
MD20 Peace Poster Contest 2019-20
Theme: Journey of Peace

Winner: LEENA HASKELL  |  Age: 13
District: 20-W | DG Edwin Pike

Sponsoring Club: YHadley Luzerne Lions Club
Club President: Lion Claude Wright
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Student’s quote about peace:

“My poster shows the journey
of peace as a flag path

leading up to a peace sign 
sun. To me, peace means

no wars or fighting.
Peace helps us have a

healthy and happy
mind. I can increase the

peace by spreading
happiness by being kind
and helpful to others.”
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GARY F. BROWN
International Director 2018-2020

From ...     

FIRST VICE PRESIDENT – As I am sure you are aware by now, our very own
PID Doug Alexander was appointed by the International Board of Directors to fill the
remainder of the late Judge Haynes Townsend’s term as LCI First Vice President.
What an honor for First Vice President Doug and all of us here in MD 20. We know
he will do a fabulous job.

Every one of us needs to be aware, however, that he does not automatically
become the Association’s president in Singapore. He must stand for election to that
next office. There may well be other candidates who seek to run against him. Our job
now is to spread the word about First Vice President Doug with our Lions friends.
They need to know what a terrific president he will make. If you can’t come to
Singapore, please spread the word any way you can. MD 20 is very fortunate. We
currently have the Association’s First Vice President, a Past International President
and a sitting International Director. Let’s do all we can to add another Association
president to that list.

PROPOSED DUES INCREASE – The International Board in October, 2019 approved a proposed dues increase to be
on the ballot in Singapore. The proposed increase is a flat $3 to take effect in June, 2021 along with an annual automatic
inflation rider thereafter of no less than 1.5% nor more than 3% based on U.S. inflation. This will be on the ballot in
Singapore. However, there is substantial resistance to the open-ended inflation rider portion of the ballot item. The ballot
item will be further discussed at the April Board meeting. It may or may not
be amended but several Multiple Districts have voiced their concerns about
the rider. I will keep you posted.

NAMI (NORTH AMERICAN MEMBERSHIP INITIATIVE) – This ini-
tiative has shown promise in the nine pilot Districts. At the DGE School next
month in St. Charles it will be offered to any incoming District Governor who
signs up. The rub is that: They must actively sign on to the program. It is not
automatic. There are substantial benefits to those who choose to participate.
Please encourage your incoming District Governor to get on board. There is
nothing to lose and everything to gain for the District.

DISTRICT CONVENTION DATES – I again ask the First (and Second)
Vice District Governors to share with me the exact dates of your District con-
ventions as soon as you have them so I can get you an International guest.
Speaker requests fill up fast, so the sooner the better.

A Simple Reflection: Haynes Townsend. Art Peck. Keith Countermine.
Marlin Nohle. The list goes on. This is just a small sample of the Lion leaders
we have recently lost. I am sure you and I both know of others. Unfortunately,
too many to list here. My point is simple. For every leader we lose, we need
to find a replacement. It’s the sign of a healthy organization and one that pays
homage to those who paved the way. These are challenging times for us. In
times like this I always revert to Helen Keller’s wisdom: “Alone we can do so
little; together we can do so much.”  

Always know that Lion Barb and I appreciate the support.

~ Gary F. Brown, International Director 2018-2020
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NOTICE OF MD20 SPECIAL CONVENTION

Saturday, March 28, 2020

DoubleTree Hotel

225 Water Street

Binghamton, New York 13901

Certification and Voting 11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

January 18, 2020

Dear MD20 Lions:

The appointment of Past International Director Douglas X. Alexander as First Vice President of LCI

to fill the vacancy created by the unfortunate and untimely passing of First Vice President Judge

Haynes Townsend is a source of great pride for the Lions of MD20. According to the LCI

Constitution & By-laws, FVP Doug will need to stand for election to the position of President at the

International Convention in Singapore. That election will be open to anypast or current international

director who declares their candidacy in writing by April 28.

To demonstrate to the Lions of the world that he enjoys the full and unqualified support of the Lions

of his home multiple, FVP Doug intends to secure the endorsement of his sub-district, 20-K1, as well

as that of MD20, within the time frame ordinarily permitted for an international officer candidate. 

FVP Doug will satisfy this first goal at the District 20-K1 convention on February 15. The second

goal, an MD20 endorsement, must be accomplished by way of a special convention for that purpose

held on or before March 30. Such a special convention will not take the place of the annual MD20

convention scheduled for Buffalo, NY from May 1-3, which will move forward as planned.

Accordingly, pursuant to its authority under Article VII, Section 5 of the MD20 Constitution,

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Council of Governors has approved the convening of a

special convention of the Lions Clubs of New York and Bermuda for the purpose of an endorsement

of International First Vice President Douglas X. Alexander to the office of President of Lions Clubs

International, said special convention to be convened on Saturday, March 28, 2020 at the DoubleTree

Hotel, 225 Water Street, Binghamton, NY with certification of delegates and voting to take place

between 11:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m.

Each Lions Club in good standing within MD20 is entitled to a prescribed number of delegates as

determined by LCI after examining membership history on file with LCI as of February 1, 2020. 

That number will appear on delegate forms that will be circulated to clubs under separate cover. Only

clubs that have satisfied all dues obligations to Lions Clubs International and MD20 by March 13,

2020 will be permitted to certify delegates to this special convention.

Yours in Lionism,

PDG Anthony W. Paradiso, Chair

MD20 Constitution & By-laws Committee
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DISTRICT 20-N

East Aurora held a ceremony to
receive two new members into the Club.
Pictured third from left in the back row is
PDG John Shaffer who performed the
induction. Fifth from left is new member
and Director of NFRRS, Mike Benzin,
standing directly behind our other
inductee, Darwin Schmitt. In other Club
news, Christmas dinners were served on
the first two December Saturdays to over
30 residents of Trinity Park and Maple
Crossing Apartments. Lessons and Carols
preceded dinner and a fine time was had
by all. Also, the Club purchased $400 in gift cards from area merchants to be distributed at Christmastime to clients
of Rural Outreach Center in East Aurora.

TOWN OF NIAGARA WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA
On Saturday, December 11 the Town of Niagara Lions Club hosted

the first of what is to become an annual Wreaths Across America
Ceremony to remember all who served in the armed forces, to honor
those veterans and their families for all they have sacrificed, and to
teach our young about those who protect our freedom. The Ceremony
was held at the Witmer Memorial Cemetery. Fourteen Veterans are
interred in this cemetery representing service in the War of 1812, Civil
War and Korean War. Prior to the event Lion John Teixeira was on
Channel 2 News discussing Veteran George Martin and the disrepair of
his gravestone. Within hours donations over $2700 were made to repair
the headstone and a pillar leading into the cemetery. Pictured placing a
wreath at George Martins burial site is DG Regina Cecconi, Tom Tierney,
a representative from the Underground Railroad Historical Society and
Lion John Teixeira.

EAST AURORA WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS ~ CLUB NEWS

WHEATFIELD LIONS PROVIDE COMMUNITY HELP

Wheatfield Lions with Community Care and
Pellicanos Marketplace, provides community help this
Christmas and Holiday Season! The photo is of Lions
President, Walt Garrow (center, back), with St. John de
LaSalle Community Care President, Lynn Siegfreid,
between Walt and the Grinch. The Lions provided
Pellicano food gift cards to the Community Care Food
Pantry. These will be given to families who are in need of
food assistance this Holiday.

WEST SENECA LIONS ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY

West Seneca Lions hosted their annual Christmas
party for their special needs friends. The Dean Bell band
provided the holiday music. Lots of singing and dancing.
Big celebrity appearance by Santa and all his helpers.
Santa had a gift for everyone. Pizza and ice cream sun-
daes were served.
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DISTRICT 20-E1
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DISTRICT 20-E2
The Lions of District 20-E2 held their Fall Conference in November 2019 at the Quality Inn in Waterloo, New York.
The Guest Speaker at the Luncheon on Saturday was International Director Mark Lyon from Brookfield, Connecticut.
The conference had exhibits on various subjects of interest to Lions, seminars/workshops on Saturday, the Luncheon Program which included ID

Lyon’s speech, Club President’s Recognition, the Peace Poster Contest Winner, presentation of special awards, and a memorial service for those 20-
E2 Lions that have passed away recently.

The dinner on Saturday night included music from Bobby McGee and the hospitality room was open on Friday and Saturday nights, where Lions
could engage in card games to benefit Camp Badger and enjoy the companionship of other Lions in our district and beyond.

The International President’s Certificate of appreciation awards were given to: Lion Joan Trost of the Victor Lions for Vision Charities and Lion
Chris Keetly of the Tioga-Nichols Lions for Diabetes Awareness.

The Saturday workshops covered:Diabetes - presenter Lion Mark Donohoe; Lions Camp Badger - Presenter Pat Gillule, Camp Director; Childhood
Cancer - presenter Lion PDG Barbara Gavin; Opportunities to Help Veterans - presenter Robin Johnson from the VA Medical Center; Environmental:
The Hiking Experience - presenter Lion Russ Ebbets; Community Service: Feeding the Hungry - presenter Chris Ehlers of the CSCAA; and Open
Forum with ID Mark Lyon. A good time was had by all at this year’s conference!



2019 MD-20
LIONS

LEADERSHIP
INSTITUTE
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GOOD MORNING BREAKFAST WITH THE COUNCIL
Friday, May 1, 2020 - 8:30 AM . . . . . . $21.00 per person
Tickets Purchased after April 1, 2020 . . $23.00 per person

LCIF LUNCHEON
Friday, May 1, 2020 - Noon . . . . . . . . . $25.00 per person
Tickets Purchased after April 1, 2020 . . $27.00 per person

WELCOME LUNCHEON
Friday, May 1, 2020 - Noon . . . . . . . . . $20.00 per person
Tickets Purchased after April 1, 2020 . . $22.00 per person

You may mail this form with check or cc info to NYS Lions Clubs, 200 Gateway Park Drive, Bldg. A, North Syracuse, NY 13212.  Or you
can email your request with a copy of your check (I will submit your check via  ACH) or cc info to: lionsmd20@gmail.com. You must pur-
chase your tickets in advance.  No meal tickets will be sold at the Convention. The deadline to purchase meal tickets is April 20, 2020.
Purchase your tickets early as meal events may sell out.

MEAL TICKETS CANNOT BE CHANGED OR REFUNDED AT OR AFTER CONVENTION.   

Name

Email

Address

PLEASE NOTE: YOUR MEAL TICKETS WILL BE INCLUDED IN YOUR CONVENTION REGISTRATION PACKET.
YOU WILL PICK UP YOUR PACKET AT THE REGISTRATION AREA IN BUFFALO.

Name as it appears on card: Cardholder Signature

Card Number Expires (month/year) Security Code (3 digits)

BUFFALO 2020 STATE CONVENTION MEAL ORDER FORM
All meals will take place at the BUFFALO CONVENTION CENTER.

BREAKFAST WITH THE VICE DISTRICT GOVERNORS
Saturday, May 2, 2020 - 8:00 AM. . . . . $20.00 per person
Tickets Purchased after April 1, 2020 . . $22.00 per person

LIONS LUNCH
Saturday, May 2, 2020 - Noon . . . . . . . $25.00 per person
Tickets Purchased after April 1, 2020 . . $27.00 per person

Gala - “Beach Party Theme”
Saturday, May 2, 2020
Doors Open 6 pm; Dinner 7 pm . . . . . . $40.00 per person
Tickets Purchased after April 1, 2020 . . $42.00 per person

TOTAL NUMBER OF TICKETS ORDERED ..........................
PLEASE CHECK HERE IF YOU
HAVE PRE-REGISTERED FO THE CONVENTION

As many of you may already know, Lions Clubs International lost a great leader in December, 1st
Vice President Haynes Townsend from Georgia.

We were all looking forward to his year of leadership as our International President with his
anticipated election at the upcoming LCI Convention in Singapore.  Our thoughts and prayers go out
to his wife, Lion Donna, and their family.

Due to the passing of 1st VP Haynes, the Board of Directors of LCI was charged with the respon-
sibility of appointing a person to fill the unexpired term of the 1st Vice President.

After considering all of the Past International Directors and current Board Members in the Lions
organization who were eligible for appointment to fill the vacancy, the LCI Board of Directors has
appointed our very own PAST INTERNATIONAL DIRECTOR, DOUGLAS X. ALEXANDER.

At this very moment, now 1st Vice President Doug is assuming his official duties at meeting in
Oak Brook, Illinois. Congratulations Doug and thank you for accepting the responsibilities of the
Office of 1st Vice President of LCI.

However, this is only the beginning of the process. Doug has been appointed 1st VP but now must
be elected International President of LCI in Singapore at the upcoming convention. You will be learn-
ing more about this process in the near future, but Doug will need all of our support here in MD20
as well as in Singapore as he seeks to be elected as LCI’s next International President.

We are so very proud of 1st VP Doug. Please join me in pledging our support and prayers for
him as he begins this incredible journey on behalf of the Lions of the world.

~ Proudly, Al Brandel

AL BRANDELFrom ...     
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DOUGLAS X.
ALEXANDER
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