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We kicked off the month on August 1st with Lion Ben performing the installation of new 

officers for the Global Lions Club at Labagh Woods. During the gathering, Lion Ben 

emphasized to the Club President and Secretary the importance of ensuring all club 

members register for the Lions Portal and complete a few key training modules. 

Later that afternoon around 4:00 PM, Lion Ben and Yoly attended the River Grove Lions 

Steak and Lobster Fundraiser. The event was beautifully organized and featured live 

music. Joining us were Lion Cindy Meyer and her husband, as well as PID Dan and 

Maryanne O’Reilly accompanied by their grandchild ren. 

Our Annual Golf Outing on August 5th was a resounding success! We were blessed with 

perfect weather, and our Event Chairman, Lion Alan Stevens, was a true superhero. A 

heartfelt thank you to Lion Alan, all of our hard-working volunteers, sponsors, and the 

participating Lions from across the district who helped make this event unforgettable. 

We held our first Cabinet Meeting on August 15th, at The Great Escape Cuisine, Schiller 

Park, where PDG Jerry Novak officially inducted our new Cabinet members. 

On August 16th, we attended the District 1-J Corn Festival in Island Lake. It was a well-

attended event, and the complimentary sweet corn was exceptional. 

The Chicago Filipino-American Lions Club hosted a hunger service project at Feed My 

Starving Children in Schaumburg on August 22, 2026.  We had an outstanding turnout of 

68 volunteers, including PID Dan O’Reilly and GMT Carole. Beyond packing meals, we 

connected with leaders from various community organizations and initiated plans to 

establish a new Cub and Leo Club in the future. 

Finaly, as everyone know on August 11th, a destructive tornado-derecho swept across 

northeastern Illinois and northwest Indiana, leaving severe widespread storm damage in its 

path. High-velocity winds and multiple tornadoes heavily impacted the communities of 

Calumet City, Lansing, Thornton, Homewood, Glenwood, and Chicago Heights. Affected 

residents faced extensive structural damage, widespread power outages, and flooded 

basements requiring immediate emergency assistance. 
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On August 26th, District 1A leadership and dedicated Lions mobilized at the Ford 

Lansing Hangar to organize to distribute vital emergency supplies to families in need. 

• LCIF Grant Funding: Supported by emergency grant funding from Lions Clubs 

International Foundation (LCIF), the team rapidly secured essential relief supplies. 

• Local Business Partnership: A local store generously provided disaster supplies at 

cost alongside donated cases of bottled water to maximize community impact. 

• Hands-on Mobilization: Lions leaders and members worked side-by-side to stage, 

pack, and prepare relief goods for direct delivery to affected households across the 

impacted villages. 

District 1A extends heartfelt gratitude to the executive leaders, officers, and Lions who 

spearheaded this emergency relief effort: 

• District Executive Leadership: District Governor Ben, 1st Vice District Governor 

Karl Schulz, 2nd Vice District Governor Leo Valencia 

• Club Officers & Leadership: Past District Governor Dan O’Reilly, Lion’s 

President Jim, President Collen and Immediate Past President Brenda Morrison 

• Participating Lions: Lion’s Robin & Frank Kirar, Cindy Meyer, Larry Williams, 

Yoly Zoleta, DJ Williams, and additional dedicated volunteers. 

Through swift coordination and commitment to We Serve, District 1A leadership and 

community partners delivered essential aid and comfort to neighboring families during a 

critical time of recovery. 

Thank you for all that you do! Together can change lives and make a difference!   
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