
The District needs your help! What kind of help does the District 
need? Answer: Candidates for the position of 2nd and 1st Vice District 
Governors. 

Look deep into your club’s membership, and envision which club 
members have the potential and desire to eventually become a Dis-
trict 4-L1 District Governor. The positions are very fulfilling, but we 
must admit that they require a fair amount of time and effort. 

The candidate needs sufficient experience and knowledge of Lionism. 
One does not need to “know it all”, as there are Past District Gover-
nors (PDGs), senior Lions, and a lot of training that will help along 
the way.

If interested or know of someone who has expressed an interest in 
being a potential candidate, have him or her talk with me, or another 

PDG, and / or a senior Lion to find out 
what the positions entail.

We are a great District, and have had 
great leadership. Be the Lion that will 
help District 4-L1 continue in its history of being such a great District.

Stay safe.

PDG Grace Joe, Chair
Nominating Committee
Los Angeles Mid-Valley Lions
Cell: 818-618-8489
Email: gracejoe8376@gmail.com
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District 4-L1 Needs You!

As our world unites to address the COVID-19 

pandemic, Lions Clubs International Foundation 

is responding to the immense challenges facing 

humankind. Through millions of dollars in grant 

funding, LCIF has supported Lions relief efforts 

globally. Help LCIF continue its commitment to 

restoring wellbeing to our communities.

Join us in making a difference! As a Lion, 

you'll join a local group of service-minded 

men and women who are working together to 

strengthen your community. You'll also be part 

of something bigger - a worldwide network of 

dedicated volunteers in over 46,000 clubs. Be 

the difference in your community. Be a Lion!



Happy New Year to the Lions of District 

4-L1 as we begin to celebrate the Year of the 

Ox. Looking back on 2020, I reflect on how 

our lives have drastically changed. The global 

Covid-19 pandemic brought heartaches and 

loss to many of us; personally and as well as 

professionally. It was a tremendous challenge 

like no other to the world as well as here in 

our Lions Community. Our daily lives, family 

time, and work has changed considerably yet 

while isolated most of 2020, we learned the 

importance of family, friends, and the Lions 

community. We encountered and adapted to 

new challenges, removed the obstacles and 

found new ways to connect by embracing and 

gathering virtually for meetings and fundrais-

ers.  

 

There was a time where many days passed, 

I too abided the “stay-at-home” rule, and 

one morning my husband Alex and I awoke 

and wondered if the world had returned to 

its normalcy and no one had informed us, it 

would have been quite comical if that were 

the case. However throughout this pandemic 

Lions flourished as membership is now over 

1.4 million and a lot of new clubs have formed 

throughout the world. District 4-L1 amazing-

ly has held its role nicely and hopefully we’ll 

soon see growth.   

 

During the pandemic there were Lions 

who volunteered effortlessly to continue 

to help those that are less fortunate. And, I 

share my heartfelt gratitude for their brave-

ness as they risked their lives to help someone 

in need. Also, LCIF provided 350 grants that 

totaled over 5.2 million dollars. And I would 

like to recognize and thank those Lions and 

or Clubs that took part by generously donat-

ing to LCIF; (alphabetically) Lion Sally Chau, 

Lion Keishi Hirano, (Lion Trudy Nodohara), 

Lion Shinichi Onodera, Lion Charlene Sims, 

Lion Stuart Sims, L. A. Host Lions and North 

Hollywood Lions. If you felt hopeless this past 

year, you still can make a difference by donat-

ing to LCIF; it definitely will lift your spirits.  

 

We Lions have incredible abilities to trans-

form our communities and ourselves. How-

ever, some Lions in our district felt they were 

neglected. That is not the case, the Region 

Chairs and Zone Chairs have made great ef-

forts to communicate with all of you. If there 

are any barriers within your clubs that may 

prevent you or your members to serve, please 

reach out to either myself or leaders in your 

zone and region. All are ready to help and will 

continue to support and assist throughout the 

end of this term.

                                                           

Now with the development of new vac-

cines, we see hope, potential of “in-person” 

meetings and a renewal for all of us. This road 

to recovery will still be a bit challenging but 

I fully believe the Lions of District 4-L1 will 

thrive towards a better future. I look forward 

to the day when we can all meet. Remember, 

Lions are here for each other, as we Spear-

head with Strength, Empower People and 

Serve to those who are in need. 

 Please continue to serve your community, 

stay healthy and always safe.

By Miguel J. Cantos, DG 4-L1

Despite the pandemic’s restrictions, we are still 

serving our communities, and that is a true blessing. 

On January 22, 2021, we accomplished our Valley 

Cabinet Meeting, and on January 23rd, we held our 

Valley Region Meeting. A huge thank you to the Re-

gion Chair, George Kezios, and Zone Chair, Stephen 

Joe, for their help in coordinating these meetings. 

Also, a thank you to the keynote speakers: Richard 

Newcomb, Union Rescue Mission Center, David 

Walker, Lions Sight & Hearing Foundation and City 

of Hope, Patrick Fueger, Ph.D.

During these times, we will prevail with enthu-

siasm, perseverance, and generosity. Communi-

cation with Club Presidents, secretaries, and trea-

surers is a must if we are to help our members feel 

connected.

And, during these challenging and unusual times, 

we should invite co-workers, friends, and family 

members to become Lions. The benefit is incredibly 

unique, not only in making amazing friends but in 

having the opportunity to serve our communities. 

The more hands to help the ones that are in need 

means the more people we can help.
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Message from District Cabinet

A Message from 1st VDG Trudy 
Nodohara

The Lions Club 
Serving the Com-

munity During Co-
vid-19

NEWS



Kindness in Action
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The 45th Annual USA/Canada Lions Leadership Forum in Des Moi-

nes, Iowa, will offer a unique style as we move forward in our endeavor to 

create better leaders and educate you on building leadership within your 

multiple, district and club membership. 

Over 70 seminars in 2-1/2 days that will give you insight and guideli-

nes to develop your growth as a leader.

Winning Ways…You will be educated with leadership tips that will 

personally make you a great leader. And you will be given insight on how 

to create new members for your clubs in the art of speaking the right 

language to any age group.

Opening Session, Sept 9, 2021

Closing Banquet, Sept 11, 2021

Visit their website for registration, hotel, and seminar information:

https://lionsforum.org

When caring people join together, roll up their slee-

ves and take action to make their community better, 

it’s a beautiful thing—and an incredible feeling for 

everyone involved. That’s Lions. Being a Lion is about 

leading by example, building relationships and impro-

ving the world through kindness. It’s 1.4 million caring 

men and women serving together so they can make a 

lasting impact and change more lives.

Due to the continuing concerns about the coronavirus (COVID-19) 

pandemic, the board of directors voted to transition the 2021 Montreal 

Lions Clubs International Convention to a virtual event that will be deli-

vered totally online. This decision was made with the health and safety of 

our Lions, staff and vendors in mind as limiting international travel and 

large gatherings is key to global containment strategies.

Here are some important details about the 2021 convention we would 

like to share with you now:

•	 Our 2021 convention will be a virtual event that’s open to all Lions 

and Leos around the world.

•	 The registration fee will be US$50 until March 31, then US$75 

beginning April 1. The registration fee for Leos will be US$30 re-

gardless of date. Convention is currently scheduled for June 25-

29. Additional event and registration details will be provided soon.

•	 Lions who are currently registered for convention will receive an 

email soon with more information about their registration options.

•	 Executive officer and international director elections will be con-

ducted electronically, and voting procedures will be forthcoming.

•	 Convention updates and details will be posted here at lcicon.lions-

clubs.org as they become available.

This global health pandemic has forced us all to make decisions and 

changes that place health and safety first. However, we are optimistic 

that with each new day there is hope, and as Lions, we continue to find 

new ways to stay connected, safely serve our communities and continue 

our global mission of service.

USA/Canada Lions Leadership 
Forum

Virtual LCICon 2021
2021 Lions Clubs International 
Convention moving to virtual event

Convention 2021 
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Melvin Jones FellowshipNEWS

Lion John McLane, Acton Lions Club
Receives Melvin Jones Fellowship

Board of Intl. Directors take steps to help 
our clubs

An ever so small group of local volunteers 

gathered at the Acton Park on August 6, 2020. 

We were there to present ideas and suggestions 

on how we as a group can help our communities 

of Agua Dulce and Acton in even the smallest 

way. We had not met as a group since March 

5th and it was long overdue. 

When everyone had their fill of the pizza and 

sandwiches it was time to celebrate a birthday, 

and one other person. 

A recent custom for giving a big award, is to 

have all previous recipients come to the front. 

As club president I called up everyone who was 

there that had received what is called “A Mel-

vin Jones Fellowship”, and so pictured are John 

McLane, myself, Joann Wayland and her sister, 

Nancy Overman. Absent from the picture are 

Lion Virginia Wedding, having moved to the 

middle of the state, and Lion Tony Tersigni, the 

photographer. Before announcing the recipient, 

people began to applaud, even the man himself! 

Others knew who was getting the award. It was 

a total surprise to him when I announced the 

recipient as John McLane. 

For anyone who doesn’t know, John is a 

man who wants to do all he can, in everything 

he does. He always puts himself in the back-

ground. He never wants the attention. He has 

a giving heart. In his 24 years as a Lion, John 

has been known for his perfect attendance. He 

is at every event; there to lend a helping hand. 

He is always there to be part of this group of 

community minded Lions. Our group members 

have a great affection for each other. The Ac-

ton Lions contributed to help out in the relief 

efforts after the July 4, 2019 Ridgecrest Earth-

quake. The remainder of the money for the Kay 

K. Fukashima Fellowship came from the giving 

community members who are, or once were, 

Acton Lions. Kay K. Fukashima was a former 

president of Lions Club International, from the 

state of California. Lion John McLane is the 

first Acton Lion to receive this fellowship. 

Congratulations, John. 

PDG Sondra Tersigni

Acton Lion President 2020-21

 January 20, 2021

The coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic is 

continuing to impact the work of Lions around 

the world. As you know, it has also created fi-

nancial hardships for our Lions and the people 

for whom we care. 

To support the incredible men and women 

serving with us, the International Board of Di-

rectors unanimously passed another resolution 

to help our clubs. 

Here is an overview of the new resolution ap-

proved by the Board of Directors:

•	 Charter and entrance fees waiver – We 

have waived all charter and entrance fees 

from January 1 through June 30, 2021.

•	 Flexible payments – No clubs in good 

standing on December 31, 2020 will be 

suspended or canceled through June 30, 

2021 for late payment of dues. Full pay-

ment is required to be received before 

June 30, 2021 to avoid suspension or 

cancellation.

Please note that clubs placed on financial sus-

pension on December 31, 2020 will remain on 

suspension until the full balance is paid. Those 

clubs will still need to address their outstand-

ing dues or make arrangements for repayment 

with the Accounts Receivable Department at 

Lions Clubs International to avoid cancellation 

scheduled for March 1, 2021.

These additional measures will help Lions 

facing financial hardships and give our clubs 

the support and encouragement they need 

during these challenging times. For more than 

a century, Lions have taken on the greatest 

challenges facing humanity, and together, we 

will overcome this. 

The world needs Lions now more than ever, 

so thank you for your outstanding service and 

commitment to our communities and the world.
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NEWSThank You Card from Lions Camps at Teresita Pines

See their website: https://campteresitapines.org, for Vitrual Open House and Virtual 25th Anniversary Gala information
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DISTRICT 4-L1 CONVENTIONNEWS

DISTRICT 4-L1 CONVENTIONDISTRICT 4-L1 CONVENTIONDISTRICT 4-L1 CONVENTION
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NEWSDISTRICT 4-L1 CONVENTION

DISTRICT 4-L1 CONVENTION
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4-L1 Today
NEWSLETTER WE SERVE

Where There’s a NEED, 
There’s a LION

Whenever a Lions club 
gets together, problems 
get smaller. And 
communities get better. 
That’s because we help 
where help is needed – in 
our own communities and 
around the world – with 
unmatched integrity and 
energy.

Mission Statement

To empower volunteers to 
serve their communities, 
meet humanitarian needs, 
encourage peace and 
promote international 
understanding through 
Lions clubs.

Vision Statement

To be the global leader 
in community and 
humanitarian service.

Lions Clubs International 
Purpose

To Organize, charter and 
supervise service clubs to 
be known as Lions clubs.
To Coordinate the 
activities and standardize 
the administration of Lions 
clubs.
To Create and foster a 
spirit of understanding 
among the peoples of the 
world.
To Promote the principles 
of good government and 
good citizenship.
To Take an active interest 
in the civic, cultural, social 
and moral welfare of the 
community.
To Unite the clubs in the 
bonds of friendship, good 
fellowship and mutual 
understanding.
To Provide a forum for 
the open discussion of all 
matters of public interest; 
provided, however, that 
partisan politics and 
sectarian religion shall 
not be debated by club 
members.
To Encourage service-
minded people to serve 
their community without 
personal financial reward, 
and to encourage 
efficiency and promote 
high ethical standards 
in commerce, industry, 
professions, public works 
and private endeavors.

NEWS AND INFORMATION SUBMITTING | rosie.mendoza09@gmail.com
If you are interested in having us report on a particular subject or have a special story to share, 

please contact us via rosie.mendoza09@gmail.com. 
Please be aware that anything submitted to this email address becomes the sole and exclusive 

property of District 4-L1 | Lions Clubs International, and you release District 4-L1 | Lions Clubs 
International from all claims relating to your submission. District 4-L1 | Lions Clubs International does 
not pay any fee for news tips.

District Governor
Miguel J. Cantos
L. A. Latin American 

Immediate Past 
District Governor
Connie Janson
Crescenta Valley 

1st Vice District 
Governor
Trudy T. Nodohara
L. A. Little Tokyo 

Cabinet Secretary
Nancy Hayakawa
L. A. Los Feliz 

Cabinet Treasurer
PDG Josephine Louie
L. A. Envision 

Global Leadership 
Team
PDG Pam Burdick
Mojave 

Global Membership 
Team
Luis Rivas
Greater West Valley 

Global Service Team
DG Miguel J. Cantos
L. A. Latin American 

North America 
Membership Initiative 
(NAMI)

PDG David Hebebrand
PDG Eva Hebebrand
Tehachapi 

Newsletter Editors: 
Rosie Mendoza
L. A. Host 
Eric Yufan Zhang
L. A. Envision
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