
District Governor’s Message

Notable Quotes: “ All the greatest things are simple, and many
can be expressed in a single word: freedom; justice; honor;
duty; mercy; hope.” — Winston Churchill

Hello Fellow Lions of District 11-E2,

First, I would like to thank Immediate Past District Governor
Marie Leathers for serving our district so well over the past
year.

Our first cabinet meeting will be Saturday, August 22nd at
10:00 am at Gaylord VFW Post, 1200 Gornick Ave, Gaylord.
(The Landing Zone Bowling Alley and restaurant are in the
same building). If you aren’t available to attend in person,
Zoom will be available.

There will also be Zone Chair training and perhaps other officer training. With August
underway, there is still plenty of summer to go. Take the time to enjoy it with your
family. Opportunities always exist to serve, connect and grow! We Lions never take a
break from making a difference. Also bringing in new members isn’t just a goal – its
essential. Every new Lion brings fresh ideas, energy and the ability to reach more
people. Invite a friend, neighbor, or colleague to your next event.

Remember to report your service. Don’t forget-- if its not reported it didn’t happen in
the eyes of LCI. So be sure to log your club’s service activities into the portal. These
reports help show the full impact of our district and are needed to secure future
excellence awards for your club.

We still have a Childhood Cancer, Diabetes, International Convention and one Zone
Chair position open. It is for Zone 3 (Alpena, Alpena Evening, Hillman, and Hubbard
Lake).  The Zone Chair keeps the District informed of the clubs’ activities and shares
concerns and challenges the club may have. It is a great opportunity to exchange
ideas about programs,projects, activities and fundraising. If you can’t visit a club, you
can call or email them to find out their recent activities, and if they have any areas
you can help with. You can always consult with me to find the answers to any
questions they may have. You can email me at dennisgocha557@gmail.com or call
me at 231-350-1906.

LIONS LEAD THE WAY!

Yours in Service,

Dennis Gocha
District Governor
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2026-2027 DISTRICT OFFICERS
REFERENCE LIST

DISTRICT GOVERNOR
East Jordan Lions

Dennis Gocha
231-350-1906

dennygocha@gmail.com

IMMEDIATE PAST
DISTRICT GOVERNOR

Central Lake Lions
Marie Leathers

lionmarieleathers@gmail.com
231-350-0286

VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR
Kris Roberts

Central Lake Lions Club
 krobdi@gmail.com

701-409-9160

GLOBAL LEADERSHIP TEAM
District Coordinator

Marie Leathers
231-350-0286.

lionmarieleathers@gmail.com.

2nd VICE DISTRICT
GOVERNOR
BJ Sander

 (989)464-9885
bjsander618@outlook.com.

 GLOBAL SERVICE TEAM
District Coordinator

Linda Gocha,
231-350-0204,

dennygocha@gmail.com.

CABINET SECRETARY/
TREASURER

Barb Durflinger
Hillman Lions Club

lionbarb@comdac.com
989-742-2790

GLOBAL MEMBERSHIP  TEAM
District Coordinator

 Nancy Howse,
813-671-8426

jimhowse@yahoo.com

 GLOBAL EXTENSION TEAM
COORDINATOR

Steve Murch
stevemurch49707@gmail.com

/ 989-657-9277

Note:  This information is up to date at the time
of this publication, but is subject to change as
adjustments are needed.

ZONE 1 CLUBS ZONE 4 CLUBS

ZC Ron Morgan
Indian River Lions Club

theshootist65@gmail.com  /
231-881-5091

 Cheboygan, Indian
River, Mackinaw City,

Petoskey

ZC  Kay Gaines
Oscoda Lions Club

kgaines143@gmail.com
989-739-2779

Alcona, Glennie, Harrisville,
Lincoln, Oscoda

ZONE 2 CLUBS ZONE 5 CLUBS

ZC Dan Miller
Info to be included

Boyne Valley, Central
Lake, Charlevoix, East

Jordan, Elk Rapids
ZC No volunteer present

Info to be included
Beaverton,Grayling, Mio,

RosesCity,
Rosecommon/Higgens Lake

Governor’s Message 1
District Officers / Contents 2
LCIF Message 3
Leader Dog News and  Updates Info 4-7
Calendar of Events/ Passings /
New Members / Mends

8

 11-E2 Lion Clubs Activities 9
Editor’s Notes:  Heat & Smoke 10
Pix of the Month:  Summer Smokes 11
We Publish It/Racism Has No Place 12

District 11-E2 Website:
lionsdistrict11e2.org

ZONE 3 CLUBS

ZC No volunteer present
Info to be included

Alpena, Alpena Evening,
Hillman, Hubbard Lake,
Lewiston, Lewiston Lions

Lioness

mailto:dennygocha@gmail.com
mailto:dennygocha@gmail.com
mailto:stevemurch49707@gmail.com
mailto:stevemurch49707@gmail.com
mailto:theshootist65@gmail.com
mailto:theshootist65@gmail.com
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Fwd: Leader Dog Leading the Way - August 2026
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Fwd: Meet this year’s Future Leader Dogs
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Fwd: Leader Dog Applications in Michigan
---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Claudia Gregory <Claudia.Gregory@leaderdog.org>
Date: Wed, Jul 22, 2026, 2:09 PM
Subject: Leader Dog Applications in Michigan
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How do you know when it's time for a guide dog to retire

https://f9bem4gab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001IpfgnG52bj28ydvuc8RAL3HS7hIw4Ns2WotI0bOEFIO3AZ1rl1KEcNM6UNYaLo3_hsYXjIeIdx6kLWnI8IXEq82tOS5PhaZ6zuPNVILnoNlFQUwxPfHqtAj0zdL2Ok37sHhhQDU5BUTbTf04uHfkfxT8LgwtJD9cDuTcObdPDoXIgtuOtt0Y1g==&c=TEsfoh7x2QInuKwRDrzBkUkc6IOA2IbarVU1L43xMHDTwD6ucQl7IQ==&ch=lDCwe21cjkWiMe6v0_yit2nAR_tPlEKwSHJ-ck09ZiCAbyYGG8Y9bQ==
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August 2026

Project Connect Gaylord — August 20, 2026 — 2 pm to 6 pm
KidSight screening and Diabetic retinopathy screening at Lions services info booth

Cabinet Meeting/Zone Chair training — August 22, 2026 — 10:00 am
Gaylord VFW/Landing Zone, 1200 Gornick Ave Gaylord MI 49735
Cabinet meeting followed by zone chair training.

October 2026

Governor Appreciation Party — October 04, 2026 — 12:00 p.m.
Landing Zone bowling alley/restaurant, 1200 Gornick Ave Gaylord MI 49735
Governor Appreciation Party at Landing Zone restaurant/bowling alley. Fun for all, whether you are a 
bowler or not! Watch for more information.

On the Mend Reported
On the mend: No Reports Received

We wish all unwell Lions a successful and rapid recovery from their ailments!

New Members
 Information From Club Activities Sent In

We honor those who have passed; with sympathies & condolences to family & friends

NO Passings Reported

David Zimmer
Sticky Note
Accepted set by David Zimmer

David Zimmer
Sticky Note
Accepted set by David Zimmer

David Zimmer
Sticky Note
Completed set by David Zimmer

David Zimmer
Sticky Note
Completed set by David Zimmer
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Boyne Valley Lions
 JULY 2026     
Guests at the meeting today:
   1. Sara Hartley - Boyne Arts Center

Upcoming Events:
   1. The next club meeting is August 12th and our speaker will be Chris Baxter, BC Middle School Shoe Club.
   2. BCHS Varsity Football vs. Alpena August 28th. Volunteers to arrive at 5:30
   3. BCHS Varsity Football. September 4th vs. Charlevoix
   4. Drag Races September 6th 10am - 5pm

East Jordan Lions
 JULY 2026
District Governor Dennis Gocha presents Lions Dan Miller
and Linda Gocha with the prestigious Melvin Jones awards.

East Jordan Lions had their South Arm Classic Car Show
with 92 entries.They had a cash raffle, kids bike
raffle,awards for Peoples Choice and Best of Show.
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K i n d n e s s  M a t t e r s

Editor’s Notes — 2026  by Lion David J. Zimmer
AUGUST 2026 — Heat & Smoke

August is the last full month of Summer, with calendar beginning Autumn in September.  We have had
several beautiful days in early August, though a few days did have hot temperatures, a couple days in
high 80’s and even in to the 90’s in some areas.

If you were in northern Michigan in July 2026 and thought: "I've never seen the air this bad before."
That is consistent with the measurements. This wasn't just ordinary summer haze. Ontario and other parts of
Canada, especially northwest Ontario and areas north of Lake Superior. The important point is that in Mid-July
Michigan was experiencing an exceptional wildfire-smoke episode.  Smoke was not simply coming from one fire
or one direction—it was a combination of large fires in northern Minnesota and Canada, favorable upper-level
winds, and a high-pressure system that trapped the smoke near the ground.
Michigan's EGLE issued a statewide hazardous air-quality alert on July 16, saying fine particulate pollution from
wildfire smoke had reached hazardous levels throughout Michigan, with the Upper Peninsula particularly hard
hit. Northern Michigan was getting smoke from two major source areas:
● Ontario and other parts of Canada, especially northwest Ontario and areas north of Lake Superior.
● Northern Minnesota, particularly fires around the Boundary Waters/Arrowhead.

During the severe smoke episode beginning around July 15–16, reports were describing more than 100 wildfires
actively burning in Canada at that time.  Minnesota was much smaller in total number of fires, but the
northeastern Minnesota fires were extremely important to the smoke reaching Michigan. There were 17 active
fires burning in northeastern Minnesota, several were in or around the Superior National Forest and Boundary
Waters. These fires were producing substantial smoke that moved east toward Lake Superior and Michigan.
There wasn't one enormous fire responsible for Michigan's smoke. It was a large collection of fires over a broad
region, with several of the Minnesota and Ontario fires producing exceptionally dense smoke.
The National Weather Service office in Marquette explained the setup on July 16:

“A persistent upper-level ridge was parked over the central United States, putting Upper Michigan on its
northeastern side.
That created northwest flow aloft, while high pressure at the surface helped bring dense smoke from the
Minnesota Boundary Waters and northwestern Ontario directly toward Upper Michigan.”

The smoke didn't have to travel thousands of miles from western Canada. Some of the worst smoke affecting
northern Michigan was coming from relatively nearby fires in Minnesota and Ontario.
And then something else happened: the atmosphere wasn't mixing the smoke upward and away.
The high-pressure system helped trap the smoke close to the surface. That's why the sky could suddenly turn
brown/gray and the AQI could become extraordinarily bad even though there wasn't a wildfire anywhere near
your house.
AQI Basics for Ozone and Particle Pollution: The Air Quality index offers 6 levels of air quality: Green
(0-50) Air safe to breathe — Yellow (51-100) Moderate except most sensitive groups — Orange (101-150)
Danger to sensitive groups — Red (151-200) Sensitive groups health effects — Purple (201-300) Very unhealthy
— Maroon (301 and higher) Emergency conditions.
Probably not the most smoke Michigan has ever experienced—but it appears to have been one of the worst
events in modern records.  The National Weather Service described Michigan's July 16 air quality as about the
worst recorded in at least 20 years.
Let’s hope that a smoke event like this one doesn’t appear again for more than 20 years!
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 Nature’s Summer Beauty — & More

July 22,2026

This was taken on an afternoon.
The eery picture seemed to be
something from another planet.
The vision was unpleasant
enough, but the air quality was
bad enough to make some
people react to it with medical
need.

Let’s hope that these events
will don’t occur very often.

Another natural “smoke”  is a much more
beautiful  tree than wildfire smoke.

The smoke tree is a stunning large shrub
or small multi-stemmed tree with eye-
catching purple or green foliage and
feathery flower clusters resembling
puffs of pink smoke. Also called smoke
bush, the colorful deciduous tree creates
a spectacular visual interest in a garden
landscape from spring until fall. In
addition, a smoke tree requires little
maintenance, making it an ideal
ornamental shrub for growing in most
climates.
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Didn’t find any mention of YOUR Lions Club in this issue

Send your information to: dlzim47@gmail.com

NOTE:  Submissions received after the 4th of the month will be
printed in the next month issue

●Activities:  Service Projects, Fundraising Events, Club Events – What You DO!

●Club Milestones:  Awards, Club Officers, New Memberships, Passings – What
Is Happening With Your Members!

● Photos of Service Activities, Fundraising Events, Awards, etc.

* Photos:  Should be 300 pixels for good quality.  Include names of individuals
in photos, and/or describe what the photo is showing.  Text:  Include dates
and names (if applicable) for all events submitted.  Text will be edited as
needed for space, spelling, corrections, etc.

This District is complex, with a variety of things going on throughout.  We can
learn much from each other, and I'd like to see more communication among
Clubs for the growth and benefit of all.

Don’t be left out!!




