
Notable Quotes: “ When you love you wish to do things for. You
wish to sacrifice for. You wish to serve.” – Ernest Hemingway

DG Dennis GochaDG Dennis Gocha

We Serve

Hello District 11-E2 Lions,

I would like to begin by thanking the
Hillman Lions for hosting the District
Cabinet meeting on November 3rd. We had
excellent attendance and were treated with
great hospitality. We achieved a lot
including judging the Peace Poster winner
of the District. The winner was Violet
Spinich from Elk Rapids. Her poster will
move on to the state competition.

In a year that has brought both challenges and triumphs, it is
important to remember the essence of what it means to be a Lion
– compassionate, resilient, and always ready to lend a helping
hand. Whether through food drives, charity events, or providing
support to families and individuals in need, your dedication is
what truly embodies the spirit of Christmas.

Let this Christmas be a reminder of the power we have to serve
and uplift others. Together, we can bring comfort, hope, and joy
to those who need it most.  Thank you for your continued
dedication and for being a beacon of hope in your communities.

Wishing you and your loved ones a Merry Christmas and a New A
Year filled with love, peace, and purpose.

Yours in service,
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Letter from

the President to You

International President

Fabrício Oliveira

Dear Lion,

You know that when we work together, we can make our mark in an
even more impactful way. We all have important roles to play in order
to grow our clubs and our service, so let’s do our part to keep our
momentum going in every avenue. Talk to that potential new member.
Take that online training. Work together with your fellow Lions to reach
your club goals and your personal goals.

I am confident that we will achieve great things this year — including
our MISSION 1.5 goal of reaching 1.5 million members by 2027. You
are the best of our organization, so be sure to do your part, serve like
only a Lion serves, and Make Your Mark in the world.

At your service,

Fabrício Oliveira
International President
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TO: District Governor, 1st Vice District Governor, Past District Governors and Club Presidents
FROM: Marie Leathers, VDG/Chairperson, Melvin Jones Committee for 11-E2
DATE: November 9, 2024
RE: District Melvin Jones Fellowship Award Nominations

Of the many awards that are given in Lionism, the L.C.I.F. Melvin Jones Fellowship Award is one
of the most prestigious awards to be presented to an individual.

Enclosed you will find a nomination form for the district award of the Melvin Jones Fellowship.
The selection committee will consider only those who have contributed notably at the District
level, State level and the local club level. First consideration will be given to those nominees
who have not previously received a Melvin Jones Award, although recipients may be selected
who have previously received the award. 

This District Level Award will be presented at the annual District 11-E2 Convention on April 26,
2025, at Treetops in Gaylord. It is imperative that you make every effort to have your nominee
present at that event if that person is selected for the award.

Please email nominations to: lionmarieleathers@gmail.com or you can mail to me at the
address below.

Marie Leathers
Vice District Governor 11-E2
9232 Roberts Rd
Central Lake, MI 49622

I’d like to thank you for your time and effort in nominating a Lion who has demonstrated
outstanding leadership in our District 11-E2 for a District Melvin Jones Fellowship Award.
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11-E2 Cabinet Meeting Minutes 11/03/24

Lions of Michigan District
11 E-2

Cabinet Meeting Minutes, November 4, 2024, Hillman

Cabinet Members in Attendance- DG Dennis Gocha, lVDG Marie Leathers, CST Durflinger, IPDG Steve Murch,
GMT Rod Leathers (Zoom), GLT Dave Zeller, GST Linda Gocha and ZC's BJ Sander and Kris Roberts Cabinet Members
Absent -  ZC Bill Chase
Lions in Attendance -PDG Bill Gaines, Lions Shirley Hill, Jim Paczkowski, Burt Young, Mike LaTulip, Linda Harris, Pat
West, Karen Wilding, Mike Fochtman, Donna Paradis, MB Casassa, Kay Gaines and Jean Manning, VIA ZOOM-
Lion Dave Zimmer
The meeting was called to order at 1 PM by DG Gocha. The invocation was offered by lVDG Leathers. The Pledge of
Allegiance was led by ZC Roberts.

Secretary's Report - Minutes of the 8/17/24 cabinet meeting were presented by CST Durflinger. It was moved by
IPDG Murch, supported by GLT Zeller that they be accepted as presented. Motion carried. There was no correspondence.

Treasurer's Report- The 2024-25 YTD financial reports were presented, with a beginning balance in the admin
account of $35,621.40, income of $9,988.29 and expenses of $9,282.36, leaving an ending balance of
$36,327.33 as of 10/29/24. This consists of $33,487.41 in admin and $2,839.92 in convention funds. The projects
account has a beginning balance of $29,231.88, income of $6,917.52 and expenses of $10,048.15 leaving an ending
balance of $26,101.25 as of 10/29/24. It was moved by GLT Zeller, supported by ZC Sander that the reports be
accepted as presented. Motion carried.

Old Business- CST Durflinger asked at the last meeting for an amendment to the policy manual to allow her to pay
matching funds for requests made for grants from the LMF with matching funds from clubs. She has been making these
disbursements after consultation with the DG. After a review of the policy manual, ti was felt that Section 12, part A
covered this, as long as the entire cabinet approves. Going forward she will get approval from the entire cabinet, so no
policy manual change is needed.

New Business- Peace Poster Judging- Four clubs participated. The poster submitted by the Elk Rapids Lions won.
DG Gocha will bring it to the statewide judging. The winning student is Violet Spincich, age 12.

GET Report- IPDG Murch turned in a written report.

GLT Report- GLT Zeller said that if any club feels like their officers need training, to contact him and he will do
individual training. He also noted that there is great training on the LCI website.

GMT Report- GMT Leathers congratulated us on being +10 in membership so far this year, but noted that we will
lose 6 members with the loss of the Houghton Lake Club.

GST Report- GST Gocha turned in a written report. She reminded clubs they can contact her if they are having
trouble reporting their service activities.  She reported that the district service project at the convention will be
hygiene kits which clubs can take back for use in their communities. A spreadsheet will be sent out soon so clubs can
sign up to donate the items for the kits.

Zone Chair Reports- ZCs Chase and Sander had no report. ZC Roberts turned in a written report. Committee Reports-
Written Reports were provided for Bear Lake Camp- PDG Zeller, District Convention - GST Gocha, District Editor -
Lion Dave Zimmer - Eversight- Lion Bethany Hedgepath, Hunger- ZC BJ Sander, Lions of Michigan Foundation- PDG
Richardson, Project KidSight- Lion Nate Slezak.
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Oral Reports- All State Band- lVDG Leathers reported that with the convention moved to Florida, all planning for
the band had to restart. Details will be sent out when they are ready.  Constitution and By laws- lVDG Leathers
reported that the required offices to become 2VDG have been expanded, making it easier if someone wants to run
for the position. Convention Raffle- DG Gocha reported the tickets are ready and will be mailed soon.  District
Melvin Jones- lVDG Leathers will be sending out the nomination forms soon. The deadline this year is January 15.
She reminded clubs that this award is for district level service.  International Convention- lVDG Leathers reported
the International Convention is being moved to Orlando. It will be held from July 13-17, 2025. She noted that there
will be an item on the ballot to reduce the number of US International Directors from 11 to 8, so as many Americans
as possible need to attend the convention to try and defeat it. LCIF- PDG Gaines noted that he finally got access
to what he needs as he had to wait for the state chairperson to get him confirmed.  He sent out an email about
hurricane relief. He thanked PDG Durflinger for forwarding information to him in the meantime. He will be happy do a
presentation on LCIF to clubs or at zone meetings. Leo Clubs- DG Gocha reported that we have three potential new
Leo Clubs, Boyne, Central Lake and East Jordan. Lions of Michigan Foundation-  PDG's Leathers and Durflinger
reported on the actions from the 11/3 board meeting. The Sight and Hearing raffle tickets are available to be picked up
after the meeting. PDG Leathers reminded clubs that they are a great fundraiser, both for clubs and for the Foundation.
They reported that for the remainder of this fiscal year that the maximum for individual relief grants will be $1000
due to the large number of grants awarded already in the first quarter of the year- about 60% of the annual budget.
Multiple family disaster grants will be reduced to $5000. These reductions will be only for the balance of this fiscal year.
$800 has been raised this far from IPDG Murch's walk fundraiser. If your club has not yet sent in a contribution (he
was asking each club to send in $20 for the 20 miles he was walking), please consider doing so. Clubs are reminded
that the deadline for the Deaf and Hearing scholarship is 3/15. Please check with your local high schools to see if they
have qualifying students.  MD-11 Convention- IPDG Murch reported that the state convention this year will be at the
Doubletree in Bay City on 5/15-17, 2025. International President Fabricio will be the keynote speaker. Michigan Forum-
IPDG Murch reported the Michigan Forum will be 2/28-3/1/2025. PIP Brian Sheehan will be the keynote speaker.
Forms for registration for the Forum and the MD Convention are available at LionsofMichigan.com. USA/Canada Forum-
PDG Zeller reported that the next Forum will be in Atlantic City from 9/18-20, 2025. Website/IT- lVDG Leathers said
information can be found on the district website or on the district Facebook page. The convention registration forms
will be available on the district website soon. The FB page is a good place to post your club activity pictures.

Audience Comments- PDG Zeller reminded everyone to save the date for their 100th anniversary celebration
on 10/17/2026. PIP Brian Sheehan will be the guest speaker.

VDG Comments- lVDG Leathers commented that she is excited about our district momentum and the great
attendance at the cabinet meeting.

DG Comments- DG Gocha reminded us that there is no 2VDG. We need to have people step up to district leadership.
He reported that LCIF made two grants of $100,000 to hurricane relief, as well as a number of individual district $10,000
grants. He passed out the "Join Us" fliers, and encouraged clubs to post them around their communities to try and
increase membership.  He reminded clubs to report their service. Only 9 clubs have reported their service this year.

With no further business to conduct, the meeting was adjourned at 2:15 PM. The next meeting date will be Saturday,
February 8 in Grayling at the St. Francis Episcopal Church, 6441 W. M-72.

Respectfully submitted,
PDG Barb Durflinger, Cabinet Secretary/Treasurer
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12.  Miscellaneous District Policies-

Matching grants for club projects- The cabinet will review applications for matching funds for special
club projects and matching grants may be made up to $500 as available funds allow. If
multiple clubs are involved in a project, only one grant totaling $500 will be made.

Hearing Aid Reimbursement Policy- In order to receive district reimbursement for hearing aids,
clients are first required to go through the Lions of Michigan Foundation Affordable Hearing
Aid Program. If they qualify for the AHAP, they may receive up to $500 from district medical
funds to assist with co-pays if needed after the client and club provide funds. If they do not
qualify, or chose not to participate in the AHAP, reimbursement will be reviewed on a case by
case basis by the cabinet. The $500 cap will still apply. This policy does not affect how any
individual club chooses to handle hearing aids. It will only go into effect if a club wishes to
receive district funds.

GET report for 11/3/2024

The new branch club in Lincoln is up and running. I installed the club's officers on Sept. 11 and
was told the membership for the club is in the low teens. Both the Lincoln Lions and the branch
club had potential new members lined up, so growth seems likely.

The multi-district GET met to develop a better team approach so we can help each other with
issues or question that might arise.

I have developed a data sheet for many of the communities in the area where we don't have
clubs. The hope is this will assist in having the necessary breakdown to target potential new
clubs and members. The data sheets provide a snapshot of the communities.

I have several different powerpoint presentations that I have found that other Lions clubs have
used and am in the process of using them to help develop a presentation I can use when trying
to pitch new clubs.

The multi-district GAT met with 2nd International Vice President Mark Lyon during the weekend
of the October Council of Governors meetings. He provided me with some helpful search tools
to aid in finding resources to better assist in finding community information and possible
needs.

Steve Murch MD
11E2 GET

comdac@comdac.com
From: "Dennis Gocha" <dennygocha@gmail.com>
Date: Tuesday, October 15, 2024 08:27
To: "ComDaC" <barb@comdac.com>
 Subject:  Global Service Report

I have been helping some members enter their service into the MYLION system. I have sent out
instructions for adding and deleting members and entering service to all secretaries.

I would like to encourage clubs to please enter their service. We have only 7 of the 25 clubs, entering
service and I know some clubs are very active. If you scroll down in MyLion after signing in, you'll
see a short training video on entering service which is helpful.

Thank you,
GST Linda Gocha
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Zone 2 Report to the District Governor

On Saturday, September 21, 2024, a Zone 2 meeting of Lion officers (and a few other Lions)
was held in Grayling (as the most central location of Zone 2), hosted by the Grayling Lions Club. Six
of the seven zone 2 clubs were represented:

Central Lake, Elk Rapids, Grayling, Houghton Lake, Lewiston, and Lewiston Lioness Lions.
The focus of the meeting was introductions, as the new Zone 2 Chair, and discussion of ways the Zone
2 clubs could support each other, in both fundraising/service projects and recruiting. It was revealed
that several of our clubs are challenged with low member numbers in carrying out projects. It was also
agreed that one of the best ways of finding new potential members is through highly visible projects,
and highly visible Lion presence at local community events.

To that end, those in attendance suggested compiling a list/calendar of Zone 2 club projects and local
public events and distribute it to the clubs. In this way, it would keep neighboring clubs informed, and
let a hosting club request assistance/presence from neighbor clubs in the Zone. In particular, it was
agreed that some of our best ways for presenting Lionism to our communities, would be to have Lions
from other zone clubs attend, as Lions, and visit with community attendees, handing information and
contacts gained to the hosting club membership team. Zone clubs were asked to send their projected
calendars for 2024-25 to the Zone Chair for compilation and distribution, and a follow-up meeting was
set for October 26, in Grayling.

On Saturday, October 26 the follow-up meeting was held, with three Zone 2 clubs represented, Central
Lake, Grayling, and Lewiston Lioness Lions. District Governor Denis Gocha was a very welcome
guest at this meeting as well.

DG Dennis related his experience at the recent Council of Governors meeting, and informed us of the
upcoming MDl1 Convention in Bay City, May 15-17, 2025, and the District l 1E2 Convention being
planned for April 25-26, 2025 at Tree Tops in Gaylord. He also reported that PDG Steve Murch, as
District Extension Team Chair, is working to open new clubs in Gaylord and other areas where clubs
have been in the past, as well as assisting Lion Dave Zeller, GLT, in scheduling a Helping Lion
Training. He also briefed us on the closing of the Houghton Lake Lions Club, due to aging members
retiring and too few Lions to safely carry out planned projects. Some of the Houghton Lake Lions are
transferring to the Roscommon Higgins Lake Club.

Zone Chair Kris continued discussion with synopsis of the October 19 Lions of Michigan Summit, via
Zoom, which focused on member recruiting and retention. Topics and recommendations of the Summit
were discussed by all, giving us things to think about and bring back to our clubs, including club
meetings where each member is asked to relate why they joined Lions, what they find satisfying about
their membership, and what projects and ideas they would like to work on.  In the summit, it was
pointed out several times that while new members coming in is a good thing, losing members out the
back door is happening, maybe because they are not finding enough of what brought them into Lionism.
This made many of us really think about whether we are focused enough on retaining the members we
have. As one of the Summit speakers asked, "are we asking what our club is doing for you, our
member?"

Discussion then moved on to our plan to compile and distribute a list/calendar of zone projects and
public events as discussed in the September meeting. It is not yet complete enough to share, and is
awaiting many of the anticipated dates for this Lion year, as well as community public events where
members of neighboring clubs can support the local club in fundraising projects, service projects, and
presenting Lionism to the local community. Clubs will be contacted to fill in gaps.  This initiative,
when it goes active, is hoped to give real assistance to our Zone 2 clubs.

DG Dennis, before he had to leave for another function, left "JOIN US" posters for local bulletin
boards, where invited. He also said that a new recruiting device is coming soon from LCI.

Meeting was completed with a light pizza lunch sponsored by the Grayling Lions.
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Report to the Council of Governors - Lions Bear Lake Camp

As the State Chair for Lions Bear Lake Camp for Lions of Michigan Multiple District 11, I am
pleased to present this report on the continued success of our camp.

Successful Summer Season and Transition to Retreats We are thrilled to report that we have
successfully wrapped up another fantastic summer season. We had 1079 campers come through
our doors this summer. That is a substantial increase from last year when we had 785 kids. Camp
is now shifting gears and fully immersed in retreat season, with every weekend booked through
the end of the year, except for
Thanksgiving and Christmas. The demand for our facilities continues to grow, and we are
excited to host a variety of groups during this time.

Gratitude for Shelby Township Lions Club We are incredibly grateful to the Shelby Township
Lions Club for their generous donation, which allowed us to purchase a brand-new 10-top stove
and two fryers for our kitchen. These essential upgrades have replaced equipment that was in dire
need of repair, ensuring our kitchen is now better equipped to serve the many campers and guests
who visit Bear Lake Camp. This investment will have a significant impact on the quality of
service we provide.

Lions of Michigan Weekend Success The Lions of Michigan Weekend, held at Bear Lake Camp
on September 13-14, was a resounding success! Lions from across the state gathered to
experience the magic of camp and strengthen their connection to our mission. Participants
enjoyed a variety of camp activities, including archery, fishing, boating, zip-lining, and
conquering the climbing tower.

The challenge course was particularly popular, with Lions embracing teamwork and problem
solving in a fun, outdoor setting. It was inspiring to see so many Lions explore our beautiful
grounds and try new adventures.  A special highlight was witnessing Lion Sue Adams overcome
her fears in a truly life-changing experience. With our accessible facilities, she was able to climb
the tower and zip-line and be lowered back into her mobility device. This moment captured the
spirit of inclusion that Bear Lake Camp stands for.

We had a great turnout with representatives from various districts:

● 7 Lions from District 11-C2
● 3 Lions from District 11-B1
● 6 Lions from District 11-El
● 2 Lions from District 11-D2

We are grateful to everyone who attended and to those who made this weekend possible. We
look forward to welcoming everyone back next year for another memorable weekend.

Upcoming Events and Fundraisers We are excited to host 11-D2 IPDG Lion Jim White's
Appreciation Dinner on October 6th. This special event will be a wonderful opportunity to
celebrate his leadership and contributions. Additionally, we are gearing up for the Bear Lake
Ultra Marathon on October 5th. Special thanks to Board Member and Lion Jay Caldwell for

11-E2 Cabinet Meeting Minutes 11/03/24
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helping with trail cleanup in preparation for the marathon. We are thrilled to announce that this
year we have a record number of 140 runners participating!

Looking ahead, our upcoming fundraisers include:

● Ultra Marathon: Saturday, October 5th

● Ice Plunge: Saturday, February 1st, 2025

● Wild Game Dinner: Saturday, April 12th, 2025

● Golf Outing: Monday, June 9th, 2025

These events are vital to supporting the camp's year-round programs, and we encourage everyone
to participate and spread the word.

Website and Newsletter We are excited to announce that our website is currently undergoing a
refresh to provide a more user-friendly experience for everyone. The updated site will feature
improved navigation, making it easier to find information about our programs, events, wish lists,
donation options, and how to get involved.   The new website will go live soon, if it hasn't
already, so please keep an eye out for the launch at bearlakecamp.org.

In addition, we encourage everyone to sign up for our monthly newsletter. This is a great way to
stay connected with Lions Bear Lake Camp and receive the latest stories, updates, and event
information. Our newsletter helps keep our community informed and inspired as we continue to
make a positive impact year-round. Visit the website to subscribe and stay updated on all things
Bear Lake Camp!

Ongoing Need for Club Donations As we continue to provide exceptional experiences for
campers and retreat guests year-round, we rely heavily on the generous support of Lions clubs
across Michigan. While we have made significant progress, Lions Bear Lake Camp still needs
ongoing donations to maintain and improve our facilities, programs, and accessibility. Your
contributions are essential to helping us meet the needs of our growing number of campers and
guests.  We thank the many clubs who have already stepped up this year and encourage all clubs
to continue their support, helping us to do what we do best-serve our campers and community.

Conclusion In conclusion, Lions Bear Lake Camp continues to thrive, thanks to the support from
Lions clubs and the hard work of our dedicated staff and volunteers.  We are proud of what we
have achieved so far this year and look forward to the exciting events and opportunities ahead.

Thank you for your continued support.

Respectfully submitted,

Lion Chrissy Andre
State Chair for Lions Bear Lake Camp
Lions of Michigan Multiple District 11
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 1 of 1
comdac@comdac.com

From: "Dennis Gocha" <dennygocha@gmail.com>
Date:  Tuesday, October IS, 2024 08:26
To: "ComDaC" <barb@comdac.com >
Subject;2025 Convention Repor
t

The 2025 convention on April 25-26 at Treetops Resort will take place on Friday and Saturday with no
events on Sunday. Our convention cabinet meeting will be at 9 am on Saturday, so that more committee
chairs that work can attend. Our theme will be Teamwork. We need a club to volunteer to make sports
centerpieces for our tables. If any club would like to volunteer, we'd be grateful. Contact me if you're
interested.

We are having PID Ron Keller from Ohio as our convention speaker. His wife, Kitty, will speak during
lunch on Saturday. Our service project will be hygiene kits for men or women. We will give some kits to
the Women's Resource Center, and also you can take some home to give out in your area. We're still
hoping to send out the registrations in December or January.

Thank you,

Linda Gocha
2025 Convention Chair

10/15/2024

District 11-E2 Newsletter Editor Report: November 3, 2024 Cabinet Meeting
Lion Barb:

Clubs sharing information for August - October issues are shown in the table below.

Club newsletter submissions for August - October 5 Clubs - 19%

The regular submitting clubs (19%) continue to send in data to share with our District Clubs. We'd like to
know what the remaining 81% Clubs did, how they served their communities this summer, how their
fundraisers succeeded. As a District, our success depends on all our Clubs, and communication helps
to bring us all together. As the motto says, "Together We Can."
As always, any District Lions Leaders who want to share something inspiring or informing to submit
letters/columns/notes/ or photos are welcome to do so. Any suggestions for newsletter enhancement are
always welcome.
Thanks to all for your support. Stay Safe and Serve on.

Lion David J. Zimmer
District 11-E2 Newsletter Editor
dlzim47@gmail.com

11-E2 Cabinet Meeting Minutes 11/03/24
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As we enter the last quarter of the year and things start to speed up, let's slow down for a minute and
recap what Eversight has been up to during the third quarter of 2024.

Tissue Transplants
Every year, thousands of donors selflessly give the gift of sight to those in need. In Michigan, 1,878
donors gave the gift of sight as cornea/eye donors from January 1 to September 30, 2024. Below is a
breakdown of how donated tissues were used.

Research & Innovations
During the third quarter, one of Eversight's surgeons was the first to use our new KLAL-Pro tissue graft in
a surgery. Eversight's R&D team developed the KLAL-Pro graft, an eye bank processed keratolimbal
allograft that can be used for the treatment of bilateral Limbal Stem Cell Deficiency. The advantages of
this graft over other traditional graft are reduced the threat of corneal transplant rejection in patients
and reduced surgery time for surgeons. The next step post-surgery is for Eversight's R&D to monitor
patient outcomes and modify processing protocol if needed.

Education & Training
From January 1-September 30, 2024, Eversight staff held 41 educational wet lab trainings for 332
surgeons, residents and fellows at partner institutions on four common types of cornea transplant
procedures: Descemet Membrane Endothelial Keratoplasty (DMEK), Descemet Stripping Automated
Endothelial Keratoplasty {DSAEK), Penetrating Keratoplasty (PKP) and Deep Anterior Lamellar
Keratoplasty (DALK). During these sessions, surgeons practiced graft insertion and positioning with
individualized, real-time insights from trained, highly experienced surgeon instructors.

Global Development
In early August, Eversight's Global Development Director Heather Nuskind was invited to present her
work at the 3rd Annual Global Ophthalmology Summit in Portland, Oregon.

Heather is currently performing a study on ophthalmology resident elective programs. The objective of
the study is to perform a formative evaluation of a new global ophthalmology residency program. She
has interviewed several stakeholder groups to help identify expectations, reservations, successes,
challenges, and perceptions about residents working overseas. Moving forward, the hope is to improve
the quality of programs like these with the data collected.

In September, Eversight published an article in Eye Banking and Corneal Transplantation discussing
findings from a study on perceptions on cornea donation among individuals and populations worldwide.
We found that the unique nature of eye donation was a significant factor affecting perceptions and
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willingness to donate, and that the role of the trained donation coordinator is instrumental in
overcoming the barriers.

In addition, from January 1-September 30, 2024, Eversight placed 1,512 tissues at greatly reduced or no
cost in countries around the world who would otherwise not have access to these tissues.

Michigan Update
Eye Donation Month is observed each November. The theme for 2024 is "I Can See Clearly Now"
emphasizing the LITERAL outcome of eye donation - the ability to see, and the FIGURATIVE outcome of
what people experience or "see now" as a donor family, recipient, or champion of eye donation. Please
spread the word with your family, friends and colleagues this month about the life saving impact of eye
donation and if you have not already, register to be an eye, organ and tissue donor yourself at
www.eversightvision.org/get-involved/registry.

Thank you for playing an active role in the sight restoration community. If you have any questions or
would like to talk, please reach out to me at (734) 272-2388 or email me at any time. I look forward to
hearing from you.

Warmly,
�cf�
Alex Teska Philanthropy
Director
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Lions of Michigan Foundation Report
November 3, 2024

As we are into the second quarter of our Lion's year, hopefully each of our
clubs is well on their way to a successful year of service. The Lions of Michigan
Foundation is positioned to assist us in our mission of service.

As PDG Rod stated in his last report our foundation can assist our clubs
 in the following ways: Provide KidSight equipment so we can do children's eye
screening locally, provide financial assistance for sight and hearing, provide
financial assistance for emergency disaster relief, provide financial assistance for
military family and veterans relief, provide mints for the military, etc.

Our foundation is a state project of the Lions Of Michigan and it is a goal
of our district that 100% of our clubs provide financial support to whatever
amount your budget allows. A reminder that there are three fellowship awards
your club can use to honor deserving Lions or community members (Kenneth E.
Lautzenheiser Fellowship - $500, Helen Keller Fellowship - $750, John S. Noel
Fellowship - $1000) based upon your support.

The foundation's largest and popular fundraiser is the Sight and Hearing
Sweepstakes raffle. This project not only raises funds for the foundation, but is
also a fundraiser for your club if you sell at least 30 tickets. For example if your
club sells 200 tickets you will receive a check for $1000 from the foundation. Our
district has been the top ticket seller in the state for the past several years and I
trust will be again this year. Hopefully 100% of our clubs will set up a program
during our lovely winter and spring months to support this program.

If you have any questions or need assistance feel free to contact either of
your Lions of Michigan Foundation Trustee:

PDG Rod Leathers - leathersrod@gmail.com  231 350-0567 PDG
Dennis Richardson - den7rjch@gmail.com  231 944-0587

PDG Dennis Richardson, Foundation Trustee

11-E2 Cabinet Meeting Minutes 11/03/24

I continue to move forward as the Hunger Chair. I have many connections in the community
with organizations related to hunger either directly or indirectly. I work for a Senior Center,
where we are constantly looking for fundraisers to subsidize our Meals On Wheels program.
The numbers of seniors applying for home delivered meals continues to rise with recent record-
breaking numbers being reported. As food prices continue to rise more and more people are
looking for ways to subsidize their need for food. Our homeless situation in Alpena continues to
grow, which of course increases the need for our local soup kitchen, the Friendship Room. As I
continue to monitor the situation here in Alpena, I will be reaching out to other clubs to see how
their communities are doing. I had received information from the Michigan Lions regarding the
State Hunger Chair and have been waiting to hear more about his thoughts. In the meantime, I
am moving forward.
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11-E2 Cabinet Meeting Minutes 11/03/24
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District 11-E2 Convention 2025
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DECEMBER 2024

Pearl Harbor Day — December 7, 2024 —���— Christmas, December 25, 2024

JANUARY 2025

New Year’s Day — January 1, 2025 —���— Martin Luther King Day —  January 20, 2025

FEBRUARY 2025

The Third Cabinet Meeting —   Saturday, February 8th at 10 a.m. at St. Francis Episcopal
Church in Grayling. Address is 6441 W. M-72.

On the Mend Reported
NO REPORTED ON THE MEND THIS MONTH

Petoskey Lions:  Dr. Hubert Hayes, 100 years old, passed peacefully on November 14, 2024.
Born on August 25, 1924 in Carp Lake, Michigan, the 8th of 9 children, Hubert graduated from
Pellston High School, class of 1942.  He served in the Air Force during World War II, and went
on to become a dentist.  He became a Petoskey Lion on 1/1/1954. He was the epitome of
a Lion, with kindness, generosity, love, and devoted service.  He will be missed.

We honor those who have passed; with sympathies & condolences to family & friends

 0 New Member Reported
  Information From Club Activities Sent In
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Alpena Lions
  NOVEMBER  2024

The Alpena Lions Club presents a check for
$2,500.00 to the Salvation Army of Alpena from
funds raised through the Old Newsboys Campaign,
a nearly century-old partnership with the Alpena
News.

Accepting the check, from campaign chair Gary
Stevens and President BJ Sanders, is Salvation
Army Major Prezza Morrison. —

— Annette Trelfa, representing Most Ministries, accepts
a check for $1,000.00, a donation from past President
Al Guest and current President BJ Sanders.

These funds were raised by Al Guest so Most Ministries
could purchase sunglasses for distribution in South
America. The Alpena Lions coordinate with Most
Ministries to distribute used eye glasses donated by the
Citizens of Alpena.

The need for sunglasses was brought to the attention
of the Lions Club this past year. Most Ministries
distributes 600 to 800 pairs of sunglasses with each
mission trip. The sunglasses are used to protect peoples
eyesight from the adverse affects of cooking over open
flames and the intensity of the sun in their region.

A donation to the Northeast Michigan Community
Foundation, earmarked for the Alpena Lions Club
Memorial Fund was presented to Patrick Heraghty by
Alan Guest.

Alan presented the check on behalf of Rodney and
Maryanne Guest who made the donation. —

The monies will be used to help fund programs of the
Alpena Lions Club. Some of the major programs include
sight preservation, hearing aids, juvenile diabetes,
pediatric cancer, hunger and McRae Park adoption.
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East Jordan Lions
  NOVEMBER  2024

East Jordan Lions are selling
Christmas trees to support
community projects.

Pictured are DG Dennis
Gocha and his wife Linda
Gocha at the Jordan Inn.

 Boyne Valley Lions
NOVEMBER  2024
The Lions sold 367 pasties with gross sales of $3,016.  Last year we sold 506 pasties for $4,000. Working
with Chef Cole to calculate cost of ingredients and production.

  Roscommon–Higgins Lake Lions
  NOVEMBER  2024

District Governor Dennis Gocha awarded William
Curnalia from the Roscommon-Higgins Lake Lions
Club a 50-year Charter Monarch Chevron pin.

Congratulations and thank you for your dedicated
service to the Lions!
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 Oscoda Lions
 NOVEMBER  2024

The Oscoda Lions Club ramp crew completed a ramp today
(Nov. 28) in Alcona County that was started last week.

Tony Priebe, Bob Drogosch, Scott
Busich, John Novak, Tony Bol,
Rick Stanley, Eric, and Chuck
Andrina all worked on the large
project.

The crew built two platforms of
4x4’ and 4x8’ and over 40’ of
ramp.

The elderly couple are having mobility
problems with the husband currently in
rehabilitation in preparation for coming
back home.

The ramp eliminated the steep set of
stairs that made access very difficult.
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 Alpena, 1920s

 Charlevoix, 1902

 Gaylord, 1920
 Traverse City, 1924

Winters always stun with the beauty that snow
and ice can create.  They also always stun with
the amount of snow and ice that can be dumped
on driveways and highways, making driving very
difficult, or very perilous.

Photo Above taken on December 2, 2024

 Elk Rapids, 1910

Photos from  99wfmk.com

The smaller photos,
taken over 100 years
ago, show what the
winter snows were
like in our northern
Michigan back in
those days




