
Notable Quotes:  “Let us be the ancestors our descendants 
will thank.”  —  Winona LaDuke

Hello	District	Lions,

						We	are	at	the	end	of	our	Lion	Year	once	again.		It	is	time	

to	take	a	hard	look	at	the	things	we	have	done	right	and	

the	things	that	might	need	a	little	attention	this	coming	

year.		So	far	our	District	membership	is	holding	at	a	plus	

3.		It	will	take	every	Lion	in	our	district	for	that	to	hold	

up	going	into	next	year.	 	Let's	make	that	final	push	this	

month	for	new	members	and	more	than	that	to	retain	the	members	we	already	

have.	 	 It	has	been	 several	years	 since	we	have	gone	 into	 the	new	year	with	

positive	members.	 	With	that	said	I	remind	you	 if	you	do	have	members	not	

renewing	they	need	to	be	dropped	before	1	July	or	your	club	will	be	responsible	

for	6	months	International,	State,	and	District	dues					

					It	has	been	a	privilege	and	an	honor	to	have	served	our	District	as	District	

Governor	this	past	Lion	year.		I	am	very	proud	of	the	positive	things	happening	

around	our	District	and	I	am	looking	forward	to	continuing	serving	our	District	

as	 a	Past	District	Governor.	 	Now	we	 all	need	 to	 support	 our	new	District	

Governor	Lion	Steve	Murch	 from	Alpena	Lions	Club	and	help	our	District	 to	

continue	 to	 grow	 in	membership	but	more	 important	 than	 that,	 to	 grow	 in	

Service.		Always	remember	“Where	There	Is	A	Need	There	Is	A	Lion”.

In	the	words	of	our	International	President	“Together	We	Can”.

DG	Rod

 DG Rod Leathers 
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Vice District Governor’s Message

 Greetings fellow Lions. We are in the home stretch of the 
current Lions year, meaning DistrictGovernor Rod Leathers is in 
his final month of leading the district. Governor Rod stepped up 
and filled the void after already having been district governor 
previously. I thank him for taking on the role and leading our 
district a second time.

 I begin as your district governor next month, and look forward 
to working with 1st Vice District Governor-Elect Dennis Gocha and 
2VDG-Elect Marie Leathers to making our district all it can be. My 

message next month will list my goals for my year as your district governor and how we all can 
work together to achieve them.

 This month, however, I want to tell you about me and my Lions journey. I was inducted 
as a Lion in January 2010, but I became a Lion during our club's annual Old Newsboy Sale that 
December. We all have that moment – and we all can relate to it – when we truly realize the 
impact we have as Lions.

 A woman I would estimate to be around 80 years old bought a paper from me and told 
me that she always donated to our club during our various street sales because her husband 
still talked about how his family was helped by the Lions when he was a young boy. She said 
he never forgot how our club had helped and was eternally grateful. It was at that moment 
that I really understood the positive impact we can have on others.

 I'm a third generation Lion who can trace his roots back to the beginning of our club in 
1926. My dad was my sponsor, as was his dad his sponsor. I was somewhat of an honorary 
Lion prior to that, volunteering to help occasionally before becoming a member.

 I quickly embraced being a Lion and continued to do my part serving. While I call myself 
The Reluctant District Governor because I had a different role in mind after being a zone chair, 
I look forward to working with all of you. In all honesty, I took the position because as we 
looked around, there wasn't anyone else likely to step up, hence the reluctance.

 I promise you this, that I will give 100 percent to this position and hope that we can look 
back at my year as one of growth and prosperity for the district. There's a line in the song 
“Glorious” byMacklemore that hits home for me:

 “I heard you die twice, once when they bury you in the grave/And the second time is the 
last time that somebody mentions your name/So when I leave here on this earth, did I take 
more than I gave?/Did I look out for the people or did I do it all for fame?”
 When my year as DG finishes, I hope you will think I was a positive contributor.

  That's my story, what's yours?
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LCI President’s Message 
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About LCICon
New to LCICon?
Get the details on the Lions Clubs International Convention

Every year, Lions and Leos from around the world gather in one place to celebrate the past, present 
and future of service. It’s when we catch up with friends from around the world, see what’s going on 
in the organization, and make decisions about the future.

What goes on at LCICon?
Fellowship & Service

LCICon is an opportunity for fellowship for Lions and Leos. It’s the perfect place to reunite with 
friends and colleagues from around the world and experience service together.

The Exhibit Hall

At every LCICon, there’s an Exhibit Hall. Walking around, you’ll find a place to connect with Lions 
International staff, ask questions, learn about new resources. There are also opportunities to share 
your service stories, grab new gear in the Lions Shop, learn more about our digital products in the 
Tech Zone and see our foundation’s impact and donate directly.

Plenary Sessions

The Plenary Sessions are one of the main draws at LCICon. During the three sessions, Lions hear 
from incredible keynote speakers, listen to leaders speak about what Lions have achieved — and 
what’s coming next. And, of course, there’s plenty of world-class entertainment to enjoy.

The International Election

LCICon is also the venue of the annual International Election, when certified delegates from clubs 
around the world cast their votes for the future leaders of the organization.

The Parade of Nations

The convention isn’t all business. We also celebrate our diversity with a parade where Lions and Leos 
can showcase their culture and pride as they march together through the streets of the host city.

The 105th Lions Clubs 
International Convention 
will be in Boston on July 7-
11, 2023. Celebrate service 
with your fellow Lions and 
Leos! Register at

 https://bit.ly/3WPCA0M.     
#LCICon2023
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Dear Lions Club Officer, 

The annual meeting for the installation of club officers is a long-time Lions club tradition, usually held 
as the first meeting of the new fiscal year. It is a celebratory event that is an opportune time for a 
club to:

 1. Express gratitude to the previous board members.

 2. Honorably transfer authority and responsibility from current leaders to newly-elected 
directors and officers.

 3. Recognize club members who have provided excellent leadership and service to the club 
the previous year.

 4. Celebrate the club’s service and positive effect on its community.

 5. Acknowledge community members who provided outstanding support to the club’s ser-
vice.

 6. Recognize long-time members of the club for their dedication.

 7. Provide an opportunity to share the club’s goals and chosen program of service for the 
upcoming year. 

 8. Celebrate club milestones, such as the club’s anniversary or a long-lasting community ser-
vice program.

To further assist you, download your copy of the Club Officer Installation Ceremony guide today. This 
guide also provides helpful tips in the areas of:

 Officiator of the Installation Ceremony

 Seating for a Formal Installation

 Scripts for Installation of Directors and Officers

 Logistics

 Promotions

 Formal Set-up

 And much more

Looking for ways to recognize your members’ achievements? Remember to visit the Lions Shop for 
awards, certificates and much more to help make your Installation Ceremony one to remember. Mar-
keting is also a great way to spread the word. Visit the marketing chairperson webpage to learn how 
you can use our wide variety of marketing tools to make an impact and highlight your members.
Should you have any questions, please contact us at by phone at +1 (630) 468-7084 or by email at 
clubofficers@lionsclubs.org. 
Sincerely,
Your District and Club Administration Division Team
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Dear Club Secretary,

As we approach the end of the Lion year, please review 
these 
important steps to help your club maintain up-to-date 
information in MyLCI or your local reporting tool. 

1. Update your Club Roster: As club secretary, it is 
important to maintain an accurate club roster. Log 
in and make sure that your club’s roster is current 
and that each member’s contact information is 
correct, including email addresses. We recommend 
that you log on monthly to keep your club’s 
information up to date.

2. Report newly elected officers: Make sure to report 
your new club officers. Reporting your newly- 
elected officers ensures that the club will continue 
to receive important information, updated billing 
statements and continued access to your club’s 
roster.

3. Review your club’s meeting information: If your 
club’s meeting location, date and/or time have 
changed, make sure to update this information so 
that Lions International has the most up-to-date 
information.

If you have any questions about accessing MyLCI, please contact 
the MyLCI team at mylci@lionsclubs.org or by phone at (630) 
468-6900. 
And finally, don’t forget to log into MyLion to report your 
club’s service projects. To learn more about service 
reporting, visit the Service Reporting webpage. For questions 
regarding MyLion, please contact mylion@lionsclubs.org. 
We look forward to supporting you and your club. Please 
contact us if you have any questions by phone at +1 (630) 
468-7084 or by email at clubofficers@lionsclubs.org.
Sincerely,
Your District & Club Administration Team
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Lions of Michigan 
District 11 E-2

Cabinet Meeting Minutes. April 21, 2023

Cabinet Members in Attendance- DG Rod Leathers, 1VDG Murch, CST Durflinger, IPDG Gaines, 
GST/ZC Marie Leathers, GLT Zeller, ZC Dennis Gocha and ZC Kane
Cabinet Members Absent - None
Lions in Attendance - CC Ron Gibson, PDG Bob Gingerich, Jean Manning, Linda Gocha, Shirley Hill , 
Bill Chase, Di LaBeau, Chuck Brew, Ginny Brew, Mark Lowis, Shelley Lowis, Bob LaBeau and Donna 
Paradis Guests- Duane Durflinger, John Peiffer

The meeting was called to order at 4:00 PM by DG Leathers. The invocation was offered by 
1VDG Murch. The Pledge of Allegiance was led by ZC Denny Gocha. Council Chair Ron Gibson 
was introduced by DG Leathers.
Secretary's Report - Minutes of the 3/11/23 cabinet meeting were presented by CST Durflinger. 
It was moved by lVDG Murch, supported by ZC Kane that they be accepted as presented. Motion 
carried. There was no correspondence.
Treasurer's Report - The YTD 2022-23 financial reports were presented, showing a beginning 
balance in the admin account of $38,625.41, income of $15,708.00 and expenses of $20,321.00, 
leaving an ending balance in the admin account of $34,012.41 as of 4/20/23. This consists of 
$32,591.30 in admin and $1,421.11 in convention funds. The projects account showed a 
beginning balance of $32,078.77, income of $38,871.92 and expenses of $32,602.06, leaving 
an ending balance of $38,348.63 as of 4/21/23. It was moved by IPDG Gaines, supported 
by ZC Gocha that the reports be accepted as presented. Motion carried.
Old Business - None.
New Business - Creation of Hunger Fund- CST Durflinger reported that a cabinet approved 
financial reorganization plan was sent out to the clubs, and would be voted on at the business 
meeting.

Hearing Aid Policy - A  recent request from a club for hearing aid funding brought up the 
need to create a policy for disbursement of district funds to purchase hearing aids. This will be 
discussed at the business meeting.
GLT Report- GLT Zeller turned in a written report. He added that there is lots of available training. 
The district needs leadership, and training is available for anyone interested in serving on the district 
level.
GMT Report - IPDG Gaines reported that we are at 697 members right now, +8 from last year, 
but we will have to work on retention so we don't lose ground with people dropping in June.
GST Report - GST Marie Leathers thanked the clubs that contributed tools or funds to purchase 
tools for the service project for Habitat for Humanity tonight. She also thanked those who 
contributed socks for the State Convention service project.
Zone Chair Reports- ZC Gocha turned in a written report. ZC Leathers reported that she has 
a goal of making the Gahagan Nature trail and Ski for Light zone projects. There are tables in the 
atrium for both.
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so people can get more information. ZC Kane reported that she just returned from the south, 
and her main efforts were to encourage zone clubs to attend the convention.

Committee Reports Written Reports were provided by: Bear Lake Camp- PDG Zeller, 
Constitution and By-Laws- PDG Zeller, Credentials- Lion Bob Nelden, District Editor- 
Lion Dave Zimmer, Environmental- PDG Bodem, Eversight- Lion Bethany Hedgepath, 
LCIF- PDG Durflinger, Lions of Michigan Foundation- Lion Diane Skop, Nominations- 
Lion Diane LaBeau, Project KidSight- Lion Nate Slezak and Lion Linda Harris, USA/Canada 
Forum- PDG Zeller

Oral Reports- All State Band- PDG Durflinger reported that we have 2 students in the band 
this year. She checked and they both need funds. It was moved by lVDG Murch, supported 
by ZC Leathers that we donate $500 to each student. Motion carried. PDG Durflinger will follow 
up on where clubs should send checks if they want to support the students. Convention 
Raffle- Lion Bill Chase reported that tickets and letters were sent out to all clubs, and clubs 
that had not been participating were called. So far of the 23 clubs who were sent tickets, 7 
have returned them. He noted that most come in right before the raffle, so he wasn't too 
worried. Peace Poster- Lion Jean Manning reported that the Peace Poster winner will be 
attending the convention luncheon where her prize will be presented. She has the Peace Poster 
kits as well as the special size paper needed that clubs can pick up in the atrium. The theme 
for the coming year is "Dare to Dream." District Convention- PDG Gingerich said people 
are getting registered, and everything seems to be all set. Elections- Lion Bob LaBeau 
reported that everything is ready for the Sunday morning elections. MD-11 Convention- PDG 
Gingerich reported that the MD-11 Convention will be in Muskegon this year from May 18-20. 
The picnic this year is on a naval vessel, so something unique.

Audience Comments- None.

VDG Comments- lVDG Murch reported that he is working on filling positions for next year. 
If you are interested in helping at the district level, please contact him.

DG Comments- DG Leathers said he just wanted everyone to have fun this weekend.

With no further business to conduct, the meeting was adjourned at 4:39. The next meeting 
will be announced later.

Respectfully submitted,
PDG Barb Durflinger, Cabinet Secretary/Treasurer
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Cabinet Meeting Report

April 21st 2023

Bear Lake Camp

Buffalo and Boar Wild Game Dinner Huge Success 

Upcoming Fund Raisers

2nd Annual Baseball Game and Picnic 7/14/2023 Golf 

Classic Fundraiser 8/20/2023

Wine and Craft Beer Fundraiser 10/20/202

Camp is looking to raise funds for Golf Carts to transport campers and staff. Cost of Carts is 
around $6500, can your club help, send donation marked Golf Cars

The Camp is looking for another Committee Person from this District 

See the Bear Lake Web page for details on these events.

GLT

Training tomorrow for Club Officers, also see training on LCI website, great classes.

Constitution and Bylaws

USA/Canada Forum

The Forum in 2023 will be held in Reno, Nevada Sept 21- 23. Registrations can be made 
online. Future Forums 2024 Louisville KY Sept 5 - 7, 2025 Atlantic City, NJ Sept 18 - 20.

Respectfully Submitted PDG 

Dave Zeller
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District 11-E2 Newsletter Editor Report: April 21, 2023 Cabinet Meeting
Lion Barb:
Clubs sharing information since our last Cabinet Meeting are shown in the table below.

Club newsletter submissions for April: 5 Clubs - 19%
Name           Months Participated 1 _ Name  Months Participated J

            Boyne Valley    1         Oscoda      1
     Central Lake    1         Petoskey      1

East Jordan    1

As there was only one month since the last Cabinet Meeting, there is little to report. Five of the 
usual submitting clubs sent in their activity data. The rest of the District remains muted.
Again, any District Lions Leaders who want to share something inspiring or informing to 
submit letters/columns/notes/ or photos are welcome to do so.
Any suggestions for newsletter enhancement are also welcome. Thanks to all for your support. 
Stay Safe and Serve on.
Lion David J. Zimmer
District 11-Ez Newsletter Editor
dlzlm47@gmail.com

comdac@comdac.com
From:  "Dennis Gocha" <dennygocha@gmail.com>
Date:   Tuesday, April 11, 2023 5:03 PM 
To:   "ComDaC'' <barb@comdac.com>
Subject:  Zone Chair report - Dennis Gocha 4/21/23

Petoskey Lions 
They are not donating to a scholarship, but are instead donating 
to the High School Northmen's Den to provide food to students.
Cheyboygan Lions
They have White Cane drive planned. They are doing highway clean up.
They are going to bartend at a NRA banquet on May 12th to earn
possibly $1400. 
They are giving out a trade school scholarship. They donate to a local food pantry.
East Jordan Lions
They are giving out 4 scholarships. 
They are going to do highway clean up. 
On April 8th, they had Easter Fun and Games for elementary age kids. 
They gave out prizes and candy.
They are planning to clean up their
co-owned Chippewa cabin at Camp Daggett in early May.
They just donated $1000 to the High ool Robotics Team.
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comdac@comdac.com
From: Date: To: Subject:
"Robert Nelden" <bobnelden@gmail.com> Tuesday, April 18, 2023 2:44 PM "comdac@comdac.com" 
<barb@comdac.com> Re: Credentials

I  have credentials from the following Clubs:

Alpena Central Lake 
East Jordan Grayling 
Hillman
Houghton Lake
Best regards

Bob

The following clubs are registered. Can you let me know if they have sent credential 
forms in? I'll send reminders out to the ones who haven't.
Barb

Alpena
   Boyne Valley 
Central  Lake 
East Jordan
   Elk Rapids 
Grayling 
Hlllman
Houghton Lake 
   Indian River
   Lewiston Lioness Lions 
   Mackinaw City
   Mio
   Oscoda
   Petoskey
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ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE REPORT: District 11 E-2 Cabinet Meeting, April 22, 
2023

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE ..... ln looking for environmental issues for this report, I 
found the title "Environmental Justice". I had no idea there was a group that dealt with 
environmental justice. Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia has much information on the 
subject. To begin, I am going to give a couple of quotes.

"Environmental justice is a social movement to address Environmental injustice, which 
is the exposure of poor and marginalized communities to harms from hazardous 
waste, resource extraction, and other land uses from which they do not receive 
benefits." "(1)  The movement has generated hundreds of studies showing that 
exposure to environmental harms is inequitable distributed." "(2)  The global 
environmental justice movement arises from place-based environmental conflicts" in 
which multi-national corporations are involved in resource extraction and/or other 
industries. These issues can become quite political in nature.

"The origins of the environmental justice movement can be traced to the indigenous 
environmental movement, which has roots in over 500 years of colonialism and 
ongoing struggles for sovereignty and land right." The terms 'environmental justice' 
and 'environmental racism' began in the U.S. in 1982 PCB protests in North Carolina 
with protests causing over 500 people to be arrested.

In the 1970s and 1980s "grassroots movements & environmental organizations pushed 
for regulations that pushed costs of hazardous waste disposal to escalate. This caused 
the movement to be criticized for its predominantly white influence.

Health impacts of disparate exposure in communities, Environmental racism, 
Hazardous waste, Land appropriation, Resource extraction, Relationships to other 
movements and philosophies are all important parts of the issues. In environmental 
law Cost barriers are crucial in resolving any issues. One can easily see how 
"Environmental Justice" can become a volatile political issue.

If you have any ideas or suggestions on this issue, please feel free to send them to me.

Beverly Bodem, Environmental Chair, Dist. 11 E-2 Lions

121 E. White St., Alpena, Ml 40707

989-354-4656 bodembd@charter.net
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Eversight District 11 E-2 Cabinet Meeting April 21, 2023
Bethany Hedgepath-District Chair Eversight

Eversight Events:
1.  Golf for Good! registration has launched and tickets are available at    
 eversightgolf.givesmart.com

 a.  The golf flier is attached.

b.  If you or someone you know is interested in joining the golf planning committee,  
  let Bethany Hedgepath (District Chair) know and she will get you to the right   
  person. We're always looking for new members!

2.   April is Donate Life Month
a.   On April 16th at 7 pm, Eversight hosted a "Getting to know your state   
    projects" session via Zoom.

   i.   The flier with the registration link is attached to this email.
ii.   Rod and Marie Leathers from 11-E2 were the MCs for this event

 iii.   This is the beginning part of a great series to promote to new Lions     
  members or anyone who wants a refresher on the State Projects.

    iv.   Registration for all presentations is at lionsofmi.com/projects
V.   Each of these presentations will be recorded and available soon on our 
  state YouTube channel.

Eversight News and Numbers:

1. From January 1 - March 27, we have had 365 cornea recipients and 385 cornea donors in 
Michigan.

a. District breakdowns are attached.
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LCIF Report

The Hillman Lions Club just received $2200 for a Community Impact Grant to upgrade the 
local band shell. They were the only applicant to use the funds. As we earn more each 
year, it would be nice if clubs would look around their communities for a project that 
would help with the quality of life in their area- upgrades of trails, playground equipment, 
park upgrades, etc.

Last year we ended the year with total contributions of $19,134.75, a 53% increase over 
the previous year as clubs increased their donations to Campaign 100. We still have 5 
clubs that never make a contribution to LCIF, which I find surprising with the amount of 
money that has come into our district recently between Covid relief, the Gaylord tornado 
and the Community Impact Grants. It would be wonderful if those clubs would consider at 
least a token contribution to OUR Foundation. So for this year our contributions total 
$10,055 from 15 clubs. Our average giving over the past 4 years is $13,395/year.

I recently sent out a list of where clubs stand with regards to awarding Melvin Jones 
Fellowships. I was surprised at how much some clubs have accumulated without selecting 
someone in their club for recognition. And remember that you can also award them to a 
deserving community member, or to someone who has been especially helpful to your 
club.

We currently have a special fundraiser going on for LCIF in the district. DG Rod has agreed 
to shave his head if we raise an additional $10,000 this year, and the PID who is visiting 
our convention this year will shave his head if we raise $20,000. You can make a 
contribution on Facebook, or can send a check made out to the district with a notation 
that it is for DG Rod's haircut. So far we have raised just over $4,000.

Thank you to the clubs who made special contributions to assist with the recent tornado 
damage down south. This one hits close to home to anyone who saw the damage in 
Gaylord. We are grateful to LCIF for their generous grant of $20,000 to use for rebuilding 
in Gaylord.

One of my projects for next year is to work on a Hunger Grant to help with infrastructure 
for organizations within our district that could do more for their communities if they had 
some additional equipment, etc. If clubs could begin to make contact with food pantries, 
etc, in their communities to determine their needs, it would be a great help for this project.

If anyone would like me to do a presentation to their club on LCIF, just give me a call. 

PDG Barb Durflinger
lionbarb@comdac.com
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LIONS OF Michigan Foundation report - 4/21/23

The Sight and Hearing raffle tickets are still available. Last year we sold 2,725 as a district, 
once again leading the state in ticket sales. Our goal for this year is 3,000. Lion Barb has extra 
tickets. Tickets will bring $3.50 into your club if you sell at least 35, and if you sell at least 100, 
you will receive $5/ticket, so a great fundraiser. We have 6 clubs that were in the 100 plus 
ticket club last year.

The cookbook fundraiser is still going on. They make great summer hostess gifts for that 
summer barbeque. The district has a supply we purchased. The cookbooks are $15 each, and 
when your club purchases 10 or more the cost is $10 each, so another great fund raiser.

The Kidsight program is becoming active again. Contact Lion Nate Slezak or Lion Linda Harris to 
schedule your event. The trailer is available for your community parades or festivals, so let me 
know if you would like to use it. We just received another camera, so there are three available  
in the district, so scheduling camera use is easier now.

At the recent board meeting, the individual assistance limit was raised from, $1,500 to $2,500, 
and for a multi-family need from $7,500 to $10,000. If you have a need in your community, 
please contact one of your trustees, either me or Lion Diane Skop and we will assist you with 
the application process.

Clubs are reminded that the Foundation has funds available to assist needy veterans or military 
families, and the funds are NOT restricted to medical needs. In the past, funds have been given 
for vehicle repairs, utility bill assistance, etc, so if you know of a needy veteran in your area,
talk to one of the trustees about getting an aid application. Contact your local veteran's 
assistance office an let them know that we can help. 

The supply issues with mints have continued, and right now only peppermint and frizzy fruit 
are available in limited quantities. Our supply of wintergreen should have been received the 
middle of March. Effective 1/1 the cost per case increased. Also given the increased of 
shipping, feel free to contact one of the trustees and we will be happy to pick up mints for you 
the next time we are in Lansing.

If you would like me to do a presentation on the Lions of Michigan Foundation for your club, 
please contact me.

Diane Skop, Trustee
Lions of Michigan Foundation
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Lions Michigan District 11 E-2 
Nominations Report

4/17/2023

Dear Cabinet Secretary-Treasurer Lion PDG Barb Durflinger, 

Two letters of  nomination have been received:

Lion DG, PDG Rodney Leathers has been nominated by the Central Lake Lions Club for the 
position of Lions of  Michigan Foundation Trustee

Lion 1ǥǦ Vice District Governor Steve Murch has been nominated by the Alpena Lions Club for the 
position of District Governor of District 11 E-2 for the 2023-24 Lions Year

There have been no nominations received for 1ǥǦ Vice District Governor nor 2ⁿǖ Vice District Governor. 

Respectfully Submitted,

Lion Diane LaBeau, Central Lake Lions Club 
District 11 E-2 Nominations Chair
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11E-2 District KidSight has screened 135 children since the last Cabinet Meeting.

135 Screened
124 Passed
11 Referrals

Upcoming Screenings :

4-28-2023  Rogers City Elementary
5-5-2023     St. John's Elementary
5-10-2023   St. Ignatius
5-12-2023   Lakeland Elementary
5-27-2023   Central Lake
7-4-2023     Central Lake July 4th Holiday

Please consider scheduling a KidSight Screening in your area.
Schools are a perfect place to start.
They only require a couple of people.
Think about doing a community screening with the summer months ahead.
Fairs are a perfect example of getting your club noticed in your community.

Please contact Dr. Nate Slezak, Linda Harris or Barb Durflinger to set up a screening.

Dr. Nate Slezak at Bignate34@gmail.com
Linda Harris at Lindish72@hotmail.com

Sincerely,
Linda Harris
KidSight Co-Coordinator

Lions Year to Date stats
Screened Passed Referred Unreadable 

Totals 291 262 26 0
8.93%

0
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DISTRICT NEWS
Sight and Hearing Ticket Seller Drawing 05/07/2023
The LMF Sight and Hearing ticket seller drawing was done at the board meeting on Saturday.  I am delighted 
to report the the Elk Rapids Lions won the top prize of $1,000!
Barb Durflinger
comdac@comdac.com



Lions Club Service Projects 05/11/2023
Dear Lion Club leader, (to unreporting clubs)
I am writing this as the District Service Chair because as of today according to MyLion there have been no 
service projects reported for your club for this fiscal year. I know all our clubs are doing great things in their 
communities and I also understand the cumbersome reporting system has led to a decline in reporting. I also 
want you to know that I'm here to help! 
My goal is to have every club report at least one service activity each Lions year. I am happy to do the reporting 
for you if you please just reply to this email and let me know what service projects you have done, when you 
did them, how many volunteers were involved and approximately how many volunteer hours. These are just 
estimated numbers, they do not need to be exact. If you have pictures please send them as well. Feel free to 
call or email with any questions.
Thank you so much for your service.
Marie Leathers
GST 11-E2
231-350-02866



Hacked email 06/02/2023
From: Wayne Schultz Sent: Friday, June 2, 2023   To: lionbarb@comdac.com   Subject: Hacked email
Lion Barb, the pearacrescw@ charter.net email has been hacked.  2 spam emails are going out; 1 is a survey 
about online shopping, has charter.net. The other asks for money or an Amazon gift, from aol.com.  
Could you pass a short message to the District, asking anyone receiving a pearacrescw email to delete.
Thank you in advance
Lions Carole & Wayne 



As this is the final month in the Lions’ fiscal year, lets give a big THANK YOU to the 
Leaders of the District and all the Clubs who brought us through another year.  The 
job of leading a group of people with many different ideas and passions can sometimes 
be difficult.  Those who put themselves in leadership positions know what they’re 
getting into, except for the few who may not anticipate what the job they’ve accepted 
actually takes.  Whether they loved their job, or will sigh in relief when its all over, 
they’ve worked hard, faced unexpected challenges, brought in new ideas, and kept 
our service clubs afloat in a choppy sea as our culture continues to change.  They 
need to know we appreciate their service to us.  So, Leaders of all levels, whatever 
your experience was this year, we Lions
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JUNE  2023

Father’s Day — June 18
Summer Solstice — June 21

JULY 2023

Independence Day —  July 4t
Lions Clubs International Convention — July 7-11 — Boston, MA  

On the Mend Reported 
NONE REPORTED*

Total: 4 New Members

Boyne Valley Lion ELAINE GRUNCH passed Saturday, May 13, 2023
Charlevoix Lion STEVE MICHAEL passed Thursday, May 1, 2023
Lincoln Lion PHILLIP JORDAN passed Wednesday, April 26, 2023

We honor those who have passed; with sympathies & condolences to family & friends 
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Boyne Valley Lions 
 MAY 2023 
 May 10 meeting

The Lions had a great showing for Adopt-
AHighway Saturday, May 6th . These Boyne 
Valley Lions helped clean up a 2-mile stretch of 
M75 from Boyne City to Boyne Falls. We serve! 

 Shown Below:  The most interesting items 
that our volunteers found during the Adopt-A-
Highway clean up on our stretch of M75. 

Lion Julie Hasse presented Lion Peter Moss with 
an award for the most interesting item picked up 
from the Adopt-A-Highway clean up. Peter's item 
was a small witch's hat that had been discarded 
on the road. Thanks for helping clean up - Peter!

 May 24 Meeting

Update on the Boyne City Mushroom Festival:  For their part in sponsoring 
this year’s Mushroom Festival, considered “one of the best festivals in a 
long time”, the BVLC will receive $11,800.65! 
Lion Mike Cain delivered a check from the city in the amount of $3,761.17 
for the Lions participation in the Drag Races in September of last year.

Lion Eleanor Sutliff received a 
chevron pin from the Lions 
District for serving as a Lion for 
10 years. 
(With Club President Lisa Luebke)

Police Chief Kevin Spate was our guest speaker 
today. Chief Spate, thanks for keeping our 
community safe! He truly serves!
(With  Club President Lisa Luebke)

Info From Meeting Notes
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Central Lake Lions 
 MAY 2023 
Central Lake Lions screened 25 children 
as young as 6 months old today (May 
27) at the Antrim County Petoskey 
Stone Festival.  They also spread the 
awareness of the importance of eye 
screenings, and have been asked to 
screen a home school group and also 
set up a screening at a craft fair.  If you 
would like to have a screening at your 
day care, preschool or elementary 
school, or at an event contact a Lion 
today!  There is NO COST, and financial 
assistance is available for any child 
referred for an eye exam and/or 
eyeglasses. 
WHERE THERE'S A NEED THERE'S A 
LION!

Oscoda Lions 
 MAY 2023 

Oscoda Lions Bill Gaines inducted two new members 
Mario Kiefer and Richard Parra, their sponsor was 
Lion Rick Ferrebee. 

Lions ramp builders Bill, Tony, and Jennifer built a ramp 
for an elderly woman.  Bill and Tony met at the 
lumberyard at 8:30 and loaded the materials. Jennifer 
met them at the jobsite plus the women’s daughter 
who had hot chocolate waiting. They built a 4x4 
platform with a 4x16 ramp and handrails. After finishing 
the work they talked to the daughter and they were 
happy with the job. We Sever
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Trivia:  Heavy Numbers

● What is the total weight of all humans on earth?  Homo sapiens contributes a total weight of 
390 million metric tons — 390 Metric Tons = 429.90141 Tons, or 859,802.82 Pounds.

● Humans account of only .01% of the weight of all living organisms on earth.

● If you gathered up all the spiders on the planet and placed them on a very large scale, together 
they'd weigh about 25 million tons, according to Nyffler and Birkhofer. For comparison, the 
Titanic weighed about 52,000 tons. The total mass of every spider on Earth today, in other 
words, is equivalent to 478 Titanics.

●  Quadrillions of spiders exist in the entire world in just about 50,000 known species.  To clarify, 
a quadrillion is 1 followed by 15 zeros. Alternatively, it is a billion multiplied by a million.

Corona Virus  COVID–19
As of June 4th, the Covid statistics for the USA: 

Total Deaths      Total Recovered     

1,166,043        105,278,229      

The World Health Organization declares an end to the Covid-19 global health 
emergency:

 Covid-19 is no longer a global health emergency, the World Health Organization said on Friday, 
May 5, 2023

End of the United States Federal COVID-19 Public Health Emergency (PHE) Declaration:

May 11, 2023, marked the end of the federal COVID-19 PHE.  After this date, CDC's authorizations 
to collect certain types of public health data will expire.

Due to the number of vaccinated and people who survived the virus and have some immunity 
advantage, the Pandemic is over.  No mandate  for masks or quarantine.

Of course, Covid-19 is still around, but it’s not the threat it once was.  It’s now in the level of other 
deadly diseases, such as the flu viruses.  People will still catch it, and some will die, just as they do 
with the flu.  There will be vaccines for ongoing variant Covid threats, but the fear and statistics will 
be less – only the rise of a new deadly Covid variant would be force us back into emergency mode.  

The numbers above show that there are still some places with numerous case, as the statistic Active 
Cases is at nearly 170 thousand.   Since monitoring cases in may areas has discontinued, we don’t 
know the real numbers.  That’s been a problem from the beginning of the Pandemic.  Most health 
individuals and organizations say that actually numbers are much higher, and have been all along.  
We know there were many over 1 million deaths caused by Covid in the USA, but we’ll never know 
the real number we lost.   

This is the last of the Covid data pages, and I am very glad I won’t have all those tragic numbers to 
deal with – I’d rather be looking at something more positive, and there is a lot of that out there. 

(Info from CDC, WHO other data websites)
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Editor’s Notes — 2023  by Lion David J. Zimmer

GENERATIONS
A generation is a group of people born at roughly the same time,  usually grouped by a 20-year time interval.
The Greatest Generation – born 1901-1924:  These folks were indelibly impacted by the Great Depression, 
and then went off to fight in World War II. This group represents the majority of soldiers in World War II. They 
popularized jazz and swing music, the wild provocational music of the times. Due to the current events of this 
generation, raising a family put a premium on traits like hard work and grit. If still with us, these folks are 
between the ages of 99 and 122.
The Silent Generation – born 1925-1945:  Actually the smallest group, due to consequences from the Great 
Depression and World War II. The silent generation famously got their name for being so conformist that they 
were silent through the McCarthy era when the fear of Communism swept the country. During this era, kids 
were expected to earn their way through life using a strong work ethic., People in this group are between 78 
and 98. 
The Baby Boomer Generation – born 1946-1964:  Baby boomers, along with Millennials, are one of the 
most misunderstood and mislabeled groups of the entire list. Gen Z may think of Baby Boomers as their 
out-of-touch grandparents ("OK, Boomer"), but they had a wild youth we often don't talk about. Boomers are 
so named after their parents came home from WWII, and the American population exploded. Baby Boomers 
defied their parents, protested the Vietnam War, and created the "Summer of Love." Boomer parents notably 
redefined parenting,  being the first generation to look at their kids' perspective of growing up, and starting the 
concept of having family meetings. The baby boomers are actually one of the most relevant groups in modern 
society as they were integral and present for many of the technology advances in the last 50 years. They have 
been more adaptable to modern growth and learning how to function in today’s technological age. Boomers are 
between the ages of 59 and 77.
Generation X – born 1965-1979:  As with Baby Boomers, Gen X’ers are the most relevant generation of 
modern times, in relation to technology and serve almost as a bridge from older populations to younger ones. 
So often dismissed as the slacker generation, Generation X lived through the AIDS epidemic, MTV culture, and 
a shifting cultural landscape that would give rise to LGBTQ+ rights, the internet, video games, artificial 
intelligence and is the population that has created many of these advances.  Generation X parents, unlike their 
Boomer parents, who famously let their kids stay outside until the streetlights came on, Generation X parents 
have a tendency to be far more involved with their children's social and educational development. This groups 
of folks is currently between the ages of 44 and 58.
Millennials – born 1980-1994:  Alongside of Gen X’ers, Millennials are greatly misunderstood and often 
mislabeled. While Boomers may accuse Millennials of being self-centered and entitled due to their excessive 
use of technology, this generation has proven to actually be incredibly community-oriented and environmentally 
conscious, which are traits that are being picked up by their children in the next generation.  Millennials lived 
through 9/11, remember when Amazon only sold books, and are the first generation to know a childhood both 
with and without the internet, which now plays a significant role in their personal lives.  Millennials are between 
the ages of 29 and 43.
Generation Z – born 1995-2012:  This group of younger people is an interesting one. They have been 
exposed to social media, and were the first population to cope with cyber-bullying and other internet related 
issues, It was also during this time that school related violence and climate crisis have become more prevalent. 
This large group of people are between the ages of 11 and 28.
Gen Alpha – born 2013 – 2025:  These are the youngest people in the Unites States and are the first group 
to be born in the 21st century. They are the first generation to be born to parents who grew up with the 
internet, cell phones, tablets and social media. They are also inclined to be the most racially diverse and the 
most technologically adept.  The oldest people in this group would be 10 years old this year.
So, what generation do you think would be good Lion material?      Caregiversofamerica.com

  www.parents.com

KINDNESS MATTERS
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The shores of Lake Superior in 
Michigan’s Upper Peninsular 
are renowned for the amount 
of incredible varied types of 
agate rocks, and many other 
interesting rocks found there.  

We did a day trip to the U.P. 
shore just east of Grand Marais 
on May 27.  We weren’t really 
there to collect rocks, but to 
enjoy a beautiful day in a 
wilderness environment.  There 
were a few “rock hounds” on 
the beach, maybe 20 or so in 
sight while we were there.

What really caught our attention 
was the number of very large 
trees washed up on the sands of 
the shore.  

We were up at the same spot 
last year, and there were a 
few trees on the beach – but 
nothing like the hundreds of 
trees that  washed ashore 
since our last visit.  

I don’t know where all the 
trees came from, and I 
wonder if they were 
deposited buy huge waves in 
one powerful storm, or 
accumulated from several 
energetic squalls.  Either 
way, the power of crashing 
waves throwing trees 30 or 
40+ feet from the Lake onto 
the sandy beach must have 
been a sight to see!

Above: Looking west toward Grand Marais, about 12 miles away.  The trees 
are a good distance from the Lake.  The dark area between the sand and the 
water are the millions of rocks.  Below:   Looking east, hundreds of trees litter 
the beach as rock enthusiasts search for the “right “ stones.
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Didn’t find any mention of YOUR Lions Club in this issue? 

Send your information to:  

● Activities:  Service Projects, Fundraising Events, Club Events – What You DO!

● Club Milestones:  Awards, Club Officers, New Memberships, Passings – What 
Is Happening With Your Members!

● Photos of Service Activities, Fundraising Events, Awards, etc.

* Photos:  Should be 300 pixels for good quality.  Include names of individuals 
in photos, and/or describe what the photo is showing.  Text:  Include dates 
and names (if applicable) for all events submitted.  Text will be edited as 
needed for space, spelling, corrections, etc.
This District is complex, with a variety of things going on throughout.  We can learn much 
from each other, and I'd like to see more communication among Clubs for the growth and 
benefit of all.

Don’t be left out!!


