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Welcome to the A-2 Environment Newsletter!  This is your platform to share tips and celebrate all the 
ways our A-2 clubs protect and restore the environment and ensure sustainable operations of all our 
facilities and events.   

Environmental Goals for 2026-27 

Does your Club have environmental goals for the coming year?  Your A-2 Environment Chair has a few, 
including continuing to celebrate the environmental work done by our Clubs through a quarterly 
newsletter and continuing the Photo Contest tradition for the District at the Friendship Convention in 
March 2027.  I hope your Clubs can participate in those activities!  Other goals that you might consider:  

1. Support local Indigenous communities actions (Six Nations on the Grand River, Mississaugas of the 
Credit) to care for the land and water.  An example would be the Giant Hogweed Mitigation Project on 
the Grand River. 

2. Reduce your meeting/event waste footprint through recycling and green binning your food waste 
(waste reduction challenge anyone?). 

 

Soles for Souls Update 

We continue to collect Shoes across the district with over 40 
locations to drop off. Shout out to Lion Tony from Long Point 
Lions who regularly fills a small bus and brings it to St. David's 
central depot! 

Lisa O'Keefe, Vice President-Community Partnerships at 
Soles4Souls is grateful and impressed by District A2 Lions 
success in the 4Opportunity program. She shares our story 
with other community partners across Canada and beyond. 

We encourage lions to bring Shoes, Eye glasses and hearing 
aids to District Zone and Cabinet meetings to transport back to 
St. David's. We will likely be arranging another pick up once the 
40 Sea Can is full ... this would  be our 3rd filling it up in under 2 
years. Each full Sea Can equates to 14,000 pairs of shoes 
which in turn means 17,500 pounds diverted from landfills.  

Lion Louise Agnew and Lisa 
O’Keefe at the recent US/ 
Canada Leadership forum 
held in Memphis 
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River Otter Sighting at Grimsby Wetlands* 

The Grimsby Wetlands are a rehabilitation project 
led by Grimsby Lions Bruce and Lori MacKenzie 
with the Hamilton Naturalists.  Originally a farm 
belonging to the Biggar family it was later owned by 
the Regional Municipality of Niagara and 
Department of Defence and served as a sewage 
lagoon.  The rehabilitation process began in 2006 
and became part of Grimsby’s Waterfront Trail 
project in 2016. It is popular with birders and 
wildlife photographers, some of which have 
included it the Niagara Peninsula Conservation 
Authority’s Coastal Resilience Pilot Project (next 
article).  And one of which has managed to capture 
photos of a River Otter! 

Having the wetlands attract such rare animals is a 
testament to the type of habitat that has developed 
here along this Lake Ontario shoreline. 

We suspect that the otter has returned to Lake 
Ontario where it most likely came from via the ditch 
that runs along the west side of the wetlands 
flowing to the lake.  Otters require a lot of space 
with plenty of fish and the Grimsby Wetlands is not 
large enough to provide sufficient habitat for 
residency. But having one visit is exciting. 

Do you have a favourite spot to enjoy nature in 
District A-2?  Send us some photos! 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 Visitor to Grimsby Wetlands

 

 

 

*with text adapted from Bruce Mackenzie’s Friends of the 
Grimsby Wetlands Newsletter and photos credit to Mitchell 
Brown.  
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Lake Ontario Coastal Resilience Pilot Project - Niagara Peninsula Conservation Authority 

The Niagara Peninsula Conservation Authority (NPCA) is inviting you to share your ideas and concerns 
about coastal erosion and impacts on the southern Lake Ontario shoreline.  Grimsby, Beamsville and St 
Catharines were severely impacted by flooding this past summer.  Conservation Authorities are local 
watershed management agencies that are responsible for water management, natural habitats and flood 
control.  The Lake Ontario Coastal Resilience Pilot Project is seeking public input on their website to help 
develop a management plan for the Lake Ontario shoreline.  So far there are 228 contributions from the 
section of shoreline in A-2.  Visit the website and have your say! 

 

 

 

 

https://getinvolved.npca.ca/lakeontarioshoreline
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Send us information on your environmental projects this fall! 
Deadline for the next newsletter is December 29! 

We wear orange shirts on Sept 30, National 
Day for Truth and Reconciliation, to honour 
Indigenous children who survived 
Residential schools, to remember those who 
did not, and to support their families and 
communities. 

The last residential schools closed in the 
late 1990s, still in living memory. 

What can you do today? Join a Truth and 
Reconciliation event - Downie & Wenjack 
National Day for Truth and Reconciliation 
activities, or explore the Woodland Cultural 
Centre, Survivors’ Secretariat.  

mailto:tlynnbul@hotmail.com
https://downiewenjack.ca/events/trw2026/
https://downiewenjack.ca/events/trw2026/
https://downiewenjack.ca/events/trw2026/
https://woodlandculturalcentre.ca/
https://woodlandculturalcentre.ca/
https://survivorssecretariat.ca/

