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District Governor 

Jerry Reaves 

2021-2022 

As I think about the first 6 months of this Lion year, I wonder how it has gone so quickly.  “This will 
be the fastest year you will ever see” I was told in July 2021.  I know now what that statement 
means.  It truly has been busy times and seems to get even busier with so much more to do before it 
ends. 
  
One of my main concerns has been to see our membership numbers increase.  While several new 
members have been initiated, several have been lost for various reasons.  When we talk with a      
prospective Lion, why not ask that person to bring 2 of their friends with them to the invited meeting, 
service project or fundraiser to see what we do and get acquainted with us? Their friends will want to 
have fun as they are helping others. 
  
My other main concern for this year has been to see more clubs reaching out to help others away 
from their own communities.  While good progress has been made in this area, there is still much  
improvement needed.  Many are “Remembering the Mission” and” Serving from the Heart.” 
  
Please get ready for the fun times coming soon.  Mid-Winter Forum is Feb. 18-19 in Springfield. 
Plans are being finalized for Feb 25-26 in Farmington for our District Convention.  THEN, our State 
Convention in Rolla will be April 28-May 1.  Information flyers identifying  speakers and specifics 
on all these will be in this newsletter.  Both of these conventions will be events that you do not want 
to miss.  Please get your registration in as early as possible.  
  
While you are resting between these events and fun times, your club will be having meetings,     
sponsoring service events and holding fundraisers to add more service and fun. Please get involved 
and enjoy.  It is going to be a wonderful end to a great Lions year. 
  
As always, I thank each one who is going the extra mile, putting in extra time and effort to make 
these events successful, enjoyable and profitable.  We are all just volunteers gladly helping others 
and I THANK YOU FOR WHAT YOU DO. 
  
Lion Jerry 
 

District Governor Jerry Reaves 

District 26-M1 









Events Happening Around District 26-M1 

Meet our newest camera! Thanks to the support 

from Optometry Giving Sight, we were able to purchase a 

new SPOT vision screener.  

KidSight screening below.    

Kennett Lions Club 

Learn about Gun Safety from an expert 

Leader Dog Virtual “Dining in the Dark Event” 

https://www.facebook.com/OptometryGivingSight?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVj2TJUueH0hRoR0aFR5PB9ZzNhXQksc2iamgkNkuYw4qjq7oplckgX_WrYhyjKN2w7tdgqmzm1Mdj0sAc9A4zJFIB-Q7h039xha-8ZcQAtk9lg5EgmBnbFqDgLTS4nJ1NrQtUN3TGButdFsaNwJVo_9B36qkP-ekbyOPyr6-i0vQ&__tn__=-%5dK*F


 

 

 

Lions Club International’s focus  
activity for January was 
“HUNGER”. With the current 
COVID19 virus pandemic has left 
many people are  going hungry.   

Lions attending the 26-M1       
District Convention have the    
opportunity to help the Uplift 
Shelter when they bring food 
items to this Lion event.           

Suggested items include: 

Oatmeal, breakfast bars, pop 
tarts, granola bars, Gatorade,     
water , canned meat, ramen     
noodles and soups.  







Important message from Lions International Foundation District Coordinator PDG Rodney 

McConnell: 

Lions of District 26-M1: 

2021 was a second challenging year in a row with the continuing disruptions caused by the on-

going COVID pandemic.  But there were also more than the usual number of natural disasters. 

Wildfires, floods, and most significantly for our area, severe weather including record-setting 

tornadoes.  Many people in the southernmost Missouri Bootheel and adjoining areas of Arkan-

sas, Tennessee, and Kentucky have been faced with an unimaginable upending of their lives.  

The death and destruction brought to these areas by the December tornadoes will affect these 

individuals for the foreseeable future.  The silver lining-individual Lions clubs immediately be-

gan assisting their neighbors with cleanup and recovery operations.  And Lions Clubs Interna-

tional Foundation is funding the work of these clubs and communities. 

Less than a week after the storm struck, local Lions clubs in the impacted areas had requested, 

and LCIF had already approved, over $100,000 in immediate disaster assistance grants.  District 

23-K, which includes the Mayfield, Kentucky area, was initially approved for $20,000.  These are 

funds that were immediately available thanks to the previous donations of Lions clubs and their 

individual members.   

The key word there?    Previous!  Because the money had already been contributed, there was 

no need to take time for donation sites and hotlines to be set up, and then wait for the funds to 

roll in.   The money was available as soon as the local Lions made the request.  The eventual to-

tal of approved grants from our foundation for this disaster is unknowable at this point.  But 

what IS known is that NOW is the time for clubs and yes, individual Lions to step up and make 

additional donations to replace those funds already appropriated, and to rebuild a surplus for 

needs going forward.  We have no way to know when OUR communities will be the next vic-

tims.  So now is the time to step up and help those in need.  Now is the time to SERVE! 

Here in Missouri District 26-M1, you may send your contributions as a check made payable to 

Lions Clubs International Foundation, and addressed to: 

  

PDG Lion Rodney McConnell 

LCIF District Coordinator 26-M1 

302 Ridge Drive 

Sikeston, MO 63801 



On behalf of Lions Clubs International Foundation and all those in need, we thank you! 



District 26-M1 is in Constitutional Area 1 (CA!) 







 

Thomas P. Grantham    Cape Girardeau Lions 

Elizabeth Barbeau    Patton Lions 

Aimee Campbell     Rolla Lions 

Cody Honse     Rolla Lions 

Tracy Limmer     Rolla Lions 

Tanner Malone     Rolla Lions 

Hannah Park     Rolla Lions 

Marc Whitney Robertson   Rolla Lions 

Bill Whitacre     Rolla Lions 

Terry Jacques     Wardell Lions 

Taylor Richardson    Wardell Lions 

Lions that Have Passed Away 

 

Jerry D. French     Rolla Lions  

Fred Krueger     Rolla Lions 

Clyde Vessell     Rolla Lions 


