
Fellow Lions,

It’s April and spring is around the corner! The second half of our Lions 
year is in full swing. Time to update the portal with new officers for 2025-
2026 and reward those in your clubs who have helped you succeed in 
assisting your communities with what they need!

SPAM/SCAM ALERTS – Please be advised that I would never send you 
an email asking for favors, gift cards etc. I only have one email address 
and it is hmcconchie@aol.com. If the email is from anything else, please 
know that I did not send it and delete the message.

Our next cabinet meeting is scheduled for April 5th up in Crown Point 
at the War Cannon, flyer with details are out to your club presidents and 
secretaries. Presidents and secretaries are key attendees but any club 
member is always welcome.

All club secretaries and presidents should have received an email from 
me with delegate forms for those clubs who have members attending the 
state convention. If no one is attending, no need to return the form to MD-
20. If members are attending, please list PDGs at the bottom and regular 
members at the top, have signed by the club president and secretary and 
send on to MD-20.

The 2025 International Convention is in Orlando, Florida July 13th – 17th 
2025. Make your plans to join Lions from around the world! If you have 
never seen the Parade of Nations, you’re in for a treat!

...continued on next page
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“PROMOTE – DEVELOP 
–  GROW”

Meet 2024 - 2025 Lions 
International President

Fabrício Oliveira

MAKE YOUR MARK

April 2025



Mission 1.5 (growing membership to 1.5M world-
wide by June 2027) Is still the most important 
Lions endeavor around. We need to demonstrate to 
new Lions the significant impact Lionism has on 
our communities. Their fresh energy will help to 
invigorate the district, bringing greater excitement 
and vibrancy to our events and our projects. I have 
inducted at least one new member at many of my 
visitations. Please keep up the momentum so that 
we can help get multiple district 20 back to 15,000 
members by June of 2027 from the ~13,000 we 
currently have.

Donations to Lions Clubs International Foundation 
(LCIF), both by clubs and individual club members, 
is a significant consideration we should all make. 
All donations received are used to assist in disasters 
around the world, including many times in our own 
district, unfortunately. Won’t you please consider 
making a donation to our foundation? Please be sure 
to note in the memo line either Empowering Service 
or Disaster Relief. If you use Disaster Relief, please 
don’t specify a particular disaster as when that disaster 
is finally cleaned up, any monies specifically noted to 
that disaster cannot be used anywhere else. There are 
also LCIF raffle tickets out there for purchase - $10 each or book of 6 for $50. See your club secretary, they should have 
received tickets.

Our goal this year is to have all Lions and Leos Clubs reporting service, it’s important to let others know what we are 
doing. Hopefully you are becoming more comfortable with the new Lions Portal but just in case, remember you can 
reach out to District Administrator, Lion Margo, maw1026@gmail.com, for assistance. Here are the basic steps:

To Report Service Projects 

1. Go to WWW.LIONSCLUBS.ORG

2. If asked click GO TO LIONS PORTAL

3. Click MEMBER LOGIN

4. Enter your USER NAME and PASSWORD. (If you don’t have an account, click REGISTER to sign up)

5. Select Service Dropdown, and My Activities

6. Click Create Service Activity. Choose Your Club and click next

7. Input Title and select Activity Type (Donation, Fundraiser, Meeting or Service Project) then click next

8. Brings up a Service Project Form just fill it out. Click Report Complete to finish then select Save
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NEXT ROAR DEADLINE

Submission requirements 
page 44

APRIL
28

karen@deuxflutes.com

...continued on next page
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 IMPORTANT EVENT DATES TO RECORD IN YOUR CALENDARS:

4th Cabinet meeting – *April 5, War Cannon in Ticonderoga

State Convention – May 16-18, 2025 – Niagara Falls

Testimonial dinner – Friday, May 30, 2025, Turf Tavern, Scotia, working on details

International Convention – July 13-17, 2025 – Orlando, FL

*All members welcome, but key players (club presidents and secretaries) should attend

DG Holly McConchie’s 2024 – 2025 Visitation Schedule

April 8, 2025 Hadley-Luzerne
April 10, 2025 Ogdensburg
April 17, 2025 Greater Herkimer
April 21, 2025 Plattsburgh
April 28, 2025 Lake Placid
May 12, 2025 Clifton Fine
May 27, 2025 Long Lake / Newcomb
Rescheduling date Town of Schroon

Dates in Red are tentative, waiting confirmation from individual clubs

Protocol for the District Governor’s Official Visitation

For the District Governor to have a successful visit to your club, please adhere to the following recommendations:
1. Keep your Club’s calendar open for the date agreed upon.
2. Please do not schedule any other guest speaker at that meeting.
3. Plan to conduct your regular meeting and agenda, unless the District Governor requests that he/she speak first. (In case 
of inclement weather or a long drive home for the DG.)
4. The District Governor would be honored to induct new members at the official visit. Please notify in advance.
5. It is customary that the club pay for the meal of the DG. It is optional to pay for the meal of the Partner-in-Service.
6. Send a notice to all members of the Club that the DG will be making his/her official visit. Be sure to give them the date 
and request that as many as possible attend.
7. Be proud of your Club and tell the DG of your activities.

PROMOTE – DEVELOP – GROW: Promote Lionism, develop future Lion leaders, and grow our clubs.

Yours in Lionism, 
DG Holly McConchie 1
3 Marilyn Drive
Glenville, NY 12302 
Home phone: 518-882-6516 
Cell phone: 518 366-1010 
hmcconchie@aol.com 
Galway Lions Club
Galway Lions Club



DISTRICT 20W CABINET
DISTRICT GOVERNOR
Holly McConchie (Galway Lions)
13 Marilyn  Drive, Glenville, NY 12302
Home: 518-882-6516; Cell: 518-366-1010
email: hmcconchie@aol.com

1st VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR
Barbara Bentley (Saratoga Springs Lions)
20 De Voe Drive, Colonie NY 12205
Phone: 518-894-1375
barbann22@gmail.com

2nd VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR
Ed Balaban (Broadalbin-Perth Lions)
654 County Hwy 138, P.O .Box 485 
Broadalbin, NY 12025
716-474-5510
bklynbrn@att.net

CABINET SECRETARY
Alexander Guilmette (Ballston Spa Lions)
PO Box 2454, Ballston Spa, NY 12020 
Cell: 518-847-8831; apg200@gmail.com

CABINET TREASURER
Eric Unislawski (Greater Johnstown Lions) 
P. O. Box 31, Johnstown, NY 12095-0031 
Cell: 518-669-2903; jeneric39@juno.com 

IMMEDIATE PASTS
Priscilla Laurin (Chazy Lions)
207 Sheldon Lane, Chazy, NY 12921 
Home: 518-846-7269; Cell 518-569-4421 
lionpriscilla2324@yahoo.com

GLOBAL ACTION TEAM
LEADERSHIP
PCC Mark Whitney (Town of Schroon Lions)
6825 Lynvale Drive, Fort Wayne, IN 46804
Cell: 518-791-7519
md20pccmark@gmail.com

MEMBERSHIP
PDG Ed Stano, Jr. (Town of Greenfield Lions)
2070 Route 9N,  Greenfield Center, NY 12833
Home: 518 893-7150; Cell: 518-879-5757
estanojr@nycap.rr.com

NEW VOICES COORDINATOR
GMT Family and Women’s Specialist
Your Name Here

EXTENSION TEAM SERVICE
PDG Michele O’Hare (Bethlehems Lions)
8 Turnberry Drive, Slingerlands, NY 12159
Home: 518-475-1908, Cell:518-410-5941
mapohare@gmail.com

GLOBAL SERVICE TEAM
PDG Milledge “Smitty” Smith (Gouverneur Lions)
13487 NY-178, Adams, NY 13605
Home: 315 232 2530; Cell: 315-778-3281
pdgsmitty@gmail.com

COMMUNICATIONS AND 
MARKETING TEAM
DISTRICT COORDINATOR
Edward Balaban (Broadalbin-Perth Lions)
654 County Highway 138, P. O. Box 485
Broadalbin, NY 12025
Cell: 716-474-5510; bklynbrn@att.net

DIRECTORY ADMINISTRATOR
Margo Walrath (Galway Lions)
13 Marilyn Drive, Glenville, NY12302
Home: 518-339-9292; Cell: 518-366-5299

WEBSITE DIRECTOR
Jerry Gordon (Albany & Troy Lions)
15 Hyland Circle, Troy, NY 12182
Home: 518-235-8232; jerrygordon@juno.com

NEWSLETTER AND MD20 
MAGAZINE DIRECTER
Karen Rager (Glens Falls Lions)
82 Hunter Lane, Queensbury, NY 12804
Home: 518-798-3143; karen@deuxflutes.com

FACEBOOK ADMINISTRATORS
Barbara Bentley (Saratoga Springs Liions)
119 East Main Street, Cambridge NY 12816
Home: 518-252-1070; Cell: 518-269-5370
bbentley@saratogaspringslions.org

Edward Balaban (Broadalbin-Perth) 

Jim Cypher (Glens Falls Lions)
89 Bay St, Apt 1, Glens Falls, NY 12801
C: 617-281-4616
jimcypher@gmail.com
Club: Glens Falls
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REGIONS AND ZONES
REGION L
REGION CHAIR 
Jim Winkler (Clinton Lions)
136 Utica Road, Clinton, NY 13323
Home: 315-853-6355; Cell: 315-601-4038 
Wink8@aol.com

Zone “A” Chair  
Bill O’Mara (Clinton Lions)
11 Dogwood Lane, Clinton, NY 13323 
Clinton, Deerfield, Greater Herkimer, Holland Patent

Zone “A” Chair  
Jim Winkler (Clinton Lions)
136 Utica Road, Clinton, NY 13323
Home: 315-853-6355; Cell: 315-601-4038 
wink8@aol.com
Marcy Telephone, New Hartford New York Mills 
Whitestone, Sauquoit Valley, Utica

REGION I
REGION CHAIR 
Ed Balaban (Broadalbin-Perth)
654 County Highway 138, Broadalbin, NY 12025
Cell: 716-474-5510; bklynbrn@att.net

ZONE “A” Chair
Edward Moore (Ballston Spa Lions)
44 Chester Street, 
Ballston Spa, NY 12020 
518-852-3246 
emoore4@nycap.rr.com
Ballston Spa, Galway, Greater Amsterdam, Saratoga 
Springs, Scotia-Glenville, Town of Greenfield

ZONE “B” Chair 
Ed Balaban (Broadalbin-Perth)
654 County Highway 138, Broadalbin, NY 12025
Cell: 716-474-5510; bklynbrn@att.net 
Broadalbin-Perth,  Fonda & Fultonville, Greater 
Johnstown, Speculator

REGION O
REGION CHAIR 
Michele Puleo O’Hare (Bethlehem Lions)
8 Turnberry Drive, Slingerlands, NY 12159
Home: 518-475-1908; Cell: 518-410-5941
mapohare@gmail.com
Zone “A” and “B”Chair 
Your name here 
Albany & Troy, Bethlehem, Duane, Greater Ravena Area, 
Town of Wright/Schoharie Valley, Waterford

TEAMWORK!

REGION N
REGION CHAIR
Lettie Saheim (Mechanicville-Stillwater Lions)
117 Hansen Road, Schaghticoke, NY 12154
Hoe: 518-753-7867; Cell: 518-669-9873
lsaheim117@gmail.com

ZONE “A” Chair
Jim Cypher (Glens Falls Lions)
89 Bay St, Apartment 1, Glens Falls, NY 12801
Cell: 617-281-4616; jimcypher@gmail.com
Glens Falls, Hadley Luzerne, Long Lake, Newcomb, Town 
of Schroon

ZONE “B” Chair
Margo Walrath (Galway Lions)
13 Marilyn Drive, Glenville, NY12302
Home: 518-339-9292; Cell: 518-366-5299
Cambridge, Greenwich, Mechanicville Stillwater, 
Schuylerville, Town of Hoosick

REGION S
REGION CHAIR
Ricky Laurin (Chazy Lions)
207 Sheldon Lane, Chazy, NY 12921
Home: 518-846-7269; Cell: 518-569-7253
rickylions18@outlook.com 

ZONE “A” Chair 
Joe Latimer/Marsha Morrow                                                                                                                      
(Clifton Fine)
P.  O.  Box 52,Newton Falls, NY 13666
Home: 315-848-3578 ; Cell: 315-854-4247
dlatimer@slic.com
Clifton Fine, Edwards, Gouverneur, Heuvelton, Lisbon, 
Louisville, Ogdensburg, Raquette River

ZONE “B” Chair 
Ricky Laurin (Chazy Lions)
207 Sheldon Lane, Chazy, NY 12921
Home: 518-846-7269; Cell: 518-569-7253
rickylions18@outlook.com 
Chazy, Lake Placid, Malone, Peru, Plattsburgh, Saranac 
Lake, Tupper Lake
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District 20-W Comprises These New York State Counties

Albany, Clinton, Essex, Franklin, Fulton, Hamilton, Herkimer, 
Montgomery, Eastern Oneida, Rensselaer, St. Lawrence, 

Saratoga, Schenectady, Schoharie, 
Warren, and Washington.
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GLT Coordinator
PCC MARK WHITNEY

Global
Extension Team
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Leadership Development

Leadership Development
 

Learn. Lead. Grow.
Learning is part of the human experience. It empowers us to improve our 
thinking, our feeling, our communication, and our service. 

When Lions and Leos put learning into 
action, leadership happens.
 
The Leadership Development Team works year-round with Lions and Leos who 
want to continue growing for the sake of their clubs, their communities, and 
Lions Clubs International. 
If that describes you—no matter where you are in your leadership journey—
 training and development opportunities are available to keep you moving 

LOnline Learning

 And prepare for 
your role as a club 
officer with these 
self-paced online 
courses available 
free to you through 
the Lions Portal and 
Learning Center...

Club Membership Chairperson Learning Path

Club President Learning Path

Club Secretary Learning Path

Club Treasury Learning Path



DISCOVER THE
 NEW LION PORTAL NEW LION PORTAL

We’ve updated the digital tools you use as a Lion.                                                                                                                          
To put it simply, we’ve taking the functionality 

you have today with MyLion, MyLCI, Insights and other tools 
and combining them into one cohesive and consistent experience 

— The Lion Portal  —  

https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/resources-for-
members/digital-products/portal-updates
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LIONS RESOURCES
can be found at this link

www.lionsclubs.org/en/resources-for-mem-
bers/resource-center

Fundraising Guide
An interactive tool that helps clubs through the 
process of planning an online or event fundraiser

Developing Local Partnerships
A hands-on guide that helps clubs evaluate their 
strengths, identify their needs, and connect with like-
minded organizations in the commuity for potential 
partnership opportunities

Cabinet Secretary & Treasurer e-Book
Helpful resource that walks the cabinet secretary 
& treasurer through their role providing helpful tips, 
resources and tools.

Dues Billing Table
Break down of dues

Vision Screening for Children
A vision screening event for children in local primary, 
middle or secondary schools that identifies those who 
may have vision problems requiring comprehensive 
follow-up by eye care professionals

LCIF GRANT APPLICANTS 
RESOURCES

www.lionsclubs.org/en/lcif-grants-toolkit#mod1

	

	 4th Cabinet Meeting
 	Ticonderoga................................. April, 5 2025 

	 Sauquoit Valley Lions Club
	 Palm Sunday Pancake Buffet....... April 13, 2025

	 Saratoga Lions Club
	 Night at the Brewseum................. April 25, 2025

	 Region I Zone A Social................ April 24, 2025

	 NABA Spring Celebration........... April 24, 2025

	 Town of Greenfield Lions Club
	 Spring Fling Pop Up Vendor........ April 26, 2025
	
	 Bethlehem Lions Club
	 Annual Pancake Breakfast........... April 27, 2023
	
	 1Region I Zone A Lions Clubs
	 Walk.Bike.Run............................. May 3, 2025

	 Lions Eye Institute
	 35th Anniversary.......................... May 10, 2025

	 Testimonial Dinner
	 Turf Tavern, Scotia....................... May 30, 2025

	 State Convention
	 Niagara Falls................................ May 16 – 18th 2025

	 Glens Falls Lions Club
	 Golf Tournament.......................... June 7, 2025

	 International Convention
	 Orlando, FL.................................. July 13 – 17 2025

	 Lions Eye Bank
	 Annual Golf torunament.............. August 4, 2025

	 Schuylerville Lions Club
	 Tasting on the Hudson.................. September 13, 2025

	 Saratoga Lions Club and 
	 Albany & Troy Lions Club 
	 Charter Night................................ October  11, 2025

CALENDAR
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Dear Lion,

Please remember that all Lions clubs, districts and multiple districts with annual 
gross receipts less than US$50,000 that are not required to file Forms 990 or 990-
EZ must file the e-Postcard (also known as the 990-N). Please be advised this filing 
relates specifically to the 501(c)(4). If your Lions club, district or multiple district 
has a foundation, which is a separate legal entity, the appropriate form will need to 
be filed as well.

Please review the Annual Tax Filing information below. Thank you!

Annual Tax Filing Information:
https://cdn2.webdamdb.com/md_QdqlB8s5OEF81gJU.jpg.pdf?v=1&utm_
source=Eloqua&utm_campaign=LGL_EN_TaxFilingAllClubs_1491935039&u
tm_medium=email 

Please note that Lions Clubs International is not authorized to provide guidance 
regarding your filing. For specific questions, please contact a local tax professional 
or the IRS.

Kindest regards,

Legal Division
Lions Clubs International

Lions Clubs International
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                        Lions SEE, Inc.           
New York State & Bermuda Lions                    Screening Eyes Early                   In Partnership with Kidsight USA 

                                                                               www.lionsseeny.org 

 

 

 

 
Looking to become a more active Lion? 

Lions SEE is seeking volunteers 
 
Lions SEE is currently looking for Lions who have a desire to serve.  If you possess a talent for 
marketing, fundraising, accounting or another skill useful in promoting the mission of Lions 
SEE, we are looking for your assistance.  If you want to work on a committee or serve as a 
director, we want your unique skill set. 
 
Applications for directors are on the website, www.lionsseeny.org  Please email the completed 
application to PDG Mike Lawkowski at michaellawkowski@yahoo.com 
 
Questions?  Call Lion Mike at 716-228-9386 
 
Please submit your application before March 15. 

 

LIONS ARE LIONS ARE SOCIAL!SOCIAL!
Stay connected Stay connected to Lions International to Lions International and our and our service service 

around the world around the world by following by following us on social media.us on social media.
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                                      WE SERVE       SINCE 1954  
  

               The BETHLEHEM LIONS CLUB invites you to our annual 

            PANCAKE BREAKFAST FUNDRAISER! 
      SUNDAY, APRIL 27th, 8:30-11:00 AM 
         MY PLACE & CO. RESTAURANT 
                 241 DELAWARE AVE.  
                 DELMAR,  NY 12054 

           Tickets $12 Adults, $8 kids 10 yrs & under 

   Purchase at the door or in advance.  Includes pancakes, bacon, coffee, hot tea, juice    

                                      

All proceeds benefit local charitable initiatives related to  
Hearing, Vision, Childhood Cancer, Diabetes Awareness, Youth  

and Senior Citizen groups.  If interested in advance tickets, 
       DONATING or ADVERTISING on our Breakfast Placemat,  
          please contact: Colleen at cbonacci16@gmail.com                                      
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Saturday, May 10, 2025
12:00 noon

Albany Counny Club
300 Wormer Road, Voorheesviie NY 12186

Lunch & Program  $50/pp
Special Guest

Dr. Robert SchultzeDr. Robert Schultze

Kindly RSVP by Friday, May 2nd
d:  Barbara Bentley at
Barbann22@gmail.com

You’re Inviid 
   e 

Lions Eye Insstuu
355 Anniversary Celebraaon

                                      WE SERVE       SINCE 1954  
  

               The BETHLEHEM LIONS CLUB invites you to our annual 

            PANCAKE BREAKFAST FUNDRAISER! 
      SUNDAY, APRIL 27th, 8:30-11:00 AM 
         MY PLACE & CO. RESTAURANT 
                 241 DELAWARE AVE.  
                 DELMAR,  NY 12054 

           Tickets $12 Adults, $8 kids 10 yrs & under 

   Purchase at the door or in advance.  Includes pancakes, bacon, coffee, hot tea, juice    

                                      

All proceeds benefit local charitable initiatives related to  
Hearing, Vision, Childhood Cancer, Diabetes Awareness, Youth  

and Senior Citizen groups.  If interested in advance tickets, 
       DONATING or ADVERTISING on our Breakfast Placemat,  
          please contact: Colleen at cbonacci16@gmail.com                                      
 
 
 

 

17



ThGlens Falls Lions Club

Swing for Sight and Sound
22nd Annual Golf Tournament 
at Airway Meadows

Saturday June 7, 2025
Registration at 7:45 am
1st place team $4001st place team $400
$100 per person$100 per person
Raffles and PrizesRaffles and Prizes

Water/Soda/Hotdog at the turnWater/Soda/Hotdog at the turn
Kielbasa and Chicken Bar-b-cue Kielbasa and Chicken Bar-b-cue 
After the TournamentAfter the Tournament

For more informationFor more information
Contact Scott RagerContact Scott Rager
518-798-3143518-798-3143
rager@roadrunner.comrager@roadrunner.com

Event/Tee/Hole Sponsorships Available!Event/Tee/Hole Sponsorships Available!
Help Support our Missions 

of Sight and Sound and More!
P.O. Box 528, Glens Falls, NY 12801

18



Glens Falls Lions Club

Swing for Sight and Sound
3 Ways  You Can Help our Misions
1. SPONSER A TEAM - $100 per person  
 Player 1

 Player 2

 Player 3

 Player 4

2. SPONSER A Tee/Hole - $125 per Tee/Hole
 Company Logo on Tee/Hole Sineage

3. Event Sponsor - $1000
 Company Logo on Banner and foursome with dinner

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: 
“GLENS FALLS LIONS CLUB CSF” 

SEND TO P.O. BOX 528, GLENS FALS NY 12801

PLEASE RSVP no later than 
Sunday June 1, 2025

19



DONOR NUMBERS
Over 750 Donors in 2024, with
August being our high of 83
Donors! 

Facilitated over 1,200 Corneal
Transplants! 

TRANSPLANTS

2024 SUCCESSESWHO ARE WE?

OUR MISSION = YOUR VISION

Contact Us!
4 Tower Place

 Suite 601
Albany, NY 12203

518-489-7606

2025 Newsletter

Making an Impact 
in Your Community
 for Over 70 Years!

Sight Society of Northeastern New York, INC.

155 Corporate Woods 
Suite 150

Rochester, NY 14623
585-272-7890www.lebnortheast.org

The Lions Eye Bank of the Northeast (LEBNE) is a non-
profit organization established by the Lions to restore
sight and improve lives through eye tissue donation.
We serve as a vital link in the process of eye donation.
Dedicated to recovering, processing, and distributing
donated eye tissue for corneal transplants, medical
research, and education.

PROGRAMMING
Established our own DSAEK &
DMEK Programs!

In August of 2024, we placed 50
Corneas for Transplant in one week! 

CORNEA PLACEMENT

Enlarging our facility by 5,000 square
feet

EXPANSION
“GIFT”of Sightof Sight

TheThe
“Every flower I see,

every patient I
help, every smile on

another’s face is
seen through their

eye. Thank You” 
-Grateful Recipient-

“Every flower I see,
every patient I

help, every smile on
another’s face is

seen through their
eye. Thank You” 
-Grateful Recipient-
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101st NY State and Bermuda Lions Clubs Convention
 May 16-18, 2025 - Niagara Falls NY

This year we are trying something different for our Gala held on Saturday evening (May 17, 2025). 

We are looking for districts or clubs to sponsor tables at the gala. 
There will be approximately 40 tables available.

The cost of sponsoring a table will be $50 with the option of having those tables reserved for 
your district or club. A sign will be placed on any sponsored table stating who the sponsor is

 and if reserved, a sign will state that the table is reserved for your district or club.

Districts and Clubs can sponsor as many tables as they would like.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.

For more information, contact Sharon Battaglia
2025 MD-20 Convention Chair

716-474-4039  ~ sharonb20n@gmail.com

Greetings Lions of the US and Affiliates,

We are looking forward to starting off the year 2025 with a big LionsUSA splash!

Our goal is to make a huge nation-wide impact by performing Lions vision screenings in as many of our communities as 
possible during the week of January 12-19, 2025 as we celebrate the birthday of our founder Melvin Jones.

Imagine the difference that can be made for the visual needs of our preschool and school age students!

Imagine the public awareness of Lions in our communities when we do this collectively all across our nation!

More information to follow, but save this week for vision projects now.



schuylerville, ny

Sat, Sept 13, 2025    3-6pm
HUDSon crossing Park
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TASTING ON THE HUDSON

Schuylerville Lions Club

Must be 21 to enter

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/tasting-on-the-hudson-tickets
QR code for TICKETS
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������������
�	����������������

ABSOLUTELY NO CHILDREN

What is MISSION 1.5?
MISSION 1.5 is the drive to grow to a minimum 
of 1.5 million Lion members worldwide on July 

1, 2027, so we can meet the growing needs 
of our communities and serve more than a billion 

people annually.
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PDG Joan Scott Leadership Award
Hear the World

The Lions Hearing Conservation Society of NYS is proud to introduce the 
‘PDG Joan Scott Leadership Hear the World Award’.

This award has been established to recognize a Lion, individual or organization that 
has listened to the needs of their community and helped implement that vision.

Name of recipient can be etched onto the award (total of 40 characters 
including award name allowed).  Award is 9 ¾ inches high.

Purchase price $300.00 (no tax) and shipping is included.
•	

•	 Make checks payable to: LHCS
•	

•	 Mail to: PDG Rick Brisee, 192 Middletown Road, Waterford, NY 12188

Any questions: (518) 209-8812 or rbrisee@hotmail.com
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www.hoffmanhelpinghands.com/fundraisers/
roarwithlions2023
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Free Lifetime Pass for 
Military Veterans and Gold Star Families 

This provides lifetime passes to thousands of 
federal recreation sites. Veterans can present one 
of the four forms of acceptable ID: Department 
of Defense ID Card, Veteran Health ID (VHIC), 
Veteran ID Card, or veteran’s designation on a 

state-issued U.S. driver’s license or ID card. 

The pass can be obtained by visiting 
www.nps.gov/planyourvisit/pickup-pass-locations.ht
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For many years, the Times Union sponsored the Spelling 
Bee in our area, but they recently decided to discontinue 
that practice. So the Spelling Bee approached Eden’s 
Rose Foundation to be the Regional Sponsor, and ERF 
recommended the Albany and Troy Lions Club as the 
lead sponsor and co-sponsored the initiative, leveraging 
its expertise in program development and community 
engagement. Recognizing the need for broader engagement, 
ERF brought in additional partners: The RED (Read Each 
Day) Bookshelf – a well-established literacy program 
with school partnerships, and Albany Housing Authority 
– connecting with families and children who could benefit 
most from this initiative.

Initially, Lion Mike Suske, an ERF employee, headed up
 
this project, but his sudden departure left us with a problem. 
Just like in the comics, Batman came to the rescue! As 
Executive Director of the RED Bookshelf and a new Lion, 
Paul was well positioned for this project. He lined up 
CapRep as a venue for our first regional competition as a 
no-charge contribution to the community. 

Following up on Mike’s efforts, 38 students and their 
families showed up on March 29. They came from as 
far afield as Amsterdam, Middleburgh, Cobleskill and 
Northville. Paul had 5 volunteer judges, pronouncers, and 
other support staff to keep the morning running smoothly.
Unfortunately, I didn’t catch the winner’s name, but she’ll 
be off to Washington to compete in the national finals. 
We’ll keep you posted.

KING LION JODI SHELDON 
5 Grant Street 
Delmar, NY 12054 
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ARTICLES
ALBANY & TROY LIONS 
CLUB
Little Free Libraries
By Lion Jerry Gordon

Report of the board meetings held on March 17 on 
line

Lion Ruth received a $500 grant from Price Chopper to 
purchase Spanish books for our Little Free Libraries. 

We also got $1250 from Stewarts. Jerry reported that thanks 
to a tardy donor, the seal campaign now stands at $1785.

Ruth reports that we bought 396 chocolate bunnies from 
Lions Eye Institute. Eva took 100 at $2.50 each splitting 
the list price. Lions Jerry and Maryanne bought 24 for 
Lansingburgh Boys & Girls Club. Total so far we have sold 
356. We still have 40 available and will donate any that are 
not sold by Easter.

On March 13, Queen’s Guardians of ALFitrah and the 
Albany Leos held a very successful event that fed about 
100 homeless and folks battling substance abuse from 
Cap City Rescue Mission and the shelter on Sheridan Ave. 
They supplied them with personal-care and clothing items, 
including Bombas socks and underwear from the Interfaith 
Partnership. The Leos wore their new Tshirts.

On March 26, the 
new SUNY UAlbany 
Campus Club hosted 
our first zone meeting in 
several years. There 
were around 30 Lions 
present, including 7 
A&T Lions, with pizza, 
salad, cookies, cupcakes 
and soft drinks to 
quell our hunger. An 
assortment of PDGs 
spoke about clubs 
working together on joint projects, the importance 
of growing our membership, and leadership training for 
club officers. The highlight of the evening (for us) 
was DG Holly McConchie inducting our newest Lion, Paul 
“Batman” Collins-Hackett. They’re in the photo 
with Lion Queen Ghaffar-Adjei, Paul’s sponsor.

DG Holly McConchie inducting our new-
est Lion, Paul “Batman” Collins-Hackett, 
along with Lion Queen Ghaffar-Adjei, 
Paul’s sponsor.

The The WinnerWinner

...continued on next page
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C: 518-331-0992 
jodiscott419@gmail.com 
CLUB CORRESPONDENCE
P. O. Box 192, Troy, NY 12181-0192
info@albanytroylions.org 518-512-2722
AlbanyTroyLions.org facebook.com/
albanytroylions

BROADALBIN-PERTH LIONS 
CLUB
Vision Screenings
By DG Holly McConchie

The Broadalbin-Perth 
Lions Club, back row, 

and Tzigane Lajeunesse, LPN, 
KidSight Coordinator from 
the Northeastern Association of 
the Blind at Albany (NABA), 
far right standing, conducted 
vision screenings for Mayfield Central School’s Pre-K 
through 1st grade students this week. Over 100 students 
were screened with a special camera used to detect 
potential vision impairments. Those flagged will be referred 
to a doctor for a follow-up visit. As always, Mayfield 
Central School is grateful for their community partnerships.

The Broadalbin-Perth Lions made a donation to Camp 
Abilities, a service project of the nearby Saratoga Springs 
Lions Club, at their most recent meeting held at C&R 
Restaurant in Galway.

Camp Abilities Saratoga is a one week sports camp for 
blind, visually impaired, and deaf/blind children which 
is held on the campus of Skidmore College in Saratoga 
Springs during the first week of August. This summer will 
be the camp’s 12th year of operation. The camp relies on 
donations and grants to enable campers to attend at no cost.

The staff of Camp Abilities Saratoga features a Camp 
Director with credentials in Adapted Physical Education 
along with an expert in each adapted sport being offered. 
The camp features a 1:1 counselor to camper ratio on an 
as appropriate basis. Camp counselors are usually college 
interns involved in the Adapted Physical Education field.

As he presented a check to Saratoga Lion and Camp 
Abilities fundraising chair Jim Flynn, Broadalbin-Perth 
Lions President Bob Townsend praised the Saratoga Lions 

Club for creating a model that 
has been replicated several times 
around the world, and provides 
sight and hearing impaired 
youngsters a unique opportunity 
to engage in athletic activities 
like their unimpaired peers.

From left, Saratoga Springs Lion Bob Kazalski and Saratoga Springs 
Lion/Camp Abilities Fundraising Chair Jim Flynn, receive a check from 
Broadalbin-Perth Lions Club President Bob Townsend in support of 
Camp Abilities. Camp Abilities Saratoga is a one week sports camp for 
blind, visually impaired, and deaf/blind children which is held on the 
campus of Skidmore College in Saratoga Springs during the first week 
of August. This summer will be the camp’s 12th year of operation. The 
camp relies on donations and grants to enable campers to attend at no 
cost.

The Broadalbin-Perth 
Lions made their 
presence felt at this 
weekend’s Fulton-
Montgomery County 
Home Show and Craft 
Fair at the Broadalbin-
Perth High School.

As in years past, the 
B-P Lions operated 
the primary food 
concession, offering 
chili, pizza, hot dogs, 
candy, fruit/vegetable 
cups, coffee, and a 

variety of soft drinks. The weekend’s indecisive and windy 
weather seemed to increase the event’s attendance thereby 
keeping the Lions busy in meeting the crowd’s appetite.

B-P High School student volunteers took food orders from 
vendors and shuttled meals between the concession and 
exhibits during the course of the event. B-P Lions Club 
President Bob Townsend said, “we welcome the student 
involvement because it provides an opportunity for our 
young people to get involved in community service as well 
as foster leadership skills”.

REGION I CHAIR LION ED BALABAN
654 County Highway 138
P.O. Box 485, Broadalbin, NY 12025
Cell: 716-474-5510
bklynbrn@att.net

ZONE A CHAIR ED MOORE 
44 Chester Street, Ballston Spa, NY 12020
Cell: 518-852-3246

...continued on next page

Members of the Broadalbin-Perth Lions 
and BPHS students sold and served 
food during the Fulton-Montgomery 
County Home Show and Craft Fair held 
at Broadalbin-Perth High School this 
weekend. Several other Lions participated 
during the two-day event.
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emoore4@nycap.rr.com

SAUQUOIT VALLEY LIONS 
CLUB
Abigail’s Athletes Charity
By Lion John Griffin

At the Feb 13th Meeting of Sauquoit Valley Lions 22 
members and guests were present. Peter and Christine 

Freitag were our guest speakers presenting on Abigails 
Athletes charity to support families affected by Cancer and 
to support Cancer Research.

Peter and Christine shared 
with us their personal story 
of losing their daughter 
Abigail to Cancer in 2015 
. Their journey led them 
to realize that Abigail 
was indeed special and 
they decided to honor her 
by starting this charity 
in memory of Abigail, 
whose loving caring ways 
sustained them throughout 

their tragedy. Additional information is available at their 
website at www.abigailathletes.com.  

During the business meeting the Club voted to support the 
MD 20 Lions Raffle with a donation of $250.00 and the 
NYS and Bermuda Lions Foundation raffle with a donation 
of $300.00.

The Club met again on March 13, 2025 where plans were 
discussed regarding our Annual Palm Sunday Pancake 
Breakfast to be held on Sunday, April 13th. The event will 
be held once again at the Willowvale Fire Department and 
will run from 8:00 a.m.-noon. Details on the breakfast are 
available in the flyer found in this issue of the Lion’s Roar.

Planning continues for the Club’s 70th Anniversary 
Celebration to be held in June.

KING LION JOHN MARKLEY
2625 Oneida Street, Sauquoit, NY 13456-3209
Cell: 315-725-9644
golfjjsc@aol.com

Peter and Christine Freitag are 
shown with SV Lions Vice President 
Sue Hughes and Lion Sherry 
Kimball.

NEWCOMB LIONS CLUB
Awards
By Lion Norma Taylor

On April 16th,1966 Newcomb Lions Club was 
official received into the International Lions Club 

Organization. Making this our 59th year! We currently have 
46 members today!

Pictures folowing are Newcomb Lions receiving Milestone 
Chevron Awards! 
Congratulations!

DG Pricilla Laurin 
presenting Newcomb 

Lion Drew Cullen.

President Mark Yandon 
presenting Newcomb 
Lion Paul Hai.
PDG Pricilla Laurin 
presenting Newcomb 
Lion Don Bott.

PDG Pricilla Laurin 
presenting Newcomb Lion Mike Tracy.

Missing from pictures are Newcomb Lion members David 
Olbert and Evelyn Stanley

...continued on next page
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KING LION  MARK YANDON 
123 Marcy Lane, Newcomb, NY 12852 
myandon@frontiernet.net

CENTRAL ASSOCIATION FOR 
THE BLIND AND VISUALLY 
IMPAIRED (CABVI)
Celebrate Abilities
By Cynthia Reuter

Lions Camp Badger will host the first annual
“CELEBRATE ABILITIES” event on Saturday, 

July 26, 2025 from 11am-4pm!

This special day is being held in the middle of our camp 
season to enable people to come together to celebrate the 
unique talents and abilities of everyone. It will also serve 
to say “thanks” to those who have supported our efforts 
at Lions Camp Badger through the years. This event was 
made possible thanks to a grant from the Community 
Foundation for the Twin Tiers.

*Camp tours *Paddleboating *Fishing *Sports 
*Carnival Games *Hikes *Arts and Crafts 
*Music *International Cooking

*Carnival Foods *Camp Store (t-shirts, mugs, 
etc.) *Dance *Superheroes

*Cultural Activities from Mexico, Bolivia, 
Colombia, Ireland, Spain and Bolivia*

-Lunch and Camp Memorobilia available for purchase-

This event is open to current and prospective campers 
and their families, former staff, alumni, Lions members, 
volunteers, agency representatives, granters, and supporters 
of our programs.

LIONS-We need volunteers to make this event a success. 
Please email Pat at patgillule@gmail.com to help! We need 
helpers to assist with cooking, running the camp store, 
providing carnival games, and cleanup. Donations of small 
prizes, bottled water, and trays of store-bought cookies are 
also welcome.

SPRING WORK DAY AT LIONS CAMP BADGER

Help us get the camp ready for summer at our annual
Clean-up/Work-day on Saturday, May 10th from 9:00 a.m. 
until 2:00 p.m.

Coffee and donuts served at 9:00 and lunch at 1:00 p.m.

We’ll have a list of projects ranging from easy to more 
difficult including: Yard work, cleaning, painting, 
organizing, moving furniture, cabin/ramp/stair repair, etc. 
Let Cynthia know how many are coming.

If your club can’t make it that day, we can possibly work 
out another option!

CENTRAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE BLIND 
AND VISUALLY IMPAIRED (CABVI)
507 Kent St. Utica, NY 13501
Phone: 315-797-2233 
www.cabvi.org

 MICHAEL MARRONE
PR & EVENTS MANAGER

CLINTON LIONS CLUB
Students of the Month
By Lion Jim Winkler

After busy schedules delayed their attendance at 
previous meetings, we finally caught up with our 

Students of the Month for January and February. They’re 
twin sisters, Gretchen and Gracen Grimm. They and 

their parents were 
our guests at our 
first meeting of the 
month. The “twins” 

will be graduating this June from Clinton Central Senior 
High School where both have excelled academically 
while being very active in sports (lacrosse & field hockey) 

JANUARY & FEBRU-
ARY STUDENTS OF 
THE MONTH – Clinton 
Lions Vice President Les 
LaBrecque & President 
Gabe Martini present 
Student of the Month Cer-
tificates to Clinton Central 
twin sisters Gretchen & 
Gracen Grimm (March 13, 
2025).
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and school musicals. Both will be attending college next 
fall, Gretchen at Western New England University while 
Gracen is waiting to hear from several institutions. They 
received certificates recognizing their p achievement along 
with a gift certificate to a local restaurant. A picture of the 
presentation was published in a local newspaper.

Our tradition of members attending meetings bringing food 
staples for utilization at our local Country Pantry’s 
Monthly Food Distributions continued. Club members 
donated approximately 110 pounds of food. It was 
delivered to the pantry the following day for inclusion the 
next distribution.

St. Patrick’s Day found seven (7) club members joining 
with 
other 

community volunteers distributing food to clients at our 
local Country Pantry’s March Food Distribution. Over 623 
families (approximately 1,320 individuals) received food 
from the pantry in the Annunciation Church Parking Lot 
in Clark Mills, NY. Volunteers guided client’s vehicles 
double file past food as their vehicles were packed with 
both community- donated food and that purchased from 
the Regional Food Bank in Syracuse, NY with community-
monetary assistance and grants.

The first Saturday in March, three members traveled to 
the Galway Lions Clubhouse to pick up our 64 cases of 
dark and milk chocolate bunnies in support of the Lions 
Eye Institute Fundraiser. Upon return, we delivered the 
respective orders to our club members and began our 
selling efforts. Some club members donated their bunnies 
to our local Country Pantry for the pre-Easter distribution 
and our Middle School Leo Club is also assisting with sales 
at their school. We’ve still got some work to do, but the 
bunnies are being well received in the community.

WET BUT WARMER WEATHER RETURNS FOR PANTRY 
DISTRIBUTION – Multiple Clinton Lions join other com-
munity volunteers as the monthly food distribution at the 
Country Pantry returns to “almost normal” after a tough 
winter (March 17, 2025).

 
We continued collecting 
used eyeglasses 
from previously 
established area 

locations. This month we picked up 290 pair of glasses 
that were transported by two (2) members along with the 
738 pair collected since the first of January to the Central 
Association for the Blind & Visually Impaired (CABVI). 
There, they will be properly packaged and transported to 
the Lions Recycling Center in New Jersey.

This month we approved the purchase of an advertisement 
on the upcoming Clinton Kiwanis Club Pancake Breakfast 
Placemat ($40) and sponsorship of a team in the Clinton 
Little League & placement of a banner on their outfield 
fence ($600).

TUNE UP THE MOWERS – SPRING’S HERE…

KING LION GABRIELE MARTINI
3370 Martin Road, Clinton, NY 13323-3811
Home: 315-853-8669; Cell: 315-794-8516

CHOCOLATE BUNNIES ANYONE? 
- Newest Clinton Lion Alan Perta 
displaying & selling LEI chocolate 
bunnies on College St. (“main drag”) in 
Village of Clinton (March 28, 2024).

Inquiring minds
want to know what 
your club is doing!

karen@deuxflutes.com
28th of the month
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