
 

Making a Difference 1 Lion at a time! 

Governor Mike Kerek 

 

First I want to congratulate the Plain City Lions for bringing in 8 

new members, with the possibility of 2 additional new members, 

as a result of a very successful Membership Night! Proof once 

again that the Ohio Plan (available on the district website, district13oh5.org) works! 

Kudos to PCC Ben Cosgray for organizing the event. 

 
I read an interesting quote from Ann Sullivan, Helen Keller’s teacher/friend. “I need a 

teacher quite as much as Helen. I know the education of this child will be the distinguishing 

event of my life, if I have the brains and perseverance to accomplish it.” 

 
She understood that this would not be an overnight process; that instant gratification was 

not even an option, but many years of arduous effort, compounded by frustration and 

physiological barriers, would be the path to success. The results are indisputable; Ann 

Sullivan’s perseverance resulted in Helen Keller’s ability to change the world with her 

message. Helen rightfully deserves the accolades she received, but Ann’s contribution is no 

less significant. 

 
Just as Helen’s life changed with the results of a life-altering illness in her childhood, our 

organization, at least here in the United States, has been hit with a devastating blow as 

well: the cultural shift in our society that has swept the country over the last decade. For 

some of our clubs bedrocked in tradition and history, this has severely adversely affected 

them, in both membership and activities. 

 
Helen had Ann Sullivan to teach her how to navigate through her new reality. We have 

teachers too, but may have a more difficult time accepting them as such: the younger 

generation. Like Helen having to trust Ann, we have to do the same. Because the world 

isn’t the same for us anymore either. 

 
We have to understand that this process is going to take time. Perseverance is the key, 

overcoming obstacles and not accepting defeat – just looking for alternative solutions until 

something works. Allow the growth to come back slowly and with substance, adapting to 

the new realities as you do so. 

 
We also have to accept that 20% will STILL do 80% of the work in the clubs. (That has 

NOT changed in the last decade, and is pervasive everywhere, in every organization, in 

every community.) If you are one of the 20%, allowing this to frustrate you is 

counterproductive. You are doing good, important work for your communities. Stepping 

back or worse, quitting, is only going to hurt the people you serve, and will leave a sour 

taste of bitterness in you as well. Adopting an attitude of, “If it has to be, it is up to me,” 

and doing what needs to be done is sometimes the best option. Assess what assistance 

you can get from others, plan accordingly, and make it work, remembering the entire time 

why you are doing it. You joined Lions to help other people in need.  
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First Vice District Governor  
Jackie Christensen 

Fellow Lions, first off let me apologize for the delay in getting this newsletter out!  It’s been a crazy 

month, been extremely busy and due to circumstances beyond my control I’ve had other things take 

precedence. 

Nevertheless, your District Leadership team has been hard at work trying to keep the District  

running.  We have been working on the convention—we hope you all consider joining us there as 

you’re guaranteed to have a great time.  Mark your calendars for March 29th and 30th.  We’ve also 

been hard at work on a 5-year Long Range plan with members of the District. We’ll have some 

great stuff coming up for you in the District for better education and communication. 

I had the pleasure of traveling to Tennessee’s Lions Leadership Retreat.  I gave a few presentations 

and, of course, gave my Helen Keller speech.  When I have a young man tell me I made him cry with 

my speech, I know my job is done!  Here in Ohio, District 13-OH5, you should all be proud.   

Although they had a nice retreat, our Learn to Roar still beats them all for education to all Lions. 

The best part this past month was having the pleasure of talking with some Lions in the Western 

part of our District about what they can do to help their clubs prosper and grow.  We had 5 Lions 

from District Leadership there and we think we were able to help them.  It was quite refreshing to 

hear them say they didn’t feel like they were on an island by themselves and it was nice to know the 

District really was there to help them.  That is why you all have 3 District Officers and a Leadership 

team behind them.  We are here to help any club that needs the help.  PLEASE, reach out to us and 

let us know what your club needs!!  We are here to help, not tell you what to do. 

The fun part of this month was getting the chance to install 2 new members for the Prospect Lions 

Club.  It was a fun night. Welcome Lions Larry and Rosanna Craft to District 13-OH5 Lions! 

District Governor  
Mike Kerek (Continued) 

 
At the same time, when we get a new Lion in our club, we need to put them to work. Give them relevant 

projects. Teach them what you know and let them be an asset. Learn from them and support their pas-

sions. If you want active Lions, find ways to allow them to be active. This goes for your old timers as well, 

by the way; some of them CAN’T do the things they used to, but they can help in other ways if asked. Find 

ways where they can contribute, and you may be surprised. 

 
I am encouraged by what I have observed around our district. When we are submerged in our own club’s 

problems and see only the difficulties we have to overcome, sometimes it takes an outsider to notice what 

we’re doing right. There is a whole lot of that going on. 

 

Remember our district convention on March 29-30; I hope many of you can make it.  

 

As always, if you need anything, I’m a phone call away. 
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Deadline for all articles is the 25th of the month. Send to: cwpaws13@gmail.com 

Any club information about your upcoming events would be greatly appreciated. The 
goal is to have many clubs sending in their events.  Many Lions throughout our  
District enjoy traveling to other Ohio Lions Club events and supporting your efforts.  
Give it a try!! 

Second Vice District Governor  
Jason Gray 

Happy New Years to everyone!  If you are keeping your New Year’s resolutions, good for you! 
 

As I continue to visit more clubs and meet more people one of the things I consistently hear from 

clubs, is we don’t hold our meetings like you are supposed to, or like other clubs do.  Personally, I 
think that is AWESOME.  It is your members’ club, your community’s club, and your meeting 

should match those personalities.  If your meetings consist of holding a moment of silence, singing 

songs, telling (appropriate) jokes, or any other fun way to get members engaged, it is a great idea.   

 
When planning your meetings, I would encourage you to keep a few things in mind: Is it fun? What 

would it look like to someone that attends for the first time? And, Is it informative? First, and  

possibly the most important, is it fun and worth your time to go.  If so, then you are on the right 

track.  Second, I encourage you to look at it from an outsider’s prospective.  Will they find it  

inclusive, engaging, and want to come back?  Finally, is it informative?  Do members leave the  

meeting with an understanding of what your club and district is doing in your community?   

 
These are questions only you can answer.  You understand the personality of your community and 

your club.  I encourage you to keep these three things in mind when planning your next meeting.    

 

Above all, DON’T BE AFRAID TO TRY SOMETHING NEW.  It will only be scary the first time! 

 

Have a great February and as always, if there is any way we can help, please don’t hesitate to reach 

out to any of the District Governor’s or Zone Chairs. 

mailto:cwpaws13@gmail.com
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Page 4 

Upcoming Zone Meetings 
 
Zone 1 Meeting — February 20, 2019—6:30pm—Bob Evans Restaurant, Greenville. 
 
Zone 2 Meeting — February 21, 2019—6:30pm—North Hampton Lions Den, 4 West 
Main St., North Hampton.  
 
Zone 3 Meeting — February 20, 2019—6:00pm—Der Dutchman Restaurant, 445 S. 
Jefferson Ave, Plain City. 
 
Zone 4 Meeting — March 4, 2019—6:30pm—Green Camp Community Building, 
SR739, Green Camp. 
 
Zone 5 Meeting — February 19, 2019—6:30pm—MCL Cafeteria, 3154 Kingsdale 
Center, Upper Arlington 
 
Zone 6 Meeting — February 21, 2019—6:30pm—Francis Stuebe Community  
Center, 22 S. Trine St, Canal Winchester. 
 
Zone 7 Meeting — February 27, 2019—6:45pm—Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church, 
2213 White Rd, Grove City 
 
 
  
District Project for the Homeless—UPDATE 
 
Supplies for our kits are here! We have more than 500 cases. Special thanks 
to the Groveport Lions Club who donated money for materials for the cases! We will 
fill these cases with the following items: 
 

 Bandaids (big and small) 
 Wet Wipes 
 Antibiotic Ointment 
 Sample size meds—Tylenol and Aspirin 
 Chapstick 
 Toenail clippers 
 Tissues (small hand pack) - if they fit 
 Sewing kits (small travel size) 

 
I have made 15 cases so you can see what they look like—see page 5.  This will be 
one of our service projects at the convention.  I will need MANY hands to help us fill 
all these eye glass cases!!  I can’t do it alone.  If you can’t be at the convention, 
PLEASE get in touch with 1VDG Jackie Christensen and let her know how many kits 
you need for those in your communities. Contact 1VDG Jackie at 
cwpaws13@gmail.com or 614-530-1861.   

District News and Information 

mailto:cwpaws13@gmail.com?subject=First%20Aid%20Kits
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Communications Contest 
Runs from Oct 1-Mar 1.  Don’t forget if you signed up, make sure you get all your  
communications information out.  Don’t forget to make sure DG Mike gets included for 
all communication. 
 
Other District Projects 
We are continuing our District projects from last year—so at next year’s convention 
don’t forget to bring your Legos for the kids at Children’s Hospital and your Vegetable 
Seeds for those who can’t afford to buy vegetables at the grocery store.  If you 
aren’t coming to the convention, which we sure hope you do, you can also bring these 
items to your Zone meeting or get them to your Zone Chair or District Officer when 
they visit your club or event and we’ll make sure they get where they need to go. 
 
Call to Convention!! 
See the District Registration form later in this newsletter.  We hope you join us for a 
fun-filled Convention in March!  See you there. 
 
Legos 
Please help us collect new legos for the Nationwide  
Children's Hospital. Braxton Long (pictured below), during 
his battle with cancer, he collected Lego sets for all his 
friends on the oncology floor at Children's hospital. He lost 
his battle with cancer at age 8 in 2016. Since his death his 
family has kept his spirit alive by collecting over 5,000 sets 
of Legos the last 2 years. Please help us keep his memory 
alive by helping with this Lego drive.  The hospital is down 
to 21 sets and in need of new Legos for these kids facing 
chemo. Lion Debbie Bolyard will be more then happy to pick 
up these Lego sets up. Please give her a call for more  
information at 614-202-8907. 
 

EYEGLASS CASES—FIRST AID KITS FOR THE HOMELESS 
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EYE CARE FUND UPDATE 

 
The eye care fund committee wanted to share some “feel good” info on a recent  

recipient: 

 
Kim was the recipient of the eye care fund who needed special contacts.  Lion Bob  

Merkle’s Club helped to get her through the eye care fund application process and she 

was awarded money to assist with the contacts.  Kim called Lion Bob to thank his club 

and let them know she had her new contacts and now has 20/25 vision most of the time.  

She needed to get insurance to help with replacements she’d need in the future (18-24 

months) of about $750 per eye!!  She even got a lead on a part time job.  Kim was most 

appreciative and it’s good to see the eye care funds were well spent! 

 

 

“Save-the-Date” 
 

Save-the-Date: June 15, 2019.  All Lions are invited to attend “Learn to Roar,” Lions training 

school.  There will be three different classes going on each hour.  Students attending for  

official club officer training will have one required class to take and three electives.  General 

Lions are welcome to attend any class.  You can pick-and-choose topics of interest.  Among 

others, there will be classes on Duties of the Board of Directors, Financial Transparency,  

Succession Planning, New Voice Initiative, Lion’s insurance, Tail-Twisting, and Engaging our 

Youth.  Come join us on Saturday, June 15th 2019 at the Der Dutchman in Plain City.    

Registration will start at 9:00am and the first class begins at 10:00am.  Lunch will be catered 

by the Der Dutchman and will be at noon.  All classes end at 3:00pm.  Watch for more details 

including the class schedule and the registration form coming out soon.    
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District  13 OH5 Lions would like to congratulate: 

 

District Peace Poster Winner – Spoorthi Kandalai, Hilliard Lions 

 

District Peace Essay Winner – Monica Carreno, Delaware Lions 

 
Spoorthi’s poster was runner-up on the state level, and Monica’s essay won 

the state and was sent to LCI for judging.  

 
District Governor Mike Kerek and the judging team would like to thank ALL 

of the participants for their submissions, and encourage them to continue in 

their artistic endeavors. The decisions were difficult, to say the least! 

 

Posters will be returned to the clubs to be given back to the artists. 
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Donation Checks to The Ohio Lions Foundation 
 

Last year your Ohio Lions Foundation celebrated its thirty second year of service.  
Since its inception, the Foundation has awarded grants in the total amount of 
$1,889,975, while its administrative expenses have averaged less than five percent 
(5%) of revenues. 
 

Support Your Ohio Lions Foundation 
 

 Ohio Lions Foundation Helen Keller Scholarship Program (now in its 29th 
year, a total of 11 scholarships are awarded annually to undergraduate, graduate 
and professional school students at seven state supported universities.  The OLF 
Helen Keller Scholarship Program is one of the very few scholarship programs 
available for visually impaired students pursuing post-graduate courses of study.  
To date, over $676,800 in Helen Keller Scholarships have been given to students 
in nearly every academic field of study, including nursing, education, rehabilitation, 
physical therapy, electrical engineering, finance, mathematics, computer/ 
information science, music, law and veterinary medicine. 

 
 Disaster Relief Grants (The OLF is proud of its record of being the first  

organization on the scene with disaster relief funds for direct assistance to victims 
of floods, tornados and other natural disasters in Ohio).  The Foundation has  
provided disaster relief to flood victims in Deshler, Napoleon and Holgate in Henry 
County, flood victims in Ripley, Ohio and in Crooksville, Ohio and victims of a  
devastating fire which displaced residents of a multi-unit apartment building in  
Medina, Ohio. 

 
 Low Vision Reader Matching Grant Program (over 70 low -vision readers 

have been placed to-date in public libraries throughout Ohio).  The program has 
now been expanded to include matching grants for the acquisition of iPads (which 
come with voice-over technology built-in) for public libraries and senior centers to 
be made available to visually impaired individuals. 

 
 Matching grants for sight-related programs and equipment 
 

Direct grants to qualified blind individuals for acquisition of assistive 
technology. 
 With the creation of the Charles E. Cody Fund for Aid to the Blind (Through a 

generous bequest from the Estate of Charles E. Cody), grants are now  
available directly to qualified blind individuals for the acquisition of Apple 
iPads (which come with built in voice over technology) and Victor Trek GPS/
Reader devices. 

 The Foundation has created the Tom and Helen Roberds Fund (through a  
bequest from the Estate of Helen Roberds) which is dedicated to providing 
funding for sight-related grants. 

 

 Ohio State School for the Blind Marching Band.   Let’s get behind our  
nationally recognized Ohio State School ForThe Blind Marching Band.  The Ohio  
Lions Foundation maintains a Restricted Fund specifically for the support of the 
OSSB marching band.  Donations may be made payable to the “Ohio Lions  
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Foundation” with the designation in the memo line “Ohio State School for The 
Blind Marching Band Fund”, and mailed to the Ohio Lions Foundation, P.O. Box 
21016, Columbus, Ohio 43221. 
 Lions Sensory Garden at the Ohio State School For The Blind. 

The Foundation recently sponsored a series of classes through the  
“One-Touch Project” which teaches self-defense techniques to blind  
individuals. 

 Other restricted funds: The OLF also serves as the trustee for various 
restricted funds such as the James and Betty Coffey Endowment Restricted 
Fund, the District OH5 Eye Care Restricted Fund and the Lions Senso-
ry Garden Fund (a District OH5 project). 

 
Please support your Ohio Lions Foundation by contributing to the Foundation’s Annual 
Campaign.  Contributions should be made payable to The Ohio Lions Foundation and 
mailed to the Ohio Loins Foundation, John B. Cosgray, Executive Secretary, 
P.O. Box 21016, Columbus, Ohio 43221-0016. 
 
Contributions of $1,000 (which may be paid over a four-year period) qualify for the 
Ohio Lions Foundation Founder’s Award. 
 
See the OLF website for further information about the Foundation and for Grant  
Applications.   
 
Website: www.ohiolionsfoundation.org   Facebook: www.facebook.com/olf2017 
 

The Ohio Lions Foundation is a Section 501(c) (3) charitable foundation and  
contributions are tax deductible as provide by law. 

WEST CENTRAL OHIO  

LIONS EYE BANK 

 

Upcoming Event: 

 

Strides for Life 5K—April 27,2019 

http://www.ohiolionsfoundation.org
http://www.facebook.com/olf2017
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Lions Club chapter. Another immediate goal is to try to establish a regular meeting 
place. 

The closest chapters are in downtown Columbus and the Near East Side. The  
proposed club would serve German Village and surrounding neighborhoods, they 
said. 

“We have resources, manpower and ideas,” Koble said. 

Lions Club International, founded in 1916 in Chicago, is a volunteer-run organization.  
Local dues are $80 – a one-time sign-up fee of $15 and $65 annually. Sign-up fees 
are waived for those who are veterans, Jackson said. 

The club’s original mission was helping the vision-impaired but has dovetailed into 
many other areas, such as literacy, hunger and assisting those who have diabetes. 

All 33 Franklin County chapters have an ongoing mission to collect Legos for children 
staying at Nationwide Children’s Hospital. 

The club also collects used eyeglasses that are refurbished and given to those in 
need and is actively involved with Pilot Dogs, a group that provides trained dogs to 
the legally blind. 

The Lions organization, based in Oak Brook, Ill., has 1.4 million members worldwide,  
according to its website. 

Jackson, immediate past governor of Ohio District 5, which includes 11 counties in 
central and western Ohio, said a German Village chapter has no particular mission in 
mind, only to help those who need it. 

The nonprofit organization hopes to work with schools in the area in providing vision 
screenings for students in grades pre-K-12, Jackson said. Other than that, the  
members would rely on the community to voice its own needs, he said. 

Linda Langhorst, a board member and volunteer of the South Side Community  
Ministries Food Pantry, located inside St. Paul United Church of Christ, 225 E. Gates 
St. in Merion Village, said she recognizes volunteer opportunities throughout the 
greater neighborhood, including with her own organization. 

“There’s always a need, and matching up need with what people are willing to do is a 
great project,” Langhorst said. 
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Donation Checks to the OH5 Eye Care Fund 
 

The OH5 Eye Care Fund is a restricted fund under the Ohio Lions Foundation  
Charitable Organization umbrella created to assist OH5 clubs in providing funding 
to individuals with vision related issues.  If the club does not have the financial 
resources to help qualified individuals to obtain glasses, have eye related  
surgeries, or to obtain vision assistance device, please complete the Eye Care 
Fund grant application that is available on the district website 
(www.district13oh5.org under the Resources and Training link).  
 
Donation checks need to be made payable to The Ohio Lions Foundation with a 
notation in the memo line OH5 Eye Care Fund.  Also, add the club name making 
the donation, if appropriate, to the memo line. 
 
Banks have become very strict in the past few years and will not cash checks not 
made payable to the account name.  Hence, the checks need to be made payable 
to The Ohio Lions Foundation or OLF. 
 
Please help us continue to help those in need of vision assistance.  This year we 
have helped an individual obtain some special contacts to permit her to see, 
have helped with cataract surgeries and contributed to the purchase of an  
eVision device for a young lady.  We contributed $3,000 towards the $6,450 total 
cost of the device.  Our maximum grants are $3,000. 
 
The Ohio Lions Foundation is a Section 501(c) (3) charitable foundation and  
contributions are tax deductible as provide by law. 
 

Mail your donation checks to: 
Ohio Lions Foundation 
PO Box 21016 
Columbus, OH 43221-0016 

DON’T FORGET SCHOLARSHIPS 
 

Pin Traders $2,500 Scholarship available—A Lions Connection is required—
Click Here. 
 
George “Ray” Empson—4, $1,000 Scholarships are available—Click Here. 

http://www.district13oh5.org
http://e-district.org/userfiles/1080/file/Resources/2018%202019%20LITPC%20Scholarship%20Information.pdf
http://www.wkhscounselors.com/images/Scholarships/LionsClub_Scholarship2018.pdf
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Club News and Information 

Gettysburg Lions Club 
 

 Gave 6 food baskets within the Gettysburg Community 
 Food drive with held in coordination with the Community Unity and 

Salvation Army was a success receiving donations surpassed last 
year’s. 

 Gettysburg Lions purchased 56 Lego boxes (!) to be give to  
Children’s Hospital. Rick and Cheryl Gunkle matched funds to make 
this possible.  THANK YOU GETTYSBURG LIONS!! 

 
 Gettysburg Lions will host the February 20th Zone Meeting, 6:30 pm, 

Bob Evans Restaurant. 
 
 Potpie Supper w ill be held March 23rd, 4:30-7:00 pm, at the 

Gettysburg Community Park Building. 
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State News and Information 

Tri-Village Lions Club News 
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State Pins 
 
2019 State pins are available at $2.00 each and may be obtained from Lions Merle 
Dutt, Lion Pauline Rogers, Lion PDG Eileen Brenner or Lion PDG Karl Cox.  A "NEW" 
design and a "BEAUTIFUL" pin is a "MUST" to add to your collection. 
 
 

Lions Club Logo Ohio License Plate Now Available 
 
On Sale Now!! No need to wait for your renewal!! I’ve got mine—hope you 
get yours too.  Get up to 6 letters/characters of your choice—subject to BMV 
approval. 
 
Where - WWW.OPLATES.COM or your local Deputy Registrar / BMV 
 
Details - Just request the Lions Club Logo License Plate at the BMV or 
at WWW.OPLATES.COM. There is a $25 additional charge for the Lions Club Logo 
Plate, however $15 of that charge is a contribution to the Ohio Lions Foundation.   
 
You do not have to wait until your plate needs renewed, you can order the plate now 
for just the Logo Fee ($25*), Service fee ($3.50*), New Plate Fee ($8.25*) and  
Postage ($3.02*) If also renewing your license plate the Annual Vehicle Renewal  
Registration Fees apply.  *Costs may vary dues to local taxes Please 
check WWW.OPLATES.COM or your local Deputy Registrar/BMV for the actual cost and 
fees * 
 
Contact - If you have Questions please contact PDG Joe Jackson, shoeless-
jj71@gmail.com 
 

 

http://www.oplates.com/
http://www.oplates.com/
http://www.oplates.com/
mailto:shoelessjj71@gmail.com?subject=License%20Plate
mailto:shoelessjj71@gmail.com?subject=License%20Plate
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International News and Information 

IT’S COMING!!!  Learn more about MyLion here:  http://www.mylion.org/?language=en  

Have you heard of New Voices? 
 

The New Voices Initiative celebrates women’s  
contributions to Lions Clubs International as it  
welcomes its first female International  
President. This initiative promotes gender parity 
by focusing on increasing the number of women 
in Lions Clubs, as well as closing the gap  
between men and women in leadership  
positions.  

 

Initiatives include: 
 
 Work to identify projects women can connect to. 
 Encourage and mentor women to take up leadership roles in their clubs and districts. 
 Promote stronger female membership to bring gender parity to LCI 
 Demonstrate to their community LCI is open to men AND women. 
 Share stories of female leaders on their service on social media, and find innovative ways 

to spread their message 

http://www.mylion.org/?language=en
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https://youtu.be/OvQrMYRJFeU
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