
 

Making a Difference 1 Lion at a time! 

Governor Mike Kerek 

 

Fellow Lions, 

 
On behalf of those we serve, I thank you. 

 
For the little girl with her brand-new glasses, studiously poring over the 

words in her book which are in focus for the first time in her life. 

 
For the high school FFA student, proudly wearing his new member jacket 

that his family could not afford, feeling like he’s a part of, not apart from, 

the rest of the club. 

 
For the Korean War veteran who couldn’t afford a flag pole, who stares up 

in silent contemplation as the Stars and Stripes flutter in the breeze from 

the new pole erected that morning. 

 
For the line of hungry people of all ages, waiting patiently for their turn to 

receive what will be their only meal for the day, the only option for  

life-giving sustenance that they have available to them. 

 
For the middle-aged woman, recently diagnosed with diabetes after 

receiving a surprising reading at a routine glucose screening the previous 

week, giving herself her first self-injected shot of insulin. 

 
For the young boy in a hospital bed, hooked up to IVs and monitors, weak 

in body yet strong in spirit, smiling as he holds up his latest Lego creation 

for his mom’s approval. 

 
For the parents who sit on a blanket in a local park after a family picnic, 

watching their children gleefully play in the litter-free playground. 

 
For the blind man, going to work on his own for the first time thanks to 

the Pilot Dog that has become his companion and independence life-line. 

 

For these people, and the countless thousands that we touch in a myriad of 

ways every single day, thank you for your service. Thank you for making a 

difference, one at a time. 
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First Vice District Governor  
Jackie Christensen 

Fellow Lions, 

As Governor Mike’s year is coming to a close I find myself being nostalgic as I’m going to miss  

being able to work with him on a regular basis!  He has been a great leader for this District and they are big 

shoes to fill.  I am thrilled, though, Governor Mike agreed to be on my Cabinet next year. 

 

I look forward to spending time with all of you next year, helping you with your events, and  

hopefully keeping this District running smoothly.  Our cabinet is at your service so please let us know what 

we can do for you! 

 

My theme for next year is Knights of the Blind!  What a surprise, right?!         It’s rather fitting I get to be 

your District Governor on this upcoming 100th year of Ohio Lions service to the world where Helen Keller 

challenged us to be “Knights of the Blind in this crusade against darkness”.  Lions vision service has made 

wonderful strides in the past 100 years and we will continue to work to eradicate preventable blindness and 

help those without sight to lead a better, more normal, healthy and active life.  One of my goals for next year 

is to help us further this cause by getting every club in our District doing vision screenings in their  

communities.  Won’t you join me in helping to save the sight of a young person?  We can teach you how if 

you don’t already know. 

 

I was actually thrilled to be contacted by someone from LCI about what our District 

in particular and what we have done with vision service. I had a half hour  

conversation about all we do throughout Ohio, not just in our District, to continue 

making strides in vision screenings.  During my DG training in Illinois, our instructor, 

PID Gotto, heard me talk about my RLLI group and what we tried to do in the state 

with a mobile vision van and my district in particular about wanting to get all my clubs 

doing visions screenings and he apparently forwarded my contact info along to LCI.  I 

was pretty happy about that and to find out someone was actually listening. 

 

My other goals for our District next year, besides vision screening, are as follows: 

 More women in Lions and more women stepping into leadership roles – we have a LOT to offer ladies!  

If I can do it, so can you.  There are many roles out there that need your leadership.  Join me in helping 

to make this organization even GREATER by contributing our unique perspective! 

 More family of Lions!  I love visiting clubs that have children at the meeting or other family members a 

part of the same club.  Family is what Lions is all about and families are who we all help, so why can’t we 

all, as a family, be members of a Lions Club?  After all, those children of Lions members are our future 

Lions.  Show them how important service to their community is by setting that example for them and let 

them help you in your service to the community.   

 I have several “formal” goals from LCI and I’ll share those with you next month. 

 

In this, our upcoming 100th year of Ohio Lions, let’s celebrate OHIO!  You’ll hear about what all we’ll be  

doing to celebrate in the coming months.  But in the meantime, if you have any ideas about how we can  

celebrate, let me know.  Whether it’s about our 100th anniversary or about your clubs, I am always open to 

new and better ideas.  Please don’t hesitate to share them with me. 
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Newsletter Editor—2018-2019 

 
Deadline for all articles is the 25th of the month. Send to: cwpaws13@gmail.com 

 
Next month’s newsletter will be my last as your newsletter editor as this District 
13-OH5 year comes to an end.  You will all be left in good hands as Lion Jane  
Jarrow will be my newsletter editor for 2019-2020 Lions year and I’m very  
excited about that. 

 

I was disappointed more clubs did not get there club activities to me this past 
year so we all discover what other clubs throughout our District do for service 
and fundraising in their communities.  But maybe you will all think about doing 
that with Lion Jane.  I certainly hope so!  This is a newsletter for all our clubs, 
not for your District Cabinet.  I will, however, continually encourage my cabinet 
to get articles in the newsletter to keep all clubs informed about what is  
happening with our different areas of service in the District, State, and at the LCI 
level.  Knowledge is power and the more you know the more you can help your 
communities! 

 

Thanks for all you do!  And, especially, thanks for allowing me to serve as your 
newsletter editor in 2018-2019.  

   
DGe Jackie Christensen 

UPCOMING ZONE MEETING 
 

Zone 1—May 14, 2019, 6:30 PM at Versailles Lions Club,  

Versailles Vets Club, 106 S. Center St, Versailles, OH 

 
Zone 2—July 25, 2019,  6:00 PM at Clark County Fairgrounds, Springfield, OH—Head 

count is needed in advance of the meeting!!  Contact Lion Kenny at  

rowdy1975@aol.com. Dinner is Pork Chops, Corn on the cob, and baked potatoes. 

mailto:cwpaws13@gmail.com
mailto:rowdy1975@aol.com
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Page 4 

District News and Information 

tration form coming out soon.   

Saturday, June 15th 2019 at the Der Dutchman in Plain City.    
Registration will start at 9:00am and the first class begins at 10:00am.   

Lunch will be catered by the Der Dutchman and will be at noon.   
All classes end at 3:00pm.   
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GLOBAL SERVICE TEAM (GST) 
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Club News and Information 

Club Activities 

GETTYSBURG LIONS CLUB 

 Donated $150 to purchase eyeglasses for a student with the help of the Greenville 

Schools Nurse. 

 Donated $50 to the Gettysburg Fireworks for their 4th of July celebration. 

 Made $2,066 from their PotPie Supper 

 Installation of officers will happen at their club meeting on June 19, 2019. 

Pulled Pork Dinner—June 7th—4-7:30 PM  

393 East College, Westerville, OH 

PULLED PORK (from Lion Bill Bretthauer), cole slaw, roll, and beans 

$10 Donation. 

WESTERVILLE LIONS CLUB 
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There’s still time to get your scholarship applications in as the deadline has been 

extended.  Complete the application and get yours in ASAP! 
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Diabetes Screening Service Project 
 
Lions of District 13-OH5—Here’s another GREAT service projects for those of you 

who have been trained to do Diabetes Screening!  I was contacted by Alicia Thomas, 

who works out at this Fitness Center.  For the 2nd year in a row they are having a 

“Kick Diabetes” event and fundraiser.  All donations go to the Central Ohio  

Diabetes Association. This will Occur on June 8th, 2019 (flyer has the incorrect year 

on it!), at KZone Fitness Center, 5726 Westbourne Ave, Columbus, OH from 8 AM 

until 1 PM.  We are in need of 5-10 Lions who are trained in diabetes testing to work 

this event for us.  You can work in a couple hours shift or for the full time, if you so 
desire.  They are hoping for 150 attendees at this event so it’s a BIG deal.  This came about because the 

owner’s mother got diagnosed with diabetes, so they have been dedicated to helping to raise money for 

CODA for the last 2 years.  Let’s have a great showing and let them know what LIONS are all about!  

Where there’s a need there’s a Lion!! 

 
If you are able to assist on this date, please contact DG Elect, Jackie Christensen, at cwpaws13@gmail.com 

or at 614-530-1861 to schedule your time to assist.  Another activity you club will get service credit for  

participating so be sure your club secretary knows you are helping out.  Another event showing us: It’s 

GREAT to be a Lion! 
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Lions Code of Ethics 

 
I was reminded recently that sometimes we Lions forget we are supposed to think positively 

and to promote Lionism.  I wanted to share our Code of Ethics to remind us all what it 

means to be a Lion! Pay special attention to the last one which many of us forget most  

sometimes. 

 
To Show my faith in the worthiness of my vocation by industrious  

application to the end that I may merit a reputation for quality of service.  

To Seek success and to demand all fair remuneration or profit as my just due, but to 

accept no profit or success at the price of my own self-respect lost because of unfair 

advantage taken or because of questionable acts on my part.  

To Remember that in building up my business it is not necessary to tear down  

another's; to be loyal to my clients or customers and true to myself.  

Whenever a doubt arises as to the right or ethics of my position or action towards 

others, to resolve such doubt against myself. 

To Hold friendship as an end and not a means. To hold that true friendship exists not 

on account of the service performed by one to another, but that true friendship  

demands nothing but accepts service in the spirit in which it is given.  

Always to bear in mind my obligations as a citizen to my nation, my state, and my  

community, and to give them my unswerving loyalty in word, act, and deed. To give them 

freely of my time, labor and means. 

To Aid others by giving my sympathy to those in distress, my aid to the weak, and my 

substance to the needy. 

To Be Careful with my criticism and liberal with my praise; to build up and not  

destroy. 
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VOICEcorps Reading Service needs YOU!! 
 

Lions of District 13-OH5, 

 
We all have the opportunity once again to participate in a District  

Service Project!!  This can become an annual event and it happens right here in our own  

District. 

 
I was contacted by VOICEcorps Marketing and Development Director, David Noble, about 

participating in a OHIO LIONS day at VOICEcorps Reading Service, 2955 W. Broad St.,  

Columbus, OH.  This would take place on Tuesday, May 21st the weekend after the State 

Convention.  

 
They are asking for ANY Ohio Lion to contact them and schedule a time to come and do 

some reading for their service.  You would arrive 15 minutes before your scheduled time for 

some instruction, read for 20 minutes, and they will also give you all a tour of the facility after 

you are done.  Another great way to see what Lions service for the blind is all about!  A feel 

good project to know you are helping the blind to hear about those things they cannot see.  

The reading service has volunteers read anything and everything that would be of interest for 

information to the blind—grocery ads, books, magazines, newspapers, store sale ads, etc.  You 

name it, they read it.  We will be spreading the word about this project throughout the state 

hoping as many Lions as possible have time to stop in during the day and read for them.  Of 

course, those of us who work during the day cannot participate so we need those of you 

who do not work during the day to fill in and make us proud because we’ll be thinking of you 

that day and wishing we were there too! 

 

If you are able to assist, please contact David Noble at the following: 

Phone: 614-274-7650  or 

Email:  dnoble@voicecorps.org  

 
Don’t forget to let your club secretary know you are doing this so your club gets 

credit for your service work! 

mailto:dnoble@voicecorps.org
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State Pins 
 
2019 State pins are available at $2.00 
each and may be obtained from Lions 
Merle Dutt, Lion Pauline Rogers, Lion 
PDG Eileen Brenner or Lion PDG Karl 
Cox.  A "NEW" design and a 
"BEAUTIFUL" pin is a "MUST" to add 
to your collection. 
 
 

Lions Club Logo Ohio License Plate Now Available 
 
PLATES NEED TO BE ORDERED BY SEPTEMBER 2019!!!  LET’S NOT LOOSE THE 
HARD WORK WE PUT INTO GETTING THESE PLATES.  We need MANY Lions to 
order these plates throughout the state.  GET YOURS NOW!! 
 
Where - WWW.OPLATES.COM or your local Deputy Registrar / BMV 
 
Details - Just request the Lions Club Logo License Plate at the BMV or 
at WWW.OPLATES.COM. There is a $25 additional charge for the Lions Club Logo 
Plate, however $15 of that charge is a contribution to the Ohio Lions Foundation.   
 
You do not have to wait until your plate needs renewed, you can order the plate now 
for just the Logo Fee ($25*), Service fee ($3.50*), New Plate Fee ($8.25*) and  
Postage ($3.02*) If also renewing your license plate the Annual Vehicle Renewal  
Registration Fees apply.  *Costs may vary dues to local taxes Please 
check WWW.OPLATES.COM or your local Deputy Registrar/BMV for the actual cost and 
fees * 
 
Contact - If you have Questions please contact PDG Joe Jackson,  
shoelessjj71@gmail.com 
 

 

State News and Information 

http://www.oplates.com/
http://www.oplates.com/
http://www.oplates.com/
mailto:shoelessjj71@gmail.com?subject=License%20Plate
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International News and Information 

Your New Lion Account 

For more information contact Lion PDG Jeff Sweeney at: sweeney.17@osu.edu  

mailto:sweeney.17@osu.edu
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