
“There is no medicine like 
HOPE, no incentive so great, 
and no tonic so powerful as 
expectations of something 
BETTER TOMORROW.”

– Orison Swett Marden 
The State Convention Si-

lent Auction was HUGE. We 
asked you to bring something 
to help a child and you did in 
spades!

What an amazing mixture 
of items, experiences, and 
delicious treats. Attention 
bakers: every single item you 
spent time making sold! From 
our hearts, we thank you.

To each of you who took 
time to search for and bring 
a treasure, and to those that 
searched and found a treasure 
to buy, YOU MADE THE 
HOPE HAPPEN for each 
child with cancer at Riley. 

This auction was always 
for the kids, and with your 
caring hearts, this auction 
bought in $9,306 that is going 
to our very own Lions Cancer 
Control Fund of Indiana, Inc. 
Then with the Riley Chil-
dren's Foundation/Walthers 

Cancer Foundation Match, 
it will create $18,612 in im-
pact!

PDG Pat Short
Lion Gail Robbins
2026 IN State Convention 
Auction Committee

Council
Chairperson's

Corner
CC Rocky Simpson

master21chief@sbcglobal.net

By CC Rocky Simpson
master21chief@sbcglobal.net

The Lions of Indiana continue to make 
the difference in their communities. We 
have clubs that had tornado damage and 
students who need glasses and the Hoosier 
Lions are there to “GO & DO” for these 
communities on a state wide scale. I’m 
in awe of the accomplishments of Lions 
clubs across this great state and I’m happy 
to say the Lions are there daily to Serve. 
“We Serve” is evident as you see the com-
munities change for the better because of 
the efforts of so many Lions. Lions have 
accomplished wonderful projects this year.

I have concerns about our Lions mem-
bership and I share that to ask Hoosier 
Lions to assist in bringing new Lions to 
your Clubs. More members mean more 
service for your community. The state is 
down some 39 members from last year 
and our goal was 100 additional members 
for the year. I’m asking all Lions to invite 
people to help with your service projects 
and fundraisers so they see firsthand what 
Lions do. Then ask them to join your club. 
No Lion that I know joined Lions to go to 
meetings, they joined when asked to help. 
I’m asking you to help please.

So, what will be different in the next 
month that we can cheer about?

First off, we have new District Governors 
who will soon be writing in the Hoosier Lion 
about their GOALS and expectations for each 
of their districts. I’m ready for the new ideas 
that they will bring starting in July 2026. 
Their one-year tenure is going to be exciting 
and noteworthy as I see great ideas and Lions 
projects coming from them already.

Also, I am happy to pass the gavel to 
our new Council Chair Elect Jackie Kur-
ley from District 25G. Her drive and ex-
citement in raising funds for LCIF and 
growing Lions are incredible. She makes 
everyone put forth effort with a smile on 
her face and laughter in her heart. I’m truly 
looking forward to her Leadership for the 
Council this coming Lion’s year.

This year has been quite eventful and I 
thank everyone for their continued efforts. 
If you haven’t been to a Council Meeting, 
you are now invited. I have many sup-
porting Lions who helped me over the 
year, and I want to thank Comptroller Bob 
Yunker for keeping us with money to oper-
ate and the State Administrative Secretary 
Ann Ninness for all the great things that 
she has done this year. Last, I thank the 
Lions of Indiana for all their efforts and I 
look forward to the Leadership for the new 
Council of Governors. We are truly Bless-
ed by our Hoosier Lions.

Yours in Lionism,
Council Chair David “Rocky” Simpson

Lions continuing 
to “Go & Do”
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Leadership Lines: Preparing for 2026-27
By PCC Julia Kozicki 
MD25 GLT
julia@thekozickis.org

Club Officer &
Zone Chair Training
Will you be serving as a 

club officer or zone chair in 
the 2026-27 Lions year? If so, 
your District’s GLT and District 
Governor Elect are scheduling 
training sessions now. 

• If you’re a seasoned offi-
cer, please attend and share your 
hard-earned knowledge. 

• If you’re a new officer, 
please attend so that you are 
prepared for the coming year.

You can also access training 
for each position in the Lions 
Portal – click on the Learn tab 
on the top menu bar, then click 
on LLC: Lions Learning Cen-
ter. From there, you can peruse 
items in the Learning Library. 

For the 2026-27 Club Excel-
lence Award, the club president, 
vice president, secretary and 
treasurer will need to attend an 
instructor-led club officer train-
ing before October 31, 2026. 
This can be in-person or virtual. 

More Club
Excellence Information

Membership
Net growth of two mem-

bers or 10 percent, whichever is 
greater OR sponsor a new Club 
or Club Branch. 

Service
Report four activities. Three 

of the activities must be in the 
areas of Youth, Vision and En-
vironment. 

Leadership
• Club must be in good 

standing with no unpaid balance 
for more than 90 days. 

• Club officers for 2027-28 
must be reported by May 15, 

2027. 
• A club president cannot 

serve for more than two consec-
utive years.

• 10 percent of the club’s 
members must complete any 
three courses in the Lions 
Learning Center.

LCIF
Contribute a minimum of 

the club’s membership as of 
July 1, 2026, multiplied by $20.

NOW IS THE TIME to 
register for the 50th USA/Can-

ada Forum. This year’s Forum is 
in Memphis TN, Sept. 3-5, 2026. 
The Forum is the best place to 
expand your Lions knowledge 
and network and Memphis is 
only a seven-hour drive from 
Indy. This is the 50th anniversa-
ry of the Forum, and we’d love 
to have 50 Hoosier Lions attend. 
The registration fee increases 
from $385 to $400 after July 31, 
so plan accordingly and join the 
fun! For details, go to lionsfo-
rum.org.

News from the Top

The year isn’t over yet – let’s finish strong!
By PDG Jim Bush
MD 25 GMT 
ursa_major51@yahoo.com

As another Lions year rac-
es to the finish line, many clubs 
are already looking ahead. Of-
ficers have been elected, train-
ing sessions are underway, and 
plans are forming for the com-
ing year.

But wait … pump the 
brakes!

We are not finished yet.
There is still time – mean-

ingful time – to grow our clubs 
and invite new people into the 
incredible experience of Lion-
ism before June 30.

Most clubs still have service 
projects, fundraisers, festivals, 
and community events on the 
calendar. Those activities are 
more than just opportunities to 
serve; they are opportunities to 
invite others to serve alongside 
us. Every project is a chance to 
introduce someone to the joy, 
fellowship, and purpose that 
comes with being a Lion.

So ask yourself:
Why wait until July to invite 

someone to join?
There’s nothing magical 

about turning the calendar page. 
In fact, summer often becomes 
a busy season filled with vaca-
tions and competing schedules. 
If someone is already volun-
teering beside you today, this is 
the perfect moment to take the 
next step. If they enjoy the ex-
perience, ask them to join.

And don’t leave the con-
versation with, “I’ll get back 

to you.” Instead, be prepared. 
Carry membership applications 
with you. Keep a pen handy. 
When someone connects with 
the mission and enjoys serving, 
say: “Let’s get your application 
started.”

Make it easy for them to be-
come part of something bigger.

For many of us, being invit-
ed to become a Lion changed 
our lives in ways we never ex-
pected. Through Lions, we’ve 

Well, almost free.
It will cost you the 

price of sharing a pho-
to with LCI and letting 
them to use it. Either 
way, show your com-
munity your pride in 
Lions by displaying 
this great new sign.

Watch a short 
informational video 

at tinyurl.com/
NewLionsSign and 
then request your free 
sign (while supplies 
last) at tinyurl.com/
NewLionsSignForm.

(NOTE: this Tiny 
URL will take you to 
the same destination 
as the very long URL 
in the picture.)

Get a NEW road 
sign for free!

Lions make hope happen

Photo provided
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Members of the Door 
Village Lions club just 
completed their annual Se-
nior Citizens Bingo Games 
for residents of the Door 
Village community.

The entire party was 
a huge success with over 
50 seniors attending and 
enjoying the free bingo 
games and prizes and the 
large selection of sweet 
treats served by Lions 
Bonnie Olson, Cindy 
Fischer, Sue Kaiser, Gene 
Flickinger, Stephen Helm-
kin, Cindy Polito, Dennis 
Fischer, Carol Pahs, Joe 
Pahs, Nancy Weaver. and 
George Morley. 

Lion Cindy Polito 
called the bingo numbers 
and provided a generous 

amount of levity with her 
commentary. Several Li-
ons provided bingo prizes 
with Lion Bonnie Olson 
purchasing the majority of 
them, and she also got the 
paper products, desserts, 
and beverages. 

The cakes, cookies, 
cheesecakes, and various 
other sweets were provid-
ed by members or pur-
chased. The entire event 
was enjoyed by not only 
the seniors, but the all the 
Lions working the project 
a well. Many of the seniors 
thanked Lions as they stood 
around and visited after the 
games were over and were 
glad to hear that club mem-
bers plan to do the project 
again next year.
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Roars from District A
Governor Jim Furlong 

1792 Forest Lane
Crown Point, IN  46307

jimfurl179@aol.com
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built lifelong friendships, 
strengthened our commu-
nities, and discovered the 
deep fulfillment that comes 
from helping others. Lions 
are more than a service or-
ganization. We are a family 
of compassionate people 
making a real difference ev-
ery single day.

There’s a saying that 
some people spend their 
whole lives wondering if 
they made a difference. 
Lions don’t have that prob-
lem! Every time we serve 
a meal, conduct a vision 
screening, support a family, 
or improve our community, 
we know our work matters.

But none of that hap-

pens without an invitation. 
Every new Lion begins 
with someone simply say-
ing: “Come serve with us.”

When we invite others 
to join now – not later – we 
give them the opportunity 
to experience the same joy, 
purpose, and connection 
that we have come to know 
and love through Lionism. 
More Lions means more 
hands to serve. More ideas. 
More leadership. More im-
pact in our communities.

So, let’s finish this Lions 
year strong. Invite. Engage. 
Ask. Sign them up. And 
most importantly – share 
the joy of service.

We Serve!

Finish
from Page 1

Griffith Lions provide 
needed tools to local police

          Goodbye – Adiós
 Au revoir – Auf Wiedersehen     
    Arrivederci – 
By DG Jim Furlong
District 25A Governor

I must admit when I 
sat down to write my last 
Hoosier Lion article, I saw 
that Copilot was asking if 
it could help me draft it. 
It was tempting. Nope. I 
wanted to say goodbye all 
on my own. It did write the 
headline, though, as you 
all know I don’t speak five 
other languages. LOL.

I’m at a loss for words 
(yes, me) right now. It 
was an incredible honor to 
serve as your District Gov-
ernor in 25-26. I’ve really 
met some incredible Lions 
in the course of my offi-
cial visits, cabinet meet-
ings, and even the Council 
Meetings with my peer 
Governors. Rocky Simp-
son, Chief, you’re an in-
credible guy and you were 
a great Council Chair for 
MD25. And Jackie Kurley, 
you will be a great Council 
Chair in 26-27.

Turning to our own Dis-
trict 25A, what a year. It 
started a little late with me 
being installed at the Inter-
national Convention in Or-
lando. And if you have a lit-
tle time, let me tell you how 
I almost became an Alliga-
tor meal coming back from 
the convention center to my 
hotel on my own.

Then things really took 
off. I had a great banner 
night around Halloween, 
and I want to thank all for 
taking the Halloween cos-
tume theme to heart. I want 
to give a shoutout to my 
LOFS Club President Jenn 
who skillfully dressed up 
as me in my shorts with my 

The Lions Club of Grif-
fith, with the assistance of 
a matching grant from the 
Indiana Lions Foundation, 
purchased 10 Bens Blue 
Bags for the Griffith Police 
Department.

Bens Blues Bags are 
filled with items that will 
assist officers to effectively 
work with autistic children 
and others.  They will be 
able to assist by helping to 
calm them down in stress-
ful situations, as well as 
effectively communicate 
with them.

Bens Blue Bags are 
provided in the Northwest 
Indiana region by Logan’s 
Love – Logan Speaks 
which is a nonprofit organi-
zation founded to promote 
acceptance, love, and com-
munity support, inspired 
by the life and message of 
Logan Slaughter.

Photos provided
(TOP) 2VDGE Carlyle Edwards and Griffith Lions present a check to the 
founder of Logan’s Love, Logan Speaks. (ABOVE) Griffith Lions present the 
Blue Bags to the Police at the Town Council Meeting in May.

Photo provided

Fun & games 
for Door Village

Photo provided

La Porte Lions gave 
out the first of seven $250 
checks to La Porte Com-
munity elementary school 
libraries on April 27. The 
donations began several 
years ago when Lion Oscar 
Ryl-Kuchar was president 
of the club and are given 
annually.

The first check was 
given to Riley Elementary 

School Librarian Christine 
Voss by Ryl-Kuchar, ac-
companied by Lion Sandra 
Provan and Lion Paul, Ryl-
Kuchar’s son.

“This donation will help 
so, so much!” Voss said. 

Other schools receiv-
ing checks were Crichfield, 
Indiana Trail, Kingsford 
Heights, Kingsbury, Hand-
ley, and Hailmann.

La Porte Lions donate 
to school libraries
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Cubs logo on my artificial 
leg and Club Secretary Sal-
ly dressed as “my lovely 
wife” Patty. You guys were 
a riot. 

My official visits con-
tinued through the next 
few months, sometimes 
dodging Indiana blizzards 
as we did when coming 
home from the Ogden 
Dunes O/V where Patty 
and I thought it was strange 
so late at night to be seeing 
a line of semi-trailers com-
ing at us on narrow County 
Line Road – having been 
detoured off of U.S. 30, 
which was impassable due 
to ice.

Before I knew it our 
District Convention was 
held in March at Fair Oaks 
Farms. ID Bert Nelson 
finally got there late Fri-

day evening, very late, 
and again due to the great 
Midwestern storms. Bert 
inspired us with his “bad 
jokes” but memorable sto-
ries of Lionism.

Little did we know that 
two days later we would 
be back in this part of the 
District to stand with the 
people of Lake Village, 
Ind., who were trying to 
recover from a devastating 
EF-3 tornado that leveled 
half of this small town. We 
were asked by the town to 
help them serve meals to 
survivors and recovery vol-
unteers. This was Wednes-
day night, and they said, 
“Could you be here tomor-
row at 10:00?” Sure (gulp).

I sent out an email 
plea for Lions boots on 
the ground for Thursday 

through Sunday. District 
25-A answered the call. All 
told, that weekend alone we 
had about 50 Lions from 12 
to 15 clubs helping us serve 
the community. Never was 
so proud to be a Lions. This 
is WHY we are Lions.

With that flurry of ac-
tivity, here we are writing 
our final Hoosier Lion ar-
ticle and planning my final 
Cabinet Meeting at 1 p.m. 
Sunday, June 14 at the Le-
roy Community Center, 
5524 E. 145th Ave.

Sniff, sniff. I’m going 
to miss this, but I think DG 
Elect David Dickinson will 
be a great replacement. He 
has the heart of a LION and 
great determination and has 
a great team assembled.

Yours in Lionism,
DG Jim

Photo provided
Small sampling of the Lions serving. About 50 different Lions from 15 Clubs volunteered and stood 
with Lake Village. THIS IS WHY WE ARE LIONS. Note Roary the Lion behind the group supervising.

Photos provided
(LEFT) LOFS Lion Sally 
(left) and President Jenn as 
IPDG Patty and DG Jim at 
Banner Night. (ABOVE) DG 
Jim and IPDG Patty at the 
Convention Banquet.
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Striving for excellence 
makes us all better

By DG Pam Arnold
District 25B Governor

We are approaching the 
end of another calendar Li-
ons year and it has been a 
great one. I have thoroughly 
enjoyed visiting the clubs 
and hearing about the awe-
some things you are doing 
for your communities. It 
may be too late to qualify 
this year for a Club Excel-
lence Award, but I want to 
go through the criteria so as 
the new year starts, you can 
keep in mind what it takes 
for your club to earn one.

This year, there is no ap-
plication. LCI tracks your 
club and determines if your 
club is eligible. There are 
four categories that need to 
be fulfilled.

1. Membership: Induct 
at least two new members or 
increase the club’s member-
ship by 20 percent from the 
member count on June 30 of 
the previous Lion’s year.

2. Service: Report a 
minimum of four service 
activities, three of which 
need to align with the three 
“Weeks of Service.” These 
include Mental Health 
Week, Hunger Awareness 
Week, and Environment 
Week.

3. Leadership: New 
officers need to be reported 
by May 15. A minimum of 
10 percent of club mem-
bers need to complete any 
three courses in the Lions 
Learning Center. Your in-

coming president cannot 
have served more than two 
consecutive terms. Two or 
more officers need to com-
plete the online training in 
the Lions Learning Center.

4. Donation: An LCIF 
donation with the minimum 
being the number of mem-
bers in the club on June 30 
times $20.

It is probably too late 
to get some of this done for 
this current year, but start 
planning now for next year. 
Please take a look at GLT 
Julia’s article on Page 1 for 
more details.

At the State Convention, 
the International Presiden-
tial Medal and the Interna-
tional President’s Leader-
ship Medal were awarded 
to outstanding Lions in Dis-
trict 25-B. The International 
Presidential Medal is the 
second highest award given 
in Lions. This year, PDG 
Richard Hill received this 
for his outstanding service 
over many years as a Lion. 
The International Presi-
dent’s Leadership Medal is 
the third highest award giv-
en in Lions and this year it 
went to Lion Susie Hudson 
for her great leadership serv-
ing our district and state.

Again, I just want to 
thank everyone for help-
ing make this a fantastic 
year. I hope you will give 
DGE Beth Kohli as much 
assistance as you did me. 
THANKS for a great year.

DG Pam

Meet Lion John Eastis
In 1989, John Eastis 

started an engineering busi-
ness specializing in com-
mercial aluminum 
and glass window 
systems. While 
building his ca-
reer, his passion 
for youth minis-
try continued to 
grow. In 2005, he 
returned to school 
and became a 
licensed and or-
dained pastor with 
the Missionary Church.

John’s heart for young 
people led him into skate-
park ministry after seeing 
local youth repeatedly get-
ting into trouble for skate-
boarding in public areas be-
cause they had nowhere safe 
to ride. Through the efforts 
of their church and commu-
nity partners, a skatepark 
was built, creating a place 
where hundreds of young 
people each month found 
encouragement, mentorship, 
friendship, and purpose. 
Many of those youth later 
became leaders in their com-
munities and beyond.

More than 26 years 
ago, John and Annette left 
California and began trav-

eling throughout the Unit-
ed States, ministering to 
youth and families through 

skatepark out-
reach. Along the 
way, they worked 
with countless 
young people, 
many from bro-
ken homes, help-
ing them discover 
hope, belonging, 
and direction.

That jour-
ney eventually 

brought them to Albion, 
Ind., where John once again 
saw a need for a local skate-
park. While working to 
make that vision a reality, 
he connected with members 
of the Lions Clubs Interna-
tional and the Albion Lions 
Club. Club members en-
couraged him to join Lions, 
promising to help make the 
skatepark possible. Today, 
the Albion skatepark stands 
as another example of what 
can happen when people 
work together to serve their 
community.

John and Annette re-
mained active in Lions be-
cause of their shared com-

Eastis

Photos provided
Two Hamilton Lions were presented with Chevrons at a recent club meeting. (ABOVE LEFT) PDG Bob 
Howard was presented a 55-Year Chevron by DG Pam Arnold. Hamilton Lions Club President Steve 
Thimlar also helped with the presentation. Thank you for your many, many years of service. (ABOVE 
RIGHT) Lion Janet Albright was presented a 10-Year Chevron by Lion Steve during the meeting.

Recognizing amazing years of service

District Members honored

Photos provided
At the May 16 Cabinet Meeting, DG Pam Arnold was proud to present Presidential Medals to two 
outstanding District 25-B Lions. (ABOVE LEFT) PDG Richard Hill received the International Presidential 
Award, which is the second highest award in Lionism. (ABOVE RIGHT) Lion Susie Hudson received 
the International President’s Leadership Award, which is the third highest award in Lionism.

Photo provided
The Heritage Lions Club recently 
presented a $1,000 check to the St. 
Joseph Hessen Cassel Food Bank to 
help support their ongoing mission of 
providing essential grocery assistance 
to local families in need. Checks in 
the amount of $1,000 each were also 
presented to the Hope United Methodist 
Church Food Pantry and St. Mark’s 
Lutheran Church’s food pantry. The 
significant contribution highlights the 
Lions Club’s continued commitment 
to community service and combating 
food insecurity within the region. (LEFT) 
Heritage Lions Club President Cindy Wolf 
(left) presents the $1,000 donation check 
to Hessen Cassel Food Bank Coordinator 
Lori Price.

Heritage Lions help 
three local food banks

Photo provided
The Monroe Lions Club presented a 
braille device to an Adams Central 
School student who is deaf and 
blind. Representing the club is Vice 
President Roger Tullis and receiving 
the device are teachers Sarah 
Bergman and Abby Ogg.

Monroe Lions support 
deaf & blind student

MD 25 Calendar
In an effort to better publicize Lions events across 

Indiana, the state office asks that clubs, districts, state 
projects and state committees please send notice

of meetings and anniversary celebrations to
State Administrative Secretary Ann Ninness as soon

as they are scheduled at ann@indianalions.org.
June 2026

June 13: Lions Foundation Holding Corporation at Lions State 
Office, 9002 Vincennes Circle, Indianapolis

June 13: 25G Cabinet Meeting at Fairview Grange Goshen
June 14: Vision First – IN Lions Eye Bank
June 14: Cancer Control Meeting at Lions State Office

July 2026
July 3 to 7: 2026 Lions International Convention in Hong Kong, 

China
July 18: 1st Council Meeting 2026-2027 at Matthews Lions Club
July 18: 25D Banner Night at Matthews Lions Club
July 25: Camp Woodsmoke – Organizational Day, Meeting, 

and Officer’s Training
August 2026

Aug. 7 to 23: Indiana State Fair

See Eastis . . . Page 4
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Let’s keep growing as 
we build to next year

By DG Paul Scheetz
District 25C Governor

We are in the final days 
of the 2025-2026 Lions 
year.

I would like to ask each 
Lion to give that extra hard 
effort to sponsor one new 
member to make our year a 
superb one. You have done 
outstanding community ser-
vice in the district.

I want to give a giant 
roar to everyone and thank 
you for the support this past 

year. I have enjoyed meet-
ing all our Lions during my 
club visits and attending as 
many of the events as I was 
able.

I am looking forward to 
helping our incoming Dis-
trict Governor Tom Schultz 
and his cabinet in making 
his year a successful one. 
Please help him if he asks 
for your assistance.

Don’t forget to sign up 
to help the Indiana Lions 
Foundation at the Indiana 
State Fair.

Photo provided
Thank you so much to the incredible District C team that put on an amazing State Convention!

District C knows how 
to put on a great show

Meet this Super Server 
from Young America

Photo provided
PDG Doug Eversole (left) proudly presented 
Lion Allen McCloskey the WP Woods 
Fellowship. Lion Allen has served 67 years as 
a member of the Young America Lions Club. 
He is 92 years young and still serving! Lion 
Allen is listed in the Guinness World Records 
as the longest career as a grave digger. 
He lives by our Lions motto, “We Serve.” 
Congratulations Allen!

Photos provided
Congratulations to a group of District C Lions that received a Melvin Jones Fellowship, presented 
to them by PID Linda Tincher and PIP Joe Preston. (From left to right, top to bottom) DG Paul 
Scheetz received his 1st MJF plaque, DGE Tom Schultz received his first MJF plaque which 
he received by being a winner of the Foundation Broad drawing, Patti Foxx received her 2nd 
Progressive MJF pin, and PID Nick Xinopoulos received a 5 sapphire Progressive MJF.

Four District C Lions earn 
Melvin Jones Fellowship

Photo provided

By PDG Pat Short and 
Lion Gail Robbins 

Sam Robbins has been 
part of the Zionsville Li-
ons Club since she was a 
13-year-old Alpha Leo. At 
18, she joined the Lions 
Club and is now their Leo 
Advisor. 

Lion Sam was at the 
Lions State Convention 
working with the Silent 
Auction taking inventory of 

the 154 donated items and 
working the checkout. She 
did a fantastic job keeping 
all the more “seasoned” Li-
ons in line and helped with 
a fantastic event. The Silent 
Auction brought in $9,306 
which the State Conven-
tion is donating to the Li-
ons Cancer Control Fund 
of Indiana, Inc.

Thank you for all of 
your hard work.

Look where this 
Alpha Leo is now

Photos provided
At this year’s State Convention, two District 25C Lions were honored for their dedication and service. 
Congratulations to First Vice District Governor Elect Hallie Pell who was presented with the International 
President’s Leadership Award, which is the third highest award in Lionism. Also, congratulations to 
Lion Sheila Eversole who was presented with the International Presidential Award, which is the second 
highest in Lionism. Well done and wear your medals with pride. (TOP, from left) PID Nick Xinopoulos, 
IPP Joe Preston, 1VDGE Hallie Pell, PID Linda Tincher, and DG Paul Scheetz. (ABOVE, from left) PID 
Nick Xinopoulos, IPP Joe Preston, Lion Sheila Eversole, PID Linda Tincher, and DG Paul Scheetz.

District Members honored at State

mitment to helping others 
and strengthening their 
community. John served as 
President of the Albion Li-
ons Club during 2024-2025 
and currently serves as Zone 
Chair and is the 2nd Vice 

District Governor Elect for 
District 25B.

Above all, John is pas-
sionate about faith, family, 
community, and seeing lives 
changed through service and 
encouragement.
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from Page 3



On May 7, the West-
field Lions Club hosted 
its annual Scholarship 
Awards Night, present-
ing a total of $15,000 in 
scholarships to nine grad-
uating seniors from West-
field High School. This 
tradition demonstrates the 
Lions Club’s enduring 
commitment to support-
ing the students within the 
community. Over the years, 
the amount awarded has 
grown, reflecting the club’s 
dedication to education and 
service work.

The evening began with 
the presentation of the Male 
and Female Athlete of the 
Year Scholarships. Caleb 
Haney and Gracie Czubik 
received $500 each in rec-
ognition of their achieve-
ments as outstanding stu-
dent athletes and leaders at 
Westfield High School.

The Florence Benson 
Memorial Scholarship, val-
ued at $2,000, was awarded 
to Benjamin Hocker. This 
scholarship honors Flo 
Benson, a beloved Home 
Economics teacher at West-
field High School, remem-
bered for her excellence in 
education and lasting im-
pact on her students. The 

award recognizes academic 
achievement and dedica-
tion to community service. 
Flo’s husband, Bob, has 
served as a Westfield Lion 
for nearly 57 years, and 
her son Rodney for over 10 
years, continuing her lega-
cy of service.

The Lester Tudor Me-
morial Scholarship, also 
$2,000, is named for a 
former Westfield Lion and 
principal of Westfield High 
School in the late 1950s. 
His son, Dave, was also 
a dedicated club member. 
This year’s recipient, Tori 
Bluto, was honored for her 
extensive community ser-
vice work, along with her 
involvement in the WHS 
Theater & Choir program 
and Westfield Youth Hock-
ey Program.  

Don Russel, a past 
Westfield Lion, is celebrat-
ed as the founder of the 
club’s signature fundraising 
event, the “Poker for Sight” 
® Texas Hold ‘Em tourna-
ment. The $2,000 schol-
arship bearing his name 
recognizes students who 
exemplify commitment 
to service and academic 
achievement. Maggie Pasz-
tor was chosen for her tire-

less work in the community 
and her academic success.

During the COVID-19 
pandemic, Westfield High 
School combined its service 
clubs into the Service Over 
Self (SOS) Club. The Lions 
Club partnered closely with 
this new organization, whose 
mission aligns with the Li-
ons motto, “We Serve.” To 
honor students who dedicate 
themselves to helping oth-
ers, two $2,000 scholarships 
are awarded annually to SOS 
Club members. This year, 
Olivia Foor-lecea and Kh-
adiga Moawad were recog-
nized for their commitment 
to service.

Recognizing the needs 
of graduates pursuing trade 
and vocational education, 
the Lions introduced the 
Trade & Vocational School 
Scholarship in 2022. This 
year’s recipient is Abigail 
Kraus.

The Lions Club has 
long supported the West-
field High School Culinary 
Arts program, choosing it 
as their “official caterer” 
for club events. To cele-
brate achievement in this 
field, a $2,000 scholarship 
is awarded to an outstand-
ing culinary arts student, 
with Jayden Belyew receiv-
ing this honor for 2026.
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Roars from District D
Governor Jim Dubeansky

920 N. Plum St.
Union City, IN  47390

duby83_2000@yahoo.com

Submit news, photos of club activities to:
Publications Chairperson Cindy Hurst

5532 Golden Gate Way
Kokomo, IN  46902

cindyhurst2017@gmail.com

Thank you for a great 
year with more to come
By DG Jim Dubeanksy
District 25D Governor

Hello Fellow Lions.
Well, I hope everyone 

has had the opportunity to 
enjoy the spring weather, as 
it’s been a bonus for all of 
the farmers. Mother Nature 
has been very encouraging 
and supportive. 

If you didn’t attend the 
State Convention in Plain-
field, you missed a fabulous 
one and we missed you. The 
team did a wonderful job 
putting it together. Thank 
you for all of their hard 
work.

I want to thank everyone 
in District 25D for all of the 
support and encouragement 
I received as your District 
Governor. I appreciate every 
one of our clubs. You made 
my job as District Governor 
so much easier. Thank you.

Make sure all of you 
are entering your newly 
appointed officers in on 
the Portal and make sure 
all your mailing address-
es are correct. If you have 
any changes, please report 
those right away because 
not doing this makes it dif-
ficult to receive your copy 

of the Hoosier Lion and for 
you to receive information 
regarding the Lions events. 
Here is your notification: 
check your Club informa-
tion and make the changes 
on the Portal. If you’re not 
sure how, contact Lion Ani-
ta Hines.

With the summer 
months here, it’s a great 
time to speak of all of the 
good that Lions Clubs do 
around the state. Make it a 
goal to bring in a new Mem-
ber so they can also enjoy 
the fun of being a Lion. And 
a great place to do some ser-
vice is working at an entry 
gate to the State Fair. PID 
Doug Lozier is scheduling 
shifts now, so contact him or 
go to IndianaLionsFoun-
dationMD25.org and scroll 
down to the box that says 
“State Fair Ticket Sales” to 
get signed up to work a shift 
or two. It’s so much fun, and 
you see so many things that 
you will never forget.

I hope everyone has a 
great summer. Remember: 
Members make memories, 
so recruit one today.

Thank you. God bless 
you all.

DG Jim

The Union City Lions 
Club met at the Union City 
Community Room on April 
14, 2026. The program was 
presented by some of the 
members of the Union City 
High School E-Sports team. 

E-Sports has been in ex-
istence for four years, and in 
that span of time, the teams 
from Union City have won 
two state championships. 
One state title is in Over-
watch, and one is in Rocket 
League. They are preparing 
for the state tournament in 
Indianapolis again this year 
with their sights set on an-
other state title.

This type of gaming 
takes great communication 
skills and involves a lot of 
strategy and problem-solv-
ing. The players work as a 
team playing against other 
schools. The teams have 
three coaches, Blake Clev-
enger, Trenton Maloy, and 
Gabe Loesch, and include 
over 20 total student mem-
bers. Three of the young 

men have been offered 
scholarship money to play 
E-Sports in college from 
Ball State University and 

Purdue Fort Wayne. Three 
recent Union City High 
School grads are partici-
pating in E-Sports teams at 

the college level now. All 
agreed that E-Sports is a lot 
of fun and can be beneficial 
to their future plans.

Photo provided
(From left) Union City E-Sports team members Miguel Luciano-Keener, 
Gabriel Tapp, Keian Brockman, Andrew Bowers, Gael Mayorga, and Coach 
Blake Clevenger.

Union City welcomes E-Sports team

Photo provided by Westfield Lions Club
(From left) Khadiga Moawad, Olivia Foor-
Lecea, Gracie Czubik, Benjamin Hocker, and 
Maggie Pasztor.

Westfield Lions award $15K in scholarships
Brittany Barbour pre-

sented at a recent Union 
City Lions club meeting. 
She is the Health Care-Med-
ical Assisting pathway in-
structor in Union City and 
teaches classes at Vision 
Corner to students from the 
RAZ-32 schools in Ran-
dolph County.

RAZ-32 (Rural Alliance 
Zone – 32) is a partnership 
between Monroe Central, 
Randolph Central, and 
Randolph Eastern School 
Corporations and other par-
ticipating high schools cre-
ated to expand career path-
way opportunities for high 

school students.  
As juniors, the students 

get hands-on training in 
many areas of health care in 
their classes and as seniors, 
they have an apprenticeship 
experience in a health care 
facility in our area. Student 
Mia Reichard said that the 
hands-on classes are very 
important, and the experi-
ences in this pathway pre-
pare them well with job skills 
in the medical profession.

The program is in its 
second year, and Barbour 
is anticipating 32 students 
next fall as she starts her 
third year as the instructor.  

Photo provided
(From left) Mia Reichard, Brittany Barbour, and 
Lion Blake Clevenger.

Union City Lions 
learn about RAZ 32

Russiaville Lions celebrate 60th year
of baseball with Opening Day Parade

Photos provided
The forecast of rain during the Russiaville town 
parade on Saturday, April 18, celebrating 60 
years of the Russiaville Youth Baseball League 
(RYBL), did not dampen the enthusiasm of the 
Russiaville Lions and a team of amazing float 
builders. The team, led by Lions Reba, Erin, and 
Janet, displayed a combination of colorful and 
imaginative creativity skills which resulted in 
this “groovy’ looking parade float. The theme 
was “Back to the ‘60s” and several of our Lions 
wore brightly colored tie-dyed T-shirts. The 
Russiaville Lions’ 60+ year partnership with 
the Russiaville Ball leagues is one of our long-
standing community outreach relationships 
focused on youth activities and teamwork.   

Check out the
Indiana Lions 

Facebook page!
Facebook.com/IndianaLions
Lions Clubs
International

https://indianalionsfoundationmd25.org/
https://indianalionsfoundationmd25.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Indianalions/
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Roars from District E
Governor John Spurgeon

1035 W. Walnut St.
Brownstown, IN  47220

john@jcia.net

Submit news, photos of club activities to:
Publications Chairperson Carol Donner

5112 S. Lincoln St.
Oakland City, IN  47660

donnerspass1@gmail.com

Photo provided
Seymour Noon Lions Club was proud to 
congratulate one of its members, Lion Mark 
Thomas, on being recognized by Lions Clubs 
International for an extraordinary 45 years of 
service. Club President Christy Nolan had 
the honor of presenting Lion Mark with his 
45-year chevron, a symbol of his unwavering 
dedication to Lions and to the club. Mark 
joined the Seymour Noon Lions in July 1980 
– just three months after the club’s founding 
– and has been a steady, compassionate, and 
committed presence ever since.

Seymour Lion gets 
45-Year Chevron

By DG John Spurgeon
District 25E Governor

A note from Interna-
tional Lions President A.P. 
Singh:     

As we approach the end 
of the year, this is the perfect 
time to reflect on our shared 
experience as Lions. While 
each of us brings something 
unique, it is our combined 
effort that creates the great-
est impact.

When we come togeth-
er in service, we achieve 
meaningful goals and show 
our communities the kind-
ness and commitment Lions 
are known for. As Lions, 
we are never alone – we 
support one another, inspire 
one another, and overcome 
challenges together.

 * * *
In District 25-E, we are 

asking that if you have any 
prospects of new members, 
please get them in before 
June 30. They will just be 
paying the few days for this 
year that they are members, 
not a full six-month period. 
Currently we are 25 mem-
bers down from this time 
last year.

Treasurers: check your 
portal to see if you have any 
outstanding bills that need 
to be paid to International. 
International could have a 
bill outstanding for you for 
members that have been 
added or supplies that you 
have purchased. They no 
longer send paper invoices. 
Remember to pay online 
with Credit Card or ACH 
payments. (Checks can take 
over 30 days to clear.)

Come Serve with Us.
Lion John Wm. Spurgeon

Come serve with us

Photos provided
Fayetteville Community Lions Club President Rick Ferguson recently presented Charter Member, Lion Lynn Burch, with the C. Austin Pete Pritchett 
Award. Pete Pritchett was a founding member of this Lions Club and the award is selected by the Club President to be given to a Lion who truly embodies 
Lionism and helps through service activities to help the club benefit the community. Congratulations Lynn! (ABOVE LEFT) Charter Member Lynn Burch 
receiving the award from President Rick Ferguson. (ABOVE RIGHT) President Rick Ferguson hanging the Pete Pritchett plaque listing all honorees.

Fayetteville Charter Member receives award

Salem Lions achieve 
Century of Service

Photo provided

Congratulations to the 
Salem Lions Club for a cen-
tury of service! The club 
celebrated its 100 years with 
a dinner. Keynote speakers 
were PID Linda Tincher and 
PID Doug Lozier. The mas-
ter of ceremonies was PDG 
Mark Clark, a Salem Lions 
member. Lion Justin Green, 
Salem Mayor, presented 
a resolution proclaiming 
April 4 as Salem Lions Club 
Day. Two Melvin Jones Fel-
lowships were presented 
and seven W.P. Woods were 
awarded. Secretary Cheryl 
Brishaber also presented 
historical data about the 
club from club records. Ev-
eryone enjoyed visiting and 
having a great meal.

Photo provided
PID Doug Lozier, Lion Ron Pendygraft, and PID Linda Tincher.

Photos provided
(ABOVE LEFT) Salem Mayor, Lion Justin Green, and PDG Kathy Lozier, 
President of the Indiana Lions Foundation. (ABOVE RIGHT) Salem Mayor, 
Lion Justin Green, and PDG Kathy Lozier, President of the Indiana Lions 
Foundation.



Volunteers are needed 
to work for the Indiana 
Lions Foundation as tick-
et sellers, ticket scanners, 
kiosk monitors, and hand 
stampers at the Indiana 
State Fair in Indianapolis.

If you haven’t worked 
at the Indiana State Fair 
in a while, you might 
be pleasantly surprised 
at the changes that have 
been implemented in re-
cent years. Most jobs can 
be done while sitting, 
and some are in air-con-

ditioned ticket booths. 
The checkout process for 
tickets sellers has been 
streamlined.

In addition to ticket 
sellers and ticket scan-
ners, the fair has added 
self-service ticket kiosks 
at each of our gates, and 
people are needed at each 
gate to monitor these ma-
chines and to sell tickets 
in front when crowds are 
large. There have been 
stamper positions added, 
which are located at the 

exits for those re-enter-
ing.

To sign up and learn 
more, go to tinyurl.com/
INLionsStateFairSignup 
or scan the QR code.
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Roars from District F
Governor Angela Locke

2219 Oak Park Dr.
Richmond, IN  47374

lockeangela927@gmail.com

Submit news, photos of club activities to:
Publications Chairperson Angie Crouch

9051 Greystone Ct.
Indianapolis, IN  46234

mwam2893@gmail.com

Photo provided
Past District Governor Ed Harper, Immediate Past District Governor Nancy Baxter, and Zone 
Chair Mark Crouch took a LITERAL van load of eyeglasses to Anthem Insurance in downtown 
Indianapolis for their company’s day of service. Several employees sorted over 5,000 pairs of 
glasses. A huge thank you to all lions that dropped of eyeglasses.  Let’s keep them coming!

Where do all those glasses go?

District Members honored at State

Photos provided
At this year’s State Convention, two 
District 25F Lions were honored for their 
dedication and service. Lion Andrea 
Feeney received the International 
President’s Leadership Award, which is 
the third highest award in Lionism. Lion 
Shirley Bocock received the International 
Presidential Award, which is the second 
highest award in Lionism. Congratulations 
to everyone who was recognized. 
(ABOVE, from left) PID Nick Xinopoulos, 
IPP Joe Preston, Lion Shirley Bocock, 
PID Linda Tincher, and DG Angela Locke. 
(LEFT, from left) PID Nick Xinopoulos, IPP 
Joe Preston, Lion Andrea Feeney, PID 
Linda Tincher, and DG Angela Locke.

By DG Angela Locke
District 25F Governor

As I reflect on my year 
as District Governor, I am 
filled with pride and grati-
tude for all that District 25F 
has accomplished. This has 
been a remarkable journey 
– one defined by service, 
compassion, and a shared 
commitment to improving 
our communities. From the 
excitement of the early days 
to the energy of fall events, 
the generosity of the holiday 
season, and the renewed fo-
cus of the new year, our 
district truly lived out our 
motto: “We Serve.”

We began the year with 
enthusiasm and a spirit of 
“firsts.” From my first of-
ficial act as District Gov-
ernor – presenting Melvin 
Jones Fellowships – to our 
Organizational Day, where 
club leaders gathered for 
training and connection, we 
set the tone for growth and 
collaboration. Early club 
visits, strong participation, 
and shared fellowship made 
it clear that District 25F was 
ready to lead, serve, and 
thrive together.

As fall unfolded, that 
momentum carried into 
meaningful community 
engagement. Clubs across 
the district hosted festivals, 
fundraisers, and outreach 
events that not only brought 
people together but also 
supported important caus-
es. Whether it was Liberty 
Lions raising funds for chil-
dren in need or Bright Lions 
providing essential medical 
equipment, each effort re-
flected the willingness of 
Lions to step up wherever 
help is needed. Thousands 
of vision screenings con-
ducted throughout the dis-
trict further highlighted our 
ongoing commitment to im-
proving lives in lasting and 
impactful ways.

During the holiday sea-
son, our spirit of service 
deepened even further. Li-
ons embraced the true mean-
ing of giving by providing 
meals, toys, gift cards, and 
essential items to families 
throughout our communi-
ties. These efforts went far 
beyond material support; 
they brought hope, joy, and 

connection. The season re-
minded us that Lionism is 
not just about what we do, 
but how we make people 
feel: valued, supported, and 
cared for.

In the new year, our 
district continued building 
on this strong foundation. 
Clubs actively embraced 
Club Excellence Weeks of 
Service, focusing their ef-
forts on addressing hunger 
by partnering with local 
organizations and food pan-
tries to ensure families had 
access to nutritious meals.

At the same time, we 
looked ahead by encourag-
ing leadership development 
and strengthening member-
ship. Our district accepted 
the challenge to grow, mak-
ing meaningful progress 
in gaining new members. 
As we continue this effort, 
it remains important to not 
only invite new members 
but also keep them engaged 
and connected. Equally im-
portant is maintaining re-
lationships with members 
whose participation may 
have slowed, retention is 
essential to maintaining our 
great district.

Throughout this journey, 
the unity and dedication of 
our members has been truly 
inspiring. Each club, proj-
ect, and act of service has 
contributed to a larger sto-
ry – one of collaboration, 
compassion, and impact. 
District meetings, events, 
and our convention pro-
vided valuable opportuni-
ties to connect, share ideas, 
and celebrate the incredible 
work happening across Dis-
trict 25F.

As we close this Lions 
year, our district has grown 
not only in numbers, but 
in heart. What I witnessed 
during my visits brought to 
life the true power of Lion-
ism in action. Thank you to 
every Lion who gave their 
time, energy, and passion. 
This year’s success belongs 
to all of you – the Fantastic 
Lions of 25F. It has been a 
true honor to serve as your 
District Governor.

I cannot wait to see what 
great things 25F will do 
next year.  

Yours in Service,
DG Angela Locke

A year of growth, 
service & heart

50 years & going strong
Photo provided

DG Angela Locke 
presented Lion 

Mike Crull of the 
Hope Lions with a 
50-Year Chevron. 
Congratulations 
and great work, 

Lion Mike!

The Indiana State Fair: Aug. 7-23
Sign up to work at the Foundation’s largest fundraiser!

https://tinyurl.com/INLionsStateFairSignup
https://tinyurl.com/INLionsStateFairSignup


The Milford Lions Club 
is celebrating a record-break-
ing pancake breakfast fund-
raiser in support of the Mil-
ford Lions Festival. Held 
at the Milford Community 
Building, the annual break-
fast was such a success that 
the club completely sold out 
by the end of the morning.

The fundraiser helps 
support one of the communi-
ty’s most anticipated family 
events – a free carnival ride 
festival designed to bring 
affordable fun to local fam-
ilies. For many, county fairs 
and amusement events can 
be financially out of reach. 
Milford Lions say the joy 
and memories created at the 
Milford Lions Festival are 
truly priceless and continue 
to make a meaningful differ-
ence for area families.

In addition to preparing 
for the festival, the Milford 
Lions are also focused on 

increasing awareness about 
their service work. Lion Lisa 
Ensz and Lion Nick Jamiel 
are currently developing new 
promotional flyers and infor-
mational pamphlets to help 
share the mission and ac-
tivities of the Milford Lions 
Club with the community.

The club 
also continues 
its efforts to 
help ease food 
insecurity in 
Milford. Mem-
bers regularly 
volunteer to 
stock and care 
for the Mil-
ford communi-
ty food locker 
in partnership 
with the Mil-
ford Food Bank, 
which works alongside many 
organizations across north-
ern Indiana to assist families 
in need.

Through fundraising, 

community outreach, and 
hands-on service, the Mil-
ford Lions Club continues to 
demonstrate its commitment 
to strengthening the Milford 
community.
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Roars from District G
Governor Jackie Kurley

20233 Fall Creek Dr.
Goshen, IN  46528

kurmon@comcast.net

Submit news, photos of club activities to:
Publications Chair Marty Juel

 3204 Village Ct.
Goshen, IN  46528

marty@martyjuel.com

Looking back, 
looking forward
By DG Jackie Kurley
District 25G Governor

As my year as District 
Governor begins to come to a 
close, I find myself reflecting 
with immense gratitude on 
what an incredible journey it 
has been. They told me this 
year would fly by, and they 
were absolutely right. Serv-
ing as District Governor has 
been one of the greatest hon-
ors of my life, because it al-
lowed me to look beyond my 
own club and truly witness 
the heart of service beating 
throughout District 25G.

Every community across 
our district has its own chal-
lenges, its own needs, and its 
own stories. Yet everywhere 
I traveled, I saw Lions step-
ping forward to make life 
better for others. I had the 
privilege of working along-
side clubs of every size, and 
while each club is wonderful-
ly unique, we are all united as 
part of this incredible world-
wide service organization.

This year, District 25G 
showed what service truly 
looks like. We built beds for 
children in need, cleaned 
roadsides, stuffed Easter 
eggs, filled Christmas bas-
kets, collected food for local 
pantries, taught heart health 
awareness, handed out care 
packages to the homeless, 
collected plastic bags to 
create waterproof sleeping 
mats, sent care packages to 
our military overseas, and so 
much more. The list could go 
on and on because that is who 
we are – Lions who serve.

What makes me most 
proud is not just the work we 
accomplished, but the way 
we cared for one another 
while doing it. We welcomed 
new volunteers to serve be-
side us, while also making 
sure our longtime members 
felt valued and appreciat-
ed for their dedication. We 
kept the FUN in fundraising, 
strengthened our clubs, and 
gave back to our communi-
ties in remarkable ways.

We also prepared for 
the future. Lions across this 
district stepped up to learn 
more about Guiding Lions 
and Zone Chair responsi-
bilities so we can continue 
supporting clubs in need and 
even help form clubs that do 
not yet exist. District 25G is 
ready – ready to lead, ready 

to grow, and ready to serve at 
an even greater level.

This year also reminded 
us that strong organizations 
are built through communi-
cation, collaboration, and re-
spect. We had spirited con-
versations and learned that 
while we may not always 
agree on everything, we can 
still move forward together 
with kindness and purpose. 
We embraced fresh ideas 
from newer and younger 
members and encouraged 
one another to try new 
things, celebrate successes, 
and learn from challenges 
along the way.

Every single member of 
District 25G played a role in 
making this year successful. 
Every project completed, 
every meeting attended, ev-
ery meal served, every do-
nation collected, and every 
encouraging word mattered. 
Success is never the work of 
one person – it is the work of 
a team.

To my District Cabinet, 
thank you. Your dedication, 
support, and countless hours 
of service helped make Dis-
trict 25G “Quite Possibly the 
Greatest Lions District on 
Earth!” I could not have done 
this without you.

As we move forward, I 
know our district will contin-
ue to thrive under the lead-
ership and vision of Steve 
and Jim. Let us support them 
wholeheartedly as they guide 
us into the next chapter. To-
gether, we will continue 
growing stronger, reaching 
higher, and accomplishing 
things we once thought im-
possible.

And finally, as I now earn 
the title of PDG, I promise it 
will not stand for “Permanent 
Dinner Guest.” Instead, for 
me it will mean being a “Pas-
sionate Dedicated Guide” 
for all of you – always ready 
to encourage, support, and 
serve alongside this amazing 
district that I am proud to call 
family.

Thank you, District 25G, 
for an unforgettable year. Keep 
believing in your ability to 
make a difference. Keep serv-
ing with heart. Keep growing 
as leaders. And most impor-
tantly, continue being the very 
best Lions you can be.

With gratitude,
Jackie Kurley
District Governor 25G

Lydick Lions dig in at Unity 
Gardens for a greener tomorrow

Milford Lions Club serves up record
Pancake Breakfast & community support

The Lydick Lions rolled 
up their sleeves and got to 
work during the Environ-
mental Week of Service, 
showing their commitment 
to environmental steward-
ship as part of the Lions 
International’s global initia-
tive.

Over the course of two 
busy days, club members 
gathered at Unity Gardens, 
a vibrant community space 
dedicated to connecting 
people with fresh food, na-

ture, and one another. The 
mission of Unity Gardens is 
centered on holistic health – 
from providing free access 
to fresh produce, to offering 
welcoming spaces for so-
cial gatherings, to fostering 
mental well-being through 
immersion in nature, and 
supporting environmental 
sustainability with native 
plants and renewable ener-
gy sources. It’s also about 
boosting local productivity 
and strengthening the com-

munity’s food system.
On-site, the Lions took 

on the task of repotting 
plants that had outgrown 
their original containers. 
With careful hands, they 
transferred these thriving 
greens into larger pots, en-
suring they have room to 
grow until they’re ready to 
be planted in the ground. 
The atmosphere was filled 
with camaraderie and pur-
pose, made even brighter by 
a surprise guest: the Lydick 

mascot, Leo, who showed 
up to lend a helping paw 
and plenty of cheer.

This project was a won-
derful example of how the 
Lydick Lions are putting 
service into action, help-
ing Unity Gardens fulfill 
its mission and making a 
positive impact on both our 
community and the environ-
ment. Their efforts are proof 
that together, we can nurture 
a healthier, greener future 
for all.

Photos provided
(ABOVE LEFT, from left) Liz Lucas, Connie Price, Christine Bella, and Leo. (ABOVE RIGHT, from left) 
Wendy Yuhasz, Vicki Jones, Teckla Lane, Mike Lane, Howard Morse, and Cindy Morse.

Photo provided
The Milford community food locker, supported by 
Milford Lions volunteers in partnership with the 
Milford Food Bank.

Photos provided
(ABOVE) Milford Lions and community members enjoy the record-setting 
pancake breakfast at the Milford Community Building. (BELOW) Lion Lisa 
Ensz and Lion Nick Jamiel prepare new promotional flyers and informational 
pamphlets to share information about the Milford Lions Club.


