
Notable Quotes:  “The way I see it, if you want the rainbow, 
you gotta put up with the rain.”  — Dolly Parton

We Serve

 DG Steve Murch 

 Greetings fellow Lions, spring is just around the corner 
and with it so many things that make northern Michigan a 
great place. However, we all know the saying about March 
when it comes in like a lamb; hopefully the Lion roaring 
will be from our club members and not the weather. 

 “We Serve” is our Lions motto and the reason we all 
belong to our clubs. While we serve in the here and now, 
we need to keep one eye on the future. We can't focus on 
what we did, but rather look at what we can do. 

 That being said, it's important we also look at the future 
of our clubs. I have talked about membership in this month 
message before, as well as numerous weekly letters to 

club presidents. Our members are the lifeblood of our clubs and we need engaged 
members … and new members. 

 There are numerous tools available to all Lions at the Lions International 
website (www.lionsclubs.org) to help you become better Lions. There also are plenty 
of tools to help you keep your club strong, recruit new members and motivate you in 
your quest to be the best Lions version you can be. 

 Swinging back to the new member angle, let's all make it a goal to try and 
recruit one new person to join our clubs. Ask someone to become a member, or 
invite them to a meeting or service project so they see what you do as Lions without 
making a commitment. 

 If every member asked one person, a 20-member club would have 20 potential 
new members. And if 25 percent of the people say yes, that's five new members. 
Now think about your fundraising and service efforts, would five new members help 
improve them both? Of course they would, to what degree is left to be discovered, but 
it's better than not having them around. 

 So I challenge you – ask someone to a club meeting. No pressure, you just 
want them to come see for themselves what your club is all about. 

 We love being Lions and should want others to enjoy it as much as we do. We 
shouldn't be a secret, we should be something everyone wants to join. 

 Thanks for all you do. 
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Hello fellow Lions,
Spring is in the air, but is more snow around the corner? 
We’ll just enjoy this spring-like weather while we can.
Have you realized that we have 1.4 million Lion members in 
over 200 countries, with 48,000 Lions Clubs and have been 
serving for over 100 years? The Lions are making a difference 
around the world. We are the largest service club organization 
in the world! 
The Lions clubs around the world are filled with people who 
have chosen to take action and serve others. We serve with 
pride and give our time, share our talents, help the community 
and know that we’ve changed lives. The Lions have helped
 us develop relationships with community leaders, local Lions 
and Lions around the world. We gain a sense of belonging 
within our clubs, and a connection to more than 1.4 million 
Lions around the world. We are able to hone our leadership 
skills within our club, and take advantage of leadership 
opportunities at the club, district and even international 
level. Whenever Lions clubs get together, problems 
get smaller and communities get better! 
Yours in service,
Dennis Gocha
First Vice District Governor
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The transformative work at Leader Dogs for the Blind continues 
in 2024! More individuals who are blind or visually impaired will 
come to Leader Dog this year to participate in the vital programs 
that will allow them a lifetime of safe, independent, daily travel. 
Your support is indispensable, as all programs and services are 
provided AT NO COST to our clients.

As a committed member of the Leader Dog community, you may 
be considering how you can make a greater impact; while 
fulfilling your own charitable giving goals for 2024. There are 
some tax-advantageous ways to give if you plan ahead.

●     Unleash Potential with Appreciated Stock: Did you know 
that you can avoid federal capital gains taxes and receive a 
federal income tax deduction for the current market value of your 
gift when you donate appreciated stock? A stock donation can 
maximize your savings while impacting individuals who rely on 
our services for their independence and mobility.

●     Navigate Your Philanthropic Goals with an IRA Gift: Did 
you know that if you are 70.5 or older and have a traditional IRA, 
you can contribute to Leader Dog straight from your IRA? These 
gifts can reduce your future tax burden and help fulfill your 
Required Minimum Distribution (RMD) if you must take one this 
year. Because your first IRA withdrawals go toward your RMD, 
you can support Leader Dogs for the Blind tax-free by making an 
IRA gift today and meet your 2024 giving goals.

●     Chart a Course for Giving with Your DAF: Donor-Advised 
Funds (DAFs) allow you to see immediate tax benefits from your 
contributions and pass them along to Leader Dog at a later 
date—and today is an opportune moment to schedule your 2024 
DAF gift. 

Learn more about smart ways to give in 2024. 

With appreciation,

 - Missy

Melissa Aupperle
Director of Personal Giving
Leader Dogs for the Blind
melissa.aupperle@leaderdog.org
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District Cabinet Meeting Notes



MARCH  2024

DISTRICT 11-E2 NEWSLETTER 11 2023-2024

District Cabinet Meeting Notes
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District Cabinet Meeting Notes
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District Cabinet Meeting Notes
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District Cabinet Meeting Notes
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District Cabinet Meeting Notes
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Cont’d 
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comdac@comdac.com
From: Marie Leathers 
Sent: Friday, February 16, 2024 16:38
To: ComDaC 
Subject: Hope to Walk at the Lions of Michigan Forum
Thanks to our District donation plus several club donations, District 11-E2 has donated $3,000 to Hope to Walk as 
part of this statewide service project. This will buy 12 prosthetic legs to help amputees in developing nations 
to walk again! There will be 5 representatives from Hope to Walk at the Lions of Michigan Forum next week-
end in Kalamazoo, where a combined check from all the Michigan districts will be presented. Thank you to 
all the clubs in our district that donated to this statewide service project: Boyne Valley, Central Lake, Charle-
voix, East Jordan, Elk Rapids, Glennie, Grayling, Hillman, Houghton Lake and Indian River. If your club 
would still like to donate please contact me ASAP! See the e-mail below to learn more about this organiza-
tion and how they are changing lives.
Also if you want to attend the Lions of Michigan Forum but haven't registered yet, please do so ASAP to be as-
sured a lunch and proceedings booklet. All the information and online registration is available at the Lions of 
Michigan website. The Friday night service project will be making No Sew blankets to be donated to Sleep in 
Heavenly Peace throughout Michigan.

Lion Marie Leathers
11-E2 Service Chair 
lionmarieleathers@gmail.com
231-350-0286
WE SERVE!!

CATCHING UP WITH GENESIS

A few weeks ago, Hope To Walk got to catch up with Genesis, a patient 
we met in April 2023. A native of the highlands of Guatemala, Genesis 
lost her arm and leg to electrocution when a light fell on her in her home 
a few years ago.   Thanks to donors like you, Hope To Walk was able to 
fit her with a prosthetic leg and get her walking again. 
We celebrated Genesis's 10th birthday with a day in the park filled with 
visits to the butterfly garden, swinging bridges and viewing monkeys.   In 
short, Genesis got to be just a "normal" kid for a day, and she loved it!
Genesis has unwavering determination and a contagious zest for life. 
Although she has not traveled much or done much in her life, nothing 
scares her, and she is up for any challenge.   Her dream is to become a 
physical therapist when she grows up!
Thank you for continuing to support our mission to get the world walking 
again!   
Again, thank you for your heart for others.
Kristen 
Kristen Staples
Executive Director
Hope To Walk
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February 26, 2024

Barbara Durflinger
Hillman Lions Club
14797 State St.
Hillman, MI 49746

Dear Barbara:

Congratulations, we are excited to share that the Food Bank of Eastern Michigan has 
selected Hillman
Lions Club to receive the 2023 Partner Leadership Award. Because of the strong support of 
Hillman Lions
Club and your dedication in providing meaningful and impactful programs and services, 
we have been
able to expand our reach and impact.

The Partner Leadership Award will be presented at the Food Bank’s 2023 Annual Meeting 
on Wednesday,
April 24, 2024. The event will be held at the Food Bank’s Hunger Solution Center located at 
2300 Lapeer
Road in Flint, MI (for GPS directions to the HSC parking lot please use 1939 Howard Ave., 
Flint). Doors will
open at 3:00 p.m. and an assortment of hors d’oeuvres will be served. The awards program 
will run from
3:30 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

We encourage you to invite co-workers, friends, and guests to join us in recognizing 
Hillman Lions Club’s
strong commitment to the health and well-being of our community. We will reserve a table 

Kara Ross,
President and 
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Steve Murch
Hello club presidents, 
Please share with your clubs to see if perhaps there might be someone, 
either in your club or your community, who might be interested in 
hosting a student. If there is, Elvie's contact is in the original email. 
Thank you, 
DG Steve

From: Elvira Marfil <epmarfil5@gmail.com>
Date: Sat, Mar 2, 2024 at 8:56�AM
Subject: Host Families

Dear  DG and YCE Chairs,

Hope this email finds you well and in good spirits.

I need help to find host families in your district.  Please see attached 
application form for the following countries: Male students/countries- 2 
France, 1 Mongolia and 1 Spain.  Female students/countries- 1 Hungary, 2 
Japan, 1 Netherlands and 1 Switzerland.

Please let me know as soon as you can.

I thank you in advance for your help.

Yours in Lionism, "We Serve"
Lion Elvie Marfil
818-800-1060
epmarfil5@gmail.com

If there is any interest for hosting one of the 9 foreign students, contact Lion 
Marfil by phone or email, shown above;  get the application forms from her.
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DISTRICT NEWS

District LCIF Fundraiser Contest

In order to encourage individual contributions to LCIF, we are having a contest to win a 
Melvin Jones Fellowship for your club ($1000 value!). The contest will end on June 30,  
2024.

To be fair to all size clubs, the winning club will be the club with the highest % of
members contributing to LCIF.

Rules-
1) Clubs must contribute at least as much to LCIF as they did last year.
2) Individual contributions must be at least $5.
3) If there is a tie, the club with the highest average individual contribution wins.

If you need to know how much your club gave last year, or what your member’s
individual contributions have been so far this year, please contact me.

PDG Barb Durflinger
989-742-2790
lionbarb@comdac.com

comdac@comdac.com
At the last cabinet meeting, the cabinet approved a fundraiser contest for LCIF.  The details of the 
contest are attached.
Your club donated $50 to LCIF last year.  Thus far this year your club has donated $0, so your 
club would need to donate 750 to meet that requirement.
No individuals from your club have made personal donations to LCIF thus far this year.  Your 
members can donate on line if they desire, or if you wish to send their contributions to me, that 
would work also.  Checks should be made payable to LCIF.
Good luck in the contest!  Let me know if you have any questions.
PDG Barb Durflinger
District 11-E2 LCIF Chairperson
989-742-2790
lionbarb@comdac.com

FRAUD ALERT!
From: Steve Murch
Sent: Thursday, February 15, 2024 15:12
Subject: Emails
Rod, Denny and Gary Stevens all reached out to me saying they had received scam emails using my 
name. All three had slightly different variations of email addresses used. Probably should let people 
know, and keep an eye out yourself.
Please check when you get an email that says it is from DG Steve that it really is.  He will not ask 
you for money!!

CST Barb
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MARCH 2024
Daylight Savings Time Begins — March 10, 2024
Saint Patrick Day — March 17, 2024
Spring Equinox, Spring Begins — March 19, 2024
Easter — March 31. 2024

APRIL 2024 
District Lions Cabinet Meeting — April 20, 2024 — Alpena District Convention Site
District Lions Convention — April 20, 2024 — Alpena

May 2024

MD-11 Convention — May 16, 2024 — Grand Rapids Sheraton by Marriott, Grand Rapids.
   Go to lionsofmi.com for details on registration and hotel reservations. 

On the Mend Reported 
 East Jordan Lion Joe Krumholz on the mend from hernia surgery.

 GLENNIE LIONS — HARLEY R HOPP  passed Tuesday, 01/30/2024

We honor those who have passed; with sympathies & condolences to family & friends 

     Information From MyLCI Monthly Reports 

Total: 5 New Members Reported 
  Information From  MyLCI Monthly Reports & Club Activities Sent In
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Boyne Valley  Lions 
FEBRUARY 2024  Info from Feb. 28 Meeting Notes
Meeting guest Jay from Leadership Charlevoix Class - 
Northern Michigan Equine Therapy (NMET) informed the 
BV Club members how horses can be therapeutic healers.  
Excerpts from a NMET flyer.

Equine-assisted occupational therapy  (hippotherapy) uses 
the natural movement of the horse as a therapeutic tool. 
The occupational therapist partners with the client’s 
physician to develop a detailed plan. A therapy horse is 
chosen specifically for their particular movements to 
match the client’s goals.

● NMET provides a unique opportunity to experience the 
healing nature of a horse in a safe, noncompetitive and 
nonjudgmental setting. Through hands-on therapy 
sessions, clients are surrounded in an environment that 
radiates calmness, values the hard work that comes 
with horses, and provides a literal and mental breath of 
fresh air.

● Horses mirror emotions, read nonverbal cues and react 
to the body language of humans. When these equine 
instincts are professionally incorporated as a self 
development therapy tool, the horse-human connection 
becomes a powerful healing force, helping clients to 
realize their own self-worth and increases self-
awareness of body language and communication skills.

Alpena Lions 
FEBRUARY 2024  

Pediatric cancer support:
The Miller family was 
presented a check for $1000 
today to support them in their 
ongoing effort for their 5 year 
old with ganlioneurblastomas.

$500 of this payment was 
made by the Alpena Lions 
Club, and matched by the 
District.
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Ellsworth Lions 
FEBRUARY 2024 
Three Ellsworth High School students, Junior Calista Hoeksema and Seniors Patrick Puroll and Jurgen Griswold 
were accepted as members of the Lions of Michigan All-State Band.  
The following is from an article in The Review.

East Jordan Lions 
FEBRUARY 2024

Lions Bob and Sherry Pursel received the Chevron 
award from Lions District Governor Steve Murch 
and King Lion Linda Chase. We thank them for 
their dedication and 15 years of service!

Lions All-State Band Article

Continued 
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Ellsworth Lions 
FEBRUARY 2024 

Continued
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 Oscoda Lions 
FEBRUARY 2024 

The Oscoda Lions Club held its 12th annual Souper 
Supper. The Lions provided the homemade soup 
and the kids from Richardson Elementary School 
Art class made bowls to Sell.  

The Lions made $1,095 which will go towards our 
charities.  The Art Class made $600. This will go to repair 
the Kiln.

We would like to Thank the community 
for without their support we could not 
help as many people as we do. We 
Serve.

Petoskey Lions 
FEBRUARY 2024 

The Petoskey Lions donated two loaded bags of items needed by the Women’s Resource Center of 
Northern Michigan, Inc.  The donation included laundry detergent, (new) women's underwear, 
beauty/hair supplies (shampoo and conditioner, but also other styling products), and adult coloring 
books and markers/colored pencils, all on a list from the WRC as needed items. 
The items were donated by the club members (not club funds) able to attend a meeting.  Word was 
that the WRC received more than expected donations around Christmas, so we waited until early 
February, when donations are fewer, to take our donation in.  The WRC is a necessary service in our 
community, and we intend to continue supporting them. 
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 Editor’s Notes — 2024  by Lion David J. Zimmer

The month of March, named for Mars, the Roman God of War, is a month of turning points.  During this month 
we go back on Daylight Savings Time, on Sunday, March 10th this year.  The Vernal Equinox, this year on 
Tuesday, March 19, marks the end of Winter and the beginning of the season of Spring.  While we think of this 
in terms of weather changing from cold to warmer, it is actually a celestial event.  The Vernal Equinox is the 
point half way between the Winter and the Summer Solstices, which have the shortest and the longest daylight.  
The Equinoxes have equal hours of day and night.  Equinoxes and Solstices occur yearly at points in the Earth’s 
orbit around the sun.  As for the weather, anything can occur before or after the first day of Spring.  Be sure 
to take your shorts and your parka when you go anywhere in this season.
March has also been proclaimed “Women’s History Month”.  This year's theme is centered on “Women who 
advocate for equity, diversity, and inclusion.”  The women's month was designated in the month of March 1987 as 
“Women's History Month.” Between 1988 and 1994, Congress passed additional resolutions requesting and 
authorizing the President to proclaim March of each year as Women's History Month.  History has been lacking in  
telling the impact of women who have contributed to the survival and advancement of the human race.  Without 
women none of us would be here today.
Seriously, it has taken a long time for many human cultures, men and some women themselves, to realize that the 
female sex were just as capable and just as intelligent as males, and they need to be treated as equals if humanity 
is really going to move forward to a better world.  Sex discrimination of all types is on the list of human stupidity, 
along with racism, ethnic origin, color, ancestry, disability, age, religion or belief, gender identity, etc. — basically    
rejecting any person that is different from the discriminator. 
As Lions, we have a creed — to SERVE those in need.  Simple and non-discriminating.  Unfortuantely, the world is 
not as acceptive, and we find ourselves in a time of growing bickering, discord, and violence.  Though reasons for 
this are chaotic and complicated, there are a couple of things that keep our problems from being solved.  Tradition 
versus Progress are two concepts we humans can’t seem to handle. Tradition is doing things the way it’s been done 
for years, centuries, or even millenia.  Tradition puts us in our safe comfort zone.  We know the drill, we know what 
to do, and what to expect.  It’s a constant, unchanging way of life — which can lead to the possibility of keeping 
people stuck behind in a changing world.  Progress is discovering the unknown and untried, creating new things and 
ways to improve the world.   It replaces traditional ways with changing outcomes.  The problem is that some people 
cling on to traditions, while others grab on the new and unknown, and it isn’t a friendly quarrel.  When the early 
automobiles began to appear on the roads, many people wanted to get one.  But others opposed these loud, smoking 
horse-scaring autos and kept their horses and buggies.  The automobile finally won, and changed the world for good  
— but also for bad.  Speed and convenience, yes.  But traffic jams, numerous fatal car accidents, and bad driving 
are also part of the package.  Now the gas car is our generation’s tradition, and electric cars are progress changes.  
While we need Progress to advance, we also should be aware of and not forget the Traditions that got us here.
The second problem that has been both good and bad is the technology of electronic devices that give us access to 
social media.  E-mail, Facebook, Instagram, Tik Tok, etc., allow people to connect anywhere anytime, which can be 
very useful and helpful.  Sadly, any device, tool or machine that humans have created for good purposes have also 
been used for bad deeds.  Social media can allow cyber-bullies to say terrible things they’d never say to someone 
face to face, or allow hackers to get your online information.  It is also the greatest way to spread lies and get others 
to believe something not true.  In today’s divisive context, these lies and disinformation cause confusion, and create 
clashes about what is true with others.   Lesson: don’t believe everything online. This copy is a fraud email  i received:

 Greetings Lion David
Lions District Newsletter

STEVE MURCH <lionsclubinternationaldg@gmail.com>
 Thu, Feb 15, 10:48 AM
 to me

Hello are you less busy at the moment? I got a request for you to manage discreetly. I will be going into a meeting shortly, please 
no calls so kindly respond via this email.

Yours Lionlism,

STEVE MURCH,Lion District Governor 11-E2 MICHIGAN

This was a bad attempt to get me to do something for them.  
The “Steve Murch” email address was bogus, not his real 
address.  And the “Yours Lionlism” was a laughably 
mistaken spelling— not the fraud A Team.  Be aware for 
these fraud attempts, and don’t reply to them.
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(Right): A stunning sunset reddens Boardman Lake 
in Traverse City.  Across the lake are “bumps”  in 
the water - hundreds of ducks and scores of swans 
who didn’t migrate south.
(Below): Harbor Point sticks out in iceless water on 
a sunny day. (Next):  A small fog cloud hovers over 
the waters of the east side of Little Traverse Bay, 
seen from Harbor Springs. (Bottom): Ice spreads 
onto the shores at the Dark Sky Park.

(Below): Ice and snow in the Mackinac Straits, much less 
than usual.  A freighter heads west on the horizon beneath 
the Mackinac Bridge, pointed out by the arrow.  (Bottom): 
Looking North toward the Upper Peninsula; the ice doesn’t 
go all the way across, open water flows through the Straits.

March 3

March 3

March 3

February 22

February 22

January 29
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Didn’t find any mention of YOUR Lions Club in this issue

Send your information to:  

● Activities:  Service Projects, Fundraising Events, Club Events – What You DO!

● Club Milestones:  Awards, Club Officers, New Memberships, Passings – What 
Is Happening With Your Members!

● Photos of Service Activities, Fundraising Events, Awards, etc.

* Photos:  Should be 300 pixels for good quality.  Include names of individuals 
in photos, and/or describe what the photo is showing.  Text:  Include dates 
and names (if applicable) for all events submitted.  Text will be edited as 
needed for space, spelling, corrections, etc.
This District is complex, with a variety of things going on throughout.  We can 
learn much from each other, and I'd like to see more communication among 
Clubs for the growth and benefit of all.


