
Fellow Lions,

It’s June, and the 2024-2025 Lions year is almost officially over, but 
not quite. Over the course of this year, I have visited and delivered 
my messages to almost all of our 48 Lions Clubs. I have enjoyed each 
and every one of these visits, each club visit was different but each 
was important to me to hear and see how they care for their respective 
communities. No two clubs were the same in how they achieved their 
goals, but all of their communities benefited greatly from having our 

more members into our clubs andretain the ones we have to assist our 
communities even better in 2025-2026. 

I want to again thank all of those District 20W Lions who helped celebrate 
our year this past Friday at my Testimonial Dinner. The Turf Tavern food 
was scrumptious, the Lions comradery fantastic,the emcee performance by 
Lion Jim Cypher (Glens Falls Lions) was spectacular – many times he had 
us rolling in the aisles. A special thanks to him for all his hard investigative 
work beforehand.Our official/unofficial photographer, 1st Vice District 
Governor Elect, Lion Ed Balaban (Broadalbin-Perth Lions) took some 
fabulous pictures. They are being posted on Northern NY Lions, District 
20W Facebook page if you want to see what you missed. I would also like 
to give a special thanks to Lion Jessie Ware (Galway Lions) for her help. 
Her mom, the late Rita Ware, was going to be on this journey with me, 
and Rita would be so proud to have her daughter represent her. I know she 
was with us Friday night in spirit, but Lion Jessie assisted tremendously 
with setup and clean up afterwards. I also recognized many individuals and 
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“PROMOTE – DEVELOP 
–  GROW”

Meet 2024 - 2025 Lions 
International President

Fabrício Oliveira

MAKE YOUR MARK

June 2025

Lions Clubs in their area. Let’s do what we can this month to get a few 



clubs for all their hard work this year:
• 20W Outstanding Growth Clubs – Albany & Troy 
+6, Tupper Lake +6, Town of Schroon +5,and Long 
Lake +5. I inducted many new Lions this year at 
my visitations and I thank all ofthose clubs for their 
membership growth.
• Certificates of Appreciation were presented to the 
Galway Lions Club for being there all year long for 
myself and my service partner, Lion Margo, as we 
fulfilled our duties this year; to the Speculator Lions 
Club for adding new members, trying new, and 
reviving old, fundraiser ideas, and for getting back 
into their community big time; to the Glens Falls 

community by establishing a new eye care program; 
and to PDG Priscilla Laurin for answering all those 
“silly” questions I had all year long and for visiting 
clubs on my behalf when I couldn’t.
• We also presented International President’s 
Certificates of Appreciation (4th highest Lions
award), a Brandel Murphy Miracles Through Service 
Award, the Vision of Hope, the Knightof the Blind, 
Progressive Robert J Uplinger Awards, a Melvin Jones 
Fellowship, and Leadership Medals.

Membership is still an important topic we need to continue investing in. All District 20W clubs should elect a 
membership chair. A new idea, 

Stop the Drop!
has many good action items clubs can take to retain their members. 

Here is the flyer that lists some ideas for your clubs. 

Stop The Drop! 
Keep Our Lions Strong – Keep Our Members Engaged –Why It Matters:

Every Lion counts. When members leave, we lose passion, hands, and heart for our service.
 Let’s act now to STOP the DROP!

• 6 Simple Actions Every Club Can Take:
 1.Connect Personally 
  Reach out to absent members with a call, text, or visit.- Show you care beyond the meetings. 
 2.Ask & Listen
  Survey your members: What do they love? What needs improving?- Listen and act on their feedback.  
 3.Make Meetings Meaningful
  Keep meetings fun, inspiring, and efficient.- Celebrate service, not just business. 
 4.Engage Everyone 
  Assign small roles or tasks so every Lion feels needed.
  Involve members in planning projects they care about. 
 5.Recognize and Appreciate
  Celebrate milestones (years of service, birthdays, achievements).
  Say “Thank You” often and sincerely.
 6.Have More Fun!
  Plan social nights, service celebrations, and lighthearted competitions.
  Laugh, bond, and make memories together — it’s why Lions stay!
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NEXT ROAR DEADLINE

Submission requirements 
page 44

JUNE
28

karen@deuxflutes.com

...continued on next page

Lions Club for bringing sight to those in need in the 
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• Remember: Retention isn’t just about staying—it’s about belonging.

IMPORTANT EVENT DATES TO RECORD IN YOUR CALENDARS:International Convention – July 13-17, 2025 – 

PROMOTE – DEVELOP – GROW: Promote Lionism, develop future Lion leaders, and grow our
clubs.

Yours in Lionism,

DG Holly McConchie, 13 Marilyn Drive, Glenville, NY 12302
Home phone: 518 882-6516
Cell phone: 518 366-1010
hmcconchie@aol.com
Galway Lions Club

District Governor 
Holly McConchie 

Testimonial Dinner

Congratulations 
for another 

Great Lion Year!

 Strong Clubs = Strong Service!Together, We Can Stop the Drop! #WeServe | #StopTheDrop

Orlando, FL
USA/Canada Forum – September 18-20, 2025 – Atlantic City



Incoming 
District Governor 

(VDG1) Barbara Bentley
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DISTRICT 20W CABINET
DISTRICT GOVERNOR
Holly McConchie (Galway Lions)
13 Marilyn  Drive, Glenville, NY 12302
Home: 518-882-6516; Cell: 518-366-1010
email: hmcconchie@aol.com

1st VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR
Barbara Bentley (Saratoga Springs Lions)
20 De Voe Drive, Colonie NY 12205
Phone: 518-894-1375
barbann22@gmail.com

2nd VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR
Ed Balaban (Broadalbin-Perth Lions)
654 County Hwy 138, P.O .Box 485 
Broadalbin, NY 12025
716-474-5510
bklynbrn@att.net

CABINET SECRETARY
Alexander Guilmette (Ballston Spa Lions)
PO Box 2454, Ballston Spa, NY 12020 
Cell: 518-847-8831; apg200@gmail.com

CABINET TREASURER
Eric Unislawski (Greater Johnstown Lions) 
P. O. Box 31, Johnstown, NY 12095-0031 
Cell: 518-669-2903; jeneric39@juno.com 

IMMEDIATE PASTS
Priscilla Laurin (Chazy Lions)
207 Sheldon Lane, Chazy, NY 12921 
Home: 518-846-7269; Cell 518-569-4421 
lionpriscilla2324@yahoo.com

GLOBAL ACTION TEAM
LEADERSHIP
PCC Mark Whitney (Town of Schroon Lions)
6825 Lynvale Drive, Fort Wayne, IN 46804
Cell: 518-791-7519
md20pccmark@gmail.com

MEMBERSHIP
PDG Ed Stano, Jr. (Town of Greenfield Lions)
2070 Route 9N,  Greenfield Center, NY 12833
Home: 518 893-7150; Cell: 518-879-5757
estanojr@nycap.rr.com

NEW VOICES COORDINATOR
GMT Family and Women’s Specialist
Your Name Here

EXTENSION TEAM SERVICE
PDG Michele O’Hare (Bethlehems Lions)
8 Turnberry Drive, Slingerlands, NY 12159
Home: 518-475-1908, Cell:518-410-5941
mapohare@gmail.com

GLOBAL SERVICE TEAM
PDG Milledge “Smitty” Smith (Gouverneur Lions)
13487 NY-178, Adams, NY 13605
Home: 315 232 2530; Cell: 315-778-3281
pdgsmitty@gmail.com

COMMUNICATIONS AND 
MARKETING TEAM
DISTRICT COORDINATOR
Edward Balaban (Broadalbin-Perth Lions)
654 County Highway 138, P. O. Box 485
Broadalbin, NY 12025
Cell: 716-474-5510; bklynbrn@att.net

DIRECTORY ADMINISTRATOR
Margo Walrath (Galway Lions)
13 Marilyn Drive, Glenville, NY12302
Home: 518-339-9292; Cell: 518-366-5299

WEBSITE DIRECTOR
Jerry Gordon (Albany & Troy Lions)
15 Hyland Circle, Troy, NY 12182
Home: 518-235-8232; jerrygordon@juno.com

NEWSLETTER AND MD20 
MAGAZINE DIRECTER
Karen Rager (Glens Falls Lions)
82 Hunter Lane, Queensbury, NY 12804
Home: 518-798-3143; karen@deuxflutes.com

FACEBOOK ADMINISTRATORS
Barbara Bentley (Saratoga Springs Liions)
119 East Main Street, Cambridge NY 12816
Home: 518-252-1070; Cell: 518-269-5370
bbentley@saratogaspringslions.org

Edward Balaban (Broadalbin-Perth) 

Jim Cypher (Glens Falls Lions)
89 Bay St, Apt 1, Glens Falls, NY 12801
C: 617-281-4616
jimcypher@gmail.com
Club: Glens Falls

5
...continued on next page

WHO’S WHO

4



REGIONS AND ZONES
REGION L
REGION CHAIR 
Jim Winkler (Clinton Lions)
136 Utica Road, Clinton, NY 13323
Home: 315-853-6355; Cell: 315-601-4038 
Wink8@aol.com

Zone “A” Chair  
Bill O’Mara (Clinton Lions)
11 Dogwood Lane, Clinton, NY 13323 
Clinton, Deerfield, Greater Herkimer, Holland Patent

Zone “A” Chair  
Jim Winkler (Clinton Lions)
136 Utica Road, Clinton, NY 13323
Home: 315-853-6355; Cell: 315-601-4038 
wink8@aol.com
Marcy Telephone, New Hartford New York Mills 
Whitestone, Sauquoit Valley, Utica

REGION I
REGION CHAIR 
Ed Balaban (Broadalbin-Perth)
654 County Highway 138, Broadalbin, NY 12025
Cell: 716-474-5510; bklynbrn@att.net

ZONE “A” Chair
Edward Moore (Ballston Spa Lions)
44 Chester Street, 
Ballston Spa, NY 12020 
518-852-3246 
emoore4@nycap.rr.com
Ballston Spa, Galway, Greater Amsterdam, Saratoga 
Springs, Scotia-Glenville, Town of Greenfield

ZONE “B” Chair 
Ed Balaban (Broadalbin-Perth)
654 County Highway 138, Broadalbin, NY 12025
Cell: 716-474-5510; bklynbrn@att.net 
Broadalbin-Perth,  Fonda & Fultonville, Greater 
Johnstown, Speculator

REGION O
REGION CHAIR 
Michele Puleo O’Hare (Bethlehem Lions)
8 Turnberry Drive, Slingerlands, NY 12159
Home: 518-475-1908; Cell: 518-410-5941
mapohare@gmail.com
Zone “A” and “B”Chair 
Your name here 
Albany & Troy, Bethlehem, Duane, Greater Ravena Area, 
Town of Wright/Schoharie Valley, Waterford

TEAMWORK!

REGION N
REGION CHAIR
Lettie Saheim (Mechanicville-Stillwater Lions)
117 Hansen Road, Schaghticoke, NY 12154
Hoe: 518-753-7867; Cell: 518-669-9873
lsaheim117@gmail.com

ZONE “A” Chair
Jim Cypher (Glens Falls Lions)
89 Bay St, Apartment 1, Glens Falls, NY 12801
Cell: 617-281-4616; jimcypher@gmail.com
Glens Falls, Hadley Luzerne, Long Lake, Newcomb, Town 
of Schroon

ZONE “B” Chair
Margo Walrath (Galway Lions)
13 Marilyn Drive, Glenville, NY12302
Home: 518-339-9292; Cell: 518-366-5299
Cambridge, Greenwich, Mechanicville Stillwater, 
Schuylerville, Town of Hoosick

REGION S
REGION CHAIR
Ricky Laurin (Chazy Lions)
207 Sheldon Lane, Chazy, NY 12921
Home: 518-846-7269; Cell: 518-569-7253
rickylions18@outlook.com 

ZONE “A” Chair 
Joe Latimer/Marsha Morrow                                                                                                                      
(Clifton Fine)
P.  O.  Box 52,Newton Falls, NY 13666
Home: 315-848-3578 ; Cell: 315-854-4247
dlatimer@slic.com
Clifton Fine, Edwards, Gouverneur, Heuvelton, Lisbon, 
Louisville, Ogdensburg, Raquette River

ZONE “B” Chair 
Ricky Laurin (Chazy Lions)
207 Sheldon Lane, Chazy, NY 12921
Home: 518-846-7269; Cell: 518-569-7253
rickylions18@outlook.com 
Chazy, Lake Placid, Malone, Peru, Plattsburgh, Saranac 
Lake, Tupper Lake
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District 20-W Comprises These New York State Counties

Albany, Clinton, Essex, Franklin, Fulton, Hamilton, Herkimer, 
Montgomery, Eastern Oneida, Rensselaer, St. Lawrence, 

Saratoga, Schenectady, Schoharie, 
Warren, and Washington.
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Global
Service Team 

GST Coordinator
PDG Miledge “Smitty” 

8

Leadership Development

Service IS OUR CALLING CARD
When people see Lions in action — delivering aid, restoring sight,
planting trees — they see real, boots-on-the-ground compassion.

As we know service attracts new members who want to be partof something meaningful.

Footnote  there are a total of 2 Lions clubs and one Leo Club did not report their activities this year. 

...continued on next page



Footnote  there are a total of 2 Lions clubs and one Leo Club did not report their activities this year. 

DISCOVER THE
 NEW LION PORTAL NEW LION PORTAL

We’ve updated the digital tools you use as a Lion.                                                                                                                          
To put it simply, we’ve taking the functionality 

you have today with MyLion, MyLCI, Insights and other tools 
and combining them into one cohesive and consistent experience 

— The Lion Portal  —  

https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/resources-for-
members/digital-products/portal-updates

9

WHAT MAKES A SERVICE PROJECTS INSPIRING: Four AREAS come to mind: 

 (1) TANGIBLE IMPACT: People must be able to see the effect of their time such as packing back   
  packs, doing visions screening, food distributions etc.

 (2) COMMUNITY RELEVANCE: What do people in your community actually need right now. Build
   relationships within your community then build your service events

 (3) Ease to join in: make it easy for people to engage in the event, don’t waste their time, connect with   
 people (talk with everyone not to them)

 (4) PERSONAL INTERACTION: Talk to people get to know them, know their passions. WE ARE NOT   
 JUST CREATING A SERVICE IN OUR COMMUNITY WE ARE CREATING A SHARED PURPOSE.   
 Remember socializing is important for success.  

Perhaps there is a fifth area MARKETING: Support your club marketing chairperson and help build a 
marketing culture. Proudly wear your Lion gear when you serve, and remember that you are a brand 
ambassador for your club and Lions everywhere.

Thank you for ensuing that the Governor’s goals were achieved and surpassed, without you so many 
humanitarian needs would not have been met, it is all of the Lions of our district working together that make our 
district the most Wonderful in the multiple.

Thank you all for your support this year it has been my privilege to serve as the District GST. Please give your 
full support to our new GST PDG John McDonald.   

...continued on next page



GMT Coordinator
PDG ED STANO

Hello Lions and Leos,

As of Nov. 30th we have added 35 new members and lost 55 members for a net of -20. We had a successful 
2023-2024 year, but we still have a lot of work to do. Many of our clubs are less than 20 members, with some 
that are less than 10. It’s the job of all of us to be constantly aware of promoting our organization to maintain 
our clubs. Remember, ask anyone you thinkwill help your club or for that matter help any club. JUST ASK!

Everyone should be aware of Mission 1.5. This is the mission of LCI to attain 1.5 million
members by the year 2025. In order to become familiar with the mission, I have noted how you
can become more familiar with the mission: Go to the international website lionsclubs.orgClick Member 
Resource CenterScroll down to Quick LinksClick Mission 1.5Click MembershipScroll down to ResourcesLastly, 
remember that your district leadership is always here to help you in any way that wecan. Please do not hesitate 
to reach out to any of us. Start out with your Zone Chair. I am here to help you and your club.

Yours in Lionism,
PDG Ed Stano, 2070 Route 9N, Greenfield Center, NY 12833
Email: estanojr@nycap.rr.com
Home phone – 518-893-7150
Cell phone – 518-879-5757

Global
Membership Team

This is PDG Ed Stano’s GMT message from last month that I was unble to open. 
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LIONS ARE LIONS ARE SOCIAL!SOCIAL!
Stay connected Stay connected to Lions International to Lions International and our and our service service 

around the world around the world by following by following us on social media.us on social media.
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LIONS RESOURCES
can be found at this link

www.lionsclubs.org/en/resources-for-mem-
bers/resource-center

Fundraising Guide
An interactive tool that helps clubs through the 
process of planning an online or event fundraiser

Developing Local Partnerships
A hands-on guide that helps clubs evaluate their 
strengths, identify their needs, and connect with like-
minded organizations in the commuity for potential 
partnership opportunities

Cabinet Secretary & Treasurer e-Book
Helpful resource that walks the cabinet secretary 
& treasurer through their role providing helpful tips, 
resources and tools.

Dues Billing Table
Break down of dues

Vision Screening for Children
A vision screening event for children in local primary, 
middle or secondary schools that identifies those who 
may have vision problems requiring comprehensive 
follow-up by eye care professionals

LCIF GRANT APPLICANTS 
RESOURCES

www.lionsclubs.org/en/lcif-grants-toolkit#mod1

 

 Glens Falls Lions Club
 Golf Tournament ......................... June 7, 2025

 Newcomb Lions Club
 Chicken BBQ .............................. July 5, 2025

 International Convention
 Orlando, FL ................................. July 13 – 17 2025

 Lions Eye Bank
 Annual Golf Tournnament .......... August 4, 2025

 Saratoga Lions Club Golf Tournament
 Golf Tournament ......................... September 10, 2025
 
 Schuylerville Lions Club
 Tasting on the Hudson ................. September 13, 2025
 
 St. Catherine’s Center for Children
 Gol Tournament........................... September 15, 2025

 Saratoga Lions Club and 
 Albany & Troy Lions Club 
 Charter Night ............................... October  11, 2025

CALENDAR
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EVENTS/FLYERS
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Dear Lion,

Please remember that all Lions clubs, districts and multiple districts with annual 
gross receipts less than US$50,000 that are not required to file Forms 990 or 990-
EZ must file the e-Postcard (also known as the 990-N). Please be advised this filing 
relates specifically to the 501(c)(4). If your Lions club, district or multiple district 
has a foundation, which is a separate legal entity, the appropriate form will need to 
be filed as well.

Please review the Annual Tax Filing information below. Thank you!

Annual Tax Filing Information:
https://cdn2.webdamdb.com/md_QdqlB8s5OEF81gJU.jpg.pdf?v=1&utm_
source=Eloqua&utm_campaign=LGL_EN_TaxFilingAllClubs_1491935039&u
tm_medium=email 

Please note that Lions Clubs International is not authorized to provide guidance 
regarding your filing. For specific questions, please contact a local tax professional 
or the IRS.

Kindest regards,

Legal Division
Lions Clubs International

Lions Clubs International
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ThGlens Falls Lions Club

Swing for Sight and Sound
22nd Annual Golf Tournament 
at Airway Meadows

Saturday June 7, 2025
Registration at 7:45 am
1st place team $4001st place team $400
$100 per person$100 per person
Raffles and PrizesRaffles and Prizes

Water/Soda/Hotdog at the turnWater/Soda/Hotdog at the turn
Kielbasa and Chicken Bar-b-cue Kielbasa and Chicken Bar-b-cue 
After the TournamentAfter the Tournament

For more informationFor more information
Contact Scott RagerContact Scott Rager
518-798-3143518-798-3143
rager@roadrunner.comrager@roadrunner.com

Event/Tee/Hole Sponsorships Available!Event/Tee/Hole Sponsorships Available!
Help Support our Missions 

of Sight and Sound and More!
P.O. Box 528, Glens Falls, NY 12801

...continued on next page
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Glens Falls Lions Club

Swing for Sight and Sound
3 Ways  You Can Help our Misions
1. SPONSER A TEAM - $100 per person  
 Player 1

 Player 2

 Player 3

 Player 4

2. SPONSER A Tee/Hole - $125 per Tee/Hole
 Company Logo on Tee/Hole Sineage

3. Event Sponsor - $1000
 Company Logo on Banner and foursome with dinner

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: 
“GLENS FALLS LIONS CLUB CSF” 

SEND TO P.O. BOX 528, GLENS FALS NY 12801

PLEASE RSVP no later than 
Sunday June 1, 2025
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DONOR NUMBERS
Over 750 Donors in 2024, with
August being our high of 83
Donors! 

Facilitated over 1,200 Corneal
Transplants! 

TRANSPLANTS

2024 SUCCESSESWHO ARE WE?

OUR MISSION = YOUR VISION

Contact Us!
4 Tower Place

 Suite 601
Albany, NY 12203

518-489-7606

2025 Newsletter

Making an Impact 
in Your Community
 for Over 70 Years!

Sight Society of Northeastern New York, INC.

155 Corporate Woods 
Suite 150

Rochester, NY 14623
585-272-7890www.lebnortheast.org

The Lions Eye Bank of the Northeast (LEBNE) is a non-
profit organization established by the Lions to restore
sight and improve lives through eye tissue donation.
We serve as a vital link in the process of eye donation.
Dedicated to recovering, processing, and distributing
donated eye tissue for corneal transplants, medical
research, and education.

PROGRAMMING
Established our own DSAEK &
DMEK Programs!

In August of 2024, we placed 50
Corneas for Transplant in one week! 

CORNEA PLACEMENT

Enlarging our facility by 5,000 square
feet

EXPANSION
“GIFT”of Sightof Sight

TheThe
“Every flower I see,

every patient I
help, every smile on

another’s face is
seen through their

eye. Thank You” 
-Grateful Recipient-

“Every flower I see,
every patient I

help, every smile on
another’s face is

seen through their
eye. Thank You” 
-Grateful Recipient-
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schuylerville, ny

Sat, Sept 13, 2025    3-6pm
HUDSon crossing Park

FO
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ER

TASTING ON THE HUDSON

Schuylerville Lions Club

Must be 21 to enter

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/tasting-on-the-hudson-tickets
QR code for TICKETS

��������������������������������������
�	����������������

ABSOLUTELY NO CHILDREN
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PDG Joan Scott Leadership Award
Hear the World

The Lions Hearing Conservation Society of NYS is proud to introduce the 
‘PDG Joan Scott Leadership Hear the World Award’.

This award has been established to recognize a Lion, individual or organization that 
has listened to the needs of their community and helped implement that vision.

Name of recipient can be etched onto the award (total of 40 characters 
including award name allowed).  Award is 9 ¾ inches high.

Purchase price $300.00 (no tax) and shipping is included.
•	

•	 Make checks payable to: LHCS
•	

•	 Mail to: PDG Rick Brisee, 192 Middletown Road, Waterford, NY 12188

Any questions: (518) 209-8812 or rbrisee@hotmail.com
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www.hoffmanhelpinghands.com/fundraisers/
roarwithlions2023
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...continued on next page
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Free Lifetime Pass for 
Military Veterans and Gold Star Families 

This provides lifetime passes to thousands of 
federal recreation sites. Veterans can present one 
of the four forms of acceptable ID: Department 
of Defense ID Card, Veteran Health ID (VHIC), 
Veteran ID Card, or veteran’s designation on a 

state-issued U.S. driver’s license or ID card. 

The pass can be obtained by visiting 
www.nps.gov/planyourvisit/pickup-pass-locations.ht
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The Broadalbin-Perth Lions were live over the airwaves 
at WENT Radio during Saturday morning, May 10, as 
the feature of the station’s Lions Information Day. The 
Lions discussed their local missions as well as what 
specifically drew each individual into becoming a Lion 
while interspersing the conversations with advertisements 
from local area businesses. WENT Radio personality Sarah 
Apple moderated the program which began at 7:00 AM and 
ran through noon on 1340 AM and 105.1 FM.

While many Lions actively sought business involvement, 
the Lions who were on the air were Ed Balaban, Tom 
Kevlin, Tim Munn, and Linda Swietlic.

Local students, educators, businesses, and community 
leaders were recognized by the Broadalbin-Perth Lions 
Club at their annual community service awards event held 
at the historic Broadalbin Hotel.

Each year, the Broadalbin-Perth Lions Club presents 
awards to graduating seniors from Broadalbin-Perth and 
Mayfield Central Schools, acknowledging these students’ 
community service as demonstrated by their involvement 
and activities in school, church and local organizations.

Broadalbin-Perth Lions Club President Bob Townsend 
said “we come together to celebrate some very exceptional 
young adults as well as show our appreciation to all of you 
who are partners in our mission of ‘We Serve’”.

This year’s recipients are Hannah Nolett of Broadalbin-
Perth and Kaylee Klymkow of Mayfield. Each student 
received $2000 towards their future endeavors. Applicants 
for the award were submitted by each school district to the 
Broadalbin-Perth Lions Club. A committee reviewed the 

ARTICLES
BROADALBIN-PERTH LIONS 
CLUB
Vision of Hope Presented to Lion Tom 
Kevlin
By Lion Ed Balaban

Broadalbin-Perth 
Lion Tom Kevlin 

was cited by Lions 
District Governor Holly 
McConchie with the 
Vision of Hope award, 
in recognition of his 
dedicated service to 
Lions Camp Badger, the 
preservation of sight, 
and his personal efforts 
in providing hands-on 
projects to sight disabled 
persons.

The Vision of Hope is designated as the ultimate 
recognition to be presented in honor of a person, 
organization or “in memory” of those who have a special 
place in the hearts of the Lions Eye Bank of the Northeast.

This award has been established to help Lions Eye Bank 
of the Northeast continue their mission to “give the Gift 
of Sight” along with providing cutting edge technology 
regarding corneal transplants in a state of the art processing 
facility.

A not for profit organization, the Lions Eye Bank of the 
Northeast was founded in 1952. Since 1952 the eye bank 
has restored sight to thousands of people suffering with 
corneal blindness. The Lions Eye Bank of the Northeast 
is a vital link in the chain that connects both donors and 
recipients of much needed eye tissue. Serving 50 counties 
in New York State, Great Barrington, Massachusetts along 
with hospitals in Western Vermont.

Lions Eye Bank of the Northeast serves as a resource center 
for visual advocacy, and works closely with the Lions of 
New York State. 

...continued on next page
35
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applications and those selected were done so based on their 
overall commitment to the Lions’ mission of “We Serve.”

Nolett has served as a member of the National Honor 
Society, Varsity Alpine Ski Team, Varsity Track Team, 

and Varsity Soccer 
Team. Her academic 
accomplishments 
include the 
Clarkson University 
Achievement 
Scholarship, National 
Social Studies Honor 
Society, and has 
placed on her school’s 
Principal’s List every 
academic quarter 
in grades 9 through 
12. She has also 
been cited with the 
New York State Ski 
Racing Association’s 

Salley Davis Award, as a Section 2 Second Team All Star 
on the Times Union Alpine Ski Team, as well as numerous 
awards for leadership and character. Nolett has also served 
as a member of the Broadalbin-Perth Varsity Club, as an 
assistant coach for a Broadalbin Youth Commission soccer 
team, a teacher assistant in a Spanish class, and assisted in 
teaching a Confirmation class at her church.

Nolett will be attending Clarkson University in the fall and 
will major in chemical engineering. 

Klymkow is Mayfield 
Central School’s 
Valedictorian and has 
captained the Varsity 
Soccer, Basketball and 
Softball teams. She is 
also Vice President of 
National Honor Society, 
Class President, and has 
been cited as a scholar 
athlete by the New York 
State Public High School 
Athletic Association. 
Her athletic prowess has 
earned her numerous 
Coaches and Most 

Valuable Player Awards as well as first and second team all 
star status throughout the scholastic-athletic calendar. She 
has been involved with Mayfield’s Backpack program, Red 
Cross blood drives and Rise Against Hunger. Her senseof

community service includes volunteering at Mayfield’s 
Servicemen’s Club and Broadalbin’s American Legion Post 
337.

Klymkow will be attending SUNY Cortland in the fall and 
has not yet declared a major.

Lions Clubs International has several Global Causes, said 
Townsend, but there is none more important than engaging 
with our youth through programs focused on service and 
leadership development.

Master of Ceremonies Broadalbin-Perth Lions Club 
President Bob Townsend lauded the students recognized 
“not only for their academic successes, but also for their 
service to their schools and communities as they are 
making a difference in the lives of others”.

In addition to students, local community members were 
also lauded. The B-P 
Lions Club applauded 
the efforts of one of their 
own, Lion Tim Ott, with 
the Robert J. Uplinger 
Distinguished Service 
Award. Established 
in 1993, the award 
honors outstanding 
Lions and non-Lions 
or organizations who 
perform exemplary 
service to a Club, District, 
or Community. These 
honorees possess the 
highest examples of 

Lionistic character; ideals, purpose, and service. The award 
is presented as a recognition of the recipient’s service.

Market 32 and Price Chopper were recognized for their 
recent donation of $500 in gift cards designated for the 
Mayfield and Broadalbin Backpack Programs. Each 
program will be granted a $250 gift card to address food 

insecurity for students and their 
families.
Townsend explained that the 
evening was also an opportunity 

Lions Club President and Master of 
Ceremonies Bob Townsend, right, presents 
Broadalbin-Perth High School senior 
Hannah Nolett, left, with a $2000 check 
and certificate recognizing her community 
service. Nolett will be attending Clarkson 
University in the fall and will major in 
chemical engineering.

Mayfield Central School senior Kaylee 
Klymkow, left, receives a $2000 
check and certificate recognizing her 
community service from B-P Lions 
President Bob Townsend, right. 
Klymkow will be attending SUNY 
Cortland in the fall and has not yet 
declared a major.

B-P Lions Club President Bob 
Townsend, left, presents Lion Tim Ott, 
right, with the Robert J. Uplinger 
Distinguished Service Award. The 
award is given to Lions and non-Lions 
who personify the highest examples of 
Lionistic character, and is presented as 
a recognition of the recipient's service.

...continued on next page

B-P Lions Club President Bob 
Townsend proudly shows the $500 in 
gift cards designated for the Mayfield 
and Broadalbin Backpack Program 
recently donated to the Lions by Market 
32 and Price Chopper. Each program 
will be granted a $250 gift card to 
address food insecurity for students and 
their families.
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to “celebrate our Partners in Service”. He brought attention 
to the printed program which cited 57 organizations and 
businesses in the greater Broadalbin-Perth-Mayfield 
community which supported the Broadalbin-Perth Lions 
during the year. We greatly value your support, said 
Townsend, and want to formally say, ‘thank you’!”

Townsend recognized the following organizations in 
addition to Market 32 and Price Chopper, who have 
partnered with the Broadalbin-Perth Lions: Adirondack 
Wood Floor Company, Bob’s Trees, Boy Scout Troop 51, 
Broadalbin Backpack Program, Broadalbin-Perth High 
School Key Club and National Honor Society, Broadalbin 
Youth Commission, Carondelet Community Fund, Mayfield 
Backpack Program, Mayfield Central School National 
Honor Society and Key Club, Perth Youth Commission, 
and WENT AM/FM. Townsend emphasized that “every 
dime we generate goes back to the community, and we look 
forward to continuing our service through partnerships.”

Former Broadalbin-Perth Schools Superintendent Dr. Harry 
Brooks was guest speaker and delivered his comments 
prior to the dinner and formal presentations. A long-time 
and dedicated educator who knows first-hand about the 
merits of student engagement and volunteerism, Brooks 
explained how the student award recipients’ academic and 
extracurricular experiences has molded their respective 
characters for future success. He expressed his gratitude to 
all those present “for all you do for your community.”

Broadalbin-Perth Lion Tom Kevlin fabricated 75 bird 
feeders and 75 tool boxes for donation on behalf of his 

Club to Lions Camp 
Badger, a project of 
the New York State 
and Bermuda Lions. 
The camp became 
a statewide Lions 
project in 1980.

The camp’s mission 
is to provide services 
that enhance the 

educational, vocational, personal growth and independence 
of differently-abled individuals.

The donated bird feeders and tool boxes, shown loaded 
in a trailer for transport to Camp Badger in Spencer, 
will provide an opportunity for those attending the camp 
to further develop their creative and motor skills by 
decorating and painting the unfinished items.

Lion Tom, and his wife, Lion Valerie, represent the 

Northern New York Lions on Camp Badger’s board of 
directors. They will spend the Memorial Day weekend at 
the camp preparing the facility for the summer influx of 
campers.

KING LION ROBERT TOWNSEND
05 CO HWY 126, Amsterdam, NY 12010 
Home 518-843-6553; Cell 518- 866-1250 
rtownsen@nycap.rr.com  

CLUB CORRESPONDENCE 
P O Box 331, Broadalbin, NY 12025-0331 
bplions@hotmail.com 
e-clubhouse.org/sites/broadalbinny/

CLINTON LIONS CLUB
Donations of food to the Country Pantry
By Lion Jim Winkler

At our first meeting of the month, members brought 45 
pounds of food staples, canned vegetables & fruits, 

and cereals to be contributed to the Country Pantry for 
their nextdistribution scheduled on May 12th. 

Also, our April Student of the Month, Elizabeth 
Bashantand her parents were our guests for dinner. 
Elizabeth is a senior who will be graduating in June from 
Clinton Central Senior High School. She will be continuing 
her education at Rochester Institute of Technology in the 

fall where she plans to 
pursue a double major – 
American Sign Language 
and dance. Elizabeth 
has been very busy in 
her days at Clinton. In 
addition to being in the 
National Honor Society, 
she has participated in the 
annual school musicals, 
pursued dance at a local 
dance studio, taught 
Faith Formation Classes 
at her local parish and 
served as an altar server 
as well. We all wish her 
the best and if her past is 
any indication, her future 

should be equally as successful.

Clinton Lions Vice President, Les 
LaBrecque & Lion President Gabe 
Martini present Student of the Month 
Certificate to Clinton Central senior, 
Elizabeth Bashant (May 8, 2025). 

...continued on next page
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On Saturday, May 3rd, twelve (12) club members 
joined with approximately forty (40) other community 
organization members around the Village Green for our 
annual Community Collection Day. Although the weather 
was much less than ideal, holding down the number of 
community residents who visited us, we collected food and 
financial contributions for our Country Pantry, directed 
the clean up some of the “winter-mess” in the heart of the 
village and collected recyclable articles for disposal from 
residents. Our tasks specifically focused on traffic control, 
soliciting financial contributions for the pantry, unloading 
articles to be recycled and food contributions for the pantry. 
In addition, one of our members directed youth groups 
who cleaned up debris around the village green. One 
club member and his partner in service attended the 35th 
Anniversary Luncheon of the Lions Eye Institute (LEI) 
at the Albany Country Club on May 10th. The presentation 
given by the Special Guest & Featured Speaker, Dr. Robert 
Schultze was most informative and the northeast is very 
fortunate to have a person with his skill and dedication 
practicing in our area. His talents and willingness to mentor 
and pass those skills onto tomorrow’s eye surgeons is most 
impressive. He is to be congratulated along with the LEI 
for 35 years of service to those with vision impairments.

Our final total is in for the sale of chocolate bunnies. 
Our treasury realized $1,100 in sales ofthe bunnies. We 
also donated numerous bunnies to a couple non-profit 
organizations in ourarea. This sale was again a financial 
success and continues to increase our visibility in 
thecommunity.

n May 12th four (4) club 
members joined other 
community volunteers at 
the MonthlyDistribution 
of food at our local 
Country Pantry. We 
distributed food from 
both sides of a largetent 
in the parking lot of the 
Annunciation Church 
in Clark Mills, NY. 
This month clients 
receivedfrozen hot 
dogs, assorted frozen 
vegetables, cereals, fruit 
juices, eggs, yogurt, milk 
and assorted
personal hygiene 
products. All items 
were either purchased 
from the Central New 

At each Distribution at the Country 
Pantry located in the Church of the 
Annunciation in Clark Mills, NY, each 
vehicle passes by Intake Coordinator 
Judy LaGasse prior to receiving food. 
This verifies individual’s residency 
within our coverage area. Note the 
abundant sunshine – something 
we haven’t experienced on recent 
Distribution Days throughout the 
winter months (May 12, 2025).  

York FoodBank in Syracuse, NY with grant/donated 
community money or donated by communityresidents. 
This month approximately 1,350 individuals were 
served. Clients continue to be mostgrateful for the 
supplemental food assistance.

Donations this month included a half page 
advertisement in the Central New York 

FirefightersProgram 
Book ($60), a 
contribution of $200 
to a fellow Lion in 
one of our regional 
clubs forassistance 
with medical & final 
expenses incurred 
with the recent passing 
of her husband (alsoa 
Lion), donations to a 
local Lions Club in 
memory of a recently 
deceased member 
($50) and wehave 
begun awarding our 
annual graduation 
awards to graduating 
seniors in local high 
schools in our area.

HAVE A GREAT SPRING & GET READY FOR 
SUMMER…

KING LION GABRIELE MARTINI
3370 Martin Road, Clinton, NY 13323-3811
Home: 315-853-8669; Cell: 315-794-8516
gabemartini1409@gmail.com

Clinton Lions Bob Maxam and 
Bill O’Mara direct resident proper 
location to drop off their recycling 
materials while Lion Les LaBrecque 
and Garry Colarusso wait next vehicle 
on Community Collection Day in the 
Village of Clinton (May 3, 2025).

What is MISSION 1.5?
MISSION 1.5 is the drive to grow to a 
minimum of 1.5 million Lion members 

worldwide on July 1, 2027, so we 
can meet the growing needs of our 

communities and serve more than a 
billion 

people annually.
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NEWCOMB LIONS CLUB
Senior Citizen Dinner
By Lion Norma Taylor 

Newcomb Central School National Honor Society 
recently helped service our guest at our annual 

Newcomb Lions Senior 
Citizen Dinner. 

July 5th is Newcomb 

Lions Annual Chicken 
BBQ. Tickets available 

at local business.

KING LION  MARK YANDON 
123 Marcy Lane, Newcomb, NY 12852 
myandon@frontiernet.net

SAUQUOIT VALLEY LIONS 
CLUB
Breakfast/70th Anniversary
By Lion John Griffin

Our annual 
Palm 

Sunday Pancake 
Breakfast and 
Bake Sale was 
held at the 
Willowvale VFD 
on April 13th.  
Just over $2300 
was raised from 
the breakfast, bake sale and 50/50 drawing.
 
Lion Members Mike and Lorraine Orr and Karen Bigos are 
once again participating in the Ride for Missing Children.

At our meeting on April 24th the Club voted to donate: 

$300.00 to the Ride for Missing Children, $200.00 to the 
Sauquoit Valley CSD After Prom Party and $300.00 in 
support of a local child receiving treatment for cancer.
 
Members gathered at the Smith Funeral Home in Sauquoit 
on May 3rd  to pay our respect to beloved 53 Year SV Lion 
and Melvin Jones Fellow Max Townsend who passed on 
April 21,2025.

Twenty members attended 
our meeting on May 7th.  
A new member induction 
ceremony was held for 
Jim and Jeannine Henck 
who recently joined the 
Club.  A donation of 
$250.00 was made to the 

Willowvale VFD.  The 
Club voted to support 
the distribution of 
funds from the Region 
L Journey for Sight to 
assist Lion Gail Hardy 
with expenses following 

the passing of her husband Richard.  Gail and Richard 
were annual participants in the Region L Journey for Sight 
with Gail kicking off the event each year with a beautiful 
rendition of the Star-Spangled Banner.
 
Discussions were also held at the meeting around our 
Annual “Where’s the Beef Raffle” drawing to be held in 
September and our Second Annual Cornhole Tournament to 
be held in September as well.
 
The Club will celebrate 70 Years of service to the 
community at our year-end dinner to be held at the Orchard 
Hall on Thursday, June 12th at 6:00.  Invitations have been 
extended to Region L Lions Clubs and members of the 
community that have assisted us in fund-raising events this 
past year.  

On Thursday June 26, 2025 the Club will hold a year-end 
Finance Committee meeting at Orchard Hall at 6:00 p.m.

KING LION JOHN MARKLEY
2625 Oneida Street, Sauquoit, NY 13456-3209
Cell: 315-725-9644
golfjjsc@aol.com

Community members enjoy the SV Lions Palm 
Sunday Breakfast.

Induction Ceremony for new 
member Lions Jim and Jeannine 
Henck along with Sponsor Lion 
Connie Griffin and presenter 
Lion John Griffin.



Inquiring minds
want to know what 
your club is doing!

karen@deuxflutes.com
28th of the month
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HADLEY-LUZERNE LIONS 
CLUB
Food to Go for Ronald McDonald House
By PDG Joan Scott

The Hadley-Luzerne Lions made a donation of “Food 
to go” to Ronald Mcdonald House. Pictured are HL 

Lions, PDG Joan Scott 
and MichaelGoodhart 
with Ronald McDonald’s 
House Kimmy Venter.

KING LION DAWN GRANT  
41 Second Avenue, Hadley, NY 12835  
Home: 518-696-2121; Cell: 518 -744-3197 
dmgran71@gmailcom

Krantz Cottage    Lake George, NY



41



42



43



44



45


