
 
 

 

 
District Governor Message 
 
Merry Christmas to our Lions, Lioness, and Le-
os of District 37N! 
During my travels this month, I have seen ex-
tensive work that intensifies during this season 
of giving from our members across District 37N. The generosity and kind-
ness we exemplify brings tremendous hope to those in our communities who 
are struggling during this Christmas Season.   
It seems to be a vision issue; Lions have the vision to see those who are 
less fortunate, those passed by in our communities.  Our vision allows us to 
see the needs of others and respond with relevant support for those over-
whelmed by life’s challenges.  
Our vision combines generosity with wisdom. With clear sight, we can con-
tribute to maximum effect. In our dozens of clubs, the discussion is the 
same; how best do we manage the resources of the club to address the 
concerns we see. Your thoughtfulness and vision will make this Christmas 
one to remember for many individuals and families throughout Alberta and 
Montana.  

So often we believe our service is about the vision in others, but truly it 
begins with the individual member and their vision of care in each 
community and around the world.   

 
The vision that saw wasted glasses, thrown away when their use was 

through, are now recycled.  Those recycled glasses, painstakingly 
collected, cleaned, serviced, and processed where taken to Agua Ca-
liente in Mexico by our Lioness and Lions members.  Thank you for 
raising your eyes to see beyond our borders and making the simple 
act of recycling extraordinary in the life of someone far away.   

Closer to home, the Coleman Lions and the community of Coleman have 
worked for four decades to develop the wrap around services for the disa-
bled in the community. 
We are service. 
Blessings to you and yours for profound peace and deep joy this Christmas 
Season! 
DG Laura Dickerson 
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Montana Lions Sight & Hearing Foundation 

I have had an experience the past two days that you might want to put into the monthly bulletin.  On 
Sunday (2nd) my wife and I were at the local Great Falls Wal-Mart and I decided to check and emp-
ty the used eyeglass, hearing aid, drop box there.  It was almost full.  Later that afternoon I decided 
to sort out the glasses and I found a zip up case that had Regional Medical on it plus a sticker with a 
ladies name, date of birth, etc.  I opened the case and there was one pair of glasses and when I 
took out the glasses there was a zip plastic bag with an identical sticker on it folded up in the bot-
tom.  When I pulled out the bag I could see that there was a ring in it and sure enough it was a very 
nice diamond ring. 
When I Googled the ladies name I got an obituary from the Billings Gazette and the Great Falls Trib-
une.  The lady, age 84, had passed away in Rapid City, South Dakota on the 11th of August from 
complications from an accident.  The obituary showed some relatives in Montana but none in Great 
Falls.  The last people mentioned in the obituary were a sister- in law and brother-in-law but there 
was no address.  Her ashes were buried in the Manchester Cemetery and it showed a Great Falls 
mortuary had handled the services.  I called them and explained the circumstances and they told me 
that the last people listed on the obituary were in the Great Falls area and because they were not 
listed in the phone book they could not give me their number but that they would contact them and 
give them my number to call.  A short time later a very nice lady called me and I asked her if she 
had donated a pair of glasses for the deceased and she said yes and I asked her where and she 
told me Wal-Mart in Great Falls.  I then told her what I had found and she broke down and 
cried.  She told me she was executor of the estate and that she was to receive 3 pieces of jewelry 
and she had two but they had searched every where and never found the ring.  This ring meant a lot 
to her as it was her brother who was married to the deceased and had given her that ring  Her broth-
er passed away in 2005.  It was the decease's second marriage and that was in 1980. 
About an hour ago the sister-in-law stopped by the house and picked up the ring. She said that she 
could not believe that she had the ring all along and then gave it away.  She was grateful beyond 
words and right now she thinks the Lions are the greatest organization in the world.   This one really 
made me feel good. 
  

Lion Chuck Schabel 
  
 

 

 

 

Christmas is full of shiny things 

That sparkle, gleam and glow; 

These holiday pleasures dazzle us, 

And yet, deep down, we know … 

That Christmas has its special gifts, 

But our year-round joy depends 

On the cherished people in our lives. 

Our family and our friends. 

 

PDG Ed Malesich 

Bulletin Editor 
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Kalispell Lions - Gladys Shay    

Kalispell Lions Club combined Christmas party with holiday giving. Traditional raffle was held with 
over $ 250 in proceeds given to help provide Christmas for a Salvation Army family. President Mike 
Collins was master of ceremonies for the informal program. Banquet was enjoyed at Jagz Restau-
rant. Rod Gillman, past president, AKA Weird Santa, entertained with his versions of mishaps en-
dured by Lions throughout the year. These ranged from a bite by a chihuahua to injury received in 
the Dragon Race on Flathead Lake. Plans are underway for another Race at Rosauer’s with ticket 
sales beginning in January. Second annual event takes place in March. 
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MEDIA RELEASE 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

Canadian Diabetes Association presents Outstanding National Partnership Award to 
Lions Club International Canada 

 
VANCOUVER, BRITISH COLUMBIA (October 22, 2012) – The Canadian Diabetes Associa-
tion has presented Lions Club International Canada with the 2012 Outstanding National Partnership 
Award. This prestigious national award recognizes partners in any sector that have worked with the 
Association on a national level to contribute to the organization’s mission, creating a significant out-
come. 
 
The mission of Lions Club International is to conquer and support blindness, the leading cause of 
which is diabetes. The Lions have made a formal commitment to conduct and support local and 
large-scale efforts leading to the control and treatment of diabetes and its complications. 
 
Lions Club International Canada was named recipient of the 2012 Outstanding National Partnership 
Award in recognition of their loyalty and tremendous contributions to the Canadian Diabetes Associ-
ation, particularly in the areas of fundraising and volunteerism. For many years, the Lions have been 
a service club upon which the Association can rely to raise funds, support diabetes camps and the 
children who attend them, and raise awareness of diabetes. In Saskatchewan alone, the Lions have 
raised over $1 million on behalf of the Association. 
 
“Lions Club International Canada is a very worthy recipient of this year's Outstanding National Part-
nership Award. It seems that in any part of the country, whenever the Canadian Diabetes Associa-
tion is in need of support, we can rely on the Lions,” said Fred DeFina, Director, Community Giving, 
Canadian Diabetes Association. “Loins clubs all across the country work tirelessly to raise funds and 
awareness for the Canadian Diabetes Association. Their support is significant and is an important 
part of the Association's ability to help make a difference in the lives of people with diabetes.” 
 
“The Canadian Diabetes Association is thrilled to formally acknowledge the outstanding work of our 
volunteers and supporters through our national awards program. Volunteers are critical to the suc-
cess of our mission delivery,” said Michael Cloutier, President & CEO of the Canadian Diabetes Asso-
ciation. “Lions Club International Canada has demonstrated a true dedication to making a difference 
in the lives of more than nine million Canadians who are living with diabetes or prediabetes.  On be-
half of the Association, I’d like to congratulate the Lions for their tremendous contributions and ex-
press our sincere appreciation for all those who were nominated.” 
 
Lions Club International Canada was recognized at the Association’s National Awards Presentation 
recently held in Vancouver. The event is held in conjunction with the Canadian Diabetes Associa-
tion’s Professional Conference and National Annual General Meeting. The 15th Annual Canadian Di-
abetes Association and Canadian Society of Endocrinology and Metabolism Professional Conference 
brings together more than 2,000 leading diabetes clinicians, researchers and educators from across 
Canada and around the world to share their knowledge, ideas and experiences on diabetes.  
 
The conference serves as an important opportunity to collaborate and share the latest ground-
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Lions Links 

District 37N Lions: http://e-district.org/sites/37n/index.php 
Multiple District 37 Lions: http://www.md37lions.org/ 
Lions Clubs International:  http://www.lionsclubs.org/ 
USA/Canada Forum: http://www.usacanadalionsforum.org/ 
Lions Quarterly Video Magazine: http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/lnn/lq-view.php?id=25 
Lions Clubs International Foundation : http://www.lcif.org/ 
International President’s Theme: http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/common/pdfs/
international_theme_highlights.pdf 
Leader Dog Newsletter, The Mane Event: leaderdog.org/lions/reports. 

LFC Guide Dogs Newsletter: http://www.dogguides.com/newsletters.html 
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