
Notable Quotes:  “A lie can travel halfway around the world 
while the truth is still putting on its shoes.”

–  Jonathan Swift, written in 1710. 

Hello District Lions,

     I am excited that convention time is here.  We are 
working hard to make it fun and informative.  It doesn’t 
matter if you are a new Lion or an old - I mean 
experienced - Lion.  There will be something there for 
everyone.  It will be a weekend of fun getting to know 
what Lions around our District are doing.  The Friday 
night mixer will have a barber shop theme.  With a little 
more help you can ensure that your District Governor 

will be cleaned up for the convention by donating to his LCIF shave fundraiser.  

Check out our district website at lionsdistrict11e2.org on how to donate on 
facebook or you can send a check made out to LCIF or District 11-E2 and 
mail it to Barb Durflinger 14946 Royston Road, Hillman, Mi 49746. You can 
also bring your donation with you to the mixer.  Our/Your Foundation can 
really use our help.  I said I would shave my hair and beard for $10,000. We 
are just under $4,000. With your help that will happen at the Friday Night 
Mixer. My sincere thanks to all the clubs and individuals who have already 
donated.

     Check out the district website for all the information on the convention.  
Our goal is to have something there for everyone and share our ideas with 
Lions from all around our district.  Hopefully make some new friends that will 
last a lifetime and take home some new ideas that will put some new 
enthusiasm into our clubs.

     Let’s make this the best convention yet.  April the 21st - the 23rd - come 
to some or all of it you won’t be disappointed. Remember the words of our 
International President “Together We Can”. 

Looking forward to seeing everyone there.

DG Rod 

 DG Rod Leathers 
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Vice District Governor’s Message

 Greetings fellow Lions. We're down to the final three months of the 
Lions year, can you believe it?

 Stop me if you've heard these before (yes, I realize you can't 
actually stop me – it's a saying): We Serve, Kindness Matters, Have 
Fun. OK that was easy, hopefully you've heard them all. We Serve and 
Kindness Matter are two slogans Lions use all the time. If you haven't 
heard Have Fun then you haven't read my monthly message before. 

 Having fun is a key component, I believe, to a successful Lions 
Club. No one volunteers to be part of something that isn't fun or 
rewarding. That's right – “volunteers to be part of something.” 

 We are all volunteers. We do what we do as Lions because we care about our communities. 
We don't receive financial compensation for our time, and no Lion expects or wants that – hence, We 
Serve. 

 Being a Lion means helping our community and trying to make life better for those who can't 
do it themselves – Kindness Matters. Sensing a theme?

 So of course we're going to address Have Fun. 

 First, why would we do something as a volunteer that is drudgery? Why would we get involved 
with something that feels like work? If that was the case, then just find more work to do. 

 Not all service or fundraising is fun and it can feel like a chore sometimes. But it's the outcome 
that makes it worth it. We know that if we do a service project or make a donation to a state project 
like Leader Dog or Lions of Michigan Foundation that someone is going to benefit from our work. 

 But we still need to have fun doing it. The camaraderie derived from the common goal of 
service should generate fun; not necessarily laugh-out-loud fun, but a sense of fun nonetheless. 

 In our never-ending search for people to join us and help us fulfill our mission, we need to 
make sure we appeal to those potential new members. And if we aren't having some fun, then why 
would those potential new members ever consider joining us on our mission to serve our community? 

 On top of that, if we look like we enjoy doing what we do while fundraising or performing 
service in the public, then we have more appeal to those who might donate to our fundraisers. Or, 
we might appeal to those who don't necessarily want to join us but would be willing to help us on a 
service project or two. Guess what, those people have one foot in the door and might wind up joining 
us in the future as club members. There's a plot twist you might not have thought about. 

 While there is a lot more about having fun that can positively affect your club, you can see 
having fun if a key component to a successful club. Try it with a smile, the effects might be 
contagious. 

 I hope to see you at the district convention later this month, where we should have some fun. 

 As always, Thanks for All You Do.  
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 President’s Message 
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The Convention is a great way to meet Lions just like you and learn what other clubs are doing in our District.  
Together we can learn new ways to make our own clubs better.

Friday night is a time of fun.  We will begin doing a Service Project putting together tool bags for Habitat for 
Humanity to give to their new home owners throughout our District.  There will also be a social time 
afterwards with a Barbershop theme, music, snacks and a cash bar.  The highlight of the evening will be when 
your District Governor will have his beard, mustache, and hair cut off if we can raise $10,000 for our Lions 
Clubs International Foundation.

Saturday will be a day learning with a session for all Lions and guests in addition to club officer training. You 
will hear from our State Projects and learn ways they can help you serve your community. The luncheon will 
feature a special message from Lion Carolyn Blankenship. After the District Raffle where you can win great 
prizes there will be the Saturday night awards banquet with a message from Past International Director BJ 
Blankenship from Tennessee, followed by the hospitality room to mix and mingle.

Sunday morning we will have a Memorial Service remembering all the great Lions we have lost since our last 
convention, followed by district elections.

Are you still wondering if the convention is for you? If you're receiving this email then the answer is YES!  Even 
if you can't attend the whole convention consider coming for what you can. It's a great opportunity to learn 
more about Lions Clubs, meet and do service with other Lions, and celebrate the largest service club in the 
world!  The convention is free to attend - the only costs are for meals and hotel rooms.

Don't delay - register today! March 15 is the deadline for the last drawing for a free meal at the convention! 
Online registration makes it easy to register. You can go directly to the online registration here or go the the 
district website lionsdistrict11e2.org for more information. After you submit your online registration you will be 
directed to an option to pay online or mail in a check for meals that require payment. 

If you're staying at the hotel, room reservations can be made directly through the Grayling Ramada Inn at 
989-348-7611. The front desk should answer this number but if you get a recording press ZERO to go to the 
front desk, or just try your call again later. Do not choose the option for reservations as that will take you to 
the national reservations line. Ask for the Lions’ Group Discount. A double room is $94.00, Queen $99 and Pool 
Side $109 plus taxes and fees. Reservation cut off is April 6, 2023. Breakfast is included with hotel reservation.

We hope to see everyone at the 2023 District Convention!  
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 Lions District 11-E2 Service Project
comdac@comdac.com 

This is a reminder that we still need a few things so that we can make up 50 bags of tools for new Habitat 
homeowners.  So far 8 clubs have participated.  If your club could provide something for the bags, please 
sign up.  If you prefer to send a check, I can purchase remaining items, but please don’t wait until the last 
minute as I get very busy before the convention!  My contact information is below.  The service project will 
be Friday night at the convention (4/21), so be sure that you get your donated tools there on time.

CST Barb

From: Marie Leathers

Sent: Tuesday, February 21, 2023 11:28 AM

To: ComDaC

Subject: Lions District 11-E2 Service Project

Club Presidents and Secretaries,

The service project for the District Convention will be to assemble 50 homeowner tool bags with new basic 
tools that we will present to Habitat for Humanity at the Friday night mixer on April 21, 2023.  Habitat for 
Humanity will give them to new homeowners through their homeowner program. Can your club donate any 
new tools for the Service Project? 

To sign up click HERE which will take you to the form to see how many of each item is still needed and also 
be able to sign up.

Note:  on some devices you might only see how many of each item is needed and not see 

the sign up form. If that happens you can access the sign up form directly HERE. 

If you have any problems using the form you can just email or call me and I will let you know what's still 
needed and get you signed up. 

Consider contacting the owner or manager of your local hardware store to purchase your tools. Take the 
opportunity to tell them what Lions are all about, along with the details of the service project. They may 
make a donation or give you a discount, or they might even be the next Lion to join your club! If your club 
would prefer to make a monetary donation towards the purchase of tools please let me know and send a 
check payable to Lions District 11-E2 to Barb Durflinger, 14946 Royston Road, Hillman, MI 49746. 

THANK YOU!

WE SERVE!

Marie Leathers

District 
11-E2 Service Chair
231-350-0286
marie@centrallakerealty.com
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Fellow Lions,
We hope you’ve been able to participate in the first two of a series of 5 informational sessions which highlight the 
value of our State Projects and their impact in our communities. Attached is the schedule for the final three 
sessions.  Each of these presentations will be recorded and available soon on our state YouTube channel.
Registration for all presentations is at lionsofmi.com/projects.
Thank you for your support of our Lions State Projects!
Lion Wendy Burns
Wendy Burns, Executive Director
Lions Clubs of Michigan
5730 Executive Dr., Lansing, MI  48911
Direct Line 517.887.6640 ext. 103  Fax 517.887.6642
www.lionsofmi.com
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Memorial Service
comdac@comdac.com
At our district memorial service this year, we will be displaying pictures of our deceased Lions.  Attached is a list of those 
reported this year.  Please send the picture you would like to use to DG Rod (leathersrod@gmail.com).  If you have 
deceased members who have not been reported yet, let me know.  If anyone passes away prior to the convention, let 
me know that as well.  Thanks for your help!
It would be great if there could be at least one member from each club that is honoring a deceased member there at 
the service on Sunday morning.  If you need information, let me know.
CST Barb

Marie Leathers:
Instead of emailing photos to DG Rod, please upload photos to the shared drive:
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/10ZA6fn_l4gXAGui_C4G-N6sUBAeSVXSf?usp=sharing
Or you can email photos to lionsdistrict11e2@gmail.com 
Please change the name of the photo to be the Lion's name so I will know who they are.
Thank you,
Marie
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DISTRICT NEWS

District Fund Adjustments
At the last cabinet meeting we discussed making some adjustments to the district project funds to reflect the 
additional priorities that Lions International has since these were first established, and to reallocate funds from 
underutilized funds to those we are using more, as well as creating a new hunger fund since many of the district 
clubs are now doing projects in their communities to assist the food insecure.

Attached is a spreadsheet with suggested changes, and reallocations of funds.  It combines the medical funds, 
and creates a new hunger fund.  I provided the actual expenditures from the last three years so you can see 
how the current funds are being utilized.  This will be further discussed and voted on at the district business 
meeting at the convention on Saturday.  It would be great if we could have representatives from every club there 
to provide input.  If you will not have a representative at the business meeting, please send your comments on 
this to either your zone chairperson, to me, or to DG Rod. 

 Hope to see you all at the convention!

 CST Barb

989-742-2790

lionbarb@comdac.com Continued 

Lions serve. It’s that simple, and it has been since we first began in 1917. Our clubs are places 
where individuals join together to give their valuable time and effort to improving their 
communities, and the world.

Our Mission
To empower volunteers to serve their communities, meet humanitarian needs, encourage peace and 
promote international understanding through Lions clubs. 

Lions District 11-E2 consists of 26 clubs in Alcona, Alpena, Antrim, Arenac, Charlevoix, Cheboygan, 
Crawford, Emmet, Gladwin, Iosco, Kalkaska, Montmorency, Ogemaw, Oscoda, Otsego, Presque Isle 
and Roscommon counties in the northern lower peninsula of Michigan.

If you would like to learn more please explore our website and also visit our Facebook page. If you 
would like to serve your community contact a Lion in your community today! You can use the Lions 
Club Locator to find a club in your area. 
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APRIL 2023

April Fools Day — April 1,2023    Easter — April 9,2023

District Cabinet Meeting — April 21, 2023  — 4:00 pm — Free —  Grayling Ramada

District Convention Friday Night Mixer — April 21, 2023 — 6:00 pm — FREE
Ramada Inn, Grayling, MI
Friday Night Mixer — service project, DG shave if we raise $10,000 and PID shave 
if we raise $20,000.  Barbershop music, snacks, cash bar and FUN!

District Convention — April 22, 2023 — All Day — FREE except for meals — Ramada 
Inn, Grayling, MI — See Itinerary on Convention page

District Convention — FREE — Ramada Inn, Grayling, MI —Memorial Service and 
District Elections

NONE REPORTED

We honor those who have passed; with sympathies & condolences to family & friends 

On the Mend Reported 
NONE REPORTED
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Boyne Valley Lions 
 MARCH 2023 

Main Street has again asked the Lions to cook hot dogs and serve snacks and beverages for the participants 
of Buff Up Boyne on Saturday, April 29th.  Lions agreed to cook hot dogs, serve beverages, and chips at the 
pavilion

Central Lake Lions 
 MARCH 2023  

These are two new donations 
in addition to our usual State 
and Local donations.  The 
Antrim County Sheriff's Dept 
donation will extend the safe 
driving program to schools 
throughout Antrim County.

$2,700 Lions Donation 
to Antrim County 
Sheriff Dept for High 
School Driving Safety 
Program

The donation to Central Lake 
Public Schools will assist 
their school food pantry, 
expand STEM programs and 
the Social Emotional 
Learning program to assist 
students re-adapt after 
COVID restrictions.

$11,500 Lions Donation to 
CLPS for STEM, SEL, Field 
Trips and the Trojan Food 
Pantry
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East Jordan Lions 
 MARCH 2023 

East Jordan Lions Bill Chase, Ron Warnos and Tim 
Streufert showed their Lionism by building a ramp for a 
couple needing it after he'd had a stroke.  

East Jordan Lions welcomed new member Laura 
Czaja-Robinson.  She is pictured with King Lion 
Bill Chase and her sponsor Denny Gocha.

East Jordan Lions welcome new members Scott 
Kendzierski and Lindsey Bassett. We're so glad to 
have them!  They are pictured with Lion Denny 
Gocha and King Lion Bill Chase. Denny is Scott's 
sponsor. Paul Michael (not pictured) is Lindsey's 
sponsor.
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Oscoda Lions 
 MARCH 2023 

Oscoda Lions held their 15th Annual Bowling  tournament, we 
had 192 bowlers , prizes for everyone. Of course, everyone 
had a good time. Oscoda Lions would like to thank everyone 
we participated and help in this event. WE SERVE. 

Petoskey Lions 
 MARCH 2023 

After hearing a short talk by Kathy Petersen, Executive Director of Northmen Den Youth Pantries (NDYP), about 
student hunger in Emmet County, Lions decided to shift our annual student scholarship fund to aid the hungry 
children in our community, helping more needy individuals for our money.  A check for $500 was sent to the 
NDYP, and we plan to have more funds for them after our upcoming fundraisers.
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Editor’s Notes — 2023  by Lion David J. Zimmer

HUNGER HURTS: Children  In Need In Paradise
Most of us Northern Michiganders consider ourselves lucky to be living in such a beautiful area,  where lakes 
and forests draw tourists from other states as well as from southern Michigan.  Emmet County is considered 
an affluent area, part of Michigan’s 300-mile western “Gold Coast” shoreline paradise.  In the summer, Emmet 
County triples in the number of people living here – people with money enough to have a summer home up 
here, and many fortunate to have massive fortunes; big players in business, celebrities, and sport icons. 

Of course we all know that most Emmet County locals don’t have that level of wealth.  However, I was 
gobsmacked when I learned that almost half of the students attending schools in our county live in hunger.   
Kathy Petersen, Executive Director, Founder and Volunteer of Northmen Den Youth Pantries, talked to Petoskey 
Lions about Emmet’s hunger problem.  The following info is taken verbatim from a NDYP flyer and newsletter: 
“It’s hard to believe, having million-dollar vacation homes on the shores of Lake Michigan and area lakes, there is 
such HUNGER in our paradise.  But there is!   According to www.mischooldata.org, Emmet County’s public schools 
have 2,036 middle and high school teens with 913 eligible for free or reduced-cost lunches determined by family 
income.  That’s 49% – as many as 1 out of 2 teens in Emmet County are dealing with HUNGER.
(MISCHOOLDATA.org Search economically disadvantaged students for any K-12 school year public school district 
2021-2022) School Year.

— 49% of Emmet County Youth Deal with HUNGER Daily
 —  Alanson - 1 out of 2 students   —  Harbor Springs - 1 out of 4 students
 —  Pellston - 1 of 2 students     —  Petoskey - 1 out of 3 students

On average a student receives $13.00 worth of food in each bag for the weekend.

School-Based Youth Pantries At Emmet County Public Schools:

Petoskey Middle School, Northmen Den – Opened on November 18, 2016
Petoskey High School, Northmen Den – Opened in September, 2017
Char-Em Alternative School: Crooked Tree High School, Culinary Kitchen Youth Pantry – Opened in Feb. 2022
Alanson Middle and High School, Viking Vault – Opened in March 2022
Harbor Springs, MS Harbor Hut, Opened in September 2017
Lakeview Academy, Lakeview Locker, Opened in 2018
Concord Academy, Concord Corner, Opened in October,2021
AIM Tutoring Pantry, Mitchell Mini-Mall, at NDYS after-school AIM Tutoring program in Petoskey
Pellston MS & HS Youth Pantry, Hornet Nest, Opened on May 6, 2022”

Petoskey Lions decided to support this needed hunger program, which is also a major Lions project.  I have to 
wonder, how many other communities in our District have the same situation?  A need to be fixed. 
    (Note:  The data may have slightly changed since the flyer & newsletter statistics were compiled.)

Lightning bolts from a Spring storm strike a skyscraper in 
New York City on April 1– a beautiful, frightening picture.

Right: The snow 
melt and rains of 
Spring fill the 
mighty Bear River – 
water rushing down 
to the harbor in 
Petoskey, where it 
will merge into 
Little Traverse Bay, 
and then flow into 
Lake Michigan.
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Didn’t find any mention of YOUR Lions Club in this issue? 

Send your information to:  

�” Activities:  Service Projects, Fundraising Events, Club Events – What You DO!

�” Club Milestones:  Awards, Club Officers, New Memberships, Passings – What 
Is Happening With Your Members!

�” Photos of Service Activities, Fundraising Events, Awards, etc.

* Photos:  Should be 300 pixels for good quality.  Include names of individuals 
in photos, and/or describe what the photo is showing.  Text:  Include dates 
and names (if applicable) for all events submitted.  Text will be edited as 
needed for space, spelling, corrections, etc.

This District is complex, with a variety of things going on throughout.  We can learn much 
from each other, and I'd like to see more communication among Clubs for the growth and 
benefit of all.

Don’t be left out!!


