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Lions,  

As 2025 closes, reflect on the 

incredible impact you've had.  By 

helping those in need, your 

commitment has truly transformed 

lives.  

Thank you for sharing your time 

and passion. May your New Year 

be as bright and impactful as the 

work you do!  

Here's to making more difference 

together in 2026! 
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Hello Illinois Lions and Leos of Multiple District 1  

Merry Christmas and Happy New year! 
We recently held a fantastic 3rd Council Meeting, which included leadership training 
prior to the meeting. According to our State GLT, Lion Darren, the Illinois Lions are 
in great shape for the future, with a phenomenal group of emerging and experienced 
leaders. 
 

Our annual Friday night holiday dinner was filled with great food, festive attire, and even better fellowship. 
The gift exchange game and hospitality room truly captured the spirit of Lionism. It was a wonderful time to 
relax and enjoy our Lions family and friends. The following day, we held our Council Meeting, where a great 
deal of meaningful work was accomplished. Our Governors continue their dedication to strengthening Illinois 
Lions, including work on the budget, Policy Manual, and proposed updates to the Constitution and 
Bylaws. 
 
State Committee Chairs provided valuable updates: 
Leadership (see above – great job Lion Darren!) and the last training sessions will take place proper to the 4th 
Council meeting.  

Membership PDG Tom Elsey shared a detailed report outlining plans to accelerate membership growth 
statewide. To date, we have added approximately 588 new members, while approximately 594 members 
have dropped, resulting in a net change of –6 members. Most drops occurred in December, after beginning 
the month with a positive gain of 62. While many districts remain positive, some have experienced larger 
losses.  

Please ensure that all clubs have paid their dues (remember those emails from PID Bob  ). Take time to reach 
out to members you may not have heard from recently. A simple holiday greeting can go a long way in 
reengaging members and reminding them why they joined in the first place — We Serve. 
Service - PDG Bill Walpe, our State GST introduced new ideas to help clubs report service more effectively. 
Remember, the more service we report, the more Lions Clubs International can demonstrate our global 
impact—and potentially secure major donations to serve even more people. Don’t forget that district projects 
can also be reported. As far as the Illinois Lions, our Governors have wanted to make service a priority at 
meetings, and we have done just that. Here are our service statistics to date: 
 

Total People Served:  80 
Total Volunteers:  40 
Total Volunteer Hours: 60 
Total Funds Donated:  $421 
 

Global Extension PDG Derek, delivered a heartfelt report reminding us that starting new clubs must be a 
shared passion. New clubs don’t just grow membership—they multiply our ability to serve. We currently 
have two new clubs up and running, with 4–5 more in development. Let’s continue building excitement by 
planning events for these potential clubs in the coming year. 
Remember as International President A.P. Singh said, we are the Mother District of Lions, lets lead the way!  

The fourth Council of Governors Meeting will take place on Saturday, February 7, 2026, beginning at 
9:00am in Peoria.  International President A.P. Singh will also be joining us via Zoom. Be sure to look for 
information coming soon to register for the Zoom.  

"LEAD TO SERVE • SERVE TO LEAD " 

Wishing you and your families a joyful holiday season and a strong start to the New Year. 

COUNCIL CHAIRMAN 

       JIM WORDEN 
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Good afternoon, Servant Heroes!  
 
Happy Holidays to you all!  
 
Lion Edith and I hope you all enjoyed the wonderful holidays with your loved ones. To be 
together is a blessing and is always important to remind each other how we’re missed and 
loved over the daily hustle and bustle of life and servitude.  
 
December resembled just that! Visiting clubs for their holiday celebrations and Governor 

Nights gave time and purpose to that reminder of family and fellowship. So, thank you for that.  
 
I want to take a moment to talk about the state of our district at the halfway point of this Lions Year. Membership has 
taken a pretty hard hit. The drops have been heavily sporadic throughout these last 5 months. So as I look at the trends 
with our GAT (Global Action Team) we look to identify what’s happening. I believe we have a very good handle on the 
where and whys which is a good thing. The next approach is implementing a plan to assist clubs in Retention, you will 
see that rolled out for January and February via the Zone and Region chairs while supported by the GAT. What my ask 
of you all is to start working together now on identifying those members that we’re losing at an earlier time than last 
minute, ie when dues come out. This takes a team effort at all levels. We should all be actively seeing where one of our 
family members may not be actively involved, whether that’s attendance to meetings, service projects or maybe just 
plain uncharacteristically quiet. I know we are all busy, but I can tell you from experience that sometimes a simple phone 
call or text message can remind someone that they are valued not only as a Lion but as a friend. This simple gesture can 
easily turn it around for someone in need of that reminder that they are valued. I didn’t want to be long written with this, 
but I truly care about our family deeply and never want to see anyone feel like the light of their Heart of Service has 
gone dim or burned out. So, I want you all to know that you have the help and support from everyone in District 1A, we 
can turn it around! Go Lions Go! 
 
I want to thank the clubs for their wonderful Governor Night visits. Thank you to Chicago Global Lions, Franklin Park 
Manila Lions and Jose Rizal Lions. You all welcomed me with open arms, and we spent the evenings with laughs and 
very boisterous celebrations of your award recipients, new members and officers. Memories with my Lions family I 
won’t ever forget. The holiday celebrations with Nurses for Diabetes and Windy City Lions were also so much fun. 
From the dancing, to listening to a great band, to the fellowship and a relaxing evening filled with holiday cheer, they all 
made for a wonderful time. The District 1A Holiday party was so wonderful. I thoroughly enjoy these times because it 
gives us all a chance to catch up and see each other again. Thank you to all the clubs, leadership and guests in 
attendance. Thank you to PCT Dawn Grogan, PCC’s Gail and Steve Anton for making this event happen for us all. 
Thank you PDG Joni McMillan for assisting with the service project collection for the Ronald McDonald House. I also 
want to give one last shout out to Second Vice Governor Karl “Cowboy” Shulz on having the most outstanding holiday 
outfit of the afternoon. Those members of our CUB Club thoroughly enjoyed the reindeer ring toss!  
 
I also would like to congratulate THE Chicago Ridge Lions Club for their continued sponsorship of the Finley Junior 
High Leo Club on their returning and new member installation ceremony. Thank you to the leadership from around the 
district in attendance: District Leo Coordinator Frank Kirar, PCC (Past Council Chair) Steve Anton, First Lady Lion 
Edith Rivera-Moy, PP (Past President) of Chicago Ridge Lion Bill Lammel, Club VP (Vice President) Terri McMaster, 
Club Secretary Bob McHugh and Superintendent Lion Adam Thorns.  
 
Upcoming for January: Mid-Year Forum January 17th hosted by our amazing incoming Governor, FVDG (First Vice 
District Governor) Lion Ben Zoleta. Please save the date! 
 
Happy New Year to all my Lions Family in District 1A and MD1 (Multiple District 1). May this new year bring you all a 
new season of prosperity. 
  
GO LIONS GO!! 
 
Yours Always in Service, 
  
Richard A. Moy 
District Governor 1A 

DISTRICT 1-A GOVERNOR  

       RICHARD MOY 
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Bellwood Lions Club at the Village 
of Berkeley Library Christmas 

event  

Chicago Healthcare Alliance Lions 
Club at Operations Christmas 

Child Toy Packing 

Finley Jr. High Leo Club inducts 19 
new members! Willow Springs Lioness Lions Club 

at their Christmas Party 

Stickney-Forest View Lions Club at 
their Candy Cane Hunt 

Westchester Lions Club 
donated $1,250 to the 

Westchester Food Pantry 

Willow Springs Lions Club inducts 
a new member 

Oak Lawn Lions Club at their 
annual Food Drive for the Needy 

Lion members, families and friends 
from Bellwood, Brookfield, Chicago 
Philippine, La Grange, Westchester 
and Windy City participated in the 
Westchester Food Pantry Holiday 

distribution  

DISTRICT 1-A (continued) 
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Planting the Seeds of Lionism Across Illinois 
 
As we step into a brand-new year, I’m reminded that every strong Lions 
club—and every strong community—starts the same way: with a seed of 
hope and a heart ready to serve. My theme, “Planting the Seeds of 

Lionism,” is more than a slogan. It’s a reminder that what we plant today in kindness, 
leadership, and service will grow into something that blesses others tomorrow. 
 
Let’s Grow Membership—One Seed at a Time 
Across Illinois, we have incredible clubs doing incredible work. Now is the perfect time to 
invite others to serve alongside us. Membership isn’t about numbers—it’s about more hands 
for more service. Who in your community has a servant’s heart? A coworker, neighbor, friend, 
or family member? Invite them to a meeting. Bring them to a service project. Let them see 
Lions in action. 
 
Every new member is a new seed—new energy, new ideas, and new opportunities to reach 
more people in need. 
 
Have You Reported Your Service Projects? 
Lions, we are serving every day—supporting vision and hearing needs, feeding families, 
building community partnerships, mentoring youth, and so much more. But here’s an 
important question: 
Have you reported your service projects? 
When we report our service, we show the true impact of Lions across our state. Reporting 
helps tell our story, strengthens Lions’ visibility, and proves to our communities (and future 
members) that Lions get things done. If your club served—even in a small way, take a 
moment and make sure it’s recorded. 
 
A New Year, A New Season of Service 
As we begin this year, let’s keep planting. Keep inviting. Keep serving. Keep showing up. 
Together, club by club, we can grow stronger roots in our communities and reach more people 
than ever before. 
 
From my heart to yours, Happy New Year! May 2026 be filled with fellowship, service, and 
the joy of watching Lionism grow all across Illinois. 
 
Lion Denise Lowe 
District Governor 1BK 

DISTRICT 1-BK GOVERNOR 
DENISE LOWE 
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DISTRICT 1-BK (continued) 

Crest Hill Lions Club donates 
toys for kids in Silver Cross 

Hospital 

Mokena Lions Club delivered18 
Food Baskets to families in need 

Frankfort Lions Club 
spreading Holiday Cheer 

New Lenox Lions Club distributing 
gift cards to local families in need 

Bradley Lions Club Food Bag 
Giveaway for Seniors 

Minooka Lions Club at their 
ChristmasParty 

Marseilles Lions Club’s  
Operation Christmas Baskets 

Beecher Lions Club’s 
Breakfast with Santa Channahon Lions Club’s  

Pancake Breakfast 

Joliet Noon Lions collected public 
donated cleaning items to benefit 

Cornerstone and its 26 group homes 
around Will County  Morris Lions Club presents  a 

check for $1000 to “We Care”  

Streater Hardscrabble Lions Club 
ringing the bells for the  

Salvation Army  
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Greetings fellow Lions, 
 
I look forward to the new year full of new promise and 
possibilities. 
 
I encourage you to make your club’s new year resolution to seek 

new members that can bring new ideas and new energy to your club. Make the conscious 
effort to enlighten and educate the community in the many ways you serve and improve your 
community. Ask those you meet if they volunteer and how. Then let them know the Lions can 
help if they join the club. If they don’t volunteer, ask why not?  Don’t they want to make the 
town or city better? Only by introducing Lions to new people and making new members can 
you be assured that Lions will continue to serve into the next decade.  
 
While you’re considering new ways to serve, consider serving on the District cabinet to see 
how other clubs serve and help other clubs be successful in service. What’s your interest? You 
can share that interest with other clubs and meet new people.  We have vacancies in zone 
chairs, vice district  governors, and s Lions of Illinois Foundation Trustee. 
Let me know if you want to step outside your club. 
 
For the new year I wish you happiness, good health, and joy while serving your communities. 
 
DG Bob Homan  
 

 

DISTRICT 1-CN GOVERNOR  
        ROBERT HOMAN 

  

Mascoutah Evening Lions Club 
participated in their community’s 

Light Parade 

New Baden Lions Club 
Breakfast with Santa 

Event 
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Hello My Lions Family and Friends, 
 
We are serving together as one big family. What a wonderfull 
thing! 
 
This is our time to review our goals and decide what is working 

and what is not. When we learn better we do better. So let us continue to be team 
players and grow strong in Lionism. Remember the reason for the season is Jesus 
Christ. Always show kindness and compassion for our fellowmen and women. “He 
Did,” and we must do as He Did for us. Remember to check on your neighbors. 
The sick, Shut-ins and the needy. Have an extra plate at the table for an unexpected 
guest. Have a very Merry Christmas and be Blessed with good health and a 
prosperous New Year. 
 
Yours in Services, 
Lion Retha Eurales, 
District Governor, 1CS  

DISTRICT 1-CS GOVERNOR  
RETHA EURALES 

Cobden Lions Club serving 
S’Mores at Christmas in the 

Village 

Carbondale Lions Club donated 
$3,000 to Good Samiritan 

Ministries 

Sparta Lions Club makes a $500 
donation to Westminster 

Presbyterian Church Food 
Pantry 

Chester Lions Club made 
a $250 donation to the 

Chester Area Christian 
Food Pantry 

Marion Lions Club hosted their 
55th Annual Christmas Party 

Mounds Lions Club distributes gift 
cards for Christmas 
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Seeking Your Thoughts on a New Service Idea: 

“Reassuring Lions” 
District Governor Marcia Meyers 

 
Dear Fellow Lions, 

 
’Tis the holiday season, and celebrations are happening all around us. Love and joy 
fill the air. Yet we all know there are many in our communities who are not able to 
fully share in that joy — those who are sometimes forgotten. 
 
Our Lena Lions club has been blessed to work closely with our local nursing 
home. Each month we bring birthday cake and ice cream to celebrate with the 
residents, provide additional support to the staff and decorate a Christmas tree in 
the lobby alongside other community groups. Most importantly, we spend time 
with the residents, sharing conversation, laughter, and companionship. 
Lately, I’ve been thinking about others in our community who may also feel 
isolated — not only those in nursing homes, but individuals living alone who 
rarely hear a friendly voice. With that in mind, I’d like to propose a new service 
project: “Reassuring Lions.” 
 
The idea is simple: a group of Lions who regularly call community members who 
could benefit from hearing a caring human voice. We could identify individuals 
through our members, local churches, and word of mouth. It’s a small gesture that 
could make a meaningful difference. 
 
I’m reaching out to ask whether any other Lions Clubs have tried a similar project. 
If so, I would love to hear about your experiences — the pros, the challenges, and 
any advice you might offer. 
 
Wishing each of you a very Merry Christmas, and may you be surrounded by the 
love of our living Savior. 
 
Yours in service,  
District Governor Marcia Meyers 
 

DISTRICT 1-D GOVERNOR  

       MARCIA MEYERS 
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DISTRICT 1-D (continued) 

Byron Lions Club at 
Miracle on Second 

Pecatonica Lions Club gave out 
treats to the kids at Pecatonica 

Middle School 

Mt. Carroll Lions Club’s Euchre 
Tournament 

Lena Lions Club made deliveries to 
Operation Goodfellow 

Stillman Lions Club 
decorates a tree at the 

Stillman Bank Lot 

Poplar Grove Lions Club at their 
annual Christmas Celebration 

Durand Lions and 
Packers and Bears, Oh 

My, what a Game!!  
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Season’s Greetings, Lions! 
 
As we welcome the month of January and the beginning of a 
new calendar year, I extend my warmest wishes to you and 
your families for a healthy, happy, and prosperous New Year. 

January is a meaningful time for reflection, gratitude, and renewed purpose, and it 
fills me with great pride to look back on what our Lions have accomplished 
together during the first half of the Lions year. 
 
As we embark on the second half of the Lions year, it is important to take a 
moment to review and celebrate our first-half achievements. Thanks to your 
dedication and commitment, our district continues to grow stronger. We have 
welcomed 110 new members, including 76 new Lions, and we proudly chartered a 
new club, Lake County DHH, thereby expanding our reach and strengthening our 
ability to serve diverse communities. Each new member and club brings fresh 
energy, new perspectives, and renewed strength to our district and our mission. 
 
Equally impressive is the level of service delivered across our district. Lions have 
logged more than 14,500 service hours during the first half of the year. These 
hours represent countless acts of kindness, leadership, and compassion, time spent 
supporting local needs, strengthening communities, and making a lasting 
difference. Whether working behind the scenes or on the front lines, our Lions 
continue to lead by example. 
 
These accomplishments are not just numbers; they reflect teamwork, 
collaboration, and a shared commitment to making our communities better places 
to live. I am incredibly proud of the passion and perseverance shown by our clubs 
and members. 
 
As we move into the new year and the second half of the Lions year, let us build 
on this strong foundation. There is still much to accomplish, and I am confident 
that together we will continue to grow, serve, and lead with purpose. 
Thank you for all that you do and thank you for being Lions. I wish you continued 
success and fulfillment in the months ahead. 
 
The Governor Team 
Illinois Lions, D1F 

DISTRICT 1-F GOVERNOR  
     VINCENZO LEONE 
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DISTRICT 1-F (continued) 

Lake County DHH & Fox Lake 
and Lions Club handed out 
Goody Bags at the “Polar 

Express” movie 

Des Plaines Lions Club at 
the Holiday Tree Lighting 

Mount Prospect Lions 
Club at the Neighborhood 

Santa Event 

Arlington Heights Lions Club at 
their Holiday Party 

Elk Grove Village Leo Club served 
refreshments at the village tree 

lighting 

Lemont Lions Club inducted  
2 new members 

Park Ridge Lions Club 
Holiday Brunch 

Waukegan Little Fort Lions Club 
hosted a bowling and pizza party 

for our diverse learners  

Schuamburg - Hoffman 
Estates Lions Club 

presenting gifts to senior 
citizen center 
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DISTRICT 1-H GOVERNOR  

          WILLIAM JEFFRIES 

Galva Lions Club at their Empty 
Stocking Canned Food Drive Event 

Andalusia Lions Club 
wrapping Christmas Gifts 

for kids 
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Wishing All a Happy New Year ! 
 
Let our resolutions bring the teachings and 
learnings we have gathered within these last six 
months to our next six months of committed service.  

 
Our Spirit must not diminish; we must recommit ourselves with vigor to the 
mission we have set in motion! 
 
Our future as Lions Clubs is based upon our commitment today. I hope all Lions 
have experienced the real experience, not just text information or just your Club 
involvement but experience realized from Your works through visiting camps, low 
vision clinics, participating in activities such as beep-ball, etc. Our commitment to 
any Service Project is complete when we realize what weÕve accomplished for 
others–first hand.  
 
For myself, these actual first-hand experiences has inspired me to realize how 
blessed that I am and then to take those blessings and share them with those of 
need and thatÕs what Lions are all about – Serving.  
 
Yours in Lionism,  
Have a Happy-Blessed New Year! 
DG Rob Wirth  

DISTRICT 1-G GOVERNOR  

          ROBERT WIRTH 

DG Rob's visit with the Pittsfield 
Lions Club and two Leo members 
along with their Advisor from the 

Pike County Leos Club  

DG Rob's visit with the Versalles 
Lions Club, they may look rough 

and tough but to the contrary, true 
Lions !  
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Pittsfield Lions Club Deer Santa 
Festival 

Jacksonville Lions Club Fruit Sale Quincy Lions Club made a $500 
donation to Toys for Tots 

DISTRICT 1-G (continued) 

The Staunton Lions Club and their 
community collected toys for their 

Secret Santa Workshop 

The Highland Lions and LEOs 
joined the Annual Christmas 

Parade. They served 75 gallons of 
hot chocolate and entered a float in 

the parade  
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DISTRICT 1-J GOVERNOR  

     TERRI PASTERNIK 

Sycamore Lions participated in the 
Feed My Starving Children Mobile 
Pack recently and donated $500 to 

the cause  

Waterman Lions Club at Feed My 
Starving Children 

 

Westmont Lions Club drops off the 
gift for the Angel Tree Program at 
the Westmont School District 201 

Malta Lions Club’s Santa Visit 

Darien Lions Club donated 
$11,100.00 to the Lions of Illinois 

Foundation to purchase (1) Retinol 
Camera and (2) Hearing Tablets  

Glen Ellyn Lions Club 
hosting Bingo at the 
DuPage Care Center 

District 1-J Eastern Region Meeting 

The Huntley Area Lions Club 
proudly welcomed 28 new Leos into 

the Red Raiders Leo Club  

Burr Ridge-Hinsdale-Oak Brook 
Lions Club at their Holiday Party 
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DISTRICT 1-J (continued) 

Aurora Lions Club held its 18th 
annual yule party for deaf and 

hearing impaired students, 
caregivers and educators from East 

and West Aurora public schools  

McHenry/Wonder Lake Lions Club 
at their East End Pizza Fundraiser 

Bartlett Lions Club’s 
Operation Santa 

Batavia Lions Club collected food 
for their local food pantry 

Maple Park Lions Club hosted 
their Jingle in the Gym 

Sandwich Lions Club prepares the 
Mall donation bins for distribution 

around the town  
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DISTRICT 1-M GOVERNOR  
             MARK WYER 

Altamont Lions Club teamed up 
with the Bahrns Memorial Golf 

outing to raise money for the 
Bahrns Memorial Scholarship Fund 

at LakeLand College  

Warrensburg-Latham 
Lions Club inducts a new 

member 

Strasburg Lions “LEO” Club 
presented a club hoodies to 
members of Roy Schmidt 

Honda for donating a vehicle 
to help transport LEOs to the 

Rochester Lions haunted 
house this fall  

Ridge Farm Lions Club getting 
ready for their Club Parade 


