
 

 
District Governor Message 

 
 

Greetings to Lions, Lioness, and Leos! 

 

It is now April and spring is here!   This means it is now time to determine your club officers for next 

year if you have not already done so. The PU 101 form is due to LCI by May 15th.  It is important 

that all clubs submit it on time so that the incoming District Governor can put together the directory 

in a timely manner.  Club officer training will be in Seeley Lake on June 7th.  So please fill out the 

registration form attached to this newsletter and get it in as soon as possible.  The Seeley Lake Lions 

have scheduled some social activities to make the training fun as well as educational.  Every Lion is 

welcome to attend and there is no cost to the attendees. 

 

I have completed 47 of my 51 club visits with Butte, Deer Lodge, and Anaconda scheduled for April 

22nd and Vauxhall scheduled for May 28th.  As with my previous term as DG in Wyoming 20 years 

ago, I have found there are as many ways to serve a community as there are clubs.  Each does things 

a little differently, but the goal is the same: to serve our communities in the best way possilbe.  I 

would like to thank each club that I have visited for the warm hospitality shown to me and also their 

generosity to my charities of choice. 

 

All districts have had their conventions and have passed the redistricting proposal by the required 

two-thirds margins.  One more vote is needed at the Multiple District Convention in May.  It is ex-

pected that it will pass.  The council met March 1st and 2nd to create the proposal.  It is being re-

viewed by council members and advisors and a final version will be approved in Calgary to be sub-

mitted to LCI in July.  The Montana Past District Governor's Association has been meeting periodi-

cally to begin the transition to a single district and the District Governors in Canada have been in 

touch with each other on the process for their side of the border.  If you are interested in participating 

in the process please contact me or VDG Pauline Cooper as appropriate. 

 

Don't forget the Multiple District Convention in Calgary, May 1st and 2nd.  It's not too late to regis-

ter. 

 

 

 

DG Monte Weisser 

 

 

 

 

 
 

District 37N 
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Convention Calendar 

 

Multiple District 37 Convention  Calgary, AB  May 2 -3, 2014 

International Convention   Toronto, ON  July 4 -8, 2014 

District 37N Convention   Butte, MT  Nov. 7 - 8, 2014 

Multiple District 37 Convention  Bozeman, MT  April 17 - 18, 2015 

International Convention   Honolulu, HI  June 26 - 30, 2015 

International Convention   Fukoku, Japan  June 24 -28, 2016 

International Convention   Chicago, IL  June 30 - July 4, 2017 
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Kalispell Lions Club 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jeril Ren was honored as Montana Highway Patrolman of the year by Kalispell Lions Club members. He is pic-
tured with MHP Captain Steve Lavin of the Kalispell  District and Mike Chamberlain, Lions  Club president. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Columbia Falls Lions Club 
Pete Darling was named Citizen of the Year by Columbia Falls Lions Club. He has been a resident since mov-
ing to Columbia Falls with his parents in 1929. 
 Childhood memories including going to Woodlawn Cemetery with family members and spending the 
day cleaning graves at Woodlawn Cemetery. It remained a ganged mass of weeds through the years. Pete 
has volunteered thousands of hours at the cemetery through the years. It was taken into Flathead County 
and he served as secretary-treaslurer. Upgrading the area, including  a water system through the City of Co-
lumbia  Falls, only paved streets in Columbia Falls for a number of years, and landscaping were all part of 
Darling's  interest and diligence. Board members even located graves without tombstones and made con-
crete markers for each. 
 Woodlawn Cemetery now provides an attractive entrance  on the west side of Columbia Falls adja-
cent to Highway 40.  
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Medicine Hat Lions Club 
 

Dear Medicine Hat Lions Club, 

 

I (Jill Droogers) would like to touch base with you to extend a very big and heart-felt "Thank You" to you and 

your club for  

sponsoring our Autism Dog Guide dog ... Verdi! 

 

This past Friday, I returned home to High River, Alberta, with the service dog for our son Joel.  Joel was diag-

nosed April 2012 with Autism.  He is a runner and is non-verbal. Today he is a very smart 4 (almost 5) year 

old, but still has very few words.  As you can see by the pictures he loves technology and we hope it will help 

Joel better communicate better in the future.  But we still had the fear of Joel running away or bolting without 

us knowing.  Also with his limited speech, we see that it is hard for Joel to make friends and is also often 

alone. So we applied for a Dog Guide Service Dog.  We have been told that the bonding process will take 6 

months to a year but as you can see from the pictures, we already see some bonding happening. Joel is never 

alone any more, he has a shadow and a loyal friend.  Soon we hope Joel will take to being tethered to Verdi, 

but this will take time too. B y the fall of 2015 we hope to send Joel and Verdi to 1st grade togeter.  Hopefully 

they will learn to support each other and succeed in Joel's educational career. 

 

Again, we would like to say thank you for supporting a Dog Guide.  Without your support, getting Verdi 

would not have been possible and life would be different or limited for Joel.  But now he will have an uncondi-

tional friend and we (his parents, Paul & Jill) will have the confidence that Joel will be safe as long as Verdi is 

with him. 

 

We hope to come and visit Medicine Hat soon and would like to personally thank you for your sponsorship of 

Verdi. My husband, Paul,  is the pastor of the High River Christian Reformed Church.  We just moved to Al-

berta from Sarnia, Ontario, in August of 2011and we are still checking out what the province has to offer and 

the "Albertian way of life".  But please let us know if or when you would be open for visitors.  Weekends are a 

little tough for us (due to Paul having to preach on Sundays) but we really would love to come and visit.  And 

maybe we could wait until the snow is gone so the roads would be nicer to drive upon.  But please keep in 

touch with us. 

 

Again, we would like to offer our heart felt thanks for your support of Dog Guides Canada.  Without you and 

your support, getting a service dog would not be possible for us and especially for Joel. 

 

Thank you again, 

 

Paul, Jill, Kees, Steven, Joel and Verdi Droogers 
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Dear LCIF Coordinators, 
The following is a sample article for use in your local newsletter or website.  Please feel free to delete the text 
above the line and forward the message or reproduce as appropriate. 
Thank you for your leadership! 
LCIF Development Team 
  
LCIF's Response to a Major Catastrophe 
  
Over the past 10 years, Lions Clubs International Foundation (LCIF) has provided more than US$100 million 
for disaster-relief programs worldwide. When a major catastrophe happens, like the recent typhoon in the 
Philippines, Lions around the world are quick to support fellow Lions and their communities. 
  
When you give a donation to LCIF's Disaster Relief fund, your contribution may be used for many different 
types of needs. Not every disaster is the same but typically there are three different phases of a major catas-
trophe. 
   

         Immediate Needs 
  
Donations from Lions and friends around the world provide immediate basic needs such as water, food, cloth-
ing, and medicine to the affected area. Lions Clubs in the local area begin applying for Emergency Grant as-
sistance to fund immediate needs projects such as food distribution at a community center. Many times Lions 
will work alongside religious institutions and fire stations to deliver these basic needs. 
  

         Mid-Term Needs 
  
Once recovery planning begins, a local committee of Lions is established to begin the process of evaluating 
the mid-term needs and identifying appropriate relief projects to implement. Following SuperStorm Sandy that 
hit the East Coast of the United States in 2012, the Lions of New Jersey received funding from LCIF to make 
basic home repairs for low income individuals who did not have insurance and did not receive any Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) funds to make homes habitable again. Donations may go to fund a 
mid-term need project such as this when you give to support Disaster Relief. 
  

         Long-Term Needs/Rebuilding 

  
Once a clear plan for recovery has been put in place by the government, local communities, and other com-
munity organizations, Lions begin participating in the rebuilding process. Lions have been very instrumental 
in the rebuilding process in Haiti following the earthquake in 2010. LCIF provided US$1.4 million to construct 
new homes for 600 Haitian families who were initially housed in Lions tent cities following the earthquake. 
Donations may fund rebuilding projects like this significant project in Haiti. Other examples of long-term 
needs are rebuilding of schools and construction of hospitals and health centers. 
  
Financial support provided by Lions and friends around the world is disbursed to the affected area incremen-
tally. Funds go directly to the Lions Relief Committee to support their disaster related projects. Financial re-
porting is required with each grant and must be submitted to LCIF following a project.  
  
Support following disasters and major catastrophes around the world are funded through LCIF's Disaster Re-
lief area of giving. This month, consider making a donation to Disaster Relief to help support Lions and LCIF 
respond to disasters throughout the world. For more information about disaster relief efforts by Lions and 
LCIF, please visit www.lcif.org.   

 

http://www.lcif.org
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 STROKE HAS A NEW INDICATOR 

  

Stroke has a new indicator! They say if you e.mail this to ten people, you stand a chance of saving one life. Will you send this 

along? Blood Clots/Stroke - They Now Have a Fourth Indicator, the Tongue 

I will continue to forward this every time it comes around! 

 

STROKE: Remember the 1st Three Letters..... S. T. R.  

 

STROKE IDENTIFICATION: 

 

During a BBQ, a woman stumbled and took a little fall - she assured everyone that she was fine (they offered to call paramed-

ics) ...she said she had just tripped over a brick because of her new shoes. 

 

They got her cleaned up and got her a new plate of food. While she appeared a bit shaken up, Jane went about enjoying herself the 

rest of the evening. 

 

Jane's husband called later telling everyone that his wife had been taken to the hospital - (at 6:00 PM Jane passed away.) She had 

suffered a stroke at the BBQ. Had they known how to identify the signs of a stroke, perhaps Jane would be with us today. Some 

don't die. They end up in a helpless, hopeless condition instead. 

 

It only takes a minute to read this. 

 

A neurologist says that if he can get to a stroke victim within 3 hours he can totally reverse the effects of a stroke...totally. He said 

the trick was getting a stroke recognized, diagnosed, and then getting the patient medically cared for within 3 hours, which is tough.  

 

RECOGNIZING A STROKE 

 

Thank God for the sense to remember the '3' steps, STR. Read and 

 

Learn! 

 

Sometimes symptoms of a stroke are difficult to identify. Unfortunately, the lack of awareness spells disaster. The stroke victim may 

suffer severe brain damage when people nearby fail to recognize the symptoms of a stroke. 

 

Now doctors say a bystander can recognize a stroke by asking three simple questions: 

 

S *Ask the individual to SMILE. 

 

T *Ask the person to TALK and SPEAK A 

 

SIMPLE SENTENCE (Coherently) 

(i.e. Chicken Soup) 

 

R *Ask him or her to RAISE BOTH ARMS. 

 

If he or she has trouble with ANY ONE of these tasks, call emergency number immediately and describe the symptoms to the dis-

patcher. 

 

New Sign of a Stroke -------- Stick out Your Tongue 

 

NOTE: Another 'sign' of a stroke is this: Ask the person to 'stick' out his tongue. If the tongue is 

 

'crooked', if it goes to one side or the other that is also an indication of a stroke. 

 

A cardiologist says if everyone who gets this e-mail sends it to 10 people; you can bet that at least one life will be saved. 

I have done my part. Will you? 
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April 2014 
  
Making Measles History 
  
In November 2013, one of the strongest typhoons ever to make land devastated parts of the Philip-
pines. Tens of thousands became homeless overnight and thousands more lost their lives. Lions 
around the world responded with generosity, raising more than US$1 million in the first two weeks 
following the disaster. Yet there is another disaster that takes place each day that may not make 
headlines, but it takes the life of 335 children every day – more than 122,000 a year.  And it's com-
pletely preventable. This disaster is measles – and Lions have vowed to continue the fight against it. 
Measles is one of the most infectious diseases known to humankind, and people who aren't protect-
ed have a high risk of infection. When one person has measles, 90 percent of the people they come 
into close contact with will become infected, if they are not vaccinated or have not previously con-
tracted the disease.  
  
For US$1, a child can be vaccinated against measles making it one of the most cost-effective health 
interventions available. Vaccines have the power not only to save but also transform lives by pro-
tecting against disease – giving children a chance to grow up healthy, go to school, and improve 
their lives. In many parts of the world, parents do not have access to immunization services that 
could protect their children from measles. Factors such as poverty, poor health systems, and a lack 
of information can make it difficult for families to secure preventative vaccinations for their children. 
  
Through our partnership with GAVI Alliance, Lions have committed to raising US$30 million by our 
100

th
 anniversary in 2017 towards the fight to eliminate measles. The funds raised by Lions will be 

matched through the GAVI Matching Fund, which is financially supported by the United Kingdom's 
Department for International Development (DFID) and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, bringing 
the total to US$60 million. Through our joint efforts with GAVI and other partners, we will help im-
munize more than 114 million children and increase access to quality immunization services to ben-
efit children throughout the world. 
  
World Immunization Week is April 23-30, 2014. Throughout the month, Lions in measles priority 
countries will be out in their communities encouraging their neighbors to participate in vaccination 
events and serving as volunteers at vaccination centers. Lions are essential partners in immuniza-
tion campaigns throughout the world helping to make measles history and the results are remarka-
ble. Since 2010, Lions have helped to contribute to the vaccination of 200 million children against 
measles. 
  
In celebration of World Immunization Week and Lions social mobilization efforts around the world to 
eliminate measles, all donations for measles during the month of April will be matched dollar for dol-
lar by Lion Aruna Oswal and her family, up to a total gift of US$500,000. This means that during the 
month of April, your contribution will save four times the number of children from the potentially dev-
astating effects of measles. 
  
In honor of World Immunization Week and Lions commitment to making measles history, consider 
making a donation to LCIF to help eliminate measles. For additional information about LCIF and our 
commitment to the global elimination of measles, please visit www.lcif.org.  

 

http://www.lcif.org

