
Fellow Lions,

It’s May and it looks like spring has sprung! The second half of our Lions 
year is in full swing. Time to update the portal with new officers for 2025-
2026 and reward those in your clubs who have helped you succeed in 
assisting your communities with what they need!

SPAM/SCAM ALERTS – Please be advised that I would never send you 
an email asking for favors, gift cards etc. I only have one email address 
and it is hmcconchie@aol.com. If the email is from anything else, please 
know that I did not send it and delete the message.

The 2025 International Convention is in Orlando, Florida July 13th – 17th 
2025.Make your plans to join Lions from around the world! If you have 
never seen the Parade of Nations, you’re in for a treat!

My Testimonial Dinner is coming up on May 30 beginning at 6 PM at the 
Turf Tavern on Mohawk Avenue in Scotia. Flyer in this issue, hope you 
can all make it as all District 20W Lions are invited to attend. Prepayment 
preferred, checks made out to District 20W and mailed to Lion Margo 
Walrath, 13 Marilyn Drive, Glenville NY 12302

Mission 1.5 (growing membership to 1.5M world-wide by June 2027) Is 
still the most important Lions endeavor around. We need to demonstrate to 
new Lions the significant impact Lionism has on our communities. Their 
fresh energy will help to invigorate the district, bringing greater excitement 
and vibrancy to our events and our projects. I have inducted at least one 
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new member at many of my visitations. Please keep 
up the momentum so that we can help get multiple 
district 20 back to 15,000 members by June of 2027 
from the ~13,000 we currently have.  

Our goal this year is to have all Lions and Leos Clubs 
reporting service, it’s important to let others know 
what we are doing. Hopefully you are becoming more 
comfortable with the new Lions Portal but just in case, 
remember you can reach out to District Administrator, 
Lion Margo, lionmargo20W@gmail.com, for 
assistance. Here are the basic steps:

To Report Service Projects
1.    Go to WWW.LIONSCLUBS.ORG
2.    If asked click GO TO LIONS PORTAL
3.    Click MEMBER LOGIN
4.    Enter your USER NAME and PASSWORD. (If 
you don’t have an account, click REGISTER to sign 
up)
5.    Select Service Dropdown, and My Activities
6.    Click Create Service Activity.  Choose Your Club 
and click next
7.    Input Title and select Activity Type (Donation, 
Fundraiser, Meeting or Service Project) then click 
next
8.    Brings up a Service Project Form just fill it out.  Click Report Complete to finish then select Save

IMPORTANT EVENT DATES TO RECORD IN YOUR CALENDARS:
State Convention – May 16-18, 2025 – Niagara Falls
Testimonial dinner – Friday, May 30, 2025, Turf Tavern, Scotia, flyer in this issue
International Convention – July 13-17, 2025 – Orlando, FL

DG Holly McConchie’s 2024 – 2025 Visitation Schedule
May 12, 2025 Clifton Fine
May 19, 2025 Town of Schroon – PDG Priscilla & Ricky visiting on my behalf
May 27, 2025 Long Lake / Newcomb

Dates in Red are tentative, waiting confirmation from individual clubs

Protocol for the District Governor’s Official Visitation
For the District Governor to have a successful visit to your club, please adhere to the following recommendations:   
1. Keep your Club’s calendar open for the date agreed upon.  
2. Please do not schedule any other guest speaker at that meeting.  
3. Plan to conduct your regular meeting and agenda, unless the District Governor requests that he/she speak first. (In case 
of inclement weather or a long drive home for the DG.)  
4. The District Governor would be honored to induct new members at the official visit. Please notify in advance.  
5. It is customary that the club pay for the meal of the DG. It is optional to pay for the meal of the Partner-in-Service.  
6. Send a notice to all members of the Club that the DG will be making his/her official visit. Be sure to give them the 
date and request that as many as possible attend. 
7. Be proud of your Club and tell the DG of your activities.

PROMOTE – DEVELOP – GROW:  Promote Lionism, develop future Lion leaders, and grow our clubs.
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Yours in Lionism,

DG Holly McConchie (Galway Lions Club)
13 Marilyn Drive, Glenville, NY   12302
Home phone:  518 882-6516; Cell phone:  518 366-1010
hmcconchie@aol.com

NORTHERN NEW YORK LIONS
20W

Cordially invites you to the Testimonial Dinner honoring 
District Governor Holly McConchie

Friday, May 30, 2025 at Turf Tavern
40 Mohawk Avenue, Scotia, NY  12302

(518) 393-3671
Meet & Greet:  6:00 – 7:00 PM with Cash Bar 

& light Hors d’Oeuvres followed by 
introductions and buffet dinner

Dinner:  House & Caesar Salads, Warm Rolls & 
Whipped Butter, Roast Top Sirloin of Beef, Baked 
Scrod, and Tuscan Chicken, Potato or Rice, Fresh 

Vegetable, and Carrot Cake (ice cream available for 
Gluten Free) Coffee & Tea

RSVP:  Lion Margo Walrath 
lionmargo20w@gmail.com 
by Monday, May 19th

Dress Code – Business Casual

Block of Rooms reserved at Hampton Inn, use link to reserve: 
1 King Pillowtop Bed Nonsmoking - $161.82
2 Queen Pillowtop Beds Nonsmoking - $171.12
https://www.hilton.com/en/attend-my-event/albsyhx-600-9ed631ef-
1943-40a8-8e54-1ad091a54a6f/ 

Price:  $60.00  Prepayment to 
Margo Walrath, 13 Marilyn Drive
Glenville, NY 12302 preferred



DISTRICT 20W CABINET
DISTRICT GOVERNOR
Holly McConchie (Galway Lions)
13 Marilyn  Drive, Glenville, NY 12302
Home: 518-882-6516; Cell: 518-366-1010
email: hmcconchie@aol.com

1st VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR
Barbara Bentley (Saratoga Springs Lions)
20 De Voe Drive, Colonie NY 12205
Phone: 518-894-1375
barbann22@gmail.com

2nd VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR
Ed Balaban (Broadalbin-Perth Lions)
654 County Hwy 138, P.O .Box 485 
Broadalbin, NY 12025
716-474-5510
bklynbrn@att.net

CABINET SECRETARY
Alexander Guilmette (Ballston Spa Lions)
PO Box 2454, Ballston Spa, NY 12020 
Cell: 518-847-8831; apg200@gmail.com

CABINET TREASURER
Eric Unislawski (Greater Johnstown Lions) 
P. O. Box 31, Johnstown, NY 12095-0031 
Cell: 518-669-2903; jeneric39@juno.com 

IMMEDIATE PASTS
Priscilla Laurin (Chazy Lions)
207 Sheldon Lane, Chazy, NY 12921 
Home: 518-846-7269; Cell 518-569-4421 
lionpriscilla2324@yahoo.com

GLOBAL ACTION TEAM
LEADERSHIP
PCC Mark Whitney (Town of Schroon Lions)
6825 Lynvale Drive, Fort Wayne, IN 46804
Cell: 518-791-7519
md20pccmark@gmail.com

MEMBERSHIP
PDG Ed Stano, Jr. (Town of Greenfield Lions)
2070 Route 9N,  Greenfield Center, NY 12833
Home: 518 893-7150; Cell: 518-879-5757
estanojr@nycap.rr.com

NEW VOICES COORDINATOR
GMT Family and Women’s Specialist
Your Name Here

EXTENSION TEAM SERVICE
PDG Michele O’Hare (Bethlehems Lions)
8 Turnberry Drive, Slingerlands, NY 12159
Home: 518-475-1908, Cell:518-410-5941
mapohare@gmail.com

GLOBAL SERVICE TEAM
PDG Milledge “Smitty” Smith (Gouverneur Lions)
13487 NY-178, Adams, NY 13605
Home: 315 232 2530; Cell: 315-778-3281
pdgsmitty@gmail.com

COMMUNICATIONS AND 
MARKETING TEAM
DISTRICT COORDINATOR
Edward Balaban (Broadalbin-Perth Lions)
654 County Highway 138, P. O. Box 485
Broadalbin, NY 12025
Cell: 716-474-5510; bklynbrn@att.net

DIRECTORY ADMINISTRATOR
Margo Walrath (Galway Lions)
13 Marilyn Drive, Glenville, NY12302
Home: 518-339-9292; Cell: 518-366-5299

WEBSITE DIRECTOR
Jerry Gordon (Albany & Troy Lions)
15 Hyland Circle, Troy, NY 12182
Home: 518-235-8232; jerrygordon@juno.com

NEWSLETTER AND MD20 
MAGAZINE DIRECTER
Karen Rager (Glens Falls Lions)
82 Hunter Lane, Queensbury, NY 12804
Home: 518-798-3143; karen@deuxflutes.com

FACEBOOK ADMINISTRATORS
Barbara Bentley (Saratoga Springs Liions)
119 East Main Street, Cambridge NY 12816
Home: 518-252-1070; Cell: 518-269-5370
bbentley@saratogaspringslions.org

Edward Balaban (Broadalbin-Perth) 

Jim Cypher (Glens Falls Lions)
89 Bay St, Apt 1, Glens Falls, NY 12801
C: 617-281-4616
jimcypher@gmail.com
Club: Glens Falls
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REGIONS AND ZONES
REGION L
REGION CHAIR 
Jim Winkler (Clinton Lions)
136 Utica Road, Clinton, NY 13323
Home: 315-853-6355; Cell: 315-601-4038 
Wink8@aol.com

Zone “A” Chair  
Bill O’Mara (Clinton Lions)
11 Dogwood Lane, Clinton, NY 13323 
Clinton, Deerfield, Greater Herkimer, Holland Patent

Zone “A” Chair  
Jim Winkler (Clinton Lions)
136 Utica Road, Clinton, NY 13323
Home: 315-853-6355; Cell: 315-601-4038 
wink8@aol.com
Marcy Telephone, New Hartford New York Mills 
Whitestone, Sauquoit Valley, Utica

REGION I
REGION CHAIR 
Ed Balaban (Broadalbin-Perth)
654 County Highway 138, Broadalbin, NY 12025
Cell: 716-474-5510; bklynbrn@att.net

ZONE “A” Chair
Edward Moore (Ballston Spa Lions)
44 Chester Street, 
Ballston Spa, NY 12020 
518-852-3246 
emoore4@nycap.rr.com
Ballston Spa, Galway, Greater Amsterdam, Saratoga 
Springs, Scotia-Glenville, Town of Greenfield

ZONE “B” Chair 
Ed Balaban (Broadalbin-Perth)
654 County Highway 138, Broadalbin, NY 12025
Cell: 716-474-5510; bklynbrn@att.net 
Broadalbin-Perth,  Fonda & Fultonville, Greater 
Johnstown, Speculator

REGION O
REGION CHAIR 
Michele Puleo O’Hare (Bethlehem Lions)
8 Turnberry Drive, Slingerlands, NY 12159
Home: 518-475-1908; Cell: 518-410-5941
mapohare@gmail.com
Zone “A” and “B”Chair 
Your name here 
Albany & Troy, Bethlehem, Duane, Greater Ravena Area, 
Town of Wright/Schoharie Valley, Waterford

TEAMWORK!

REGION N
REGION CHAIR
Lettie Saheim (Mechanicville-Stillwater Lions)
117 Hansen Road, Schaghticoke, NY 12154
Hoe: 518-753-7867; Cell: 518-669-9873
lsaheim117@gmail.com

ZONE “A” Chair
Jim Cypher (Glens Falls Lions)
89 Bay St, Apartment 1, Glens Falls, NY 12801
Cell: 617-281-4616; jimcypher@gmail.com
Glens Falls, Hadley Luzerne, Long Lake, Newcomb, Town 
of Schroon

ZONE “B” Chair
Margo Walrath (Galway Lions)
13 Marilyn Drive, Glenville, NY12302
Home: 518-339-9292; Cell: 518-366-5299
Cambridge, Greenwich, Mechanicville Stillwater, 
Schuylerville, Town of Hoosick

REGION S
REGION CHAIR
Ricky Laurin (Chazy Lions)
207 Sheldon Lane, Chazy, NY 12921
Home: 518-846-7269; Cell: 518-569-7253
rickylions18@outlook.com 

ZONE “A” Chair 
Joe Latimer/Marsha Morrow                                                                                                                      
(Clifton Fine)
P.  O.  Box 52,Newton Falls, NY 13666
Home: 315-848-3578 ; Cell: 315-854-4247
dlatimer@slic.com
Clifton Fine, Edwards, Gouverneur, Heuvelton, Lisbon, 
Louisville, Ogdensburg, Raquette River

ZONE “B” Chair 
Ricky Laurin (Chazy Lions)
207 Sheldon Lane, Chazy, NY 12921
Home: 518-846-7269; Cell: 518-569-7253
rickylions18@outlook.com 
Chazy, Lake Placid, Malone, Peru, Plattsburgh, Saranac 
Lake, Tupper Lake

5



District 20-W Comprises These New York State Counties

Albany, Clinton, Essex, Franklin, Fulton, Hamilton, Herkimer, 
Montgomery, Eastern Oneida, Rensselaer, St. Lawrence, 

Saratoga, Schenectady, Schoharie, 
Warren, and Washington.

6



GMT Coordinator
PDG ED STANO

Global
Membership Team

7

PLEASE!!! 

Make sure your flyers and photos come in as 
.jpg or .pdfs and articles Word or .pdfs.

Something is going on with my Outlook and some 
files are as blank or not opening at all.

If your flyer, photos or articles aren’t in this 
month’s Roar, it is because I couldn’t open them.

I am working on resolving this and apologize. 
Please resend and let me know it is 

a resend for June.

please resend and I will include your GMT 
message in next month’s Roar with PDG Smitty’s.)

(PDG Ed, My apologies, yours opened as blank; 



DISCOVER THE
 NEW LION PORTAL NEW LION PORTAL

We’ve updated the digital tools you use as a Lion.                                                                                                                          
To put it simply, we’ve taking the functionality 

you have today with MyLion, MyLCI, Insights and other tools 
and combining them into one cohesive and consistent experience 

— The Lion Portal  —  

https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/resources-for-
members/digital-products/portal-updates
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LIONS RESOURCES
can be found at this link

www.lionsclubs.org/en/resources-for-mem-
bers/resource-center

Fundraising Guide
An interactive tool that helps clubs through the 
process of planning an online or event fundraiser

Developing Local Partnerships
A hands-on guide that helps clubs evaluate their 
strengths, identify their needs, and connect with like-
minded organizations in the commuity for potential 
partnership opportunities

Cabinet Secretary & Treasurer e-Book
Helpful resource that walks the cabinet secretary 
& treasurer through their role providing helpful tips, 
resources and tools.

Dues Billing Table
Break down of dues

Vision Screening for Children
A vision screening event for children in local primary, 
middle or secondary schools that identifies those who 
may have vision problems requiring comprehensive 
follow-up by eye care professionals

LCIF GRANT APPLICANTS 
RESOURCES

www.lionsclubs.org/en/lcif-grants-toolkit#mod1

 

 CABVI
 Guide Demonstration .................. May 7, 2025

 Galway Lions Club
 3rd Annual Pulled Pork Roast ..... May 9, 2025

 Lions Eye Institute
 35th Anniversary ......................... May 10, 2025

 Testimonial Dinner
 Turf Tavern, Scotia ...................... May 30, 2025

 State Convention
 Niagara Falls ............................... May 16 – 18th 2025

 NABA
 Spring Celebration ...................... May 24, 2025

 Glens Falls Lions Club
 Golf Tournament ......................... June 7, 2025

 International Convention
 Orlando, FL ................................. July 13 – 17 2025

 Lions Eye Bank
 Annual Golf Tournnament .......... August 4, 2025

 Schuylerville Lions Club
 Tasting on the Hudson ................. September 13, 2025

 Saratoga Lions Club and 
 Albany & Troy Lions Club 

CALENDAR

 100th Charter Night ...................... October  11, 2025
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Dear Lion,

Please remember that all Lions clubs, districts and multiple districts with annual 
gross receipts less than US$50,000 that are not required to file Forms 990 or 990-
EZ must file the e-Postcard (also known as the 990-N). Please be advised this filing 
relates specifically to the 501(c)(4). If your Lions club, district or multiple district 
has a foundation, which is a separate legal entity, the appropriate form will need to 
be filed as well.

Please review the Annual Tax Filing information below. Thank you!

Annual Tax Filing Information:
https://cdn2.webdamdb.com/md_QdqlB8s5OEF81gJU.jpg.pdf?v=1&utm_
source=Eloqua&utm_campaign=LGL_EN_TaxFilingAllClubs_1491935039&u
tm_medium=email 

Please note that Lions Clubs International is not authorized to provide guidance 
regarding your filing. For specific questions, please contact a local tax professional 
or the IRS.

Kindest regards,

Legal Division
Lions Clubs International

Lions Clubs International
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3rd  ANNUAL GALWAY LIONS 
CLUB PULLED PORK DINNER

Friday, May 9, 2025, 3 PM – 6 PM or until 
sold out (200 dinners ordered)

Dockstader Field, Route 147, Galway
Catered by The Dugout, Galway

Menu:  Pulled Pork, Macaroni & Cheese, 
Cole Slaw, Corn Bread & Butter, 
Dessert & Bottled Water

$16– for reservations 518 882-6516 Lion 
Holly
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Saturday, May 10, 2025
12:00 noon

Albany Counny Club
300 Wormer Road, Voorheesviie NY 12186

Lunch & Program  $50/pp
Special Guest

Dr. Robert SchultzeDr. Robert Schultze

Kindly RSVP by Friday, May 2nd
d:  Barbara Bentley at
Barbann22@gmail.com

You’re Inviid 
d  e 

Lions Eye Insstui
35  Anniversary Celebrason



ThGlens Falls Lions Club

Swing for Sight and Sound
22nd Annual Golf Tournament 
at Airway Meadows

Saturday June 7, 2025
Registration at 7:45 am
1st place team $4001st place team $400
$100 per person$100 per person
Raffles and PrizesRaffles and Prizes

Water/Soda/Hotdog at the turnWater/Soda/Hotdog at the turn
Kielbasa and Chicken Bar-b-cue Kielbasa and Chicken Bar-b-cue 
After the TournamentAfter the Tournament

For more informationFor more information
Contact Scott RagerContact Scott Rager
518-798-3143518-798-3143
rager@roadrunner.comrager@roadrunner.com

Event/Tee/Hole Sponsorships Available!Event/Tee/Hole Sponsorships Available!
Help Support our Missions 

of Sight and Sound and More!
P.O. Box 528, Glens Falls, NY 12801

14
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Glens Falls Lions Club

Swing for Sight and Sound
3 Ways  You Can Help our Misions
1. SPONSER A TEAM - $100 per person  
 Player 1

 Player 2

 Player 3

 Player 4

2. SPONSER A Tee/Hole - $125 per Tee/Hole
 Company Logo on Tee/Hole Sineage

3. Event Sponsor - $1000
 Company Logo on Banner and foursome with dinner

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: 
“GLENS FALLS LIONS CLUB CSF” 

SEND TO P.O. BOX 528, GLENS FALS NY 12801

PLEASE RSVP no later than 
Sunday June 1, 2025



DONOR NUMBERS
Over 750 Donors in 2024, with
August being our high of 83
Donors! 

Facilitated over 1,200 Corneal
Transplants! 

TRANSPLANTS

2024 SUCCESSESWHO ARE WE?

OUR MISSION = YOUR VISION

Contact Us!
4 Tower Place

 Suite 601
Albany, NY 12203

518-489-7606

2025 Newsletter

Making an Impact 
in Your Community
 for Over 70 Years!

Sight Society of Northeastern New York, INC.

155 Corporate Woods 
Suite 150

Rochester, NY 14623
585-272-7890www.lebnortheast.org

The Lions Eye Bank of the Northeast (LEBNE) is a non-
profit organization established by the Lions to restore
sight and improve lives through eye tissue donation.
We serve as a vital link in the process of eye donation.
Dedicated to recovering, processing, and distributing
donated eye tissue for corneal transplants, medical
research, and education.

PROGRAMMING
Established our own DSAEK &
DMEK Programs!

In August of 2024, we placed 50
Corneas for Transplant in one week! 

CORNEA PLACEMENT

Enlarging our facility by 5,000 square
feet

EXPANSION
“GIFT”of Sightof Sight

TheThe
“Every flower I see,

every patient I
help, every smile on

another’s face is
seen through their

eye. Thank You” 
-Grateful Recipient-

“Every flower I see,
every patient I

help, every smile on
another’s face is

seen through their
eye. Thank You” 
-Grateful Recipient-

16
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101st NY State and Bermuda Lions Clubs Convention
 May 16-18, 2025 - Niagara Falls NY

This year we are trying something different for our Gala held on Saturday evening (May 17, 2025). 

We are looking for districts or clubs to sponsor tables at the gala. 
There will be approximately 40 tables available.

The cost of sponsoring a table will be $50 with the option of having those tables reserved for 
your district or club. A sign will be placed on any sponsored table stating who the sponsor is

 and if reserved, a sign will state that the table is reserved for your district or club.

Districts and Clubs can sponsor as many tables as they would like.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.

For more information, contact Sharon Battaglia
2025 MD-20 Convention Chair

716-474-4039  ~ sharonb20n@gmail.com

Greetings Lions of the US and Affiliates,

We are looking forward to starting off the year 2025 with a big LionsUSA splash!

Our goal is to make a huge nation-wide impact by performing Lions vision screenings in as many of our communities as 
possible during the week of January 12-19, 2025 as we celebrate the birthday of our founder Melvin Jones.

Imagine the difference that can be made for the visual needs of our preschool and school age students!

Imagine the public awareness of Lions in our communities when we do this collectively all across our nation!

More information to follow, but save this week for vision projects now.



schuylerville, ny

Sat, Sept 13, 2025    3-6pm
HUDSon crossing Park
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TASTING ON THE HUDSON

Schuylerville Lions Club

Must be 21 to enter

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/tasting-on-the-hudson-tickets
QR code for TICKETS

��������������������������������������
�	����������������

ABSOLUTELY NO CHILDREN

What is MISSION 1.5?
MISSION 1.5 is the drive to grow to a minimum 
of 1.5 million Lion members worldwide on July 

1, 2027, so we can meet the growing needs 
of our communities and serve more than a billion 

people annually.
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PDG Joan Scott Leadership Award
Hear the World

The Lions Hearing Conservation Society of NYS is proud to introduce the 
‘PDG Joan Scott Leadership Hear the World Award’.

This award has been established to recognize a Lion, individual or organization that 
has listened to the needs of their community and helped implement that vision.

Name of recipient can be etched onto the award (total of 40 characters 
including award name allowed).  Award is 9 ¾ inches high.

Purchase price $300.00 (no tax) and shipping is included.
•	

•	 Make checks payable to: LHCS
•	

Any questions: (315) 868-3206 or daparmon@gmail.com

•  Mail to: Lion Dave Parmon, 151 Jones Rd, Saratoga Springs, NY 12866
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www.hoffmanhelpinghands.com/fundraisers/
roarwithlions2023
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Free Lifetime Pass for 
Military Veterans and Gold Star Families 

This provides lifetime passes to thousands of 
federal recreation sites. Veterans can present one 
of the four forms of acceptable ID: Department 
of Defense ID Card, Veteran Health ID (VHIC), 
Veteran ID Card, or veteran’s designation on a 

state-issued U.S. driver’s license or ID card. 

The pass can be obtained by visiting 
www.nps.gov/planyourvisit/pickup-pass-locations.ht
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At the 100th party, there will be a continuous loop showing 
as many old pictures as we can come up with. Jerry and 
Ruth (and perhaps others) have photos from the last 20-30 
years, but we’d love to get even older ones. If anyone has 
any memorabilia that we can borrow and photo
graph or scan, please get it to Jerry asap. 

We approved the purchase of two Camp Badger raffle 
tickets @$50 in the club’s name.  

Ruth had a request from a grandmother for reimbursement 
of $80 she spent on a grandchild’s glasses, which we 
approved.

Earth Day 
We had local children with their parents creating boxes for 
the bee hives. Lions provided children’s books courtesy of 
the Red Bookshelf and Lion Paul Collins-Hackett and a 
variety of seeds and tools for planting at the community 
garden or at one’s home. We also created 75 special 
inspiring greetings cards for our regional spelling bee 
winner Krrisha as she goes off to Washington to compete 
nationally. We created a space for the community to come 
together in fellowship, and to beautify our environment. 
Refreshments, music, crafts, seeds and plant equipment 
were provided.  

KING LION JODI SHELDON 
5 Grant Street 
Delmar, NY 12054 
C: 518-331-0992 
jodiscott419@gmail.com 

CLUB CORRESPONDENCE
P. O. Box 192, Troy, NY 12181-0192
info@albanytroylions.org 518-512-2722
AlbanyTroyLions.org facebook.com/albanytroylions
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ARTICLES
ALBANY & TROY LIONS 
CLUB
Earth Day
By Lion Jerry Gordon

Report of the general and board meetings held on 
April 2 at Margarita City 

We accepted the membership application from Khalel 
“Nightwing” Hamlin, who was the pronouncer at the 

spelling bee. His sponsor is Paul Collins-Hackett. 

We spent some time going over the slate of candidates for 
next year. Jerry will send it out for a vote by all members. 

An Earth Day event was planned for Sat, April 19, at the 
Hive and Albany Victory Gardens, from 12 PM to 4 PM. 
We approved a $500 donation to Albany Victory Gardens to 
help defray various expenses. We need volunteers for these 
functions: 
· Work with children at various stations with activities such  
as art and drumming 
· Man information tables, hand out literature, answer 
questions 
· A few strong backs to carry and move tables and other 
stuff. 

We will submit grant applications to Brandel-Murphy and 
the NYS&BLF for funds to defray our $5k obligation for 
the spelling bee.  

Report of the board meetings held on April 21 on 
line 
The weather limited our Earth Day activities, but we did 
hold an indoor event at the Hub. Both parents and kids 
made bee boxes and planted seedlings. They created 75 
greeting cards for Krrisha Agarwal, our local spelling 
bee winner, to encourage her on her upcoming trip to 
Washington for the finals. 

Paul and Queen are working with South End Children’s 
Café and Big Brothers/Big Sisters towards some joint 
projects involving our Leos Club. Queen has posted the 
activities on the Lions portal. 

Ruth has been adding 40-50 books every week to our 
Clinton Ave library.  karen@deuxflutes.com
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BROADALBIN-PERTH LIONS 
CLUB
Supporting Schools
By Lion Ed Balaban

The Broadalbin-Perth 
Lions covered a lot of 

ground this week as they 
picked up food for their 
ongoing Backpack Program 
supporting Mayfield Central 
School and provided vision 
screening to youngsters at 
Northville Central School.

Shortly after 8 AM on Friday, 
Lions Mike Auricchio and 
Tim Ott were on the south 
side of Amsterdam where 
they met a delivery truck 
from the Regional Food Bank 
of Northeastern New York, 
which delivered a pallet of 
food earmarked for Mayfield 
Central School’s backpack 

program. The Lions transferred the food to their vehicles 
and proceeded to Mayfield. The program provides food to 
those students who are less fortunate.

Later that morning, 
several other Lions 
along with Tzigane 
Lajeunesse, LPN, 
KidSight Coordinator 
from the Northeastern 
Association of the 
Blind at Albany 
(NABA), were at 
Northville Central 
School to conduct 
vision screenings 
for the school’s 
Pre-K through 1st 
grade students. Over 
30 students were 
screened with a 
special camera used 
to detect potential 
vision impairments. 
Those flagged will be 

Broadalbin-Perth Lions, from left, Past 
District Governor Linda Rhinehart, 
Tom Kevlin, Valerie Kevlin, Northville 
Central School Nurse Charlotte Renner, 
Lions Debbie Murphy and Dan Sardelli, 
with Tzigane Lajeunesse, LPN, KidSight 
Coordinator from the Northeastern 
Association of the Blind at Albany (NABA), 
front kneeling, conducted vision screenings 
for Northville Central School's Pre-K 
through 1st grade students this week. Over 
30 students were screened with a special 
camera used to detect potential vision 
impairments. Those flagged will be referred 
to a doctor for a follow-up visit. 

Broadalbin-Perth Lions serve hungry and thirsty 
parents and children at the Broadalbin Youth 
Commission’s spring soccer season opener at the 
Broadalbin Town Athletic Fields, Saturday, May 3. 
All proceeds and donations go back into the greater 
Broadalbin-Perth-Mayfield community.

referred to a doctor for a follow-up visit. 
The Broadalbin-Perth Lions Club showed their ongoing 
support of the Broadalbin Youth Commission when they 
set up their refreshment tent at this weekend’s start of 
the spring soccer season at the Broadalbin Town Athletic 
Fields.

The Lions’ involvement with the BYC is one of their local 
efforts aligned with Lions Clubs International’s focus area 
of positive youth development.
 
KING LION ROBERT TOWNSEND
05 CO HWY 126, Amsterdam, NY 12010 
Home 518-843-6553; Cell 518- 866-1250 
rtownsen@nycap.rr.com  

CLUB CORRESPONDENCE 
P O Box 331, Broadalbin, NY 12025-0331 
bplions@hotmail.com 
e-clubhouse.org/sites/broadalbinny/

CENTRAL ASSOCIATION FOR 
THE BLIND AND VISUALLY 
IMPAIRED (CABVI)
Honoring CVRTs
By Cynthia Reuter

During the week of April 14, the Central Association for 
the Blind and Visually Impaired (CABVI) is honoring 

its Certified Vision Rehabilitation Therapists (CVRT). 

Broadalbin-Perth Lions Mike 
Aurrichio, left, and Tim Ott, right, 
pick up their Club's share of food 
from the Regional Food Bank of 
Northeastern New York. The Lions 
delivered the food to Mayfield 
Central School in support of that 
school's Backpack Program which 
provides food to less fortunate 
students.
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Vision Rehabilitation Therapist Appreciation Week aims to 
honor the dedicated professionals who play a crucial role 
in empowering those who have vision loss to lead more 
independent lives.

This week-long celebration is observed during the week of 
April 14th in honor of Anne Sullivan’s birthday. Sullivan 
was the teacher who worked closely with Helen Keller 
to develop the skills she would later use as a lecturer and 
advocate for individuals with vision and hearing loss. 

“What I love most about being a CVRT is the opportunity 
to blend my clinical knowledge and creativity to forge 
meaningful connections with my consumers. By learning 
about their unique life experiences and skills, I can 
effectively tailor and adapt activities of daily living to their 
needs, ensuring they are provided with the best possible 
support, instruction, and useful tools,” says Laura Yakey, a 
CVRT at CABVI.

VRTs are specialized professionals who provide essential 
training and support for people who are blind or visually 
impaired.  

Their services include:
* Teaching the use of screen readers, magnification 
software, Braille displays, and voice-activated assistants.
* Training in cooking, money identification, medication 
management, clothing care, and organization techniques.
* Techniques for home safety and spatial awareness.
* Adaption in home and work environments to vision 
changes.

The Central Association for the Blind and Visually 
Impaired (CABVI) hosted its Sips for the Senses event on 
Thursday at the Metropolitan Club at NBT Bank Stadium, 
providing the community with a unique opportunity to 
engage with cutting-edge assistive technology and learn 
more about CABVI’s impactful programs.

Sips for the Senses highlights CABVI’s commitment 
to expanding opportunities for the blind and visually 
impaired. Attendees experienced firsthand the 
transformative power of assistive technology. The glove 
packing line demonstration also showcased how innovative 
solutions can create meaningful employment opportunities. 
Additionally, the Meta glasses demo provided insight into 
how advanced technology can enhance daily living for 
individuals with vision impairments.

“For nearly a century, CABVI has grown as an innovator 
and leader in providing the highest quality vision health 
and wellness and rehabilitation services, job training, and 

employment 
opportunities 
for the blind 
and visually 
impaired,” 
said Ed Welsh, 
CABVI’s 
president and 
CEO.
With locations 
in Utica and 
Syracuse, each 
year CABVI 
serves more 
than 2,100 
individuals of 

all ages in 10 counties across New York. Additionally, 40% 
of the agency’s employees are legally blind.

“Here in Syracuse, we now provide vision services, 
manufacturing and packaging, call center, and can offer 
3PL services. We have great potential for growth,” 
Welsh said. “We can forge increased partnerships with 
businesses to create expanded employment opportunities, 
and with universities and medical centers, to conduct 
groundbreaking vision research and treatment.”
Welsh says CABVI has invested more than $7 million in 
the Syracuse facility, located at 6050 Court Street Road, to 
meet the demand for services and employment.

Sips for the Senses aims to build partnerships with 
community organizations to facilitate its ability to serve 
more people across the Syracuse community.

“We view this event as a Friend-raiser, not a fundraiser,” 
Welsh said. “We hope you can help us spread the word 
about what CABVI is doing and how we can do so much 
more.”

For more information about CABVI’s programs, services 
and employment opportunities, visit cabvi.org.

CENTRAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE BLIND 
AND VISUALLY IMPAIRED (CABVI)
507 Kent St. Utica, NY 13501
Phone: 315-797-2233 
www.cabvi.org

 MICHAEL MARRONE
PR & EVENTS MANAGER

Margaret McNamara, an Assistive Technology 
Instructor , demonstrates how to use various 
assistivetechnology equipment at Sips for the 
Senses event.
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CLINTON LIONS CLUB
Student of the Month
By Lion Jim Winkler

At our two meetings this month, members brought a 
total of 110 pounds of food staples, canned vegetables 

& fruits, and cereals to be distributed as needed to the 
senior food insecure population of our area Country Pantry 
in between monthly distributions.

Also, at our first meeting 
of the month, our March 
Student of the Month, 
Sophie McKee and her 
mother were our guests 
for dinner. Sophie is 
a senior who will be 
graduating from Clinton 
Central Senior High 
School in June and will be 
continuing her education 
in the Liberal Arts field at 
an as yet to be determined 
college in the fall. She 
was presented with a 
certificate recognizing 
her achievement and a 
gift to certificate to a 

local restaurant. The presentation was captured in a picture 
which appeared in our local newspaper. Sophie is well 
deserving of her recognition, since she is a member of 
the National Honor Society, Olympics of the Visual Arts, 
President of the Model UN and a member of the Chamber 
Choir. All Lions wish her much success in her future 
endeavors.

Two (2) club members attended the monthly Chamber of 
Commerce Networking Breakfast at our local Village Hall. 
In addition to explaining recent and future community 
activities that the club is involved in, two (2) cases of Lions 
Eye Institute (LEI) chocolate bunnies were sold to those in 
attendance.

On the first Saturday of the month, two (2) members 
attended the Fourth District Cabinet Meeting in 
Ticonderoga, NY. Along with other district news, we 
learned that former Cabinet Secretary Barb Bentley will 
be our District Governor next year… she certainly is well 
qualified. Congratulations Lion Barb!

On April 14th nine (9) club members joined 
other community volunteers at the Pre-Easter 

Clinton Lions Vice President, Les 
LaBrecque present Student of the 
Month Certificate to Clinton Central 
senior, Sophie McKee.

Distribution of food at our local Country Pantry. Clients’ 
vehicles passed by both sides of a large tent filled with 

frozen chicken, 
hamburger, hot 
dogs, perogies, 
eggs, yogurt, 
frozen assorted 
vegetables 
and fruit, 
juices, milk 
and personal 
hygiene 
products. All 
items were 

either purchased from the Central New York Food Bank 
in Syracuse, NY with grant/donated community money 
or donated by community residents. A total of 1,450 
individuals were served including approximately 200 
children who received Kids Packs filled with nutritious 
food to sustain them during the Spring Break, which began 
that day. Included in the Kids Packs were LEI chocolate 
bunnies purchased by Lions members and donated to the 
pantry.

At the conclusion of the food distribution on April 14th, 
we were joined by our District Brandel Murphy Youth 
Foundation (BMYF) Coordinator, PDG John McDonald 
for a presentation of $4,000 to the Pantry to assist in filling 
the Kids Packs distributed earlier in the day. Thanks to the 
guidance and cooperation of PDG John, we were able to 
obtain $2,000 from the BMYF and made this donation on 
behalf of our club. Local television and newspapers were in 
attendance to take pictures and interview various members 
who participated in the presentation to

Country Pantry Coordinator, Lion Mary Zimbler. Local 
TV channel WKTV carried coverage of the event on their 
news program that evening and again twice the following 
day. Our club and the Country Pantry greatly appreciate the 
efforts and generosity of PDG John and the BMYF.

Sales of the Lions Eye Institute chocolate bunnies prior to 
Easter proved once again very successful. The club realized 
a profit of $1,097 with many members being very generous 
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 Newcomb Lions Club 
Charter Member 
James Montayne 
honored at our April 
meeting. James has 
been a member since 
1966!

Newcomb Lions 
Club Newly 
elected President 
Anita Brundage 
presenting our 
guest speakers 
3 Physicians 
Assistance from Le 
Moyne College with 
a banner.

Newcomb Lions Club 
Treasure Wester Miga 
received a Builder Key 
Award.

KING LION  MARK YANDON 
123 Marcy Lane, Newcomb, NY 12852 
myandon@frontiernet.net 

by purchasing and contributing 180 bunnies to our local 
Country Pantry for the Kids Packs distribution prior to 
Easter.

Donations this month included a half page advertisement 
in a program book for a fundraising concert sponsored by 
the local Dollars for Scholars organization ($250); purchase 
of three (3) raffle tickets for the NYS&BLF annual raffle 
($300) and the sale of three additional ones; and $2,000 to 
the Country Pantry for the club’s matching portion of the 
BMYF contribution.

LOOKS LIKE ALLERGY SEASON IS IN FULL 
SWING…

KING LION GABRIELE MARTINI
3370 Martin Road, Clinton, NY 13323-3811
Home: 315-853-8669; Cell: 315-794-8516
gabemartini1409@gmail.com

NEWCOMB LIONS CLUB
Charter Member
By Lion Norma Taylor 

Inquiring minds
want to know what 
your club is doing!

karen@deuxflutes.com
28th of the month
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