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MOST OF THE VDGs



THE NEW YORK STATE AND BERMUDA FOUNDATION IS YOUR FOUNDATION

The New York State & Bermuda Lions Foundation (NYS&BLF) is pleased to have served as a finan-
cial partner with LCIF and nineteen (19) area Lions Clubs to make a significant contribution to the
Central Association for the Blind and Visually Impaired (CABVI) in Utica, NY.  This regional organiza-
tion provides pre-test diagnostics and functional vision evaluations to assist the blind and visually
impaired seeking employment opportunities and improve their everyday lives. Programs include
coaching techniques for healthy living such as nutrition, exercise and competition via adaptive sports
activities in a supervised fully equipped fitness center. The Vision and Wellness Center encompasses
23,000 square feet and includes exam rooms, adaptive technology (e.g. magnified computer screens,
text-to-voice software) and training in physical and occupational therapies.

CABVI headquarters are in a building in Utica donated by General Electric over 40 years ago. The
new extension includes the Vision and Wellness Center that will meet the on-going needs of over
2,700 individuals, a number that has grown by 70% in the last decade. The increased needs result
from a variety of factors, including diabetes (the number one cause of blindness) and vision problems
related to persons born prematurely.

A matching grant of $5,000 from the NYS&BLF was applied by CABVI toward the purchase of an
OPTOS “California” second-generation ultra-wide field imaging system that is used by visually
impaired individuals. A photograph of the OPTOS imager is shown below, along with a photo of the
plaque recognizing the contributions of all the local Lions Clubs, LCIF and the NYS&BLF to the new
Vision and Wellness Center at CABVI.

OPTOS Ultra-
Wide field
Imaging System

Plaque Recognizing Lions
Contributors to

CABVI Vision & Wellness
Center Project

For information regarding matching grant opportunities, please contact the 
New York State & Bermuda Lions Foundation at P.O. Box 445, Glen Head, NY 11545;
Tel. 516-729-8695;  E-mail: NYSBLF@gmail.com or visit our website at www.nysblf.org
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DISTRICT 20-K1BROOKLYN METROPOLIS LIONS HOST
CHRISTMAS WITH SENIORS

The residents at Bergen House were treated to an evening of
holiday cheer. We played games, distributed prizes, sang songs,
and listened to some very interesting life stories. An event of this
nature has never been held with these residents and they have
asked us to come back. This was a very heart warming experi-
ence and speaks to the reason why “WE SERVE!”

FIRST CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTING
at RICHMOND HILL TRIANGLE

It was a cold evening, made cold-
er by the fierce wind. But it was an
evening to remember forever, as the
Richmond Hill-South Ozone Park Lions
gave Richmond Hill its first community
Christmas Tree! 

Despite the bone-chilling weather,
a large number of Queens residents gathered at the RH triangle
for the ceremonial lighting and to share in this historic event.    

Yes, Santa was there too.! He was jolly as he distributed
gifts and took pictures with the children. Older folks soaked up
the excitement of the greatest holiday season of the year and
became kids again for about 3 hours. 

The Christmas Tree Lighting is a project conceived and exe-
cuted by the RHSOP Lions Club, as part of its mission of service
to the community. The goal was to bring the festive celebration of
Christmas to the vibrant Richmond Hill/Ozone Park community in
a way that was never experienced before. There was a beautifully
decorated Christmas Tree and the waiting crowd was treated to
snacks of coffee, hot chocolate and pastries while they listened to
music provided by DJ Tony.Then it was time for the countdown
in which all participated!  Right on cue, the 6 member choir from
the Bethel Living Waters Assembly NYC, Inc. accompanied by a
guitarist, filled the air with a beautiful rendition of popular
Christmas carols.

- Reported by Lion Romer Hitllal, President 

AN EARLY CHRISTMAS FOR CHILDREN IN SOUTH AFRICA
In late 2019, Lions Jerusha

Jacobs (Central Brooklyn), Theresa
Whyte and Gloria Rennie-Murray
(Brooklyn Transi-tion) visited Hannah’s
Place of Safety in Cape Town. They
donated clothing, school supplies, toi-
letries, toys
and a mone-
tary gift to help
the abandoned,
orphaned and
abused chil-
dren who are
there. To make
a donation to Hannah’s Place of Safety, visit the website
www.hannahsplaceofsafety.org/donations.

The Lions also donated school supplies, toys, sweets and
clothing to a Cultural Center in Cape Town and to a school and
Cultural Village in Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe. 

The visits were very fulfilling for the three Lions and they are
thankful that they had the opportunity and resources to support
this humanitarian effort.

- Reported by, Lion Gloria Rennie - Murray

WINTHROP LIONS BEAR GIFTS FROM AFAR
Winthrop Lions and Leos donated

65 Care Packages containing deodor-
ant, insulated socks, anti-bacterial
wipes and other health care items. (See
photo) They were sent to American sol-
diers who are deployed overseas.

- Submitted by Lion Bernice Fraser

“HAPPY HOLIDAYS!”
The Briarwood/Kew Gardens

Lions Club is glad to help those in need
and share the joy of the season with our
Holiday Service Projects!  We collected
new toys, books, hats, gloves and
scarves for the Dept. of Education in
conjunction with the Dept. of Homeless
Services. These items will be delivered to children living in shel-
ters throughout NYC . 

We also donated 30 new teddy bears to each child in the
Pediatric and Pediatric Intermediate Care Units at New York
Presbyterian, Queens Hospital. Each bear was dressed in a
sweater and hat, hand-crocheted by our own master crocheter,
Lion Barbara D’Ambrosio. 

- Submitted by Lion Crystal Courts, President

20-K1 ALLEVIATES HUNGER
Under the leadership of DG

Deborah Harrison, over seventy-five
Lions and Leos from various clubs par-
ticipated in this District Project.  More
than one hundred and twenty three
patrons from the East Flatbush commu-
nity were served a home-made hot,
nutritious meal followed by delectable desserts. Other Lions con-
tributed with monetary donations and/or large amounts of food,
fruit and beverages. (See photos)

Sixty meals were also delivered to a Homeless Shelter for
Women and served to the residents who were unable to travel to
the feeding site. 

DG Deborah Harrison thanked all for their hard work. We
also salute District 20-K1 with a special “Thank You” for their
support, donations and team-work. “We Serve”!

FROM: YOUR “DISTANT COUSINS” IN THE BAHAMAS
The Freeport Lions Club in the

Bahamas received and distributed the
barrels of non-perishable food, health
and cleaning supplies that were sent
from District 20-K1, following
Hurricane Dorian. On behalf of the dis-
tressed victims, we thank you for the
donations which helped to restore a semblance of normalcy after
the island was ravaged.

- Photos were sent by Lion Esther Darington, Freeport Lions

IMPACTING COMMUNITIES THROUGH LITERACY
(READING ACTION PROGRAM) by Lion Dr. Paulett Kenwood

Children love the sound of lan-
guage before they even notice the exis-
tence of printed words on a page
(Mercer, 2018). Reading books aloud
to children stimulates their imagina-
tion and expands their understanding of
the world. It helps them develop lan-
guage and listening skills and prepares them to understand the
written word (Mercer, 2018). Even after children learn to read
independently, they still enjoy the “Reading Aloud” experience.

Working in collaboration with other organizations is a great
way to make the most of existing resources and gain new insights

and expertise that have a long-lasting impact in your community
(Lions Club International). There are organizations that have part-
nered with Lions Clubs International to facilitate The Reading
Action Program.

The Reading Action Program allows Lions to provide addi-
tional assistance to individuals with visual impairments, particu-
larly by focusing on Braille literacy and access to assistive tech-
nology (Lions Club International).

- Submitted by Lion Dr. Paulett Kenwood, MD20 Reading
Action Chair, District 20-K1 RAP Coordinator

SPRINGFIELD GARDENS HOSTS
DIABETES AWARENESS

An informational community
workshop entitled Diabetes Awareness
and Prevention was presented by Lion
Dr. Ron Davis.

Dr. Davis clearly explained the three types of Diabetes: Type
1, Type 2 and Gestational Diabetes and the risk factors for each.
He pointed out the most common risk factors and then reassured
the audience that diabetes can be prevented or managed with
deliberate lifestyle changes.

The event ended with a group photo and light refreshments. 
- Written by: Secretary Lion Iris Allen, Springfield Gardens

Lions  

LIONS ROAR, “THANK YOU,
IVY ROSE FOUNDATION”

In December The Ivy Rose
Foundation of Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority and Delta Rho Omega Chapter
(Brooklyn, NY) presented $1,000.00
grant to the Bedford Stuyvesant Lions
Club. (See photo) This donation will be used to support women’s
health and breast cancer prevention activities.

- Submitted by, VDG Anthony Cochran

CONGRATULATIONS, ANOTHER NEPALESE CLUB IS BORN!
In Dec. our

newest addition,
Queens KTM
Lions Club, which
was chartered in
November, cele-
brated their Charter night at their club home in Elmhurst, NY.
The club began with 29 members and by Charter Night, one
month later, they grew to 34 members.

District 20-K1 extends a warm welcome to the members of
Queens KTM Lions Club.  We wish them much success in all their
service projects.

- Respectful submitted by PDG Melissa Torres, District GMT
Coordinator

HOORAY!! A NEW LEO CLUB IS BORN!!
It was indeed a pleasure to attend

the official Charter Ceremony when 20
new Leos were inducted into the newly
chartered New Achievers Leos Club!
The New Achievers Leos Club, spon-
sored by Arverne Visionary Lions Club
was chartered by Lions Clubs
International in April 30th. 

- Submitted by, IPDG / Leo to Lion Audrey Doorn
KINGS COUNTY LEOS
DONATE 75 COATS LEOS PREPARE “COMFORT AND CARE” PACKAGES
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2020 YOUTH SCHOLARSHIP
The Lions International Pin Trading Club is proud to

announce a Youth Scholarship of $2,500 for a graduating
senior who is the child or grandchild of a Lion, Lioness
and/or a member of a Leo Club.  The most important aspect
of the Youth Scholarship Program is to help a young person
pursue his/her education and follow their dreams.

The LITPC takes great pride in fulfilling the motto of
Lions Clubs International, “WE SERVE”.  During the
SightFirst II Campaign, the pin traders contributed $144,000
to LCIF.  The Scholarship Program is fully funded by the
LITPC members.  Our Scholarship Program is another
example of the pin traders’ slogan, “Lions First”.

Selection of the scholarship recipient will be based on
academic achievement, an essay stating the student’s goals,
a statement of the reason(s) for applying and an overview of
work, community and school service, and letters of recom-
mendation.  Applications and supporting documentation are
to be completed and submitted to the state pin trading schol-
arship chairman by March 1, 2020.

The application and a program description can be found
on the website “LITPC.org".  During 1997 only two schol-
arships were offered and both were received by New York
applicants.  This coming year, three scholarships will be
given.  We encourage all graduating seniors who are the
children/grandchildren of Lions or Lioness members or who
are members of a Leo Club to participate in the Scholarship
Program.

PCC James Schiebel, Chairman
748 Wiler Road, Hilton, N.Y. 14468
585-964-3619; jschiebel@rochester.rr.com

RECOGNIZING THIRTY YEARS

Lions District Governor, Ed Pike, presents a letter recogniz-
ing Lew Plumley of the Long Lake Lions Club (District 20W)
for his thirty years of dedicated service to the club. Lew has
been instrumental in organizing the snowmobile races and
“manning” the BBQ grill which are major fundraisers for the
Long Lake Lions Club’s charitable efforts.

50,000 READING GLASSES
DONATED TO YONKERS LIONS

The Yonkers Lions Club is one of more than 40,000
clubs in 210 countries under the umbrella of Lions
International. Since 1927, when Helen Keller challenged the
Lions to become “Knights for the Blind,” the organization
has been dedicated to projects and fundraising to assist the
blind throughout the world.

Recently, the Yonkers Lions Club received a trove of
more than 50,000 magnified reading glasses through the
generosity of a benevolent donor. “We undertook the chal-
lenge to distribute these glasses because we felt confident
that through our network of Lions Clubs we could accom-
plish our goals,” said Matthew Walker, president of the
Yonkers Lions.

To date, more than 20,000 pairs have been dispersed to
several local Lions Clubs in the metropolitan area.
Recipients include the Yonkers Millennium, Rivertowns,
Philippines, New York Phil-Am, NY Korean American, NY
Cosmopolitan, Baharona and the Yonkers Lions.

The glasses will be used at heath fairs, eye screenings,
schools, and medical missions to the Philippines,
Dominican Republic, Central and South America, as well as
shipments domestically, to London, India and Africa.

The Yonkers Lions Club welcomes contributions to
assist in covering the cost of shipping and mailing. 

Photo by Ed Whitman. Pictured left to right: Matt Walker,
president of the Yonkers Lions Club; Nena Smith of NY PHILAM;
Howard Barman, treasurer of Yonkers Lions Club; Raymond
Smith of NY PHILAM; Roseann Levy of NY Cosmopolitan Lions;
Korean-Americans Aron Shin and Jong Park; and Paul Seto of NY
Cosmopolitan Lions.
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