
  

  

 

  

Well, we did it! Thank you to the Lions in District 19-O 

  

I've often said that being a District Governor was "not on my bingo card." I had no 

burning aspirations, it was simply an opportunity that presented itself (thank you, PID 

Allan Hunt) and this time, I said yes. That's one of the amazing things about being a Lion, 

is you never know where it will lead. There are so many ways we are Lions, and while 

our journeys are different, they begin with the same desire to connect with like-minded 

people in our community, helping others, and making a difference, and having fun while 

we're at it. 

  

Remember when you were first asked to be a Lion? Did you imagine you'd be where 

you are now? Take a moment to reflect on your journey, and remember what it was like 

when you first started, and where you are now. You make a difference, and you are 

important to your community, your District and to our International Association. I want 

to say thank you for all that you do, and continue to do. Whether you are super-active, 

or come out once in a while, you are a member of the world's largest service 

organization, and on behalf of District 19-O, it's been an honour to get to know you, to 

meet with your clubs, and to share some insights and fun with you too. 
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I especially want to thank everyone who served on our District Cabinet this year. We 

had a lot of fun and worked well as a team. At our spring conference, I presented each 

of them with their own Muppet portrait, and here today is the Class Photo of all of 

them. 

  

 

  

  

And if I missed making you into a Muppet, send your picture to 

lionseptember92@gmail.com, and I'll create one of you! 

  

  

What's ahead for 2026-27 

  

There's two more days left in this Lions year, and the District is sitting right now at a Net 

of -2 members. That means we are already two less than what we started with on July 1, 

2025. If you've got new members to add, please do it before June 30th. If you are 
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thinking about dropping any members (the usual end of June exodus), make sure you're 

not dropping anyone just because you haven't seen them for a while. If they paid their 

dues this past year, then don't drop them.  

  

A Lions club is stronger because of every member—not just those who attend every 

meeting. Some members volunteer behind the scenes, support fundraisers, pay dues that 

help sustain the club, share ideas, or simply believe in the mission of serving others. Life 

circumstances, work, health, and family commitments can make regular attendance 

difficult, but that doesn't lessen the value they bring. Every member is part of the team, 

and every member helps our club make a difference in the community. Together, we 

achieve more than any one of us could alone. Think about that before you drop 

members for "non-attendance."  

  

Secretaries: Check the email you should have received from the MD19 Executive Director 

regarding your year end summary report. If you have any questions about it, or need 

help with it, please reach out. I've seen a few of them already, so thank you to the clubs 

who have already submitted them! 

  

Your club's dues statements are being prepared for the new Lions year. A reminder that 

LCI no longer sends out invoices by mail, and they don't email you the actual invoice 

either. Each club is sent an email once a month, advising that your club's latest statement 

is ready, and to click on the link to go to your club's Portal listing to view your 

statement.  

  

If you require additional support in walking you through the portal and how to access 

payments feel free to reach out to our Member Service 

Center: Email: lionssupport@lionsclubs.org, Phone: +1 630-468-6900 

  

  

  

  

Club Excellence; make this your goal 
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As we get ready to start a brand new Lions year, check this out, and see if your club 

could use some tweaking. Have you checked out the new rules for the 2026-27 Club 

Excellence Awards? Make sure you are familiar with it, as it's not something you apply 

for; it's generated out of your club information from the Portal. My sponsor, PDG 

Jonesie Jones always used to say "Getting an Excellence Award isn't for being fantastic, 

it's simply for being average." This means the criteria for any of these awards is basically 

the job description and if you're doing all these things, you have the makings of a 

healthy club.  

  

  



 



  

 

  

Please continue to support our MD19 CARE project if you haven't done so already. 

Make a donation, purchase a Gordon F. Smith Fellowship for a deserving club member; 

many ways to help, and it's so important. Click here to learn more about our current 

project. NOTE FOR CANADIAN CLUBS: When sending in your donations to CARE, use 

the Canadian mailing address for MD19. Send to PO Box 1621, Aldergrove, BC, V4W 

2V1 

  

  

Need some help with marketing? Have we got a resource for you! Click here to go 

straight to the Grow With Us page on our Multiple District 19 website. We are currently 

working with a Marketing Grant from LCI to help grow our clubs, and it's all available to 

you to use. 

  

 

  

Click here for the MD19 online training sessions, always up to date, lots to choose, with 

NEW topics, and all on ZOOM!  

 

  

It's been a blast being your District Governor, you all make me proud to be a Lion. 

Looking forward to what's next! I hope you will support your new Leadership Team in 

the same way you supported us this year.  

 

Congratulations to District Governor Elect Rock White, 1st Vice District Governor Elect 

Carolyn O'Dell, and 2nd Vice District Governor Elect Tom Latter. Have an amazing year, 

and have fun! 

 

Enjoy all this summery weather, and go out and make it great! 
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