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Notable Quotes: “ All the greatest things are simple, and many

can be expressed in a single word: freedom; justice; honor; I A U G U S T 2 0 2 6 ’

duty; mercy; hope.” — Winston Churchill

District Governor's Message
Hello Fellow Lions of District 11-E2,

First, | would like to thank Immediate Past District Governor
Marie Leathers for serving our district so well over the past
year.

Ouir first cabinet meeting will be Saturday, August 22nd at
10:00 am at Gaylord VFW Post, 1200 Gornick Ave, Gaylord.
(The Landing Zone Bowling Alley and restaurant are in the
same building). If you aren’t available to attend in person,
Zoom will be available.

There will also be Zone Chair training and perhaps other officer training. With August
underway, there is still plenty of summer to go. Take the time to enjoy it with your
family. Opportunities always exist to serve, connect and grow! We Lions never take a
break from making a difference. Also bringing in new members isn’t just a goal — its
essential. Every new Lion brings fresh ideas, energy and the ability to reach more
people. Invite a friend, neighbor, or colleague to your next event.

Remember to report your service. Don’t forget-- if its not reported it didn’t happen in
the eyes of LCI. So be sure to log your club’s service activities into the portal. These
reports help show the full impact of our district and are needed to secure future
excellence awards for your club.

We still have a Childhood Cancer, Diabetes, International Convention and one Zone
Chair position open. It is for Zone 3 (Alpena, Alpena Evening, Hillman, and Hubbard
Lake). The Zone Chair keeps the District informed of the clubs’ activities and shares
concerns and challenges the club may have. It is a great opportunity to exchange
ideas about programs,projects, activities and fundraising. If you can’t visit a club, you
can call or email them to find out their recent activities, and if they have any areas
you can help with. You can always consult with me to find the answers to any
questions they may have. You can email me at dennisgocha557@gmail.com or call
me at 231-350-1906.

LIONS LEAD THE WAY!
Yours in Service,

Dennis Gocha
District Governor
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2026-2027 DISTRICT OFFICERS
REFERENCE LIST

IMMEDIATE PAST
DISTRICT GOVERNOR
Central Lake Lions
Marie Leathers

lionmarieleathers@gmail.com
231-350-0286

DISTRICT GOVERNOR
East Jordan Lions
Dennis Gocha
231-350-1906

dennygocha@gmail.com

VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR
Kris Roberts
Central Lake Lions Club

krobdi@gmail.com

GLOBAL LEADERSHIP TEAM
District Coordinator
Marie Leathers
231-350-0286.

701-409-9160 lionmarieleathers@gmail.com.
2" VICE DISTRICT GLOBAL SERVICE TEAM
GOVERNOR District Coordinator
BJ Sander Linda Gocha,

(989)464-9885
bjsander618@outlook.com.

CABINET SECRETARY/
TREASURER
Barb Durflinger
Hillman Lions Club
lionbarb@comdac.com
989-742-2790

231-350-0204,
dennygocha@gmail.com.

GLOBAL MEMBERSHIP TEAM
District Coordinator
Nancy Howse,
813-671-8426

jimhowse@yahoo.com

GLOBAL EXTENSION TEAM
COORDINATOR
Steve Murch

stevemurch49707 @gmail.com
/ 989-657-9277

ZONE 1 CLUBS

ZC Ron Morgan
Indian River Lions Club

theshootist65@gmail.com /

Cheboygan, Indian
River, Mackinaw City,

231-881-5091 FEE )
ZONE 2 CLUBS
27C Dan Miller Boyne Valley, Central

Lake, Charlevoix, East

Info to be included Jordan, Elk Rapids

ZONE 3 CLUBS

ZC No volunteer present
Info to be included

Alpena, Alpena Evening,

Hillman, Hubbard Lake,

Lewiston, Lewiston Lions
Lioness
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Alcona, Alpena, Antrim, Arenac,
Charlevoix,

Cheboyagan, ;
Crawford, Emmet, § =
Gladwin, Iosco, l_
Kalkaska,
Montmorency,
Ogemaw, Oscoda,
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ZONE 4

ZC Kay Gaines
Oscoda Lions Club

kgaines143@gmail.com
989-739-2779

ZONE 5

Alcona, Glennie, Harrisville,
Lincoln, Oscoda

CLUBS

Beaverton,Grayling, Mio,
RosesCity,
Rosecommon/Higgens Lake

ZC No volunteer present
Info to be included

Note: This information is up to date at the time /4
of this publication, but is subject to change as
adjustments are needed.
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Lions Clubs International

FOUNDATION

Message from LCIF Chairperson A.P. Singh

Welcome to a new Lion year and a renewed opportunity to strengthen
our impact. | am honored to serve as chairperson of Lions Clubs
International Foundation (LCIF), our global foundation, inspired by the
service and leadership of Lions and Leos around the world.
Celebrating LCIF’s incredible reach during the 108th Lions
International Convention was a proud moment. With your support, we
raised US$85 million for future service. We have already started this
Lion year strong, raising US$6.5 million since July 1, including a
generous US%6 million gift from the Lions of India, presented at the
conclusion of the convention.

Qur foundation is a resource for membership growth. Lions service,
with support from LCIF, provides an opportunity to attract new
members. | hope this newsletter inspires you to donate, apply for

grants and share LCIF’s impact. | look forward to a successful year.

munity, helping priontize C
more supportive environment for young people.

Watch Video ©

Limited Recognition
Awaits

Make an individual or club
donation today to earn this
year's limited-edition LCIF
Presidential Supporter
recognition and start or grow
your collection

*» Learn More

US$50 Million in Grants Awarded!

Thanks to the generosity of Lions, Leos and supporters, LCIF
achieved record-breaking grantmaking and expanded our
collective impact. Your continued support makes this possible

Donate Now ©
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Fwd: Leader Dog Leading the Way - August 2026

From: Timothy Rubert <timothyrubert@gmail.com>
Date: Wed, Jul 15, 2026, 3:14 PM

Subject: Re: Leader Dog Leading the Way - August 2026
To: Claudia Gregory <Claudia.Gregory@leaderdog.org>

Thank you for the information.

On Wed, Jul 15, 2026, 12:49 PM Claudia Gregory <Claudia.Gregory@|leaderdog.org> wrote:

Good afternoon, Dear Lion,

| hope your new Lionistic year is off to a fantastic start! Things are off to a wonderful beginning here at Leader

Dogs for the Blind.

In the August edition of Lions & Leader Dog newsletter, you'll find a very special announcement (hint: puppies

are involved!) along with a look back at an exciting week of Teen Summer Camp.

We encourage you to share this newsletter with your state and district newsletter editors. Your support helps us

spread awareness of our mission and reach the many Lions who help make our programs possible each year.

The English and Spanish versions are attached in Word and PDF format. You can also forward this email or share

the following link directly or use it to download the newsletter version(s) you'd like to forward:

https://leaderdogsfortheblind918.sharepoint.com/:f:/s/Philanthropy-LDFB/IgA QrmBYsThSrGfBKJssU-
NAcXRwim518Gkj9v5JUQUWHw?e=C6TglU

If you'll be attending the USA/Canada Forum in Memphis, Tennessee, be sure to stop by our booth in the
Exhibitor Hall. During the session, you'll have the unique opportunity to hear directly from several of our clients
and ask them questions about their experiences with Leader Dogs for the Blind. Our team looks forward to

connecting with you in person!

Thank you for everything you do as Lions. If you'd like to connect, learn more about our programs, or plan a

Leader Dog fundraiser during this Lions year, please don't hesitate to reach out.

Yours in Lionism,

- Lion Claudia Gregory
Manager of Lion Engagement
< p Leader Dogs for the Blind
P: 248.339.2005 | LeaderDog.org
1039 S. Rochester Rd., Rochester Hills, Ml 48307

LEADER DOGS n You
FOR THE BLIND m

Upcoming Out of Office:
- July 30 to Aug 4, Vacation
- August 11, Vacation
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Fwd: Meet this year’s Future Leader Dogs

From: Claudia Gregory <claudia.gregory@leaderdog.org=
Date: Fri, Jul 17, 2026, 11:29 AM

Subject: Meet this year's Future Leader Dogs

To: <timothyrubert@gmail.com>

Hello Timothy,

Last year, supporters were introduced to Future Leader Dogs TICA,
Jackson and Harper as they began their journey toward becoming trusted
Leader Dogs. Thanks to dedicated volunteer puppy raisers, they spent
their early months learning basic obedience, building confidence and
being socialized with the people, places and experiences that help
prepare a puppy for future guide dog work.

Now, they are moving into the next important stage of the Leader Dog
journey. After Future Leader Dogs return to our campus in Rochester
Hills, they receive a wellness exam and evaluation before entering formal
guide dog training. During this stage, they work with Leader Dog
instructors to build the skills needed for guide work — from curb
identification and straight-line travel to obstacle avoidance, traffic
awareness and more advanced training in complex environments.

Every step of this journey is made possible because of supporters
like vou.

Leader Dogs for the Blind is 100% donor-funded, which means the care,
training and support each Future Leader Dog receives depends on the
generosity of people who believe in our mission. With a $500 donation,
your club can symbolically sponsor one of this year’s selected puppies, all
being raised by dedicated volunteer Lions Puppy Raisers: Hunter, Leyah,
and Presley.

Whether your club sponsors a puppy or gives the symbolic sponsorship as
a meaningful gift, you are supporting the incredible journey from playful
puppy to working Leader Dog.

Join us in shaping something extraordinary.

Together we serve,

Lion Claudia Gregory

Manager of Philanthropy for Lions Engagement
Leader Dogs for the Blind
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Fwd: Leader Dog Applications in Michigan

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Claudia Gregory <Claudia.Gregory@Ileaderdog.org>
Date: Wed, Jul 22, 2026, 2:09 PM

Subject: Leader Dog Applications in Michigan

Greetings, Michigan Lions Leaders!

| hope your new Lions year is off to a great start and that you're enjoying the summer.

I am reaching out to you today to share some exciting news!

The Michigan Lions have consistently demonstrated what it means to lead through service. As our hometown Lions and the
most generous multiple districts, your continued support of our mission inspires us all and strengthens our ability to serve

those who need us most.

You also continue to be incredible advocates, ensuring individuals who are blind or have low-vision in your communities know

about our free programs. And that's where the exciting news comes in!

This past year our client services team processed 999 applications. Of those, we had 465 applications for our guide dog
program and 464 for our orientation and mobility program. Out of all the applications we received, Michigan ranked as the
highest state, with an impressive 167 applications!

| know this is because of Lions like you who share the stories of our clients and connect individuals with our website so they can
learn more about our life-changing programs. Please know your advocacy, combined with your generosity year after year,
continues to make a lasting impact not only on individuals from Michigan, but for individuals across the nation and around the

world.

It has been an absolute honor to work with each of you this past year, and | look forward to many more years of partnership as

we continue to change lives together. Thank you for all you do!

Please feel free to share this news within your districts and you can also share the numbers in the attached Michigan state

snapshot that gives you a glimpse into the work we've been able to do, serving alongside Lions in your community.
If you have any questions, or need anything, please don't hesitate to reach out.

Yours in service,

R Lion Claudia Gregory
Manager of Lion Engagement
p» Leader Dogs for the Blind
P: 248.339.2005 | LeaderDog.org
1039 S. Rochester Rd., Rochester Hills, Ml 48307

LEADER DOGS n You
FOR THE BLINEC m

Upcoming Out of Office:
- July 30 to Aug 4, Vacation
- August 11, Vacation

<

Request a speaker or materials and view giving options on our website.
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TAKING
:LEAD

&
How do you know when it's time for a guide dog to retire

Every guide dog partnership eventually reaches an important
milestone—but that doesn't make it any easier.

On this week's episode of Taking the Lead, Timothy shares what
it's been like to recognize the signs that his guide dog, Glacier,
is nearing retirement after years of working together.

It's an honest conversation about one of the most emotional
parts of the guide dog journey, while also offering a behind-the-
scenes look at the remarkable life cycle of a Leader Dog—from
puppy raising to training, matching with a client and, ultimately,
a well-earned retirement.

In this episode, you'll hear:
+ How guide dog handlers know when it may be time to
consider retirement
» The options available when a guide dog retires
» How Leader Dog continues to support clients through every
stage of the partnership

Whether you're a guide dog user, puppy raiser or simply love
learning about these incredible dogs, this episode offers a
thoughtful perspective on the relationships that make every
guide dog team so special.

Listen to the episode now.

Thank you, as always, for being part of our community.

- Leslie

P.S. If you'd like to share this story with others, feel free to
forward this email or direct them to our podcast page.

Leslie Hoskins, COMS

Director of Outreach and Advocacy
Leader Dogs for the Blind
leslie.hoskins@LeaderDog.org

A

<@LEADERDO S
FOR THE BLIND

v
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Callemdar of [Eyents

Project Connect Gaylord — August 20, 2026 — 2 pm to 6 pm
KidSight screening and Diabetic retinopathy screening at Lions services info booth

Cabinet Meeting/Zone Chair training — August 22, 2026 — 10:00 am
Gaylord VFW/Landing Zone, 1200 Gornick Ave Gaylord MI 49735
Cabinet meeting followed by zone chair training.

October 2026

Governor Appreciation Party — October 04, 2026 — 12:00 p.m.
Landing Zone bowling alley/restaurant, 1200 Gornick Ave Gaylord Ml 49735

Governor Appreciation Party at Landing Zone restaurant/bowling alley. Fun for all, whether you are a
bowler or not! Watch for more information.

= PASSINGS REPORTED

We honor those who have passed; with sympathies & condolences to family & friends

NO Passings Reported

New Members Reported — July 2026 (or Earlier)

No Members Reported

Total: O New Members
G

On the Mend Reponted

on the mend: NO Reports Received

We wish all unwell Lions a successful and rapid recovery from their ailments!
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Boyne Valley Lions
JULY 2026 July 22, 2026 Meeting

Guests at the meeting today:
1. Sara Hartley - Boyne Arts Center

Upcoming Events:

1. The next club meeting is August 12th and our speaker will be Chris Baxter, BC Middle School Shoe Club.
2. BCHS Varsity Football vs. Alpena August 28th. Volunteers to arrive at 5:30

3. BCHS Varsity Football. September 4th vs. Charlevoix

4. Drag Races September 6th 10am - 5pm

East Jordan Lions
JULY 2026

District Governor Dennis Gocha presents Lions Dan Miller
and Linda Gocha with the prestigious Melvin Jones awards.

East Jordan Lions had their South Arm Classic Car Show
with 92 entries.They had a cash raffle, kids bike
raffle,awards for Peoples Choice and Best of Show.

s 2 — ! —
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DISTRICT 11-E2 NEWSLETTER 2026-2027



DISTRICT 11-E2 NEWSLETTER KINDNESS MATTERS AUGUST 2026

Editor’s Notes — 2026 by Lion David J. Zimmer
AUGUST 2026 — Heat & Smoke

August is the last full month of Summer, with calendar beginning Autumn in September. We have had
several beautiful days in early August, though a few days did have hot temperatures, a couple days in
high 80’s and even in to the 90’s in some areas.

If you were in northern Michigan in July 2026 and thought: "I've never seen the air this bad before."

That is consistent with the measurements. This wasn't just ordinary summer haze. Ontario and other parts of
Canada, especially northwest Ontario and areas north of Lake Superior. The important point is that in Mid-July
Michigan was experiencing an exceptional wildfire-smoke episode. Smoke was not simply coming from one fire
or one direction—it was a combination of large fires in northern Minnesota and Canada, favorable upper-level
winds, and a high-pressure system that trapped the smoke near the ground.

Michigan's EGLE issued a statewide hazardous air-quality alert on July 16, saying fine particulate pollution from
wildfire smoke had reached hazardous levels throughout Michigan, with the Upper Peninsula particularly hard
hit. Northern Michigan was getting smoke from two major source areas:

e Ontario and other parts of Canada, especially northwest Ontario and areas north of Lake Superior.
e Northern Minnesota, particularly fires around the Boundary Waters/Arrowhead.

During the severe smoke episode beginning around July 15-16, reports were describing more than 100 wildfires
actively burning in Canada at that time. Minnesota was much smaller in total number of fires, but the
northeastern Minnesota fires were extremely important to the smoke reaching Michigan. There were 17 active
fires burning in northeastern Minnesota, several were in or around the Superior National Forest and Boundary
Waters. These fires were producing substantial smoke that moved east toward Lake Superior and Michigan.

There wasn't one enormous fire responsible for Michigan's smoke. It was a large collection of fires over a broad
region, with several of the Minnesota and Ontario fires producing exceptionally dense smoke.

The National Weather Service office in Marquette explained the setup on July 16:

“A persistent upper-level ridge was parked over the central United States, putting Upper Michigan on its
northeastern side.

That created northwest flow aloft, while high pressure at the surface helped bring dense smoke from the
Minnesota Boundary Waters and northwestern Ontario directly toward Upper Michigan.”

The smoke didn't have to travel thousands of miles from western Canada. Some of the worst smoke affecting
northern Michigan was coming from relatively nearby fires in Minnesota and Ontario.

And then something else happened: the atmosphere wasn't mixing the smoke upward and away.

The high-pressure system helped trap the smoke close to the surface. That's why the sky could suddenly turn
brown/gray and the AQI could become extraordinarily bad even though there wasn't a wildfire anywhere near
your house.

AQI Basics for Ozone and Particle Pollution: The Air Quality index offers 6 levels of air quality: Green
(0-50) Air safe to breathe — Yellow (51-100) Moderate except most sensitive groups — Orange (101-150)
Danger to sensitive groups — Red (151-200) Sensitive groups health effects — Purple (201-300) Very unhealthy
— Maroon (301 and higher) Emergency conditions.

Probably not the most smoke Michigan has ever experienced—but it appears to have been one of the worst
events in modern records. The National Weather Service described Michigan's July 16 air quality as about the
worst recorded in at least 20 years.

Let’s hope that a smoke event like this one doesn’t appear again for more than 20 years!
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PICTURES OF THE MONTH

Nature’s Summer Beauty — & More

July 22,2026

This was taken on an afternoon.
The eery picture seemed to be
something from another planet.
The vision was unpleasant
enough, but the air quality was
bad enough to make some
people react to it with medical
need.

Let's hope that these events
will don’t occur very often.

Another natural “smoke” is a much more
beautiful tree than wildfire smoke.

The smoke tree is a stunning large shrub
or small multi-stemmed tree with eye-
catching purple or green foliage and
feathery flower clusters resembling
puffs of pink smoke. Also called smoke
bush, the colorful deciduous tree creates
a spectacular visual interest in a garden
landscape from spring until fall. In
addition, a smoke tree requires little
maintenance, making it an ideal
ornamental shrub for growing in most
climates.
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You Make the News = We Publish !

Didn’t find any mention of YOUR Lions Club in this issue

Send your information to: dlzim47@gmail.com

NOTE: Submissions received after the 4th of the month will be
printed in the next month issue

e Activities: Service Projects, Fundraising Events, Club Events — What You DO!

o Club Milestones: Awards, Club Officers, New Memberships, Passings — What
Is Happening With Your Members!

e Photos of Service Activities, Fundraising Events, Awards, etc.

* Photos: Should be 300 pixels for good quality. Include names of individuals

in photos, and/or describe what the photo is showing. Text: Include dates
and names (if applicable) for all events submitted. Text will be edited as

needed for space, spelling, corrections, etc.

This District is complex, with a variety of things going on throughout. We can
learn much from each other, and I’d like to see more communication among

Clubs for the growth and benefit of all.

Don’t be left outll

Racism has no place in our world.

Our organization depends on the incredible diversity
of our members around the world because great things

can only be achieved when we are united.

#kindnessmatters

ii '\'Jr -:3;\.\‘
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