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International Convention 
 
The International Convention in Hamburg was a very interesting and enjoyable time.  The first day was solely 
for check in and getting your picture taken with Incoming President Barry Palmer of Australia.  Days two, 
three, and four were spent in DGE Training where I met district governors from several states as well as Eng-
land, Norway, Greece, Turkey, and India.  Many of the same issues such as membership growth face them as 
well as us.  There was a lot of discussion on many topics such as communication, conflict resolution, and the 
opportunities and challenges with Lions.  We created a dream board which unfortunately did not place at the 
DGE banquet. The training group to which DGs Darby and Joan were a part of did place third. 
The International Parade was on Saturday and the weather was perfect for a big event like this.  Over 15,000 
Lions participated in the parade and represented over a hundred countries and districts.  The variety in their 
native dress was simply astounding in their color and styling.  For more on the parade and other events at 
the convention go to the LCI website, enter international convention 2013, and select on line convention.  
We appear briefly in the parade highlights video #2. 
The next few days were spent at the plenary sessions where a variety of entertaining programs and speeches 
from the new members of the International Board and incoming 2nd vice president Jitsuhiro Yamada of Japan 
were heard and appreciated.  It was all capped at the 3rd Plenary Session when Lion Joan Webber removed 
my DGE ribbon and I officially became your District Governor. 
It was a very interesting, informative, and expensive (things cost a lot and the euro is worth more than our 

dollar) time in Hamburg.  But, I wouldn’t change a thing. 

With group leader PCC  

Tony Benhow of Australia 

                                   

       My groups Dream Board 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                    Relaxing after the parade.                                                          Our favorite open air restaurant 
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The DGE Hotel 
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