A-2 Environmental News

Welcome to the A-2 Environment Newsletter! This is your platform to share tips and celebrate all the
ways our A-2 clubs protect and restore the environment and ensure sustainable operations of all our
facilities and events.

Announcing winners of the MDA Photo Contest!

We submitted our two photos contest winners to the MDA photo contest! St Davids and District won the
MDA contest for the Lions in Service, while 2" place in the Natural Environment category went to Beverly
Byl (also St Davids).
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Long Point and Lincoln Lions at the New Voices - Sustainable Tourism Event
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Sustainable Tourism New Voices Symposium

District A-2 received a grant from LCIF to host a New Voices Symposium, with the purpose of attracting
new diverse members and/or developing new community service projects.

We collaborated with Two Row on the Grand at Six Nations to host an event, Sustainable Tourism Through
an Indigenous Lens, at Chiefswood Park on May 2nd. We had a total of 54 participants at our event,
approximately 13 from Indigenous communities and 41 from ally organizations and individuals.
Discussion topics included how to support the environment when you host a meeting/event and how to
mitigate invasive species.

Comments left by our participants showed a strong appreciation of shared values and an interestin
continuing dialog on finding and implementing solutions to sustainability challenges. From the individual
comments received we were able to pull together three project categories along with potential partners
(not an exclusive list).

Potential Future Project Indicated Interest

1. the development of a framework for e Goderich to Guelph Trail
fut llaboration including; . .
" ure.co é ?ra lon Including ) e lroquoia Bruce Trail Club
capacity building, advocacy, education

and outreach e Two Row By the Grand

2. the engagement of local e Lions Club (Districts A-2, A-15)

partners such as service clubs, .
) ) ] e Bruce Trail Conservancy
residents and businesses in Land

Stewardship Programs, including o Six Nations on the Grand
removal of invasive species and

e Bruce Trail Conservancy Niagara Biodiversity

restoration .
Committee

e lroquoia Bruce Trail Club

3. collaborative documentation and e Giant Hogweed Mitigation Project
digitzf\l mapping of |nvaS|‘ve species . Two Row By the Grand
locations on the Grand River (both
where they are found and areas that
are free of invasives) including;
collaboration on science, community
and Indigenous knowledge to create an
interactive digital resource to protect

and manage the watershed

If your Club would like to participate in these initiatives, please let me know the appropriate contact info
by return email.
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Lake Erie Watershed Sampling

Lake Erie Water Rangers is a volunteer organization that supports citizen/community science by
collecting water quality data in the Lake Erie watershed (including E. coli, nutrients, and chloride/road
salt) at numerous locations in the Lake Erie basin, with a focus on the Niagara region and the western
basin of Lake Erie.
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They provide training and testing kits to individuals and groups that want to be involved and contribute
the information to a database that includes Canada, the US and the UK. The data is available for
scientists to analyse trends in the watershed, such as contamination by roadsalt during the winter
months, and comparing upstream water quality with the quality downstream.
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Your Club can get involved by contacting Lake Erie Water Rangers

Lake Erie Water Rangers is funded by Canada Water Agency and Ontario Ministry of Environment
Conservation and Parks
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https://data.waterrangers.com/organizations/water-rangers

Actions Clubs Can Take in Summer

What are some ways we can measure that we
are having a positive environmental impact? We
can measure and track some things over time,
like:

° The number of trees planted

. The kilometers of road or trail or beach
cleaned up

. The volume or weight of material

recycled (including shoes!)

° The number or weight of garbage bags
produced (fewer is good!)

. The dollar value of e-waste collected

As we plan for the next Lion year, let’s consider
giving our clubs some environmental goals and
how we will measure them!

Would you like a landfill in your neighbourhood?
No? Then we'd better stop filling up those
garbage bags because they are filling up our
existing landfills!

Many of our Clubs have dinner meetings. Reusable
place setting isn’t workable for all, but you can
choose biodegradable over plastic AND putthemiin
the GREEN bin, not the garbage.

Not all municipalities will compost coffee cups, but
for $35 you can rent a green bin from Davidson
Environmental (they drop it off and pick it up). They
will take all your paper/wood based plates, cutlery,
cups as well as food waste and turn them into
fertilizer and renewable natural gas. How many
garbage bags can we divert from the landfills just by
doing that?

Contact Jamie at sales@davidsonenvironmental.ca

the world!

Want some inspiration? Check out the Lions International Environmental Service videos!

Lions International designated April 18-26", 2026 as the Week of Service for All Lions for the
Environment . Check out the video submissions on this link LCIF Week for Environment video
including messages from President Singh and inspiring videos from Lions and Leos clubs across

Shout Out to Port Stanley Lioness Club and Gananakwe Club representing Canada!

Send us information on your environmental projects this summer!
Deadline for the next newsletter is September 29!
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https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/member-resource-center/service/global-causes-initiatives/weeks-of-service
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/member-resource-center/service/global-causes-initiatives/weeks-of-service
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_aOj-ETrPzI&list=PLjke7HcmOlSTtWPH0HaAd2i4J2bFJNqcz&index=1
mailto:sales@davidsonenvironmental.ca
mailto:tlynnbul@hotmail.com

