30th 
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Anniversary Celebration 

On 

Saturday, September 30, 2023 

At 

Butler’s Golf Course  

800 Rock Run Road 

Elizabeth, PA 15037 

 

Dinner at 6:00 PM 

 

 

Keynote Speaker is Dr. Sann Mon, UPMC McKeesport 

__________________________________________________ 

 

Reservations should be sent on or before September 16 to:  

PID Cindy Gregg, LDBAW Chairperson 

1130 Willowbrook Road 

Rostraver Township, PA 15012  

Please make checks payable to: LDBAW  

  

Name: _______________________________ Phone Number: _______________________  

  

All meals are $35 each        Amount owed: __________  

Choice of: 

Sliced Roast Beef with Gravy      ________________ 

English-style Baked Haddock      ________________ 

Rollatini - pasta rolled with seasoned ricotta and 

   parmesan, topped w/ marinara and mozzarella cheese               _______________                                                                     
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