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A Message from District Governor Jackie Kurley 

Happiest Holidays to all our Lions, families, 

and friends! 

As we enter this joyful season of giving, may our 

celebrations also reflect our proud motto: “We 

Serve.” This time of year naturally invites 

reflection, and I am continually inspired by the 

incredible work our Lions have done across our 

communities. Every act of kindness, every hour 

volunteered, every life touched—you make it happen. Please 

take time to rest, recharge, and enjoy the holiday season with 

those you hold dear. You’ve earned it. 

With the New Year approaching, many of us are beginning to 

think about fresh goals and renewed purpose. Let’s look forward 

to strengthening our clubs, expanding our service, and 

embracing International President A.P. Singh’s theme: “Lead to 

Serve and Serve to Lead.” It’s also a wonderful time to 

support our global mission by donating to Lions Clubs 

International Foundation—an opportunity that aligns 

beautifully with the spirit of giving and supports our pathway 

toward the Club Excellence Award. 

As the calendar year ends, please ensure your club rosters are 

up to date each month so we avoid any unexpected drops on 

December 31st. As of this writing, our district stands at +22 

members, a wonderful achievement—one we can continue to 

build on with your enthusiasm and dedication. 

(continued on next page) 

Have you scheduled the District Governor’s visit to your club?  

District Governor Jackie Kurley would like to attend one of your club meetings, share her vision for our 
district, and hear your concerns. Check her calendar in this newsletter, then give her a call at 219-689-
8424, or send an email message to kurmon@comcast.net. 

District Officers 
 

District Governor 
Lion Jackie Kurley 
20233 Fall Creek Dr. 
Goshen, IN 46528 
219-689-8424 
kurmon@comcast.net 
 
1st Vice District Governor 
Lion Steve Weld 
1438 Bower St. 
Elkhart, IN 46514 
574-742-1357 
Smweld.AF@gmail.com 
 
2nd Vice District Governor 
(vacant) 
 
 
 
 
 
Cabinet Secretary 
Lion Kim Polk 
5378 E 975 S 
LaFontaine IN 46940 
260-571-6125 
kkpolk61@gmail.com 
 
Cabinet Treasurer 
PDG Ron Guth 
2386 W. Broadway 
Bunker Hill, IN 46914 
765-460-7177 
guthron@comcast.net 
 
See the final page of the 
newsletter for contact 
information for other district 
staff members. 
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A Message from District Governor Jackie Kurley 

(continued from previous page) 

Looking ahead, our next Lions Week of Service will take place January 3–11, 2026, 

focusing on addressing food insecurity.  

Now is the perfect time to begin planning impactful projects. This week offers a fantastic 

opportunity to invite non-Lions to join in service and witness firsthand the heart of Lionism. 

And in the spirit of celebration, we’ll also mark Melvin Jones’ birthday with something 

special—so stay tuned! 

May your holidays be bright, your hearts be full, and your commitment to service continue to 

shine into the New Year. 

Warmest wishes and Lion pride to each of you! 

District Governor Jackie Kurley 

These are our District’s entries for the Peace Poster Contest. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please vote for your favorite by emailing “Poster 1” or “Poster 2” or “Poster 3” to DG Jackie at 

kurmon@comcast.net. 

All email votes must be received by 11:59 PM, December 5,2025. 

Peace Poster Contest 

Poster 1 Poster 2 Poster 3 
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A Message From 1st Vice District Governor Steven Weld 

Service reporting is an integral part of service for Lions Clubs, enabling 

us to tell our stories of service, grow partnerships, inform decisions, and 

celebrate service at all levels of the organzation. Here is a brief outline of 

the formal service reporting process through the Lions Portal, moving 

from identifying all the important data regarding an activity which serves 

our community (the activities which are the very heart of who we are as 

Lions) to final submission of the report.  

The reporting process begins with understanding the service activity 

itself, and building the story of what is happening. Lions International 

offers a pamphlet called “Service Activity Information for Reporting 

Service” (https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/v2/resource/

download/157566131) which provides definitions of entry elements and useful guidance for 

reporting. The essential facts needed to report an activity are: 

 Title – A descriptive name for the activity 

 Cause – select from among the Global Causes where this activity best fits 

 Start and end dates 

 Description – A summary of what happened, including community benefits and 

partnerships 

 People served – Sometimes the number of individuals who benefited from the activity is 

straightforward, and sometimes it can be difficult. A pamplet called “Measuring Service 

Impact” (https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/v2/resource/download/106045475) provides 

some recommendations on how to make estimates. 

 Total number of volunteers and Total volunteer hours – Count both Lions and non-Lions, 

as well as non-Lion family members of Lions. Include time spent planning and promoting 

the activity in total hours. If this is a joint activity with other Clubs, coordinate with your 

co-laborers in the other Club(s) how to enter numbers to avoid unnecessary overlap or 

gaps in service reporting. Also remember that total numbers of hours and volunteers can 

cover everyone who served – individual Lions do NOT need to enter their service. 

Two other elements worthy noting:  

 First, is this a signature activity, a recurring activity that represents your club/district 

identity or specialization?  

 Second, is this activity funded by an LCIF grant? These elements help place the 

importance of the activity in context. (Note that this activity information could also be 

used by your Club Membership or Marketing committees in their communications to your 

Lions members and to your local community.) 

After this information is gathered, you are now ready to enter your service activity. Logon to 

the Lions Portal (https://lionsinternational.my.site.com/) and select “My Activities” under 

“Service”. This most likely will bring up a listing of “My Club Activities (Last 3 Months)”. To 

enter a new activity, select the blue “Create Service Activity” button. You will then be 

prompted for which organization you are reporting, as some Lions may have multiple 

assigned organizations or roles.  

(continued on next page) 
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A Message From 1st Vice District Governor Steven Weld 

(continued from previous page) 

Next, enter the Title of the activity, and select “Service Project”. This creates the base record 

into which all the information about the activity can be entered. Select the “Edit” icon from 

the upper right or any of the pencil icons in the data fields.  

Now enter into the mandatory fields all the data you had collected earlier, plus one more: 

Project Type. This is selected from a drop down list of options which are unique to each Cause 

and are made available after the Cause is selected. Then select “Save” at the very bottom of 

the page and your activity will be assigned the status of Ready to Report.  

A service activity can be entered any time, even as a draft when scheduled and before any 

service has been done. Any Lion with Lions Portal access can create a service activity, but an 

authorized individual – the Club Secretary, President, or Service Administrator – is required 

to mark complete and submit to LCI. 

Would you like to know more? Check out the “Service Reporting” page on the Lions Clubs 

website’s Member Resource Center (https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/member-resource-center/

service/resources/service-journey/service-reporting). 

Have you enjoyed your Lions journey with your Club? Are you interested in discovering if 

there are possibilities to serve beyond the club level? If so, please reach out to me and we 

can discuss and explore if their other roles or service activities which may match your skills 

and interests, and which may offer new challenges and opportunites, 

Yours in service, 

Steven Weld, 1st Vice District Governor, District 25-G 

Here’s your chance to get information on newsletter design 

and editing. At the Indiana Lions Mid-Winter Conference, 

scheduled for January 17th, in Indianapolis, there will be a 

seminar on Newletter Design. The course will include 

information on writing, photography, and layout ideas to 

help you make your newsletters more informative and 

interesting.  

Seminar 10: Creating A Great Newsletter 

Presenter: PDG Marty Juel 

An Opportunity For Learning 
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Our Lions’ work is never done! 

As we approach December, Club Secretaries are reminded to 

review their club’s membership records in the Lions portal. 

 ✅ Update Member Information: Check if any member 

details need to be updated, especially email addresses. Accurate 

emails are essential for communication and billing. 

   Review Membership Status: Are there members who 

should be dropped from the roster? LCI will issue dues billing 

based on the number of members listed as of December 31, 

2025, so it’s important to ensure your roster is current. 

   Verify Officer Information: Take this opportunity to 

confirm that your club’s Treasurer is correctly listed in LCI and 

that their email address is up to date. This ensures that both LCI 

and CT PDG Ron Guth can send invoices to the appropriate 

person. 

   No Physical Invoices: Please note that LCI will not mail physical invoices. Club Treasurers will 

receive an email stating that “Your Lions Club electronic statement is now available online”. 

   Coordinate with Your Treasurer: The Club Treasurer is the only role that can pay the invoice 

online.  Club Secretaries can, however, view them. Work together to ensure invoices are received and 

paid promptly. 

  Share Lions News: 
Club Secretaries are the voice of the District, State and International to club members. Please share 

information from the District Newsletter, Hoosier Lion, and information from International with your 

club members. This helps everyone stay informed about what’s happening with Lions at the District, 

State and International level. 

 

PDG Tom & I wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year, 

Remember to Energize Your Soul Through Service, 

Lion Kim Polk, 

District 25-G Cabinet Secretary 

A Message From District Cabinet Secretary Lion Kim Polk 



6 

 

Dear Lions, 

As we gather in the spirit of the holiday season, I want to take a moment 

to reflect on the incredible impact our Lions District has made throughout 

the year. Together, we have embodied the true meaning of service—

bringing light, hope, and compassion to those who need it most. 

Whether it was supporting local families, organizing community events, 

or contributing to global initiatives, each of you has played a vital role in 

making our world a better place. 

The holidays remind us of the importance of kindness, generosity, and 

unity. These values are at the very heart of Lionism. When we serve, we 

not only uplift others but also strengthen the bonds within our own 

community. This season is a time to celebrate those connections, to honor the friendships we’ve built, 

and to look forward with renewed energy and purpose. 

As we step into the new year, let us carry forward the joy of giving and the pride of service. Let us 

continue to be the hands and hearts that reach out to those in need, the voices that advocate for 

compassion, and the leaders who inspire others to join in our mission. 

May this holiday season bring peace to your homes, warmth to your hearts, and joy to your families. 

Thank you for your dedication, your passion, and your unwavering commitment to the Lions’ motto: 

We Serve. 

Wishing you a Merry Christmas, Happy Holidays, and a New Year filled with health, happiness, and 

continued opportunities to make a difference. 

With gratitude and Lion pride, 

CT PDG Ron Guth 

A Message From District Cabinet Treasurer PDG Ron Guth 

The New Member Semi-annual Dues breakdown chart on the following page will also be sent 

as a separate attachment with this newsletter for ease of use and distribution.  

Celebrating 173 Years of Service 

This December, District 25-G proudly recognizes the Lions Clubs whose charters date back to this 

special month. Together, these clubs have delivered a combined 173 years of dedicated service to their 

communities. Each one has made a unique contribution—locally and beyond—supporting district, state, 

and international initiatives. They continue to embody District Governor Jackie Kurley’s inspiring 

theme: “Energize Your Soul Through Service.” 

Let’s applaud their lasting legacy and ongoing commitment to making the world a better place. 

  

CLUB NAME CHARTER DATE YEARS OF SERVICE 

Elkhart December 20, 1923 102 

Lake City December 27, 1954 71 
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Global Membership Team 

MISSION 1.5 * A Mission to Grow! 

Lions of District 25-G:  We do not grow together by acting alone. 

Let me first of all congratulate 27 Lions who have sponsored 50 new lions 

as of the end of November. 

 The Urbana Lions Club just added three more new members for a total of 

twelve new members for this year.  

 District 25-G is at a positive +21 increase in membership. 

 FANTASTIC WORK!! 

December is traditionally a month with a significant drop of members.  Club 

officers update their rosters in preparation for the semi-annual dues pay-

ment.  Now is the time to be proactive to keep Lions from leaving.   

1. A personal invitation to a club event can go a long way for a member who feels disconnected from 

the club. 

2. A personal call to encourage dues payment.  Don’t wait for the last minute. 

3. It is a lot easier to keep a current member than it is to get a new member to join. 

Just a reminder that the District 25-G goal is to have a net gain of 50 members.  This is doable with 

everyone’s efforts. 

WE SERVE 

*THANK YOU FOR BEING A LION! 

PDG Marlyn Fast, Global Membership Coordinator 

Welcome New Members 

Since the start of the 2025-2026 Lions year, 15 district clubs have welcomed 51 new Lions to the 

largest and greatest volunteer service organization in the world. We welcome these new Lions and 

thank their sponsors for offering them the opportunity to make a difference in their communities and 

the world. 

The following new Lions were not previously reported in the district newsletter. 

Bourbon Lions Club 
New Member: Lion Silva Carranza 
Sponsor: Lion Michael Zvalaren 

Lakeville Lions Club 
New Member: Lion Rebecca Casarez 
Sponsor: Lion Gustave “Jim” Tillman 

New Paris Lions Club 
New Member: Lion Donna Cripe 
Sponsor: Lion Keri Silcox 

New Member: Lion Alex Fry 
Sponsor: Lion Kenneth Smith 

New Member: Lion Maria Kelley 
Sponsor: Lion Kevin Silcox 

Urbana Lions Club 
New Member: Lion Jade Burruss 
Sponsor: Lion Tonna Yoder 

New Member: Lion John Burruss 
Sponsor: Lion Tonna Yoder 

New Member: Lion Jason Clemons 
Sponsor: Lion Jade Burruss 
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Global Leadership Team 

And In Conclusion … 

This is the third and final article on speechmaking. I trust every reader 

has found at least one tiny kernel of advice you can use. If nothing else, 

you visualize yourself giving a successful speech. If you think you are 

going to fail, you probably will. If you think you are doing well, you 

probably are. So think of yourself as successful before you begin. 

Just relax. We’re usually our own worst critics. If you forget a section of 

your notes, just keep going. Who’s going to know? Even skipping a whole 

page of your notes isn’t fatal, since you can most likely slip it in 

somewhere else before the end of the speech. It all depends on your 

audience and how essential that page was. It is true that many speakers, 

after having skipped a portion of their notes, often get overly cautious 

and start relying more on their notes to the detriment of the flow of the speech. Resist that temptation. 

It changes the whole tempo and style of your speech. 

Another temptation to avoid is speaking too fast. Maybe you noticed you are running out of time. 

Maybe you think that speaking fast is a sign of confidence. And maybe it is just a way of wishing your 

speech will get over sooner. You don’t have to speak in a drawl, just use a comfortable pace that you 

can maintain. You know what you are going to say, the audience doesn’t, so you want to keep their 

attention. It’s true that when you start speeding up your speech, the audience is slowing down. When 

their eyes get that glazed look, you have lost them. Let your audience mentally keep up with you. 

Be sure to stay connected to your audience. Look at them. My parents had a minister who consistently 

delivered his sermons seemingly looking out the sanctuary windows. He never looked at us. We used 

to joke about whether he would notice if we all left. It was such a curious habit that I often found 

myself, even as an adult, looking out the same window to see what he was looking at. I missed parts 

of lots of sermons. We came to the fictitious conclusion that he was timing his sermons by how many 

cars passed the church. 

Make any gestures fit the speech and mood. Don’t go flinging your arms around like windmills. You’ll 

get the audience’s attention, but it’s only because they are curious what you are going to knock over. 

But don’t just stand there either like a phone pole. And try not to stare at your notes, your shoes, the 

floor, or the wall behind the last table. Keep the audience with you. 

Small errors are OK. Some need to be corrected, some don’t. If they are nasty errors, members of the 

audience may blurt out corrections. In that case, thank the audience member and move on. Maybe you 

can think of a snappy comeback line to relieve any tension in the room. 

“And in conclusion”, three little words a good speaker should never use, along with such phrases as 

“let’s wrap it up here”, or “that’s about it tonight, folks”. Statements like these are speech killers. 

Listeners presume you have nothing else worthwhile to say, so their pens and papers disappear into 

briefcases or bags, and people start hunting for coats or emptying drinks.  

When you do get to the end of your speech, don’t pre-announce it unless you are really ready to stop. 

Make sure you have given your suggestions, recommendation, or solution to the problem at hand. 

Sometimes a final review is useful, but you may have already lost your audience. A humorous “thought 

for the day” is always appropriate and a cheerful ending. Conclude with a “thank you” and a statement 

that you would love to come back some other time. But don’t drag that last part out either.  

Remember, you are the messenger, not the message. Deliver the message and sit down. Stay within 

the time allotted. Don’t be the speaker who drones on and on.  

But in conclusion, practice, practice, practice. You are going to be great.  

PCC Dave Eisen, Global Leadership Team Coordinator 
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Global Service Team 

Find Service Ideas That Really Matter! 
For Lions, service is central—our motto is "We Serve."  Service projects are 
our way of making a positive impact on the community. Unlike fundraisers, 

these projects are about direct action and volunteerism, not raising money 

for the club. 
So how do we find service ideas that truly matter—to both our members and 

our community? 
Listen Before You Launch 

The most important step in choosing the right project is listening. Instead of asking, “What have we 
always done?” ask, “What is needed here and now?” 

Try some simple ways to listen: 

 Ask school leaders, pastors, local nonprofits, and town o icials: 

 “What are you worried about?” 

 “Where are people falling through the cracks?” 

 Talk with your members: 

 “What are you passionate about?” 

 “What skills, hobbies, or connections do we have in this club?” 

When service connects real community needs with member passions, it has staying power. Members 

show up. Guests feel the energy. The community notices. 
A Simple Process Any Club Can Follow 

Here’s an easy 5-step process you can use in your next planning meeting: 
1. Reflect and Review – Take five minutes to reflect on your club’s recent activities. What/who did 

they impact and benefit?  Were members proud that they did the activity or did it feel like it was 

just “going through the motions”? 
2. Name 3 Community Concerns – As a group, list three real issues in your town (food insecurity, 

diabetes, youth mental health, seniors living alone, etc.). 
3. Match Concerns with Club Strengths – For each item, ask: “What do we have—skills, 

connections, time, space, funds—that could help?” 
4. Pick One Idea and Use a Planner – Choose the idea that has the best mix of need, member 

enthusiasm, and visibility. Use a Service Project Planner or the Service Toolkit to shape it into a 

concrete project with a date, location, partners, and communication plan.(Service Planner) 
5. Act, Celebrate, and Report – Do the project, take photos, share the story in your community, 

thank everyone involved, and report the service so it becomes part of our global impact.(Service 
Reporting) 

(continued on next page) 

https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/start-our-approach/service-journey/service-project-planners
https://lionsinternational.my.site.com/s/manage-my-activities
https://lionsinternational.my.site.com/s/manage-my-activities
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Global Service Team 

(continued from previous page) 

Why Impact Matters 
When our service makes a di erence: 

Community members say, “the Lions truly benefit our community.”  
Members take pride and are more eager to invite friends and family to join. 

Leaders and partners view Lions as vital to the community, not just another group seeking 

donations—and would notice their absence. 
Meaningful service drives membership growth. People want to belong to a group that achieves 

things that matter. 
Call to Action 

At your next club meeting, set aside 20–30 minutes to: 
1. Talk about your community’s most pressing needs. 

2. Choose one new or refreshed project that truly matters. 

3. Commit to a timeline to launch the project. 
When we choose projects that have real impact and importance—both to our members and to our 

community—we don’t just fill the calendar or raise funds. We change lives, including our own. 
 

January 3-11, 2026 is another “weeks of service” for Lions Club.  The ideas here can be 

used both in December and January (or combine them for maximum impact.  Every 
service project that you perform makes a difference.  It impacts your club and your 

community.    
PDG Tom Polk 

PDGTomPolk@gmail.com 

260-571-5123 
1. Stock the Shelves – Holiday Food Drive 

Goal: Collect high-need items for a local pantry/feeding program and deliver right before or during 
Hunger Week.  Food Pantries often need food in January after the holidays. 

Best timing: 

 Promote & collect in December 

 Sort/deliver any time, or tie delivery to Jan 3–11 

Basic steps 

1. Partner: Call a local food pantry/meal program and ask for their “most-needed items” list. 
2. Set up collection spots: Place clearly labeled boxes at churches, schools, library, and 

businesses. 
(continued on next page) 

mailto:PDGTomPolk@gmail.com
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Global Service Team 

(continued from previous page) 

3. Promote: 

 Social media posts and flyers 

 Bulletin blurbs for churches/schools 

 Add “Sponsored by the ______ Lions Club – Ask us how to join!” 

4. Collect & sort: Pick up items weekly, sort by type, check dates. 
5. Deliver & thank: Deliver to the pantry, take a photo (with permission), and share results publicly. 

 

Scale it 

 1–3 Lions: One or two collection sites (church + library). Short, simple campaign. 

 4–9 Lions: 4–6 collection sites, add a “Stu  the Cart” day at a grocery store. 

 10+ Lions: Community-wide drive with friendly competition between schools/churches (traveling 

trophy, etc.). 
 

Membership hook 

 Attach a simple “Join the Pride / We Serve” card to collection boxes and social media posts. 

 Invite key partners (pastors, principals, business owners) to visit a meeting during January Hunger 

Week. 

 

2. Weekend Snack Packs for Kids 
Goal: Pack weekend or holiday food bags for children who rely on school meals, working with a 

school or youth agency. (This aligns directly with LCI’s focus on school-based feeding and food 
access for children.) 

Best timing: 

 December packing night at a club meeting or church hall 

 Packs can be distributed before winter break OR during Jan 3–11 

Basic steps 

1. Connect with a school/agency: Ask the counselor or director how many kids quietly struggle with 
food over weekends/holidays and what items are best (single-serve, easy-open, low-prep). 

2. Secure food: 

 Purchase shelf-stable items (fruit cups, oatmeal, granola bars, mac & cheese, peanut 

butter, etc.). 

 Or combine with Project #1 (designate part of your drive for “kid-friendly” foods). 

(continued on next page) 
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Global Service Team 

(continued from previous page) 

3. Pack bags: Hold a “packing party” at a club meeting; include a simple encouragement note in 
each bag. 

4. Distribute: Give bags to the school/agency to distribute privately. 
5. Share the story carefully: Protect student dignity—share overall numbers and impact, not 

individual stories. 

 
Scale it 

 1–3 Lions: 15–25 snack packs for one classroom or program. 

 4–9 Lions: 50–100 snack packs for an entire grade level or small school. 

 10+ Lions: 150+ snack packs, possibly partnering with another club, Leo club, or church. 

 

Membership hook 

 Invite sta /teachers to help pack and give a 2-minute “Who are the Lions?” overview. 

 Include a small “Thank you to our community partners” card with club contact info in each bag. 

 

3. Soup & Staples for Seniors (or Homebound Neighbors) 
Goal: Provide simple, shelf-stable “soup & staples” bags for seniors, disabled, or homebound 

neighbors, plus a friendly check-in visit or phone call.  
Best timing: 

 December: identify recipients and assemble bags 

 Early January: deliver during Hunger Week as a visible project 

 

Basic steps 

1. Identify partners: Work with a senior center, Meals on Wheels, church, township trustee, or 
housing authority to identify people who could use help. 

2. Plan the bags: Include items like canned soup, crackers, peanut butter, instant oatmeal, fruit 
cups, plus a Lions info card and winter safety tips. 

3. Assemble kits: Pack bags or boxes at a meeting or in someone’s garage/community building. 

4. Deliver & connect: 

 Drop o  at the partner agency or 

 Arrange short doorstep visits/phone calls to reduce isolation (follow any safety guidelines). 

4. Record impact: Count households served and bags delivered for your service report. 
 

(continued on next page) 
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Global Service Team 

(continued from previous page) 

Scale it 

 1–3 Lions: 10–15 bags delivered to a small list from one partner (church, apartment building). 

 4–9 Lions: 30–50 bags, multiple delivery teams; add simple wellness checks (“Do you have 

enough food for the week?”). 

 10+ Lions: 75+ bags across several neighborhoods; consider recurring deliveries during the winter 

if resources allow. 

 

Membership hook 

 Include a “We Serve – Join Us” flyer in every bag. 

 Ask partner agencies to share your club’s Facebook page and meeting info in their newsletters or 

bulletin boards. 
 

Reporting reminder: 

 Report as Hunger in the Lions portal, note number of people served, meals/bags/boxes, and 
partners. 

 Tag it as part of Hunger Week of Service – January 3–11, 2026 in the notes so it’s easy to track. 

 

“The best way to find yourself is to lose yourself in the service of others.” 
Mahatma Gandhi 
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LCIF Coordinators Update 

Where There's a Need, There's a Lion—And Your Gift Makes the Difference 

Dear District 25-G Lions, 

Every day, Lions around the world answer the call to serve. We feed the 

hungry, restore sight, fight diabetes, support children battling cancer, and 

rebuild communities after disaster. But here's the truth: our service reaches 

its full potential when we give. 

Over US$1.3 billion in grants. That's what LCIF has invested in transforming 

lives across 200 countries and regions. Behind every grant is a Lion like you—

someone who believed that kindness matters, that compassion can change the 

world, and that together, we're unstoppable. 

This Giving Tuesday, December 2nd—Step Up and Give 

The year is ending, and so is your opportunity for tax-deductible giving. But more importantly, this is 

your moment to amplify the impact of every service hour your clubs have invested. When you donate 

to LCIF, you're not just giving money—you're multiplying your service. 

Your gift becomes: 

• Cataract surgeries that restore sight 

• Disaster relief that rebuilds hope 

• Youth programs that transform young lives 

• Community grants that empower local service 

Three Ways to Give This Season 

1. One-Time Gift (Perfect for Tax Deductions) Make a year-end donation and receive recognition as 

an LCIF Supporter. Every dollar counts. 

2. Recurring Giving Set up monthly donations and become a consistent force for change. Your steady 

support sustains our mission year-round. 

3. Legacy Giving Leave a lasting impact through planned gifts—bequests, charitable trusts, or 

endowed funds. Your legacy will serve generations to come. 

The Power of Your Generosity 

When you give to LCIF, you're joining millions of Lions who believe in a world where: 

• No child loses their sight to preventable disease 

• No family goes hungry 

• No community faces disaster alone 

• Every young person has the tools to lead 

This Giving Tuesday, December 2nd, show the world what Lions are made of. Donate to LCIF 

and transform compassion into action. 

Donate Now 

Together, we serve a world in need. One act of kindness at a time. 

District 25-G Lions: Lead to Serve. Serve to Lead. 

Happy Holidays from your District Coordinators, 

Lion Sopheap Long and District Governor Jackie Kurley 

https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/donate
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News From Around the District 

Akron Lions Pack Christmas Cookie Kits for Local Food Pantry 

At our November 11th meeting held at the Akron Community Center, we 

packed 50 Christmas cookie kits for the local United We Stand Ministries Food 

Pantry for families to take during the holidays. Each kit included a pack of 

cookie mix, frosting, cookie cutters, Happy Holidays card with a mini plastic lion 

on it for them to take, and of course a card on how to join our Lions Club.  

Pictured here, Left Side: Lion Faith Kamp, Lion Steve Bell, and Lion Jack 

Shriver; Right Side: Lion Christina Morehouse. 

(Submitted by Lion Faith Kamp, Akron Lions Club; Photo by Lion Beth Guth, 

Peru Lions Club) 

Akron Lions Welcome New Members 

At our November 11th meeting held at the Akron Community Center, Lion President Steve Nelson led 

the induction ceremony for 4 of 6 newly recruited Lions since September.  

Pictured here, Left to Right: Lion Harold 

Shewman (Sponsor of Lion Janice), Lion 

Janice Shewman, Lion Bob Gagnon, 

Lion William Herrell, Lion Chris Herrell 

(Sponsor of Lion William), Lion Orville 

Reese, and Lion Faith Kamp (Sponsor of 

Lion Bob and Lion Orville). 

 

 

(Submitted by Lion Faith Kamp, Akron Lions Club) 

Dunlap Lions Ring Bells for Salvation Army 

Several members of the Dunlap Lions Club stepped up to ring the bells for the Salvation Army at the 

Concord Martin’s supermarket on Tuesday, November 18th.  

Below left: Lion Mike Dines, Lion Duane Klein, and Lion John McClure 

Below center: Lion Joe Foy, Lion Mike Dines, and Lion Jerry Smith 

Below right: DG Jackie Kurley, Lion John McClure, and Lion Jay Michael 

(Submitted by DG Jackie Kurley, Dunlap Lions Club) 
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News From Around the District 

Fulton Liberty Lions Collect Clothing for Caston High School Comet Closet 

At our meeting on Tuesday, November 25th, the Fulton 

Liberty Lions collected clothing, shoes, and personal care 

items for the Caston High School Comet Closet. Students 

can get clothing or personal care items from the Comet 

Closet at no charge.  

Pictured here (l. to r.): Lions Dave Fincher, Linda 

Fincher, Tai Walsj, Janet Tuley, Linda Wade, and Phil 

Frue. 

Other members present but unavailable for the picture: 

Lions Wendell and Beth Burton, and Kindra Craig. 

(Submitted by Lion Linda Wade, Fulton-Liberty Lions Club) 

Greene Township Lions Present Check to Camp Milhouse, Recognize Lion of the Year 

The Greene Township Lions October dinner meeting had a few events worth 

noting.  

(Left) Treasurer Lion Ron Whitesel presented a check for $5,700 from this 

summer’s Strawberry Fest at North Liberty to Camp Milhouse Director (and 

Lion) Melissa Swank, BSN, RN. We take our train to camp every Tuesday when 

camp is in session. 

(Right) Treasurer Lion Ron Whitesel presented Lion Joan Eddy 

“The Lion of the Year” award for all the extra work she 

provided planning, securing, and helping install equipment for 

our new concession trailer. Lion Joan thanked all the Lions 

that helped make it an enormous success. 

Applications submitted by prospective members Steve Johnson and Kayla Sawdon 

were accepted and both were unanimously approved for induction. 

(Submitted by Lion Stephen Eddy, Greene Township Lions Club) 

Greene Township Lions Welcome New Member 

At our November 13th meeting Lion 

Laura Sawdon sponsored her 

daughter Kayla and she was 

inducted by Zone Chair Lion Wendy 

Yuhasz. A group picture of the 

family includes Lion Larry Sawdon 

Charter Member, son Past President 

Lion Mike and Secretary Lion Laura, 

their son President Lion Brandon 

and his sister new member Lion 

Kyla Sawdon. 

(Submitted by Lion Stephen Eddy, Greene Township Lions Club) 
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News From Around the District 

Greene Township Lions Welcome Another New Member 

At the Greene Township Lions Club meeting on November 25th, Lion 

Ron Whitesel inducted new member Steve Johnson, sponsored by Lion 

Stephen Eddy.  

(Submitted by Lion Stephen Eddy, Greene Township Lions Club) 

Lakeville Lions Welcome New Member 

At the Lakeville Lions Club dinner meeting on November 25th, PDG Paul 

Russell inducted new member Lion Rebecda Casarez, sponsored by Lion 

Jim Tillman.  

Pictured here (l. to r.) Lion Jim Tillman, Lion Rebecca Casarez, PDG Paul 

Russell, President Lion Tony Cordes.  

(Photo by Lion Laura Hawkes, Lakeville Lions Club) 

Lydick Lions Recognize Veterans 

On Veterans Day our club, along with Dunes Hospice, took part in a heartfelt pinning ceremony at 

Wellbrooke of South Bend. 

We were truly honored to participate and help recognize the veterans who have served our country. 

Several veterans were pinned during the ceremony, including our own Lion Howard Morse. 

The program opened with a prayer from the chaplain. The Lions then led the Pledge of Allegiance, 

followed by Lion Mike Lane reciting In Flanders Fields and Lion Elaine Gaulin sharing Gratitude for Our 

Veterans. Each branch of the U.S. military was honored as its official song was played. After the 

ceremony everyone enjoyed cake,  apple cider and fellowship. 

It was a deeply moving experience, and we were proud to assist and take part in honoring these 

heroes. 

Below left: Lion Wendy Yuhasz, Ashley from Dunes Hospice, Lion Paul Yuhasz, Lion Cindy Finney, Lion 

Howard Morse, Lion Mike Lane, Lion Elaine Gaulin, and Lion Marcia LaBelle. 

Right: Lion Howard Morse 

getting pinned. 

 

 

(Submitted by Lion Lori Ferro, 

Lydick Lions Club) 
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News From Around the District 

Madison Township Lions Club Highlights Month of Service and Community Impact 

The Madison Township Lions Club continues to make a lasting impact in the local community through a 

variety of service projects and charitable contributions this fall. 

At the club’s October meetings, members celebrated the success of their annual Pork Chop Sale, which 

raised funds to support local causes. In a spirit of partnership, the Wakarusa Lions Club assisted with 

the event and received unsold pork chops as a donation to help their fundraising efforts. 

In addition to fundraising, the Madison Township Lions donated 180 dictionaries to third-grade students 

at Madison Township Elementary, Elm Road Elementary, and Meadows Edge Elementary. Each 

dictionary included a note from the Lions explaining the organization’s dedication to literacy and 

community service. 

The club also approved $3,000 in donations to six area non-profits, including: 

 The Food Bank of Northern Indiana 

 The Center for the Homeless 

 Hope Ministries 

 Reins for Life 

 Ronald McDonald House Charities of Michiana 

 Grace Food Pantry in Bremen 

Our members are deeply committed to serving our neighbors in meaningful ways. From promoting 

literacy and supporting local families to strengthening community partnerships, the Madison Township 

Lions are living out our motto — We Serve.” 

Members also participated in a District eyeglasses washing session and joined the Madison Elementary 

Trunk-or-Treat event, spreading Halloween cheer and promoting Lions community service. 

(Submitted by Lion Al Beehler, Madison Township Lions Club) 

Madison Township Lions Club Announces Major Community Support Initiatives 

The Madison Township Lions Club has announced a series of significant donations aimed at supporting 

local families, children, and community programs. During the club’s November meeting, members 

approved contributions to Camp Millhouse, Cultivate Food Rescue, and a local child with Type 1 

diabetes in need of a service dog. 

The club approved a donation to support a camper at Camp Millhouse, a nonprofit camp serving 

individuals with special needs from across the Midwest. Executive Director Diana Breden shared how 

the camp provides accessible summer programming for participants ages 7 to 75, relying heavily on 

community support and scholarships to ensure all campers can attend. 

In support of Cultivate Food Rescue’s “No Empty Table” Thanksgiving initiative, the Lions donated 

funds to help provide complete Thanksgiving dinners to ten local families. 

The club also approved a donation to assist a family in acquiring a diabetic alert service dog for their 

five-year-old daughter. The dog is needed in order for the girl to attend school. 

(Submitted by Lion Al Beehler, Madison Township Lions Club) 
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News From Around the District 

Lakeville Lions Provide Ice Cream Party for LaVille Elementary Food Drive Winners 

The Lakeville Lions hosted an ice cream party for students at LaVille Elementary School. The students 

held a food drive that collected 3,137 cans for the Lions Club Christmas Food Basket project. The 

kindergarten classroom collected the most cans and won the ice cream party. The second place 

classroom and the Student Council were invited as well. Five Lions served a total of sixty three kids 

and adult staff members. Lion Laura Hawkes did a stellar job in working with the school on this project.  

Lakeville Lions Club members who worked at the ice cream party were Lion Laura Hawkes, Lion Martha 

Hueberger, Lion Mike Johnson, PDG Paul Russell, and Lion Rose Russell. 

(Submitted by Lion Anne Weber, Lakeville Lions Club; Photos by Lion Laura Hawkes, Lakeville Lions 

Club) 

Lakeville Lions Join With LaVille National Honor Society to Honor Veterans 

In honor of Veterans Day, the National Honor Society at LaVille Jr.-Sr. High School invited community 

members to honor individual veterans by purchasing flags for a display in front of the high school. 

Photos of the veterans were displayed on a wall at the high school. The Lakeville Lions Club purchased 

15 flags to honor current members and recently-deceased members who served in the U.S. Armed 

Forces.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Photo by Lion Larry Ort, Lakeville Lions Club) 

Your club news could be here. Send articles and photos to PDG Paul Russell 

<pdgpaul25g@gmail.com> by the 25th of the month. 
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News From Around the District 

Roann Lions Sell Concessions at RC Race Track 

The Roann Covered Bridge Lions Club is back into the racing mode as they 

sold concessions at the first race of the season on November 1st at the 

Brickhouse Raceway in Roann.  These are remote control racing cars, and 

this is a serious hobby for those who enjoy the sport. They are just like 

the big boy cars. They change to different tires and other details to be 

able to race in more than one class per day.  There was a great turnout 

for the first race with at least 55 racers from three different states. A total 

of 103 races were run that day.  The racers appreciate the Lions Club 

concessions being in the pit crew room so they are not far from  food or 

the racetrack.  The next RC race will be held on November 28th.  Shawn 

Bucher, a Lions Club member, owns and operates the races. Shawn has 

put a lot of work in the racing track area this summer to make the track 

better for the races. 

(Submitted by Lion Donna Harman, Roann Covered Bridge Lions Club) 

Rochester Lions Club Member Honored With Fulton County Community Service Award 

Lion Joe McCarter is the 2025 Fulton County Community 

Service Award Winner.  Pictured with his beautiful wife Mandi 

at the start of the Nickle Plate Music & Arts Festival 

Parade.  Joe truly epitomizes our Lion's Motto "We Serve." 

(Submitted by Lion Jeri Good, Rochester Lions Club) 

Lakeville Lions Prepare Gift Bags for Nursing Home Residents 

On November 29th, 10 members of the Lakeville Lions Club braved the snowy weather to fill gift bags 

for residents at Briarcliff nursing home.  Members filled 101 gift bags to help spread holiday warmth to 

residents who often feel forgotten.  Bags contained toiletries, lotion, snacks, candy, puzzle books, and 

a holiday gift.  They will be distributed at the facility's holiday party on December 19th.  The Activity 

Director at the nursing home is a former member of the Lakeville Lions Club. 

(Submitted by Lion Anne Weber, Lakeville Lions Club) 
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State Projects & Foundation Trustees 

Contact one of our district trustees to schedule a program for your club. 

Lions Cancer Control Fund of Indiana, Inc. 

IPDG Warren Allender (Baugo)  warrenallender@comcast.net 574-361-7942 

Lion Beth Guth (Peru)  guthbeth@comcast.net  765-210-3318 

PDG Paul Russell (Lakeville)  pdgpaul25g@gmail.com  574-250-2621 

Vision First Indiana Lions Eye Bank, Inc. 

 Lion Duane Griner (Lake City) ldgriner@comcast.net  574-265-3015 

 PDG Ron Guth (Peru)   guthron@comcast.net  765-460-7177 

 PDG Tom Polk (LaFontaine)  pdgtompolk@gmail.com  260-571-5123 

Indiana Lions Speech and Hearing, Inc. 

 PDG Mary Klempay (Lakeville) maryrsb@comcast.net  574-286-4499 

 1VDG Steve Weld (Dunlap)  smweld.af@gmail.com  574-742-1357 

 Lion Jerry Wright (North Webster) (no email address)   574-457-6811 

Indiana Lions for the Indiana School for the Blind and Visually Impaired, Inc. 

 Lion Brian Bussard (Baugo)  buzzf117@comcast.net  574-226-4079 

 PCC David Eisen (Mishawaka) d.eisen01@yahoo.com  574-250-1469 

 PDG Mary Klempay (Lakeville) maryrsb@comcast.net  574-286-4499 

Indiana Lions for Leader Dog, Inc. 

 IPDG Warren Allender (Baugo) warrenallender@comcast.net 574-361-7942 

 Lion David Frushour (Peru)  d.frushour@comcast.net  765-473-3626 

 PDG Brian Thomas (Elkhart)  brian10k@aol.com   574-596-7411 

Indiana Lions Foundation 

 Lion Alan Beehler (Madison Twp) mtlcsecabee@aol.com  574-707-2937 

 PDG Marlyn Fast (Dunlap)  mafast1107@gmail.com  574-538-1090 

 Lion Rose Russell (Lakeville)  RoseWRussell@gmail.com  574-250-0125 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 Council 

Christmas 

Party 

7 Speech & 

Hearing 

Lunch 

8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 Christmas 

Eve 

25 Christmas 26 27 

28 29 30 31 New 

Year’s Eve 

   

District Governor’s Calendar December 2025 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 New Year’s 

Day 

2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 8 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 Mid-

Winter  

Conference 

17 Mid-

Winter  

Conference 

18 Council 

Meeting 

19 MLK Jr. 

Day 

20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 District 

Meeting,  

Lakeville 

District Governor’s Calendar January 2026 
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District Global Action Team 

Global Leadership Team (GLT) 

PCC David Eisen 

1112 E. Third Street 

Mishawaka, IN 46544 

H: 574-255-5613 

C: 574-250-1469 

d.eisen01@yahoo.com 

Global Membership Team (GMT) 

PDG Marlyn Fast 

24261 CR 126 

Goshen, IN 46526 

H: 574-875-5963 

C: 574-538-1090 

mafast1107@gmail.com 

Global Service Team (GST) 

PDG Tom Polk 

5378 E 975 S 

LaFontaine, IN 46940 

260-571-5123 

pdgtompolk@gmail.com 

LCIF Coordinators 

Lion Sopheap Long 

13793 US 20 

Middlebury, IN 46540 

574-215-9474 

sopheap.long@gmail.com 

DG Jackie Kurley 

20233 Fall Creek Dr. 

Goshen, IN 46528 

219-689-8424 

kurmon@comcast.net 

District Administrator 

(for assistance with the Lion Portal) 

Lion Jill Neidlinger 

19420 W 19th Road 

Culver, IN 46511 

574-216-0526 

tutoring@culcom.net 

District Newletter Editor 

PDG Paul Russell 

P.O. Box 31 

Lakeville, IN 46536-0031 

574-250-2621 (call or text) 

pdgpaul25g@gmail.com 

Mark Your Calendar 

Fri-Sat, Jan 16-17, 2026, Mid-Winter Conference 

Crowne Plaza Indianapolis Airport, Indianapolis 

Jan 3-11, 2026, Week of Service: Hunger 

(Click here for more information) 

Sat, Jan 31, 2026, District Meeting #3 

Lakeville Community Center, Lakeville, IN 

Sat, Mar 7, 2026 District 25-G Convention 

TBD 

Apr 18-26, 2026, Week of Service: Environment 

(Click here for more information) 

Fri-Sun, May 1-3, 2026, State Convention 

Embassy Suites, Plainfield, IN 

Sat, Jun 6, 2026, District Meeting #4 

Fairview Grange, Goshen, IN 

https://cdn2.webdamdb.com/md_Q9Em2JLnR6816GG2.jpg.pdf?v=1
https://cdn2.webdamdb.com/md_A0K0C5wANQN11iNz.jpg.pdf?v=1

